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PREFACE. 



I AM told that I should have a Preface or Introduction 
to my book. My adviser being one of known taste and 
judgment, I am determined that one part of this 
work shall show both good taste and good judgment 
in its Author. That part, and'possibly the only part 
that will do so, is the taking such advice. Conscience 
whispers that an apology for offering it to public 
notice is still more necessary. This I was not told : 
politeness alone probably prevented my being so : let 
me therefore hope the public will consider what I 
now offer as Preface, Introduction, and Apology. 

I have read prefaces in which the Author assures 
his reader, if the book is found to beguile a vacant 
hour of his time that its end and aim will have been 
fuUy accomplished. That such philanthropic feelings 
may actuate such authors, it would ill become me to 
dispute : where they do, I conceive they must emanate 
either from men of such transcendent abilities that 
composing a work gives them no trouble, or from 
those of such fortunes that pecuniary advantage was 
quite beneath their consideration. 

That I am not one of the former class I am per- 
fectly satisfied ; that I am not now one of the latter 
I am as perfectly convinced, though by no means 
satisfied. 
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IV PREFACE. 

Prior to commencing the fugitive papers of which 
this work is a corrected portion, I was enjoying that 
much-coveted " Dolce far niente." Now, so far as the 
"dolce" is concerned, no matter in what shape it 
comes, I can enjoy it with as much " gusto '* as any 
man breathing, and am gratefiil enough to say I have 
had my full share of it in various ways. The " far 
niente '' with a very good income does extremely well, 
and is very pleasant ; but when we begin to anticipate 
its continuance might bring the " niente " in contact 
with the purse, it does not do at all, and is not plea- 
sant, but is I trust an apology for this work. 

In soliciting indulgence for the many failings that 
will be found in the Author as a writer, I may I trust 
be permitted to observe, that the fugitive thoughts, 
hints, and opinions he ventures to publish are not 
those of the theorist, but of one who from a mere 
child has mixed in and enjoyed every sporting pursuit 
alluded to in the work, is engaged in some of them 
now, and trusts ere long to enjoy on a limited scale 
all again. If so, and the ideas contained in the work 
should be considered by the Sporting World to be 
(taken as a whole) tolerably correct, his happiness 
will be complete. 

H. H. 
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RACE-HORSES CONSIDERED AS PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
Vix ea nostra voco. — Ovid. 

It has been, I believe, a generally received opinion 
in this country, when a man has purchased any kind 
of property, paid for it, and it has been delivered to 
him, that the property becomes his, and, provided 
he does nothing with it to infringe the laws of his 
country, he has an undisputed right to do what he 
pleases with it; as this right would be allowed, 
whether he bought an estate, a house, or ten hunters 
that should cost him a thousand pounds, or any 
given sum. — Any one might naturally suppose, if a 
man chose to give a thousand pounds for a race-horse, 
that he would be allowed the same freedom of will in 
what he might please to do with him. I should have 
thought the same thing when I was fifteen, but I 
knew better befcre I was twenty. Now, so far from 
being considered at liberty to do what he pleases with 
such a horse, he will very coolly be told what is tan- 
tamount to this, that he is not his property : on the 
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2 HORSES RUNNING FOR THE BENEFIT OF BETTORS. 

contrary, that he must consider his horse as the pro- 
perty of the public ; and that, instead of his being at 
liberty to consult his own interest or pleasure as to 
the disposal or running of his horse, he must consider 
only that of the public. We will suppose he had 
entered his horse for some Stake on the Monday, and 
also for another on the following Wednesday, and 
that for some reason or other he was in a great mea- 
sure indifferent as to winning the Monday's race, but 
particularly anxious to win that on the Wednesday, 
simply, perhaps, because he had said he would win 
that particular race, or that some one's horse was in 
it that he was particularly emulous to beat. Now, 
one might very naturally infer that a man had a right 
to give his Jockey something like these instructions : 
" Now, George, I am particularly anxious to win the 
Stakes on Wednesday : if you find you can win to-day 
at your ease, do so ; if, on the contrary, you find you 
will have to take a great deal out of your horse to 
win, pull up at once, for we must not be beat on 
Wednesday if we can help it." There certainly does 
not appear any thing very unreasonable in supposing 
that a man has a right to forego winning money if 
he chooses to do so : but the betting fraternity will 
tell you that you do not possess this right ; and if 
you do exercise it, let me recommend you a porter to 
carry the load of abuse awaiting you; your own 
shoulders will in no way suffice for the purpose. 
You will be told that you have a right to lose your 
own money if you please, but that you have no right 
to lose that of other persons: that your horse had 
been backed heavily to win ; consequently he ought 
to have been made to win if possible: in short, so 
long as whip and spur could avail, they ought to 
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have been used on your horse for their benefit, or at 
least the chance of it, whether you choose it or not. 

In the above directions nothing like interested 
motives in a pecuniary point of view was the influence : 
but we will suppose a case where a man chooses to 
consult what he considers his interest, and stiU where 
the transaction is perfectly honourable and straight- 
forward. I have a colt entered for the Derby: he 
has run and won some good Stakes, and this has pro- 
bably brought him up pretty high in the betting. 
Some person, for reasons best known to himself, and 
which I have no inducement to investigate, oflfers me, 
say two thousand pounds for this colt, whom I may 
consider from his previous running to be fairly worth 
about one. I may think, like others, my chance of 
winning the Derby to be very good : in short, my 
horse is first or second favourite, but I may not be a 
betting man, or disposed in any thing to go the 
" whole hog ;" consequently prefer making a thousand 
sure, by selling my colt, to standing the chance of 
winning the Stakes, worth we will say three, but 
attended with all the risk inseparable from such 
events. It certainly appears hard I should not be 
allowed to do this without calling forth the animad- 
versio* of the Turfmen — I should rather say the 
betting men; for such men as (we will say) Lord 
Albemarle, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, and many others, 
would not care one farthing whether I sold my horse 
or kept him. They feel a very laudable emulation to 
have the best horse in the race ; therefore are anxious 
to win ; are gratified if they do ; and are to a certain 
degree mortified if their horses run badly. I allow 
that to triumph when we win, or show temper when 
we lose, is ungentlemanlike and ungenerous ; that 
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4 TURF BETTORS. 

is, when the loss or gain of money is the consideration : 
but I glory in seeing a man delighted when his horse 
wins; there is a freshness in the thing that really 
does one good to see. Depend on it, such a man is 
no Leg. The latter wins or loses his money with 
the most inflexible coolness ; he takes it as a matter 
of business. If he keeps horses, so far from taking 
any pleasure in them, he cares not if he never sees 
them from one year's end to the other : whenever he 
does, it is merely a visit of business. If his horse 
wins, he pockets the money, but neither cares nor 
thinks more about them than he does about the spit 
that hangs in his kitchen, and has roasted the mutton 
for his table. Unfortunately for racing, it is chiefly 
this description of Turfmen who virtually (certainly 
not virtuously) hold the helm of racing affairs : yet 
such men might all be driven off^ the Turf. If such 
owners of race-horses as keep them from the love of 
racing, and the proper emulation of having the best 
horses, would only set about the thing, it would cost 
them neither trouble nor expense, but would put their 
own characters beyond suspicion, and would at once 
draw a distinct line between men who keep race- 
horses merely as machines to win money with, and 
those who keep them from a patriotic wish* to en- 
courage the breed of superior horses, to enjoy sport 
themselves, and contribute to that of others. 

Racing, we all know, was first established merely 
as an amusement. This of course led to an emulation 
among those fond of such amusement to get the best 
horses ; and this induced people to begin to look for 
means to improve their breed. Here was an absolute 
good done to the country. No matter whether the race 
was with chariots, whether the horses were turned 



queen's plates. 5 

loose on a straight-roped course, or whether ridden 
over the Beacon, racing mil always tend to improve 
the breed of horses in whatever country it is esta- 
blished. King's Plates were given for this patriotic 
purpose ; and doubtless at the time when a hundred 
guineas was worth the best horse's starting for, it had 
a very good effect ; but our other stakes have now 
become so heavy that a Queen's Plate is considered a 
very mediocre affair. To win a King's Plate formerly 
stamped a horse's character at once : now, only two 
years since, the same horse won seven Queen's Plates 
in the same season — a good horse certainly, but still 
no flyer. It is flattering to the Turf to be patronised 
by Royalty, and Queen's Plates add to the respecta- 
bility of a meeting : but as to the original intention 
of these gifts, that is now totally set aside. I think, 
between England, Ireland, and Scotland, the Queen 
gives about fifty Plates to be run for ; that is, five 
thousand pounds. For many of these we see every 
year several " walks over;" and where this is not the 
case, the Field generally comprises four or five horses 
at most, often two or three : so, from the smallness of 
the amount (in these days), it has become compara- 
tively five thousand thrown away. It would be too 
great a tax on Royal liberality to increase the value 
of this host of Plates so as to make each worth running 
for ; but if perhaps five Royal Plates of a thousand 
pounds each were given in lieu of these, the original 
intention would be more brought to bear than it is 
at present. When it took a week to get a race-horse 
a hundred miles, and that also stopped his work for 
so long a period, it was quite necessary to have Royal 
Plates distributed thus widely over the country, other- 
wise the horse in training at Ascot could not without 
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6 BETTING AS A BUSINESS. 

great inconvenience be got to Doncaster to run for 
a Royal Plate there ; but now the railroads have 
remedied that inconvenience, there would be sure to 
be good Fields for Plates worth a thousand, or even 
five hundred, each. The towns from which they 
might be taken would lose little by it ; for where we 
see a "walk over," or a Field of three horses, it 
plainly shows that at the present moment Queen's 
Plates create but little attraction. 

Returning to those laws that betting men will 
always uphold (so long as they can) — the first of 
which is that their interest is to be the fiat under 
which every owner of a race-horse must act — I really 
cannot see why such persons or their interest should 
be consulted at all. What good do they do the Turf? 
Certainly very little; while their influence, on the 
contrary, does it a great deal of harm. Doubtless 
there are some men who keep several horses in 
training, and bet heavily at the same time ; but these 
are comparatively very few indeed in number. 
Where on^» hundred is betted by those who keep 
race-horses, forty hundreds are betted by those who 
do not. Hundreds of those who bet largely know 
little or nothing about a race-horse, neither know a 
racing-looking horse — whether he is a good goer, or, 
if going to run, whether he looks in good form for it 
or not. The fact is, such men merely as a business 
make up a book, look to the different horses' public 
running, and lay or take the odds accordingly. This, 
and this only, is their business. K they attend a 
race, it is merely to see whether at the last moment 
they cannot get some point in their favour as to the 
odds. If at the same meeting a race is run for on 
which they have no bet, probably they do not take 
the trouble of looking at it : and, if they do, it is 
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merely to see how it is run, won and lost, so as to 
enable them to judge how to lay or take the odds on 
any of the horses in it when engaged in another Stake. 
Such poachers are not worthy the name of racing 
men, though unfortunately they get among them- 
These are the harpies who plunder the legitimate 
supporters of the Turf, and bring one of our finest 
old English sports into disrepute* These are the 
men who are, by themselves and their agents, at the 
bottom of all the villanies that are so constantly 
practised, the frequent occurrence of which has 
disgusted and driven so many men of family, rank, 
and wealth from the Turf, from finding they must 
either be pigeoned, or, like the rest, "fight at 
the leg" themselves. If they would, in the literal 
sense of the word, "fight at the leg," that is the 
Black-leg^ spoil his trade, and so drive him off the 
Turf, they would confer a benefit on society. Then, 
and not till then, shall we again see Noblemen and 
Gentlemen keeping their stud of race-horses, as they 
do their pack of fox-hounds, as an appendage to their 
rank in life, as an amusement to themselves, and as a 
gratification and advantage to the country at large. 
This can never be the case while betting, instead of 
racing, is left to be the primum mobile of the ma- 
chinery of Turf affairs. The mere betting men may 
and will say that betting keeps alive the spirit of 
racing. No such thing : it may keep up an artificial 
effervescence ; but if that was stopped, while we are 
Englishmen the true spirit will always remain among 
us. Supposing, however, it did diminish the number 
of race-horses kept, or the number of races run, if the 
race-course is to be only a Hell in the open air, instead 
of in St. James's or King Street, why, the sooner it is 
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8 EFFECT PRODUCED BY THE BETTING FRATERNITY. 

checked or stopped the better. If a race-course, 
instead of being a healthftil and exhilarating spot, 
where we expect to see an assemblage of the first 
sporting men in the world, their families, their friends, 
and their tenants, come to enjoy a truly English 
and noble sport, is to be converted into an extended 
rouge et noir table, and black and red to win, not 
because either is on the best horse, but because it 
suits the books of a set of miscreants, it is quite time 
to stop the thing at once, and begin it de novo. 

We have, however, still a few (and God knows a 
very few) men on the Turf whose character and 
position in life place them beyond suspicion ; but 
among the Nobility of the United Kingdom — which 
amounts, I should say, to about seven hundred, 
independently of Lords by courtesy, — we find now 
scarcely more than twenty patronising the Turf by 
keeping race-horses — a pretty sure criterion of its 
respectability under the present system ! Formerly, 
when racing was carried on as racing should be, if a 
man won, he walked up to his horse, received the 
congratulations of his friends, and felt a very justi- 
fiable pride in his horse's triumph ; he knew he had 
won fairly, and had no fear of being suspected of 
having ever done otherwise. But now, nothing appears 
to be done openly : the owner of a horse retires among 
the crowd, and appears, and really is, afraid of being 
pointed out as connected with the Turf. A man, 
indeed, must rank very high in public estimation to 
keep his character unscathed. I have mentioned how 
few of our Nobility now keep race-horses : what a 
host of those, and men of family and fortune, could I 
name who have given it up ! What does this prove ? 
Not that such men are not as well disposed to 
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patronise the Turf as formerly, but that they neither 
choose to rob or be robbed ; and one or the other they 
must be, so long as betting men, and not the owners 
of horses, are permitted to sway the Racing World. 

It is pretty generally allowed by all persons who 
know any thing about the matter, that no man under 
ordinary circumstances can make money by keeping 
race-horses, if he merely runs to win. If a man of 
large fortune keeps them, he ought to calculate that 
they will cost him so much a year according to their 
number, and put them down to his expenses as he 
does his other horses, or carriages, or his hounds. If 
he does not think them worth this expense, he had 
better not got upon the Turf; for if he means to retain 
the character of a gentleman and man of honour, he 
ought to calculate to lose so much. He may, how- 
ever, be fortunate in his horses, possess good judg- 
ment himself, or find a trainer who has, and who wiU 
be honest enough to place his horses well for him, and 
do all in his power to win — he may, therefore, under 
such circumstances, keep them at very little expense, 
but an expense he must reckon on their being more or 
or less; for make money by them honestly he will 
not in one case in a hundred. 

Let me, however, endeavour to rescue racing and 
race-horses from the sweeping charge that is brought 
against them of being the ruin of thousands. The 
fact reaUy is, that simply racing and the keeping 
race-horses wiU bring no man to ruin unless he is a 
ready-made fool. If a man of 500Z. a year is idiot 
enough to set up his four-in-hand, of course he must 
be ruined ; but we are not to say from this that fours- 
in-hand are the ruin of those who keep them. They 
will, of course, be the ruin of those who do so with- 
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out the means : so will race-horses. If a man ruins 
himself by either keeping the one or the other, it is 
his own fault: he does it gradually, with his eyes 
open, and is, therefore, that sort of simple young gen- 
tleman, who, if he did not do it by these means, would 
be sure to do it by some other. We might as well 
say a bottle of wine a day is sure ruin, because it 
would be so to a merchant's clerk at 70/. a year salary. 
We might as well suppose a man was certain to 
be ruined should we see a pack of cards or a back- 
gammon box and dice in his house, because many 
have ruined themselves by an improper use of either, 
or both. Even here I will allow a man to play with 
either every day, and play for high stakes if he pleases. 
Provided he always plays for about the same stakes, 
plays with gentlemen, not Legs^ and never bets, he 
will find at the year's end that (supposing, of course, 
he has played with common judgment) he has neither 
won nor lost enough to materially affect his finances. 
So it is with race-horses. Let a man keep two or 
half-a-dozen, according to his income : let him buy 
his horses with judgment, place them in proper hands, 
and also enter them properly according to their quali- 
fications in proper Stakes, and necer bet on them or on 
any other person's, and he will never be ruined by 
race-horses. Let him, however, bear in mind, that I 
warn him he must lay by 500/. or 1000/. a year of his 
income, according to the number he keeps, for their 
expenses and his amusement. The whole of this may 
not be called for : it is within the bounds of possibility 
they may pay their expenses one with another, and 
one year with another ; but he must not calculate on 
this. If, therefore, he cannot afford to pay so much 
a year, he has no business to keep race-horses : if he 



BUT BETTING IS. 11 

can, they will never ruin him more than keeping his 
hunters, if he can afford to keep them : if he cannot, 
they will, of course, eventually equally ruin him. It 
is not, therefore, that hunters or race-horses are in 
themselves to be considered as ruinous ; but the ruin 
arises from keeping any thing a man cannot afford to 
keep. 

We will now, however, look at another and very 
distinct feature in racing affairs (pity it is not more 
distinct); namely, the betting part of the business. 
Though "the tug of war" may come when "Greek 
meets Greek," when the man of honour meets the Greek 
there is no tug of war at aU : the forlorn hope alone 
advances, advances at the pas de charge ; the forlorn 
hope is the man of honour, and of course is " blown 
up." Therefore, although give a man, we will say 
2000^. a year, and he chooses to keep four horses in 
training, I should never fear his merely keeping and 
running them being his ruin : let me once see him 
back his horses in any thing like a heavy bet, from that 
moment (and particularly should he be so unfortunate 
as to win) I will back him at 50 to 1 to be ruined in 
a very short time: indeed a few meetings will sew 
him up. He has then only one thing left if he means 
to keep on the Turf; and that is, to throw aside all 
feelings of honour, turn Leg^ and rob other people. 
This man certainly has no right to say racing or race 
horses have been his ruin. True, if he had never 
kept race-horses, he might not have been led into bet- 
ting ; nor would he if he had never been bom : so if 
he chooses to carry the thing back to its first cause, 
he may with tolerably fair logic affirm that betting 
has been his ruin — that keeping race-horses brought 
on betting — and that being bom brought on keeping 
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race-horses — consequently being born was the cause 
of his ruin. 

To a gentleman so situated, by allowing a little lati- 
tude of imagination, it might not be very difficult to 
prove that being born had been the cause of his ruin. If 
our present object was a dissertation on primary causes, I 

we would allow that his thesis might be in some measure 
correct, and I will furnish another instance in favour 
of his argument. A man goes to Crockford's splendid 
house, drinks his splendid champagne, and finally loses 
his own splendid fortune, or a part of it. Doubtless, 
if he had not entered the house, he had not drunk the 
champagne, nor lost his fortune there ; so, according 
to our friend's doctrine, a splendid house and splendid 
champagne were the cause of the ruin, and are con- 
sequently to be avoided. Now I beg so far to differ 
in opinion as to roundly assert, that the house and the 
champagne are both mighty good things; so are 
race-horses, and being born : all are perfectly harm- 
less if we would only use them for the purposes for 
which they were intended, and not by our own folly 
turn things that were designed for our amusement or 
luxury, or both, into the means of our misery and 
ruin. When this is the case, the fault is not in the 
things themselves, but in the weakness of the mind 
of the man. Tn my intercourse with the world, I 
have been led hundreds of times into gaming-houses, 
both at home and abroad, and never once took a 
dice-box in my hand where hazard was played. I am 
and always was enthusiastically fond of racing, and 
was so as a boy. I considered then, and consider 
now, the seeing a favourite horse win his race one of 
the most exhilarating moments of a man's life ; and 
yet (with the exception of once, and that when quite 
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a boy,) I never could be tempted to back either a 
horse of my own or that of any other person for 6/. in 
my life. I love racing as a sport, and do declare that 
for a moderate stake, I should leave the course in 
higher spirits if my horse had won handsomely, 
though he might have gone the wrong side of a post, 
by which I should lose the stakes, than I should had 
he run a bad second, and my opponent's horse, jfrom 
having made the mistake, caused the stakes to be 
given to me. "With this feeling, no man will ruin 
himself by keeping race-horses ; for this very feeling 
will keep him from risking heavy betting. 

I will instance a man whose name will never be 
forgotten by the sporting world, or cease to be 
mentioned in terms of admiration and respect by all 
who had the advantage of his acquaintance ; I mean 
Francis Mellish, Esq., better known as Captain 
MeUish. He was, I should say, a man of thirty-five 
when I was a boy of fifteen. From him 1 caught 
the love of racing ; from him I first got what little 
knowledge I have of racing matters ; and from him 
I got advice that, unfortunately for himself, he had 
not resolution enough to follow. I will mention an 
anecdote in proof of this. I met him on the course 
at Newmarket, when he saluted me with, " What the 
devil are you looking so sulky about ?" — I replied, 
" I am not sulky, but I have been losing my money." 
— " I am glad of it," said he : " what have you been 
backing ?" — " Your horse." — " How much have you 
lost?"— "60Z."— "WeU, I have lost 1500Z. on the 
same race ; but if I was fool enough to bet, it was no 
reason you should have done so." — I replied, and 
truly, " It was the first bet I had ever made." — His 
answer has been engraven in letters of gold on the 
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tablet of memoiy ever since : " I congratulate you on 
losing the first bet you ever made : let it be the last : 
never back your own horses (if you ever keep any,) 
or those of any other person so long as you live : take 
this advice from one who knows something about 
these things, and has paid dearly for his knowledge." 
— I did take his advice, and never made a bet to the 
amount of 5/. since. 

Here is a case that bears me out in my assertion 
that betting heavily, not keeping race-horses^ ruins 
people (the Legs of course excepted). Had Mellish 
confined himself to keeping his horses, his judgment 
was so good — in breeding, buying, and then placing 
them — that his winnings would have been a fortune. 
This, however, he would not do. " Peace to his 
manes!" he had, I believe, every virtue but one — 
prudence. 

I will mention another man nearly equally fortunate 
as to his winnings by his horses as Mellish, though 
in other respects " no more like him than I to Her- 
cules," — the late John Beardsworth. Now, he knew 
about as much of racing when he first went on the 
Turf, as I do of the navigation of the poles, and in 
fact very little at the last; yet, from having come 
into possession of poor Mytton's horses, he had at one 
time perhaps a better stable of race-horses than any 
man in England, got them well placed for him, and 
consequently his winnings in Cups, Stakes, &c., 
amounted to such an enormous sum that I should be 
fearful of mentioning it lest my accuracy might be 
doubted. Now, many persons, I dare say, to this day 
think the Turf was his ruin : no such thing ; nor was 
betting, for he, comparatively speaking, never betted 
a shilling. Large contracts with Government in 
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post-horse duties did the business: his race-horses 
would have saved, instead of ruined him. 

When I speak of betting men, I can in no way allow 
them to be mixed up with Gentlemen who keep race- 
horses. I aUude to the former (and would be happy 
to see them considered) as a distinct class, as men on 
whom any man of honour should look with suspicion, 
and with whom none of the legitimate patrons of the 
Turf should allow themselves to come in contact. 
And when I speak of betting, I in no shape allude to 
Men of Fortune who back their own horses or those 
of others to the tune of a few hundreds, which they 
merely do to give a further zest to the interest of a 
race. This with them is nothing more than betting 
their pony on the odd trick at whist, which they win 
to-night and lose to-morrow. Neither do I include 
the Country Gentleman, who, from his knowledge (or 
more probably fancied knowledge) of the merits of 
the different horses engaged at any of the meetings 
in his neighbourhood, sports his 50/. on such occasions. 
Nor, again, to the Yeoman, with his good-humoured 
countenance, who, from a love of sport, boisterously 
bets his sovereign on each race, which he laughingly 
pockets if he wins, or as cheerfully pays if he loses. 
No; all this encourages the sport, by giving an 
additional but harmless interest to the racing. Such 
men all in their way contribute to keep the thing 
alive, and probably materially assist in raising the 
ftinds for each meeting. This kind of betting wiU 
always go on at every race, and would be quite 
sufficient for all racing purposes. 

Such men as these are the true friends of the Turf: 
they contribute as much to forward its interests as 
the regular Leg conduces to bringing it into disrepute. 
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No man would warn his son or his friends from 
mixing with the former, while every one guards him 
from racing altogether, fearing he should meet with, 
and consequently be pillaged by, the latter. If I 
speak bitterly of such men, it does not arise from any 
sQurness of feeling from having personally suffered by 
them : in justice to them, I must say they never 
robbed me; perhaps one trifling circumstance pre- 
vented it — I never gave them the chance. I have said 
that not one in a hundred of these men keep race- 
horses. There are a few who keep third or fourth 
rate horses, and go leather-plating about the country. 
Of course they make this answer their purpose some- 
how : but as every man knows that such horses can 
seldom pay their expenses if they run to win, we may 
pretty accurately judge by what means they are made 
to pay in such hands. 

It has been said that racing levels all distinctions 
of persons. The idea is preposterous that it must 
necessarily do so more than driving four-horses or 
keeping a pack of hounds. If Gentlemen choose to 
associate with the ordinary class of stage-coachmen, 
make their dress, habits, and language objects of 
imitation, distinction of persons would be levelled in 
this instance. If the Owner of Hounds was to make 
his Huntsman and Whips his companions, or to 
associate with none but hard-drinkiiig, illiterate, vul- 
gar bumpkins, he would in his particular case also 
break down the barrier between the gentleman and 
the plebeian ; the more so if he chose (as I once saw 
a Nobleman do) to assist his Whip in very mercilessly 
flogging a hound, — a piece of discipline which, though 
sometimes necessary, is one that any man with the 
common feelings of humanity would rather ride a 
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mile round than witness, instead of becoming an un- 
called-for actor in its execution. 

If a man on the turf stoops to tamper with the 
honesty of his trainer, jockey, or stable-boy, he of 
course brings himself to their level, or below it. If 
he also chooses, for the sake of making up his book, 
to associate (we will allow only 'pro tempore)^ consult, 
and bet with blacklegs and sharpers, he must necessa- 
rily lose that distinction * his original position in 
society entitled him to hold. In short, it is not 
racing that levels distinction, but, like every thing 
else, the way in which it is sometimes done. 

There are certainly some pursuits so degrading in 
themselves (bull-baiting, dog-fighting, &c.) that, 
carry them on as you will, being the pursuits of the 
ruffian and blackguard, must degrade the gentleman. 
Here no adventitious circumstance is wanted to level 
distinction — to encourage, patronise, or even witness 
such barbarities, is enough to produce such effect. 
But racing ever has been the pursuit of the higher 
classes of society ; and the only way by which noble- 
men or gentlemen can lose caste^ or bring themselves 
on a level with the Leg^ is by countenancing him and 
descending to his habits and practices. 

I have said that these sharpers might easily be 
driven from the turf, or at all events their influence 
be destroyed. If we could prevent fools playing at 
thimble- rig, we should require no rural police to keep 
the table-keepers firom the race-course. If people 
would neither carry watches nor sufficient money 
into crowds to be worth the attention of pickpockets, 
they would disappear from such places also. So, if 
noblemen, gentlemen, and all respectable men would 
determine neither to countenance, bet with, nor speak 
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to professed Legs^ their harvest would be destroyed, 
and they would take themselves off also. " Dog wiU 
not eat dog," nor would it suit the books of the Legs 
to bet among themselves only. If those real patrons 
of racing who still keep their horses on the course 
would only come to the determination of striking at 
the root of the evil that has driven so many from the 
turf, hundreds would return to their favourite pursuit, 
and then should we see the palmy days of racing 
return also, and our race-courses be, as in days gone 
by, thronged with the aristocracy of the country, 
instead of being infested by the dregs of society. 

It is often said that racing has a tendency to en- 
courage gambling and betting. Doubtless it is one 
of the hundred means by which betting may be 
effected, but the one by no means follows as a ne- 
cessary accompaniment to the other ; and I strongly 
suspect that if the germ of betting is firmly rooted in 
the mind of any man, bet he will on something; so it 
little matters whether he loses his money on the race- 
course or at the hazard-table. I can bring forward a 
case tolerably illustrative of this. 

When I first put on a red coat (I mean a military 
one), it was in a militia regiment. Among the 
members of our mess were two young men who were 
in no way addicted to racing or to any kind of field 
sports, and who, if they attended a race meeting, 
went to see the crowd, and cared not a pin for the 
racing. Now in these so strong was the mania for 
gambling that in one way or other they were con- 
stantly at it. Billiards was their chief pursuit ; but 
even that most gentlemanlike and intellectual game 
pitch-and-hustle helped to pass the time from parade 
to mess hour : whist then took its turn ; and finally 
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a little chicken hazard in their rooms closed the 
evening. After a time, a new freak seized them : this 
was to get the old corks from the mess- waiter : each 
took one, and after throwing them into the river, they 
stationed themselves on the bridge, and the cork that 
first appeared beyond the arch won. This took 
wonderfully, and they were joined by many more, of 
which number I was fool enough to make one, and 
proposed in lieu of matches to make up sweepstakes. 
This was carried unanimously. I then proposed, 
instead of racing corks, to substitute racing bottles, 
and this was also carried nem. con. Each tied his 
colour round the neck of his bottle, and some nine 
or ten started — 2^. 6(i. entrance. As we found, 
however, that one of the party was decidedly more 
lucky than the rest, and that, in short, he generally 
won the stakes, it struck me there might be some- 
thing in the bottle, as well as in the luck ; so I 
examined it privately, and found that both the shape 
and weight of the successful bottle were very diffe- 
rent from the others. I took the hint, and, after 
looking over some hundreds at a wine-merchant's, 
selected one that looked to me like a fast one — 
thin as paper, light as a feather, and very conically 
shaped. I started this the next day, and won in 
a canter by twenty lengths ; won again, and again ; 
in short, the late winning bottle was Meux's horse 
and dray to the American trotter Confidence and 
a match cart. After a time, some one smoked the 
thing, and it was decided that my bottle should 
not be allowed to start again. Relying however 
on shape and make, I proposed a Handicap, agreeing 
that my bottle and the late winning one (which 
nearly always came in second) should each carry 
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weight to bring them to that of the others. I 
started, and again shape and make did the thing. 
They then wanted to add to my weight ; but, know- 
ing what weight does, I backed out — as some others 
would have been wise had they done when they 
backed Hyllus, forgetting, with the weight put on 
him, the length he had to go.* Our bottle-racing 
was soon given up ; not so the gambling. Of these 
two fine young men, one terminated his existence 
after losing to an enormous amount in the Palais 
Royal ; the other lost the whole of his fortune, went 
abroad, and died of fever. 

These and many more instances that have come 
under my notice make me shudder when I see a 
young man betting high, and betting with men who 
are sure in the long run to strip him of every feather. 
The same feeling makes me execrate the very name 
of those who will not let us enjoy a noble sport 
without by every means in their power rendering it 
subservient to their own designs and nefarious pur- 
poses. As to the expense of racing, it is very easily 
defined. That of keeping a horse in a public train- 
ing stable, every man who has race-horses in them 
knows : they will be pretty much the same one year 
as another : the expense of the entrances for dif- 
ferent stakes are also known ; so no man can at all 
events be ruined suddenly by keeping race-horses if 
he does not bet. If he is foolish enough to incur an 
expense of 1000/. a-year, when he cannot afibrd to 
pay 200Z., he does it with his eyes open. Probably 
his other expenses are about in the same ratio : still, 

• At Wolverhampton races, for the Holyoak Stakes, Hyllus 
carried 9 st. 6 lb., twice round and a distance, thereby giving 
Retriever, the winner, 23 lb., both 6 yrs. 
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when he is ruined, the poor race-horses are sure to 
come in for all the odium. 

Let us suppose two sensible young men of fortune, 
on commencing life, each selecting his favourite pursuit 
— the one takes to fox-hunting, the other to keeping 
race-horses. "We will say the general expense of a 
pack of fox-hounds is 1400/. per annum which is I 
should think (take England throughout) about a fair 
average, and we will allow the other to lay aside 
1400Z. a-year for his race-horse expenses. Now we 
are quite sure the fox-hounds wiU bring no further 
return than the amusement they aflford, nor does the 
owner expect it. The other spends the same sum in 
the keep, travelling expenses, entries, and riders for 
his horses ; if he never wins a race, he is only in the 
same situation as the owner of the fox-hounds ; but 
he must be a most unlucky wight indeed if this is the 
case. In fact, he cannot but win some of his expenses 
back: with moderate luck and moderate judgment he 
may cover them aU ; and if his judgment and good 
luck are in the ascendant, he may make money. I 
grant, as I have said before, that few do so ; but of 
those who keep race-horses, there are numbers who 
have no judgment at all, many who have but little, 
and not one in fifty whose judgment is really good. 
This is one reason why so few make their horses pay. 

There are two things a man should well consider 
before he ventures on the turf: the one is, has he 
capital to stand a season or two of ill luck ? for be he 
on the whole as lucky as he will, this will in its turn 
happen. Thus, if his first year happens to be an 
unlucky one, if he cannot stand this, and wait till his 
turn comes round, he is swamped from want of 
capital — by no means an .ncommon thing. The 

o 3 
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next and equally important thing to be well looked 
into is, is he quite sure he possesses steadiness and 
nerve enough to resist the temptation to bet heavily ? 
If he has not these two requisites, for the sake of 
himself and the feelings of his friends let him keep 
from the turf, for it will be all but certain ruin. If 
he possesses both these requisites, let him begin 
keeping race-horses as soon as he likes — they will do 
him no more harm than any other expensive pursuit. 

I have ventured in these few pages to give my 
impressions on some parts of racing affairs. That 
they may not be perfectly correct is doubtless the 
case; but take them as a whole, however feebly 
expressed, they are founded on fact and truth, and as 
such may be in some slight degree useful to the very 
young and the very unwary. K I have only bright- 
ened one spark of indignation in the breasts of men 
of honour against the class of pests I have alluded to, 
I have done something : if among the thousands who 
could handle the subject so much better than I have 
done, I can induce one to take up his pen in the same 
cause, I have done a great deal : and if this should 
eventually tend to the driving these harpies back to 
the insignificance from which they sprung, it would 
indeed be a glorious achievement. Then and not tiU 
then will racing again become a harmless and ex- 
hilarating amusement to the public, a benefit to the 
country, a manly and national sport, the pride and 
glory of Englishmen. 
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OPINIONS ON CRUELTY. 

" Cruel or not cruel ? that's the question." 

That there can be a shadow of doubt as to what is or 
is not cruel may at first appear as a perfectly absurd 
idea. It is laconically remarked in the play of John 
Bvllj " Justice is justice, Mr. Thombury." This is 
self-evident, and that cruelty is cruelty is equally cer- 
tain. Still, what is cruelty to a particular object is 
not quite so easily defined as it may be supposed to 
be. An atrocious act of barbarity can admit of but 
one construction, and can excite but one feeling in any 
commonly well-regulated mind, and that feeling must 
be one of unmitigated abhorrence and disgust. That 
there are stages of cruelty we learn so long ago as the 
time of Hogarth, and that those stages are still ex- 
hibited and practised even in these days of refinement, 
our every day's experience and observation are quite 
sufficient evidence. Many things are, however, daily 
done, and others left undone, by which acts of cruelty 
are inflicted both by commission and omission where 
none were reaUy intended; and at the same time 
many things are done that bear the appearance of 
cruelty that really cannot admit of such a construction 
when properly investigated. 

I regret to say, I consider that in this country the 
horse is more subject to cruelty and ill-usage than any 
other indigenous animal we possess. I do not except 
even that ill-used animal the ass — for Jack is rather 
a difficult gentleman to understand and appreciate. 
I am a devoted friend to all animals, and to Jack 
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among the number. In an ordinary way he certainly 
gets coarser fare and harder blows than the horse : 
but as to his fare, it is well known he would leave the 
hay of the race-horse for the first thistle he could get 
hold of; and as to the blows, I must in candour allow 
that in very many cases it " sarves him right." That 
there is a difference in the dispositions of these animals 
is beyond doubt, but much less so than in perhaps those 
of most other animals that come under our immediate 
observation. With a sluggish one, feed him as you 
may, work him as little as you may, he will prefer 
having his sides and quarters visited by an ash plant 
in the hands of an athletic savage, to accelerating his 
wonted pace; and should those strokes be applied 
with the rapidity of a mountebank playing on a salt- 
box, a twist to the right or left of his nether parts 
is generally the only result. Perhaps he goes upon 
the principle of the schoolboy: "If I learn A, which 
I could soon do, they'll make me learn B and all the 
cross row : " so Jack concludes that if he evinced his 
perfect understanding of these hints by quickening his 
walk, a trot would then be demanded, and this he 
considers " a consummation devoutly " to be avoided. 
I am quite willing to agree with Sterne, that " with 
an ass one might converse for ever: so one might 
with a German postilion : but whoever has had the 
gratification of riding behind these imperturbable 
animals must have found, that, converse as long as 
you will, you will persuade neither the one nor the 
other to quicken his progression. If we wantonly 
put any two animals to the same degree of pain, the 
atrocity of the act is as great in the one case as in the 
other, and of course the suffering is equal to the ani- 
mals : but as Jack prefers being bastinadoed to mend- 
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ing his pace, and the horse does not, it must be evi- 
dent that they do not endure the same degree of pain 
from the same mode of punishment, though to a by- 
stander the brutality of the driver might appear the 
same whether applied to the horse or the ass. StUl 
in point of fact the quantum of cruelty in the two 
cases is very disproportionate, and is some proof that 
we may in many instances be misled in our estima- 
tion of cruelty by the appearance of it ; whereas, on 
the other hand, many acts of absolute cruelty are 
daily practised without the suflFering object of them 
exciting the slightest sympathy or commiseration. 

In reference to German postilions, I must in justice 
mention an anecdote of one of these really queer 
fellows that did so much honour to his heart and feel- 
ings, that, in compliment to his nation, it ought not 
to be omitted. A young friend of mine, who had 
been accustomed to four merry English posters and 
English post-boys (the generality of whom, to their 
eternal infamy be it spoken, would at any time risk 
killing their horses for an extra five shillings), was 
travelling in Germany, and had paid the postilions 
with his accustomed English profusion. He got by 
this extra thanks and extra bows ; but an extra mile 
within the hour was out of the question; so he 
determined the next stage to give the men as little as 
he possibly could ; did so, and told them why he did 
so: they merely shrugged their shoulders a little 
higher than usual. Now, in England, from such bad 
pay being told to the new postilions, he would have 
travelled the next stage about the pace of a hearse. 
But here he went on exactly at the same rate of going 
he had done before. My friend stopped the drivers, 
told them why he had paid with such parsimony, 
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and now oflfered an additional bribe for additional 
speed. The reply he got from one of the postilions 
was this, and which he had the good sense and good 
feeling to appreciate : " He would be happy to oblige, 
but he might never have the honour to see M3mheer 
again ; but he saw his cattle every day, and would 
not distress them." 

I could have hugged the fine fellow had I been 
there, though this mode of salutation is not much in 
my way. Show me an English post-boy who would 
have acted thus against his interest : show me any 
English coach-owner who would let feeling for his 
horses interfere with his interest: to such men I 
would say, but should say it without the hope of 
producing any effect, " Go and do thou likewise : " not 
they indeed. 

I am quite aware I am now about to tread on, if 
not forbidden, at all events very dangerous ground. 
I am going to accuse ladies of being very frequently 
the perpetrators, I should rather say instigators, of 
cruelty towards that animal who conduces so much 
to their comfort and amusement — namely, the horse. 
I can fancy I now hear myself exclaimed against by all 
parties as a perfect savage. " What," exclaim the 
fairer part of the creation, " can the monster mean by 
accusing us of cruelty ?" — " What ! " exclaim equally 
loudly the male part of my readers ; " accuse woman, 
lovely woman, of cruelty ! — her, whose softness alone 
humanises our rugged nature! — her, whose tender- 
ness and smiles can alone by their fascination control 
our coarser feelings and passions! — her, the bright 
ornament of our homes, the projector of and partici- 
pator in all those commendable and social virtues she 
alone has taught us to prize and to enjoy! — her, 
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• whose tenderness and love smooth the pillow in our 
sickness, and rob the gloomy pathway to eternity of 
so many of its terrors as to cause oiu* chief regret to 
be the leaving so tender, so perfect a being behind 
us ! " Eeader, I love you for your enthusiasm in so 
bright a cause, and offer my humble tribute with 
equal devotion at so fair a shrine. I quite acquit 
ladies of being the vnUing perpetrators of any 
acts of cruelty towards any animals (except their 
lovers); but that horses do suffer in their cause 
is decidedly the case. Ladies, in a general way, 
are aU delighted by fast travelling, no matter by 
what sort of vehicle. I dare say the inventor of that 
Brogdignagian butterfly the aerial machine had the 
gratification of the ladies in view when he projected 
its construction : if so, I wish him every success, and 
trust the ladies will then go as fast as they can wish : 
it will save my poor friends (horses) many an aching 
limb. Now, whether the woman of rank and fortune 
travels in her own carriage with posters, or one in a 
humbler walk of life goes by the Manchester Tele- 
graph, the inn that furnishes the boys who drive the 
fastest, or the coach that goes the fisuatest, is sure to 
be the inn and the coach most patronised by ladies. 
The former rolls along in her soft-lined and well-hung 
carriage at an accelerated pace, stimulated by extra 
fees to the post-boys. The horses, it is true, by dint 
of whip and spur, go the last mile as rapidly as the 
first. What their sufferings may be during the stage 
or after never strikes the mind of its fair inmate : it 
never strikes her that to arrive at the end of twelve 
miles ten minutes the sooner, she is in point of fact 
inflicting wanton suffering on four naturally noble, 
generous, and unoffendmg animals. Once only oblige 
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this lady to leave her carriage and stand by and see 
these poor victims unharnessed : let her see their 
raw and bleeding shoulders, their panting sides 
and distended nostrils, their blood-shot and glassy 
eyes, their limbs trembling with pain from the extra 
exertion she has thus wantonly occasioned them : let 
her see them two hours afterwards, when they have 
got cool, standing with their heads resting on the 
manger, too sick at heart and stomach to touch the 
food their exhausted frames so much need to render 
them capable of a repetition of the same suffering ; 
this, nature is too far exhausted to allow them to 
take : let her see them stand motionless, unless when 
they endeavour to procure some ease to their stiffened 
and aching limbs by changing their position : let her 
see this, of which she has no conception, and, if I 
know the mind or heart of woman, she would repro- 
bate instead of encourage a repetition of the cause of 
such a scene. Nor let it be supposed that this scene 
is exaggerated : it is a state to which post-horses are 
always reduced when urged beyond their strength. 
Fortunately this is not a case of every-day occurrence, 
and only takes place when the cupidity of post-boys 
and post-masters induces them to comply with the 
unreasonable requests of particular persons ; and these 
particular persons, we will hope for humanity's sake, 
are but few : in the above case there cannot be two 
opinions as to its cruelty. 

Nor is the lady alluded to as travelling by the 
fast-coach exempt altogether from a share of that 
censure that becomes the due of every one, who, to 
gratify whim or caprice, occasions unnecessary pain to 
other objects, whether of the human or brute species ; 
still she is not, like the former more favoured votary 
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of fashion, the direct cause of the suffering she occa- 
sions. The latter is only one among hundreds who 
thoughtlessly enjoy a rapid mode of conveyance, 
which they are not aware is only to be accomplished 
by a vast deal of animal suffering. 

Reader, hast ever been in that abode of crippled 
horses, a coachstable ? Probably not : but I have in 
hundreds, and have there seen the direful havoc of 
fast-coaches. We must recollect that nothing but a 
high-couraged and high-bred horse is fit for a coach- 
horse (in these days). Carrying this in our minds, 
we must not infer, because we see four horses going 
along without the constant application of the whip, that 
they are going at their ease : quite the reverse : they 
are probably even at that moment suffering much, 
either from distress by pace or bodily infirmity ; for 
we are not to expect such coaches as a Brighton Age^ 
a Windsor Taglioni^ or a Birmingham Tantivy (were) 
on every road. Here horses were bought in their prime, 
were kept in the highest possible condition, and from 
their number were allowed proper intervals and days 
of rest. But, taking a long line of road, many brutes 
of coachowners purchase only infirm horses, which by 
dint of punishment are made to do work for which 
they are really totally unfit. It is enough for their 
owner that they do it, their free and generous spirit 
inducing them to prefer the agony of going to that 
inflicted by the whip. But even here the suffering, 
great though it be, is slight in comparison to that 
endured by night-horses. Even coach-owners are 
ashamed to exhibit to the public the dreadful wrecks 
of horses turned over to the night-coaches. Here is 
suffering with a vengeance ! Here the short docker 
can be used without exciting the cry of "shame" 
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along the road. Horses with shoulders where there 
are deep-seated wounds, in which without any ex- 
aggeration half an orange may be buried, are here 
worked : here also are to be found others with legs 
in that state that would call at once for the inter- 
ference of the Society for the Suppression of Cruelty 
if exhibited in open day. If that Society want full 
occupation for their truly meritorious exertions, let 
me recommend them to make a tour of the fast-coach 
night-stables. This would some years since have 
been, I allow, an Augean task : now, fortunately for 
horses, night-coaches are scarce. No class of men 
(speaking of them of course in a general way) have 
so little even of the commonest feelings of humanity 
towards horses as coach-masters, although it is by 
the exertions of this very animal that they gain their 
livelihood : they regard the horse, the coach, and the 
harness precisely in the same light, and provided the 
whole come in safe and keep time, they have no more 
feeling for the unfortunate horse than they have for 
the coach or harness : he brings the coach home ; that 
is enough for them ; at what expense of suffering he 
may do so they care not a pin. Should he become 
so weak or lame that continuing him at work would 
render him incurable, they kindly take him out of 
the team, not from the slightest compassion towards 
a faithful servant, but because, if they did not do this, 
either death would ensue or he would be rendered 
useless to them. The resting him therefore is a 
consideration of pounds, shillings, and pence. But 
the probability of death does not in all cases procure 
for him an intermission of his labours. This depends 
wholly on his value, and how far, in case this common 
act of humanity were extended towards him, his sub- 
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sequent labour would pay for the indulgence. If it is 
thought it would, he is rested ; if not, he is worked 
on till he drops. Many persons would be much 
astonished to be told, while they were going along 
twelve miles an hour, that the entire team before the 
coach was not worth eighteen pounds, sometimes not 
so much : but such is the case. What must be the 
infirmities of four good sort of horses to bring them 
to this price, and what their sufferings labouring under 
such infirmities ! Common reason teUs us what they 
must be. These are a few observations on their 
horses common in the mouth of coach-masters : — " It 
will be cheaper to work him to death than to be at any 
expense about him." This means, that if resting 
him for three months will cost three pounds, and by 
working him to death three pounds five shillings is to 
be got out of him, he is condemned at once, and 
works till he drops. " It will pay better to work 
him to death than to sell him at that price." That 
is, the price offered does not amount by five or ten 
shillings to the amount of labour still left in him ; so 
he shares the fate of his companion above. " He is 
cheap to whip to death at the price;" or, " I only 
bought him to whip to death." This is a frequent 
remark when a low-priced horse is purchased in. He 
is wanted for a night-coach, or to work some tempo- 
rary opposition: and this is said of some wreck 
of a splendid hunter, who has carried our aristocracy 
in the first flight over Leicestershire, and is the fate 
that awaits many who are now doing the same thing! 
Human Nature, thou art but a combination of selfish- 
ness and ingratitude at the very best ! 

To show I am tolerably correct in my estimation 
of the general tender mercies of coach-masters, I will 
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mention an anecdote of one, who, in any thing but 
what regarded his horses, was a kind man. He was 
also a veterinary surgeon. He once took me to see 
his horses on a line of road where he had a strong 
opposition that had been running some months. I 
went into his stables, and such an exhibition of 
spectres of horses I never saw, aU of a superior sort 
and breed — he knew too well to buy any other for 
such work — but such an accumulation of distress, 
such an assemblage of the lame, the halt, and the 
blind, I never beheld, except afterwards in the field 
behind the stable: this was a complete knacker's 
yard. I do not pretend to finer feelings than my 
neighbours, but I positively felt a sickening sensation, 
and turned away from the revolting scene. On 
returning to the stables, one of his coaches came up, 
all the horses distressed enough; but one, a little 
mare, scarcely well bred enough for her place, was in 
a state of such dreadful distress I pronounced her a 
dead one. " So did I," said her master, " the first 
time I saw her come in : she will blow in that way 
for these two hours; she has an oppression on her 
lungs, but is a very good mare. I know she is out 
of her place, but she wiU go on." Now here, because 
this animal could go on, she was to be kept working 
in this distress without exciting one feeling of com- 
passion. Bad enough this, but not quite so bad as 
what follows. The up-coach came in, and the coach- 
man was addressed as follows: — "I hear you was 
beat last night by three minutes; don't let this 
happen again if you can help it. I don't mind 
skinning a horse a day, but keep your coach in front." 
Did not mind skinning! That is, of course, kill- 
ing by over-distress a horse a-day. I never for- 
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gave him that speech, nor ever shall. Now, had he 
been determined not to be beaten, and had told his 
coachman so, adding to the " keep your coach in 
front," I will have double sets for you all along the 
line, I should have admired his spirit instead of de- 
testing his barbarity. 

Something like this " going in front," but with a 
very different spirit, was said by a Master of Fox- 
hounds to his huntsman, who rode nearly seventeen 
stone. " Never think of your horse or your pace ; 
the moment you find one at all distressed, another 
shall be ready for you ; only show my friends sport, 
and kill your foxes, and you shall have a fresh horse 
every three fields if you want him." This was some- 
thing like : he was really in all things a noble fellow, 
and, as was said of King Charles, " enjoyed his girl 
and bottle, and got mellow, and (mind) kept com- 
pany with gentlemen." 

I know the answer coach-owners would make, and 
I cannot gainsay the truth of it. " The public like 
to go fast, and at the per mileage we charge as fares 
we cannot get a coach along at a fast pace without 
the cruelty we are accused of." I know this as well 
as they do : but with whom did this speed originate ? 
Not with the public. Had all coaches continued to 
go eight miles an hour, there would have been no 
patronising one more than another, and at the eight 
miles the public must have gone: but some coach- 
master struck out the idea that by going faster he 
should get a greater share of patronage than his 
neighbour, and his neighbour was then forced to do 
the same. These two men perhaps horsed their 
coaches in so superior a manner that the work could 
be done in the time without any cruelty to their 
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stock, and here the public gained a justifiable ad- 
vantage: but then the man who horsed his coach 
badly found it necessary to keep the same time, and 
here -the cruelty began. Again, the never-to-be- 
satisfied greediness of coach-owners went to work, 
and some one, who had hitherto done his work well, 
began by lowering his fares to endeavour to again 
supplant his neighbour. What was the consequence? 
To make it pay at the lower fares, he must diminish 
his expenses : fewer and less able horses were used ; 
and others followed his example, till it amounted to 
this, that either money could not be got, or it must 
be got by the cruelties I have truly, however im- 
perfectly, represented. Coaching is, however, nearly 
done up, therefore my remarks on the cruelties prac- 
tised on horses in this way shall conclude here. 

Hide me, my good genius, in impenetrable ob- 
scurity ; advocate my cause, ye lovers of fair truth, 
while I avow my pity for those pitiable animals, a 
pair of horses jobbed by a single lady during the 
London season. — " Massa here, Massa there, Massa 
everywhere," is fully exemplified in the perpetual 
appearance of the jobs — " they are only jobs:" so 
the usual work of a twelvemonth is to be got out of 
them during the time they are engaged for. If they 
are kept in the jobmaster's stable, they stand some 
chance of fair play, because, if they have done a full 
day's work, another pair are substituted for the 
theati'e, concert, or party at night : but if kept in the 
lady's own stable, under her control, and their work 
measured by her judgment and conscience (in this 
particular), God help them ! They catch it in every 
way. Ladies are not very apt to lend their own 
horses and carriage to each other, but it is really 
wonderful how kind, good natured, and considerate 
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a pair of jobs render them, as the following ar- 
rangement and dialogue show: — 

" Poor Mrs. Formerdays ! she was always used to 
her carriage till lately ; it would be but kind to send 
ours to fetch her." " Poor Mrs. So-and-so is really 
ill; it would be a great treat to her to get an 
airing. We shall be three hours at the Exhibition 
to-morrow; we can send her the carriage while we 
are there; it can then fetch us, and we shall have 
plenty of time to go into the City. We can then 
drive round by Hampstead, call on Miss Spinster, 
get into the Park by five, and have an hour's drive 
there before we go home to dress ; and as the 
horses will only then have to take us to Mrs. Feed-us- 
all's to dinner, and to Lady Lovelight's rout and 
fetch us home, we can manage to send them to Mrs. 
So-and-so nicely, and much better than when we 
want more of them ourselves." — Perhaps, Reader, 
you will agree with me that for a light day's work 
this win do. 

" My dear Mrs. Flatterwell," said Mrs. Heartall to 
her visitor, " who do you think I have invited to 
meet you at dinner to-morrow ?" 

Mrs. Flatterwell : " Of course I don't know, but 
some delightful agreeable creature I am sure if she is 
a friend of yours ; your friends aU are so, my poor 
self excepted." 

Mrs. Heartall : " Oh, you flatterer ! Well, then, I 
have asked that dear Mrs. Feel-our-frowns that we 
used to admire so much when she drove those beauti- 
ful grays !" 

Mrs. Flatterwell : " You see I was quite right, 
but I thought you had not visited her since that 
dreadful loss of property she met with." 
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Mrs. Heartall : " Why, my dear, I will tell you 
how this arose. You know till lately I always kept 
my own horses, and when, poor dear thing, she was 
obliged to give up her carriage, being a very, very 
old Mend, and having received a great deal of kind- 
ness from her when I was a girl, whenever I invited 
her I was forced to send my horses for her, for it is 
not flattering to see No. 527. drive up to one's door ; 
so in pity to my poor horses, I was obliged to cut 
her ; but now, as / job horses while I am in town, it 
does not matter, I can always send for her, and send 
her home." 

Who would not be a friend or even one of a pair 
of jobs to a woman whose feelings were of so high a 
tone! Reader, didst never meet amid a certain clique 
one possessed of such ? Perhaps not. I can only say 
one of my family, mentioned here as Mrs. Feel-our- 
frowns, did, and I here have given the true anec- 
dote. 

Let the charming Miss Bobbinet condescend to ac- 
company the ever-fascinating Mr. Staytape in a gig 
to dine at Richmond, what would she think of him if 
he crawled along eight miles an hour, allowing them- 
selves to be passed on the road — would she not think 
him a pitiful fellow? The whole pleasure of the 
thing would be destroyed; while, on the contrary, he 
rises in her estimation every time he gives others, as 
they jointly call it, the go-by, the rapidity in their 
estimation showing the superiority of the equipage. 
The feathers fly backwards, as if in derision of those 
left behind; the showy and many-coloured shawl 
flutters in emulation of the plumes, and the ribbons 

in interposition rustle with pride and delight for 

who ever saw an underbred female properly dressed 
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in an open carriage of any sort ? The Hon. Mrs. A. 
wears such a dress in her britzka — why should not 
Miss Bobbinet wear the same in a hired gig ? 

But though, from the Countess to the counter-girl, 
they must go fast, I give them full credit for not 
believing, or rather thinking, whether they go eight 
miles an hour or fifteen, that horses suffer from it. 
Ladies are bad judges of pace: they know if they 
are going fast, but do not know how fast they are 
going. "Women are d — d bad judges of pace, my good 
fellow," said a friend of mine to me, whose pretty 
and really amiable little wife had spent in two months 
in London the annual amount of their income. 

In the hope of in some degree diverting the anger 
of ladies from what I have written, I do cheerfully and 
confidently assert my belief, that though horses un- 
questionably suffer much in their service, it in almost 
all cases proceeds from their want of knowledge of 
what occasions distress and suffering to them. Wo- 
men, of all created beings, are in every sense of the 
word the most generous minded, and least selfish. 
Man will rarely sacrifice his interest or comfort for 
Woman ; Woman constantly does hers for Man : it 
seems one of the attributes of her nature to sacrifice 
self for others: yet from thoughtlessness will the 
same fair being keep her servants and horses waiting 
in the most inclement night, while wasting, or worse 
than wasting, her time in listening to the persiflage of 
some coxcomb she inwardly despises. 

Some years since I was taken to a party by the 
rather giddy wife of a friend of mine, who always 
indulged her in furnishing her carriage with as fine a 
pair of horses as any woman in London drove : her 
carriage was ordered at one, intending to escape 
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supper : it came ; I informed her of it : " she was 
engaged the next quadrille : " it was danced, and her 
partner handed her down to supper: dancing was 
resumed ; three, four o'clock came : then my fair 
friend, enveloped in cashmeres without number, came 
forth: the vestibule, staircase, and hall were warm 
as art could make them ; but in passing from the 
door to the carriage, she remarked that this exposure 
to the cold was dreadful. It never occurred to her 
that her horses and servants had been shivering at 
that door for three hours. Now I am quite ready 
to admit that a delicate female and horses and ser- 
vants are quite different things ; that use accustoms 
the one to what would be death to the other ; still, 
they aU have feelings ; and apportion the degree 
of hardship to the powers of endurance of each, and 
each wiU have the same share of suffering. Leave 
the horses and servants exposed to a freezing snow- 
storm, and the lady to a cold room without fire, they 
would probably suffer equally; and in retributive 
justice such punishment ought to be inflicted on her 
to teach her what she thus unthinkingly inflicts on 
others. But she has probably never been exposed to 
real suffering of any sort, consequently cannot feel 
for what she never felt : she is in the position of the 
Princess, who, hearing that many of her father's 
subjects were starving, declared that rather than 
absolutely starve she would eat bread and cheese. 

The Lady to whom I allude has unremittingly 
accused me of cruelty, because I have as unremit- 
tingly followed my sporting propensities. That 
there is more or less of cruelty in all sports, 
or at least in most of them, no man of sense 
will dispute ; that is, when sporting is carried on 
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merely as a source of amusement. The Huntsman, 
the Jockey, the Steeple-chase Rider, the Bull-baiter, 
and Dog-fighter — even the Gentleman, if he is merely 
a " bookless sauntering youth, proud of the scut that 
dignifies his cap" — will all deny that there is a 
particle of cruelty in any of their several occupations; 
while the man of sense will candidly admit the charge, 
but may very justifiably add, that if we do not let a 
selfish thirst for amusement benumb or obliterate our 
feelings of humanity, the great source of amusement 
arising from sporting, and also the great advantages 
a large portion of the community derive from it, over- 
balance the trifling cruelty we inflict in its pursuit : 
and this is the only true state of the case. No man 
can attempt to deny that to turn out a stag merely 
for the pleasure of hunting him is gratifying ourselves 
at the expense of a harmless animal; it would be 
folly to deny it: still I hunted seven seasons with 
stag-hounds, and must allow I never thought of 
anything but keeping as near to the hounds as a 
sportsman ought to be. Foxes are vermin, some will 
say, therefore we ought to kill them : " so where's 
the cruelty?" This is all nonsense. If there is any 
cruelty in hunting, whether it be the fox or the hare, 
the thing is the same; and for this reason a gun would 
be a quicker mode of ridding ourselves of the one and 
of possessing the other. It is always bad policy to 
pertinaciously defend a bad cause, or to attempt to 
controvert that which in itself is incontrovertible. 
Let us allow therefore, like honest fellows, that there 
is some cruelty even in fox-hunting, but that it is so 
bom with those of the right sort, and is so fascinating 
in its pursuit, that death would almost be preferable 
to resigning it. Then fill a bumper to fox-hunting, 
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and I will be as vociferous in the three times three, 
and again, again, again, as the loudest of you all. 

That fox or stag hunting is the frequent cause 
of a great deal of cruelty and suflfering to horses 
is quite clear ; that is, when they get into certain 
hands. I have some years since seen the Hon. 
Mr. P. with his horse spurred from shoulder to 
flank, and that because, from want of common 
sense and judgment in the early part of the day, he 
had beaten a good horse before it was half over. If 
this is not cruelty I do not know what is. Depend 
upon it the man who would be guilty of it towards 
his horse would be equally the brute to his wife or 
child. God forbid he should ever have the one or the 
other ! Let no man teU me that enthusiasm in the 
chase is an excuse for premeditated and wanton 
cruelty. I maintain it to be wanton cruelty to 
butcher a good horse, when the only plea we can 
produce for so doing is a wish to see more of 
the end of the run, as if a man could never see 
another during his life. I can assert from experi- 
ence and observation — and have had no small share 
of the former, or want of opportunity for the latter 
in these matters — that I never knew one of these 
real butchering riders in the field who was not a 
brute in all his relative connections with society. 
Let it not be supposed that I mean in any way to 
infer that riding straight to hounds necessarily 
involves cruelty to a hunter ; quite the contrary. I 
am perfectly satisfied, and I am sure the best judges 
in these matters will agree with me, that the man 
who rides straightest to hounds, generally speaking, 
distresses his horse the least : he keeps near enough * 
to watch the leading hound, or couple or two of 
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hounds, by which he is enabled often to avail himself 
of sound ground instead of heavy, and perhaps cuts 
off the whole angle of a fifty or sixty-acre field. If 
hounds throw up their noses for only half a minute, 
he can give his horse the full benefit of that half 
minute ; and half a minute, aye ten seconds, is an age 
to a horse all but blown. When they hit it off, he is 
off with them ; they don't gain an inch on him : he 
has no ground to make up, for he is ready to take 
his place. Long may he keep it both here and in 
his chase through life ! 

In riding to hounds, I always adopted one plan, 
which I generally found succeed tolerably well, and 
for the perusal of very young sportsmen, and still 
greater snobs than myself, I here offer it as hints to 
such, but of course to such only. — If you wish to see 
the end of a run, always make your horse your first 
consideration. I mean by this, that, whatever fences 
you may have to take, whatever description of ground 
you may have to ride over, or whatever may be the 
pace you find it necessary to go, always to the best of 
your judgment and ability make him do all this with 
the least possible expenditure of his animal powers 
and spirits; and ever keep in mind, that in the 
beginning of a run you never know where it may end, 
or how great a proportion of these powers and spirits 
may be called for. A horse is not like a steam-engine, 
for which, if you let all the steam off, you can take in 
fresh coke and water. Young hands are apt to forget 
this. The moment hounds are put into covert, throw 
away your cigar, if fancy or fashion has induced you 
to take one; and at once pro tern, give all your 
acquaintance the cut direct, and attend to your 
business — in other words, the hounds. If you are 
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in a country you are acquainted with, and consequently 
know the point a fox generally makes for from this 
covert, place yourself so as not to prevent his break- 
ing, but so as to command a view when he does break. 
If you are in a strange country, cock up your nose, 
like a deer when uncarted; ascertain the way the 
wind comes, and place yourself, as a sailor would say, 
to leeward of the covert : for, unless a fox has some 
favourite point to make — and he will then often face 
a hurricane — you will generally find you have done 
right. So soon as you see a couple or two of hounds 
come out of covert in chase, if you have either viewed 
the fox or heard a " view-halloo" in that direction, or 
hear the " Hark-hollow" or " Hark-forward, hark ! " of 
the huntsman, you may be sure they are right. Lose 
not a moment : but get up to your hounds. If there 
is any wind, and that a side one, sink it ; in other 
words, keep your hounds to windward of you. By 
this, if in a very enclosed country they should get out 
of your sight, you will hear them and every halloo of 
the huntsman : and more than this, the chances are 
they will come down to you, instead of your having to 
get to them. And now, supposing hounds to be well 
settled to their fox, and you, from having attended 
to your business at the covert side, have a good 
place, remember every yard you lose your horse will 
have to recover; more horses are beat from being 
obliged to catch hounds than from laying with them. 
The moment you are over a fence into a field, cast an 
eye to the one that is to take you out of it : if you 
see a more practicable part than another, and that 
not much out of your line, make for it ; make for it 
at once^ as no man who hesitates can ride well to 
hounds. Keep fast hold of your horse by the head, 
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drive your feet well down in your stirrups, fix your- 
self, as much as to say " clear it or fall, we go 
together," and put him at it as straight as a shot. 
Keep your eye always on the leading hound. If you 
find him only hesitate, take a pull at your horse : at the 
slightest check, pull up at once. The moment the scent 
is again hit, be off as quick as the hounds : in short, 
lay with them, and sail away ds long as you can. If you 
find your horse getting blown, pull him off his pace ; it 
is the only chance you have : he will probably shortly 
recover ; but if you persevere, you will beat him in two 
fields : when it is " bellows to mend," you must stop to 
mend them. If he does not recover, you will be sure 
you did right : he could not have gone on. Go home ; 
you will save perhaps a really good hunter for another 
day, and will at all events have the satisfaction of 
feeling — if you have any feeling, which I hope you 
have — that you have not wantonly butchered a 
willing servant after he had done aU that nature 
allowed him to do for you. A touch of the spurs may 
be frequently necessary to the best of horses at large 
fences ; but when a willing good horse comes to that 
period of distress that he requires the application of 
them to get him along, it is quite time to leave off 
for that day. If we only look on our horses as 
machines, we all know it is quite wonderful what they 
can be made to do by the whip and spur when in the 
greatest distress : but the man who could find grati- 
fication in riding one in this state never ought to be 
enabled to ride another. K a horse is a good one, he 
wiU do aU that can be fairly asked of him willingly : 
if he fails we have either demanded too much of him, 
or he was perhaps not quite right on the particular 
day. If a horse frequently tires, sell him at once ; he 
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will do for many other purposes, though no hunter. 
It would be cruel and useless to punish the poor brute 
because nature had denied him stamina. If he is a 
bad unwilling one, sell him also ; his proper place is 
the wheel of a coach, where the double-thong will 
teach him he must work as well as his neighbours : 
he deserves it. This would not be cruelty. 

Let me most earnestly beg it may be clearly under- 
stood that the few hints I have here given on riding 
to hounds are merely intended for young sportsmen, 
or men who, as I did, consider themselves mounted 
with five horses. Men who keep fifteen for their own 
riding can of course take what liberties they like with 
them, and, having a fresh horse or two out, can, if 
they think there is any merit in the thing, take the 
steel out of them in half an hour — no difficult matter, 
let me say. I am, however, not qilite sure they could 
at the finish give a clearer account of the run than 
their less opulent, and therefore, from necessity, more 
considerate, brother sportsmen. " Money," the old 
saying says, " makes the mare to go:" so it does the 
horse ; but it will not make him go beyond his powers, 
or longer or better than other men's horses: if it 
could, poor devils like myself would have no business 
fox-hunting : but as it will not, " a hunting we will 
go, will go, a hunting we wiU go, " as long as we can ; 
at least I will. 

Having said this much of glorious fox-hunting, as I 
am writing my crude ideas of what is and what is not 
cruelty to animals, I now come to hare hunting. Is 
it not cruel to hunt a poor hare to death ? Certainly 
it is cruel — very cruel, if the term pleases better — 
and in point of fact cruel it is. I always like to see 
things properly defined. The only answer, I should 
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perhaps say palliation, to be offered is the one I have 
before given ; namely, the pleasure it affords to many 
is an excuse for the pain we inflict on one animal ; 
for in hare-hunting, the hare only suffers : a horse, if 
in any condition, cannot, unless he gets his death 
from cold. If I dare flatter myself that what I write 
will be read by many, I should feel my ears tingle ; 
for I should have every hare-hunter on my devoted 
head. I am no thistle-whipper myself, never was, 
never had patience for it; but I am quite free to 
admit that if a man wishes to reaUy see hunting, he 
wiU see more of it in one month with harriers than in 
ten with fox-hoimds, particularly in the present style 
of fox-hunting. We have become a set of Steeple- 
chase riders with a fox and hounds before us; but 
real hunting is over, unless vrith some "fine old 
English Gentleman," if he is to be found, who keeps 
his hounds for hunting's sake, his own amusement, and 
that of his immediate friends and neighbours. After 
all, hunting is but an amusement ; and whether fol- 
lowed in one way or the other, if we are amused the 
end is answered : but if we want to see hunting, or 
are old-fashioned enough to like the music of hounds, 
we can get it now only by going with harriers, or 
getting up in the morning and going cub-hunting. 
" Hark on the drag I hear," is no more. Display at 
the "meet" is the first desideratum; riding in the 
first flight in the chase, the second. At such a meet, 
he who, as I have just done, would be bold enough 
to talk about hounds hunting or the music of hounds, 
would be considered as great a Goth as the man de- 
tected in attending to the music of an Opera. Some 
people — of course they must be " people that nobody 
knows" — may say, if you care not about hunting 
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or music, why go hunting or to the Opera ? Unen- 
lightened savages! you might as well ask why the 
hopeful youth who d — s the parade or field-day goes 
into the Army. Strip the jacket, shako, sabretache, 
and other accoutrements of their lace — make the 
dress to look like service and service only — infandum 
puer^ the Cornet's " occupation's gone " at once : he 
would quit the Army in disgust. So, let "meets" 
be at seven instead of eleven, and consequently let a 
few fashionable men make some other amusement 
fashionable, Billesdon and Kirby Gate would only 
boast of perhaps fifty sportsmen : let the boxes at the 
Opera be so constructed as to render its visitants in- 
visible, and the stage only to be seen from them, the 
house would in one month be like " some banquet hall 
deserted." To suppose men hunt from the love of 
hunting, frequent the Opera from the love of music, 
or enter the Army from the love of a soldier's life, are 
all ideas too monstrous to be entertained by any man 
who is not a subject for the Hanwell Asylum. 

Racing I have heard anathematised by men who 
discourage it as the height of cruelty. This is quite 
wrong. That there is a certain degree of cruelty 
practised in this as well as in all the pursuits of 
sporting men, we must not deny : but I should say, 
that, generally speaking, less takes place in this than 
in most sports. Doubtless the labours of the race- 
horse in full work are great and severe, and a horse 
under the hands of the Chifneys is pretty sure of 
getting his full dose of it. But we must recollect he 
is brought to this by degrees, and when he comes to 
the post, though he may generally expect severe ex- 
ertion and sometimes severe punishment, both the 
one and the other are of very short duration, and the 
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latter, if a good and willing horse, is only of very 
rare occurrence. I am quite aware that some horses 
require "getting along all the way." But this is 
not punishment, and such horses are but a few among 
the many ; and I am satisfied many racing men will 
agree ynth me that if we could contrive to give most 
jockeys their whip and spurs when a hundred yards 
from home, and not till then, it would be all the 
better ; for I venture to assert, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that an early application of either loses by 
far a greater number of races than ever were won by 
it, and, iii more cases than are supposed, produce a 
shortened instead of a lengthened stride. Experi- 
enced jockeys know this, and seldom use their whip 
but as a last resource : young ones, and particularly 
gentleman jocks, too often make it their first, 
whether wanted or not. This does make racing cru- 
elty. I can only say, if I was a race-horse, I would 
rather be ridden ten races by such men as the 
Chifoeys, Robinsons, Scotts, Days, and many others, 
severe as they can be, than be ridden once by the 
generality of gentlemen or ordinary jocks. With the 
first, I should be certain of not being punished unless 
I deserved it, or necessity compelled them to it : with 
the latter, I should be almost sure of it, perhaps a 
quarter of a mile from home, unless absolutely in 
front, and indeed sometimes then. K we were always 
to flog a boy, when he is first put up to ride, if he 
dared strike his horse when more than half distance 
from the winning-post, nine times out of ten he would 
have deserved it, and it would make a jockey of him. 
As to the gentlemen jocks, if there were ten of them, 
I should like to flog at least nine before they start 
merely as a reminder to use more head, more hands, 
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more patience, and less whip during the race. They 
would improve much under the discipline: but as 
they would not probably submit to be severely 
whipped, I suppose their poor horses must. Such 
men as Lord Howth, General Gilbert, Captain Pettat, 
Mr. Kent, Mr. White, and some others, are excep- 
tions : they are of course excluded from my flog^ng 
speculation ; but for God's sake give it to scores of 
others I could name con amove — that is, if you can ! 
This would be justice — not cruelty. 

Steeple-racing is a description of sport for which 
we are chiefly indebted to Ireland for its introduction 
here ; and certainly if a medium had been wanting 
through which robbery could be effected with more 
impunity and less chance of detection than by any 
other mode of racing, our debt of obligation to the 
Sister Isle is very heavy indeed. Racing in the old 
and legitimate way was, is, and probably ever will be, 
bad enough in this particular ; but here a good deal of 
nice tact and contrivance is wanting to bring the thing 
off without being too glaring ; and even then, detection 
very often, and suspicion always, follows the perpe- 
trators. But steeple-racing opens a field to the 
veriest bungler in the art of gentlemanlike robbery 
and rascality. How any man in his senses can sport 
his money on such an event (unless he is one of a 
gang) strikes me with perfect astonishment, for here 
all judgment, all knowledge of the relative powers of 
horses, all calculation on former running is thrown 
away. The casualties incident to Steeple-racing set 
all this at defiance, even supposing that all was in- 
tended (which it seldom or ever is) to be fair. In 
racing over the course, good judgment will in the 
long run stand our friend : here the casualties are, iti 
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comparison with Steeple-racing, as one to a hundred. 
Many people imagine that jockeys are constantly paid 
to lose races ; but this is by no means the case : that 
it sometimes occurs is doubtless the fact ; but when 
it does, it is in some leather-plating concern, and 
among fourth or fifth rate riders, who have no cha- 
racter to lose ; for in all great races no men are put 
on any of the horses that are considered as having a 
chance, but who are, generally speaking, men of prin- 
ciple and character, and who would not lose a race 
purposely if directed or even bribed to do so. But sup- 
posing there may be those among such men as would 
do this, the fact is, it is not left to them to lose. If it 
is intended their horse shall not win, the race is lost 
before they mount him. A much surer game is 
played than trusting to their word that they would 
lose, or their management to do so : their horse is 
made so safe that all the jockeyship in the world 
could not make him win. Thus even here the best 
judgment is beat by rascality. What chance then 
has a man betting on a Steeple-race, when the same 
thing is constantly done, where all sorts of excuses 
may be made for the best horse being nowhere, and 
where, if you do find a jock willing to enter into your 
plans, he may lose in fifty ways without the slightest 
suspicion being attached to his conduct, or fault found 
with his riding ? In Ireland, the Steeple-races were 
generally about two miles, and there a great portion 
of the race was seen ; but, as we mercifully always 
make it four, and sometimes more, at least three 
miles of it are run out of sight, or at all events at 
such a distance off that we can just say, " There they 
go,'' or " That's them by the wood yonder." Some 
people tell me, as an excuse for this senseless kind of 
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racing, that it encourages the breed of superior horses. 
Nonsense. Is it to be supposed that any man mil 
ever breed under the idea of winning a Steeple-race ? 
Are not men of large fortune, who give th^ hundred, 
hundred-and-fifties, and two hundred for hunters suf- 
ficient to encourage the breed of superior horses ? I 
will tell these persons what Steeple-racing does en- 
courage* It induces certain men to be always on the 
look out among breeders, farmers, gentlemen's studs, 
&c., for something they consider to possess first-rate 
Steeple-racing properties, to buy him at any price, to 
bring him out, lose a race or two, get heavy odds 
against him for some good thing, then, much to the sur- 
prise of most people, win it, win three or four of the 
best of these good Stakes, and then, when their horse 
is in the fiill confidence of their friends and the pub- 
lic, rob both by again losing — of course only by some 
pretended accidental circumstance. This in no shape 
alters public opinion as to the horse's capabilities, or 
his owner's wish to have won. He is again entered 
for another Stake, goes on well up to the time, never 
was better or more fit to go. The pot is now put on 
in good earnest, for this hocussing cannot last for ever 
with the same horse ; every bet that can be got on is 
taken : of course he loses, and so does every one but 
his own party. It will be now said he has a leg^ is 
laid on the shelf till some opportunity is ripe to bring 
him out again, when, if intended to lose, he is " quite 
recovered," is "if any thing better than ever;" he 
goes, and loses : or taking the other tack, he is stated 
to be regularly stumped up, but his owner is deter- 
mined to give him one more fly. He now goes, and 
wins as it suits his party's book. Success and a halter 
to them! for, to fill the pockets of such a set, are some 
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of the best horaes the world produces sacrificed, and 
butchered to make them win if wanted to win, and 
dosed, to save appearances, when intended to lose. 

If Steeple-racing was merely a race of two or three 
miles over a fair hunting line of country, it would 
perlmps be as good an amusement as any other race, 
with no more suffering to the horses engaged in it, 
and would in fact be a pretty sight. Why is it 
always made four, and often more miles ? For this 
reason: those who make it a profession, and get 
horses for this express purpose, have by this a better 
chance of winning. Why are five, six, and seven 
hundred guineas given for particular horses for this 
purpose ? Not because they are superior as hunters 
for a gentleman's riding, but because they possess ex- 
traordinary qualifieationis for this purpose : and this 
purpose is ... • what ? sport, or the pleasure of 
seeing the horee win? Not a bit: win or lose, the 
purpose is to cheat die public. This the public will 
say is cruel to them: I say it " serves them right :" 
they diould not bet about these things. I am quite 
aure of one thing, it is an unnecessary and wanton 
cruelty to horses, and this does not serve them right. 

Matches against time is another precious mode 
of filling the pockets of a set of miscreants — 
robbing the public, and subjecting a noble animal 
ofiten to suffering and punishment at which humanity 
shudders. Matches against time might take place 
without any undue practice of crudty, if the suffering 
of the animal was (which it never is) in such cases 
made any consideration. What he may be able to do 
with any ordinary suffering is not the calculation at 
all ; but what extra-ordln^Ty suffering and extra-ovdi- 
nary punishment may force him to perform is calcu- 
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lated upon ; and here it becomes absolute and unqua- 
lified brutality — for brutality I always maintain it to 
be, where, for the sake of winning money, we subject 
any animal to such treatment. We are frequently 
told " the mare was pulled up showing very little 
symptom of distress :" or " the horse came in quite 
fresh." Yes, I know what is meant by not " showing 
symptoms of distress:" it means only that no symp- 
toms were shown which indicated that death would 
ensue; and "quite fresh" means that the horse 
walked to his stable without support, which in such 
exhibitions is not always the case. To propose or 
undertake any match against time that it could be 
supposed any horse, or at all events, a particular 
horse, could perform with common exertion would in 
no way answer the purpose of those who make a busi- 
ness of such things : money could not be got on suffi- 
cient to make it worth their while : but propose some 
feat that appears almost impossible, and then the pot 
can be made to boil. It is true it sometimes boils 
over : may it ever do so, and may its owners be put 
in it with a stout lid hermetically sealed ! However, 
succeed or not, in performing such Matches it rarely 
occurs that these unnatural exertions are made, and 
the animal does come in, showing (or at all events 
feeling) no symptoms of distress. The perpetrators 
of them justly fear the execration of the public, con- 
sequently always maintain they were done with ease. 
I saw the conclusion of a Match about three years 
ago. A horse known to be in no condition, a cripple, 
but thorough-bred, was backed to do a gallop-match 
of seventeen miles within the hour over one of the 
most hiUy and distressing roads (for a turnpike road) 
England could produce, two miles of which were at 
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that time newly gravelled in the old way. He won, 
it is true ; but what a win ! His shoulders, where he 
had been chiefly spurred, were in a perfect jelly of 
blood; his sinews had given way; the back of his 
pastern nearly touched the ground oil being pulled 
up ; and it was only by the support of several men 
that he was kept from falling, and thus got into a 
stable. To the disgrace of my country, be it said, 
his rider, who was also his owner, was allowed to re- 
main with a whole skin. There is certainly a Society 
for Preventing Cruelty to Animals; but their laud- 
able exertions are rendered all but useless by the 
restrictions our feeling Legislature puts on their 
power. The owner of this horse might have been 
fined 405. ! What would he care when he made as 
many hundred by the Match in bets and the match- 
money ? If he could have been fined double his win- 
nings, he would be careful in future how he publicly 
exercised his brutality. I should like to have had 
him naked as his horse, tied to the pole of a carriage, 
made a kind of near-side wheeler of for ten miles. I 
would have taught him the full eflPects of a drawing- 
stroke with a double thong, and before I had done 
with him he should have been a perfect judge of what 
distress and punishment are to bear. 

I had locked up the preceding pages in my desk, 
intending to add a few lines to them at my leisure, 
nor for months had I given them a thought till the 
recent Bedford Match of execrable notoriety recalled 
them to my recollection; and, singular enough! I 
had left ofi^ writing after mentioning a Match against 
time won by the very hero of the Bedford tragedy. 
I had given my opinion of the Match I had alluded 
to, and in no very measured terms stated my tender 
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wishes towards its perpetrator. I had mentioned no 
name, hoping he would take a lesson from its result, 
and by following his trade would in future gain a 
livelihood by more respectable means than acts of 
premeditated inhumanity. But, as if "he meant to 
show the reed on which I leant" in forming such 
hopes of him, the Bedford Match has not been the 
only one by many in which this same Burher of 
horses has been since engaged, nor is the pony the 
only one he has killed in his brutal vocation. 

It has been brought forward, in extenuation of the 
cruelty of the late Match, that no whip was allowed 
to be used during its performance. This only makes 
the thing worse. So, because (as it turned out) the 
owner knew that such was the game and generous 
nature of the little animal, that he would go till 
exhausted nature could do no more rather than feel 
the whip, his merciless master could sit behind him, 
witness bis sinking efforts, and only stop him .... 
when ? why, when he found it impossible to win the 
Match. We are told he had said, " if he found the 
pony was distressed, he would pull up." He certainly 
did pull up when he was distressed — distressed 
enough, for he was virtually dying. But, supposing 
it could have been thought that, distressed as he was, 
he could have staggered on so as to have won the 
Match, will any man believe he would have been 
pulled up ? No, not even those who own the enviable 
distinction of being classed among Mr. Burke's friends 
would believe it. There is truly great humanity in 
stopping, or rather permitting, a wretched animal to 
stop, when he can go no longer! There is a wide 
difference between pulling up a horse when he is dis- 
tressed, and doing it so soon as we find he is so. 
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Was this done here ? No : the pony had been pulled 
along for miles in the severest distress. It is stated 
that Mr. Burke valued the pony highly, and was 
much annoyed at his death. I am quite willing to 
believe he was so : so he would have been had he lost 
a bOL note. That he valued the pony highly was 
doubtless the case : he vafued him, because from his 
extraordinary powers he had been and still was a 
source of profit to him: how far beyond this he 
valued him has been clearly shown — he drove him to 
death I Then Mr, Somebody-a-Vet talked about con- 
gestion of the lungs, of overloaded atmosphere, and 
God knows what : the greatest truism he set forth was 
the very scientific supposition, that had the pony 
remained in the stable he would not have died. Let 
me ask, whether among the horses that worked the 
Bedford coach up and down on the same day, any 
particular mortality took place. I have not heard of 
any, and rather believe all these horses did their fair 
day's work, notwithstanding the state of the atmo- 
sphere on that day ; nor do I believe one case of con- 
gestion of the lungs occurred among the (say) forty 
horses working the coach up and down. It is worse 
than nonsense bringing forward such attempted ex- 
cuses for what will admit of no excuse. Mr. Spring's 
opinion was then given as to how far he considered 
the pony as being in a state of distress. Now, by 
his own showing, it appears he has been present at 
mant/ matches against time. People are seldom 
found voluntarily present at exhibitions from which 
they derive no pleasure : we may therefore fairly con- 
clude that Mr. Spring does derive pleasure from such 
Matches, consequently becomes one of the cliqice. If 
so, his testimony relative to the humanity of the 
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driver, or the distress of the animal, comes before us 
in a very questionable shape ; for it is just in these 
matters possible he may allow as great a latitude to 
his conscience as Mr. Burke himself, I mean no illi- 
beral insinuation against Spring in a general way 
by this remark : he keeps a very respectable house, 
conducts it in a very respectable manner, and, " this 
present enterprise set off his head," and a participation 
in similar pursuits, is himself a very respectable man. 
Thinking thus of him^ I would in all good feeling 
jiist hint, that attending to his friends and customers, 
who are always glad to see him, will be to the ad- 
vantage of them and himself, and attending a little 
less to Mr. Burke and his pursuits will increase the 
estimation in which our worthy landlord is held 
by those who wish him well, or whose estimation is 
worth having. 

Reverting to the boast of the pony having been 
driven without a whip reminds me of an anecdote 
told of a noted coachman. He was for some reason 
or other taken off one coach to be put on another : 
he was told by the late coachman of the latter that 
no man could get the first team he would have to 
start with along, or, at all events, " thrashing in a 
bam was light work to driving them." He made no 
reply, but contrived to get into the stable during the 
morning, and unobserved locked himself in with the 
aforesaid team ; he then took a broomstick, and bela- 
boured each and all of them, shouting at them at the 
same time till they would have jumped through the 
wall, if they could, the moment he spoke to them. This 
done, he walked quietly out. On the team being put 
to the coach, they from habit took the thing as coolly 
as ever ; sundry jokes passed on the new coachman ; 
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offers of extra whips, a shoulder to each wheel, and 
the late coachman presented his successor with a 
stout ash-wattle by way of an apprentice. Coachee 
took it all in good part, got on his box, and waited 
the signal. "Right," cries the guard; then at one 
word from the well-remembered voice, to the perfect 
astonishment of every one* off each horse bolted like 
a snipe just flushed. The secret afterwards came out, 
I do not mean to assert that this kind of thing was 
practised on the pony; but I do say, that a voice 
that had often been followed by a severe stroke of the 
whip would have been quite sufficient (as the event 
proved) for so high spirited an animal. 

Let me remind my Readers, there is also a way 
of punishing a horse by his mouth, to get him along 
— a vile and uncoachraanlike practice, I allow, but 
sometimes resorted to. If a snatch at (or rather on) 
a horse's mouth by means of the reins is always 
followed by a few strokes of the whip, the horse very 
soon learns that the one is as much a signal to go on 
as the other; and both being a punishment, he 
accelerates his speed in both cases to avoid it. Thus 
we see that driving without a whip is no proof that 
a horse is not forced to cruel and unnatural exertion 
if a good, one, and bad ones are never selected for 
such performances. 

We are told that Burke on ordinary occasions 
treats his horses kin.dly. I am not prepared to 
gainsay this, not being conversant with his general 
habits; nor ever having had the opportunity of seeing 
his stable management, should I be justified in giving 
any opinion of how his horses are treated: in that 
respect probably very well, as it is his interest to have 
them at all times prepared in a certain degree for 
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any Match occasion may put in his way. I am not 
representing Mr. Burke as a demon who delights in 
cruelty for cruelty's sake ; but where his interest is 
concerned, we have jdenty of proof from various 
results that mercy would plead in vain. I am 
willing to allow it to be possible that in riding or 
driving a horse to death he may even experience 
some feelings of compunction ; but it is a very poor 
excuse for the murderer that he is very sorry to cut 
our throats while he perseveres in doing so to gain 
our money ; nor is it any excuse for this man that he 
feels sorry to torture a generous animal, while he 
does so merely from his accursed cupidity. That any 
man can be found to publicly or privately encourage 
him is a disgrace to human nature. When I say him, 
I mean his pursuits: I war not with the »ian, but 
with his disgusting and various cruelties. Above all 
other men, every true sportsman should set his face 
against them, and raise his voice to cry them down. 
We have quite enough to do to defend ourselves and 
our canse against the clamour that a set of twaddlers 
often raise against both. In the name of Sporting, 
then, let us not give them so fair a handle to lay hold 
of as detecting us in tolerating, much less in coun- 
tenancing, useless and revolting barbarities. 

I remember seeing when a boy, on Hindhead Hill 
on the road to Portsmouth, a stone placed by the 
road side, and engraved on . it were nearly these 
words : " In detestation of a barbarous murder 
committed on the body of an unknown sailor." I 
should like to see a similar stone put up somewhere 
on the Derby road, by subscription, stating it to be 
" In execration of a cruel Match against time that 
took place on this road, 1844, when one of the best 
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little animals of his day was driven to death by his 
inhuman master.'* It would be a lasting testimony 
of the good feelings of the inhaUtants of the diflfer- 
ent towns, and prevent at least their road from ever 
being dii^raced in fiiture by such exhibitions; for 
twist it as you will, palliate it as you will, a most 
disgraceful and brutish exhibition it was, so, as Fal- 
staff says, " there*s an end of it/* 

That the degree of distress horses undergo in 
Matches against time is not always commensurate 
with the greatness of the undertaking is quite clear. 
What would be merely a good long breathing gallop 
to one horse, would be great distress to another. 
Speed, stamina, and condition, or, vice versa^ the want 
of them, must always cause this. That such horses 
as Vivian, Lottery, The Nun, and many others of this 
class could, when in proper form, do a gallop Match 
of twenty miles within the hour with really very 
little distress, I am quite willing to admit ; but such 
horses are not put to such things. First, they are 
too valuable to be risked at it for only perhaps a 
hundred; and secondly, no money could be got on 
in such a Match, for who would bet against them ? 
If the owner of The Nun sold so game and good an 
animal, and she changed and changed hands till 
infirmity brought her value to fifty pounds, then she 
would be caught up in a moment by some of these 
Match-making gangs : then a bet would be made to 
do some feat that only extraordinary lasting qualities 
and game could accomplish ; and then even on three 
legs no one knows what an animal like her, who will 
go under the whip, as she has often done, might not 
be made to accomplish: but would not any one 
worthy the name of man shudder at such an ex- 
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hibition, and at such monsters as the instigators and 
encouragers of it? Yet such scenes do constantly 
take place, and, what is more, the owner of the win- 
ner is often cheered and lauded as if he had really 
performed some meritorious and heroic action ! 

I have personally been accused by ladies of showing 
a disposition to cruelty, and even barbarity, because 
I have occasionally gone to see a prize-fight. Thia 
they naturally consider as a most horrid exhibition : 
long may my fair countrywomen continue to think 
so! It is the natural result of the tenderness of 
woman's nature. The dark-eyed daughters of An- 
dalusia tell you, Quen no ha rnsto Sevilla no ha tnsto 
maravilla: so they say also of a bull fight. Now 
though few men who have seen such eyes have 
escaped their influence, however fascinating their 
truly lovely owners may be, their bare endurance, 
without their praises of a bull fight, would be a 
damper to the feelings of an Englishman in selecting 
them as wives. I therefore glory in the indignant 
glances called forth from Englishwomen at the bare 
mention of a fight. That two gluttons after an hour's 
fighting are by no means pleasing objects to look 
upon is quite clear; but I fully maintain that 
cruelty has nothing on earth to do here, nor can I 
consider it follows that men who witness it have any 
cruelty in their disposition. If an unfortunate 
wretch was condemned to be beaten to death, or 
nearly so, as a punishment by an executioner, I grant 
the man must be worse than brutish who could 
derive any gratification in witnessing so revolting a 
spectacle : but if two men prefer fighting as a mode 
of making money to any other, who has a right to 
interfere in their selection of occupation ? Chacun a 
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son gout; they have theirs ; they have a right to have 
it : in fact, the cruelty would be in preventing their 
enjoying it. If two men, earning (which many of 
them can and some do) a comfortable living by other 
occupations, choose to quit them for two months 
while in training to fight, it is natural to conclude 
they prefer making money by this to their regular 
business. Why balk their inclinations ? I do not 
see that they hurt any one but each other. I only 
wish, as Paddy would say, " they may both win," and 
as they so often " wisit the witling office in the ring," 
I hope when they do so at home they wiU find it well 
stored for themselves and their friends. I really 
hope my feelings are not more callous than those of 
my neighbours; but I confess in witnessing a prize 
fight, I admire the attitudes and tactics of the men, 
though, so far as they are concerned, I feel no more 
for them than I should for two crocodiles fighting on 
the banks of the Nile. If some unfortunate fellow, 
who had no other means of getting food for himself 
and family, was induced to enter the prize ring to 
obtain those means, he would be an object of admira- 
tion and interest. I should feel every blow he got, 
and warmly wish him success : but if such men as 
Hammer Lane or Johnny Broome (two very respect- 
able men in their way) chose to quit, the one his 
trade, the other his home, to fight, I can only say, if 
they both got a sound drubbing, they would get no 
pity from me ; and, to do them both justice, they 
would neither care about the drubbing one farthing, 
provided they won the fight for themselves and friends ; 
and this they certainly would do, if they could under 
any circumstances. In short, speaking of prize fights 
in a general way, if two fools by choice stand up to 
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be knocked to pieces, it really would be an infringe- 
ment on the boasted liberty of the subject to prevent 
them. I leave it to abler controversialists than I to 
decide how fiu* in a nati(»ial point of view the Bmg 
may have a prejudicial or beneficial eflSect on the 
conduct of the lower classes. I believe, as we are 
told in — I forget the play — ^* much may be said on 
both sides." I am no casuist ; but really when men 
from inclination place themselves in a situation where 
they are certain to get more or less of a sound 
thrashing even if they win, we have a right to infer 
that all in all they like the thing, and I think I 
desOTve the approval rather than the censure <rf 
ladies for my philanthropic feelings in going to see 
such men enjoy themselves. 

Bull-baiting, dog-fighting, bear and badger baiting, 
are all in themselves such utrociouB acts of useless 
and wanton barbarity, that they have been at last put 
a stop to ; that is, if attempted in public. I should, 
however, be extremely sorry to be guilty of so glaring 
an act of injustice as to accuse our Legislature of 
having interfered with these gentlemanlike amuse- 
ments from any feelings of kindness or mercy towards 
the animals engaged in them; for let any person 
from motives of humanity propose any act or any 
new law that has for its purpose the mere protection 
of animals from oppression and cruelty, his proposi- 
tion will be certain to be met with not only neglect 
but ridicule and contempt : the collecting a crowd of 
idle persons together in the public highways, or on 
another's lands, is what is objected to; and this would 
be objected to if the same crowd collected to see half 
a dozen dogs, bears, or badgers eating calf's foot jelly. 
The proposal to extend the prevention of dogs being 
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used to carts in the country was at once cried down. 
If it was absolutely necessary to put a stop to the 
system in London, it certainly must have been con- 
sidered a nuisance there, and a dangerous one. Kow 
there might be perhaps more danger and nuisance 
occasioned by their use in London than elsewhere; 
but certainly not to that extended degree as to make 
it advisable to prevent it there, and leave such densely 
populated towns as Bristol, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Birmingham, and many others, subject to nearly the 
same dangers and annoyances. If compassion to the 
animal, and to save him from ill-usage, bore any part 
in the consideration of those who stopped the system 
— which I do not believe it did — there is no more 
reason an animal should be ill used in one place than 
in another. If it was thought it brought on canine 
madness, the inhabitants of such towns as I have 
mentioned can never be grateful enough for being left 
to its effects ! A dog tied under a cart can be very 
little if any more nuisance in London than in any 
other town. If drawing carts or waggons they 
are likely to cause horses to start in London or 
in any town, they are much more iifcely to do so 
in the country ; for whoever knows any ^ing about 
horses knows that the same objects that he passes 
without in any way noticing them in crowded streets 
will make him fly out of the road in tdie country. 
Let ten horses on a country road meet two dogs 
running along in a rattUng cart or waggon with some 
great hulking monster riding in it, I will vemture to 
say nine out of the ten start and are really frightened 
by its unnsual appearance. It was stated by a aaptent 
and merci£al Member, that dogs drawing enable many 
men to .g«t a living by carrying small goods about 
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for sale : it may enable a few to do this, but I know 
what it also does — it enables a set of idle, dissolute 
fellows to get about the country by this ostensible way 
of living, but whose real living is by thieving, house- 
breaking, and perhaps worse. I should mention 
another very desirable benefit the public gains by 
dogs drawing in the country ; it enables all the 
thimble-rig gentry and pickpockets to get about much 
more readily than they could before their use, and to 
escape punishment for their robberies by their dogs 
affording them the means of immediate flight. You 
may see one of these scoundrels at a race this morning, 
and by travelling all night he will force his unfortu- 
nate dogs to take him fifty miles to another, where 
he commences operations the next morning. A case 
was instanced of deformed or crippled objects who get 
about the country by means of their dogs; this is 
brought forward as a strong plea in favour of their use 
being allowed, when in fact it is a strong plea for 
their being put down. Such objects have no business 
going about the country at all : they should be taken 
care of and kept out of sight. It is perfectly well 
known the truly awful effects frequently produced 
under certain circumstances by women meeting such 
objects. If such deformities are not allowed to 
exhibit themselves to alarm or disgust the Aristocracy 
in Belgrave Square, why is the humbler but equally 
estimable female inhabitant of other towns and places 
to be alarmed and shocked by their appearance ? 
That nearly all the dog-cart travelling fellows are 
thieves is an indisputable fact. There is a fellow goes 
from a town I often visit; he is known by the police to 
be a reputed thief and house-breaker, but has hitherto 
escaped detection. He leaves this town on a Monday ; 
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by the Saturday he generally returns with about a 
sack of bones, by the collecting of which he pretends 
to live. It would certainly be a great cruelty to 
prevent so industrious and self-denying a man from 
earning an honest livelihood, for the profit on a sack 
of bones is not much to support a very hale man, his 
wife, children, and two dogs ! The fact is, if he is 
concerned in a burglary or robbery, we will say at 
Hungerford in Berkshire, at one o'clock on Tuesday 
morning, by seven or eight o'clock the same morning 
he is seen with his jaded dogs and a bushel of bones 
in the streets of Northampton, forty miles oflF, and. 
directly across the country. This is one of the in- 
dustrious lot who would be deprived of their bread 
by putting down the dog-cart trade ! We are told 
that men are assisted greatly by dogs in their labours 
by mutually drawing, or rather by one shoving, the 
other drawing, a cart or barrow ; that they divide the 
labour ! Yes, they do divide it, as you may a walnut 
— eat the kernel yourself, and give your partner the 
shells. The way the labour is generally divided is 
this : the dog not only draws the cart, but assists the 
two-legged beast along, who holds on by the handles ; 
and when exhausted by this, he (not the man, I wish 
he was,) is visited from time to time with the applica- 
tion of constant kicks, within the reach of which you 
will always find the dog fastened. 

A degree of sophistry was used to show, or rather 
an assertion was made by some one, that a man 
would not ill-use a dog more than a horse, for his 
own interest's sake. This is real sophistry. In the 
first place, a man may very much iU-use a horse, and 
find his interest in so doing in a pecuniary point of 
view. For instance : a wretched ill-fed over- worked 
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animal will drag coals about a street for a very long 
time before he sinks under his sufferings, and as 
probably his cost price was 30^., his loss, if he does 
die, is not very great. The saving of 58. a-week in 
his keep pays for him in six weeks, whereas he pro- 
bably will last twenty ; so here, by half-starving and 
over-working him, we find the owner has made 5L ; 
and deducting the SOs. first cost, he clears 3Z. lO^. ; 
and so he will by his next purchase. But the poor 
dog has a much worse chance : he is probably bought 
for half-a-crown, or more probably stolen ; so all that 
is got out of him is nearly clear gain. How, there- 
fore, those who voted for a continuance of this system 
reconcile it to their feelings, either of humanity to the 
animal, or justice to that part of the community who 
reside in provincial towns or the country, appears 
to me as incomprehensible. They certainly do not 
trouble themselves much in considering what is and 
what is not cruelty. 

I have stated, that all public exhibitions of bull, 
bear, badger, and dog-fighting were put a stop to: 
but I believe still, if a man chose to bait his own 
bull in his own bam, to whatever extent he might 
carry the barbarity of the thing, a trifling fine, if the 
Society for Preventing Cruelty happened to hear of 
it, would be his only punishment: the legislature 
might say, " A man may do as he pleases in his own 
premises : we must not interfere with the liberty 
of the subject!" What glorious liberty to be 
allowed to torture an animal as much as I please 
provided I pay 40^. I " Not interfere with the liberty 
of the subject ! " "A man has a right to choose his 
pursuits in his own premises ! " I should like to know, 
if my pursuit was having a private still on my 



TOUCH NOT THE LORD'S ANOINTED. 67 

premises, how long I should be suffered to enjoy my 
pursuit, I rather think Mr. Smellwash the Excise- 
man would very soon teach me how far the liberty of 
the subjeqt would avail me; but by this certain 
duties to the Excise would be lost — by baiting a 
bull, none ! 

There can be no doubt but the Society for the 
Suppression of Cruelty has had this good effect — it 
has in a very great measure prevented the exhibition 
of it in the public streets ; but the punishment they 
are permitted to inflict is so trifling that the desired 
end is not attained to one half the extent it might be. 
I trust every one will allow that the sufferings of 
animals in performing the ordinary tasks demanded 
of them are quite sufficient, without subjecting them 
to an extra, and unnecessary share of them. I have 
endeavoured in a few cases to show what is and what 
is not cruelty towards them. I leave it in abler 
hands to decide on what would be the most ready, 
effective, and lasting mode of preventing or punishing 
what really is cruelty. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON DRIVING. 

" Sunt quos curriculo." 

On nearly every art or science practised by man there 
have been instructions, treatises, opinions, criticisms, 
and I know not what, repeatedly published, from the 
highly intellectual study of astronomy to the more 
manual art of making a horse-shoe. Nothing scarcely 
has been thought too insignificant to fix the attention 
and call forth the written opinions of those conversant 
with their subject. Horsemanship has produced 
writers on that art of a very early date, varying their 
instructions and terms used according to the age in 
which they lived and wrote ; but I am not aware, that 
any really good instructions in the art of driving have 
yet appeared. Nimrod, it is true, has given us his 
illustrations of the Road in the pages of Maga, and 
in a most masterly and scientific way has he handled 
his subject : on what subject, it may be asked, has 
he ever failed to do so ? But his observations relate 
only to coaching, of the perfection of which those who 
live in the next century will, I fear, have about as 
vague an idea as we have as yet of the merits of the 
new aerial flying smoke-jack. Why driving should 
have been hitherto considered less worthy of attention 
as a subject to be written on than horsemanship I 
cannot imagine. That the former should be done well, 
if done at all, I consider of the much greater import- 
ance. If a man rides, he rides alone, since the days of 
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pillions are gone by, and has most unquestionably a 
right to break his neck if he pleases : but if I am 
driven by another, he certainly has no right to break 
mine. Poor Mytton thought otherwise ; but it is not 
every one who charges gates in tandems. In these 
money-saving days, where, so long as there are six 
inches square of room in a vehicle, some one must be 
accommodated, sundry great and little necks are, in 
private as well as public carriages, entrusted to the 
care of some one. Surely then this some one, be it 
papa or his subordinate, ought to know not merely 
something, but all about his undertaking. Now it 
most unfortunately happens for the drived, that the 
driver almost universally considers that he does know 
all about it; and hence the frequent occasions on 
which Mr. Swiggins, Mrs. Swiggins, a friend or two, 
and half-a-dozen little Swigginses, find themselves 
on the road, but not in the carriage; and all pro- 
bably because the Elder Junior Mr. Swiggins would, 
as he termed it, "handle the ribbons," an occu* 
patlon for which I am willing to give him credit 
in another meaning of the expression to be fully 
competent to, but handling silk ribbons and leather 
ones are not quite the same thing. The letting his 
ribbon at home get under his foot, and his ribbon 
abroad get under his horse's tail, may probably lead 
to very dififerent results ; and the " Well, I never," 
ejaculated by a pretty shop-girl at Mr. Swiggins's 
inadvertence in the shop, is a somewhat different hint 
to that of a pair of horses' heels within an inch of his 
nose at the inadvertence of Mr. Swiggins in his 
coachman's seat. 

Monomania has become, I believe, the ruling term 
to designate a person being sane on all points but 
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one. Now if a perversity and fallacy of idea on a 
particular point constitutes monomania, most certainly 
nine men out of ten who drive are labouring under 
this infirmity ; for they all consider themselves fully 
competent to the task they undertake. It is singular 
enough, that though hundreds of men who ride on 
horseback quite willingly allow they are very in- 
different horsemen, you will rarely find a man who 
drives a gig that does not conceive he does it as well 
as it can be done, or who for one moment thinks he is in 
danger from his ignorance. No doubt there is no great 
exertion of art required to sit in a gig, hold the reins, 
and guide a steady horse the way you wish him to 
go ; but even in this humble attempt at coachmanship, 
the way it is done would, to a practised eye, at once 
show, that, while one man would be capable of greater 
things, another in fact was not capable of the little he 
did attempt. It is true a man may drive one horse 
well, but be by no means a pair-horse coachman : the 
latter may also drive his pair well, but be quite astray 
with four: but whether with one horse, a pair, a 
unicorn, or regular team before him, the coachman is 
to be detected at once : his manner of taking up his 
reins and seating himself would be quite sufficient for 
the purpose. Of this our friend Mr. Swiggins could not 
be convinced by all the men in Europe : he can drive 
as fast as any man (such men mostly do) : he has no 
fear of turning a comer at the rate of fourteen miles 
an hour (such men never have) : he gets off safe 
for a time ; hits the swing-bar of the leader of some 
coach in so doing, turns round, and smiles, while 
that smile says, as plain as a smile can say, ^^ Ain't I 
doing it ?" 

Now, though I consider that it takes a much longer 
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time to make a man what I call a coachman than it 
does to make a horseman, there can be no doubt but 
there are numberless men who ride on horseback, and 
who can drive a horse, a pair, or four, who could not 
ride a steeple-race. This arises from the want of 
practising the latter; and the probable reason why 
so few men, comparatively, do practise it is that they 
would be frightened to death to attempt it. Now, our 
not-yet-to-be-forgotten friend Swiggins, Junior, might 
guide, I do not say drive, a pair of horses somehow ; 
put him on Lottery, and, fine-tempered animal as he 
is, and easy as he is to sit. upon, let him take one of 
his five-and-twenty feet swings, depend upon it 
Swiggins would not be in his saddle on landing ; or 
place him on Peter Simple, and set him going, he 
would take hiin faster and further from papa and 
mamma than ever the hopes of the family went before 
— so, in truth, he would many a better man. This in 
no way militates against or disproves my opinion, 
that it requires more time and experience to make a 
coachman than a horseman. To bring a coach up 
from Brighton to the centre of London in the time and 
in the style that for so many years Snow did, is at- 
tended with a Uttle more difficulty than people gene- 
rally imagine ; and to steer a horse, and he perhaps 
an uncertain one, four miles across country as 
Oliver can, comes within the scope of but few men's 
capabilities. In stating two particular names, I beg 
to.exculpate myself from any charge of being thought 
in any way as lessening the merit of others who 
follow the same pursuits, whether as coachmen or 
steeple-race riders. In each capacity there are a few 
first-rate artists, all of whom, upon the whole, may 
be one as good as the other. Some may in a par- 
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ticular point perhaps excel, while in another they 
fall short : but, taking them all in all, it would be 
very difficult if not impossible, and certainly invidious, 
to ^ve the preference to any one among the truly 
excellent. One coachman will hustle along a heavy 
lazy team that another equally good can scarcely 
keep his time with : but give a team of regular larking 
fly-away devils to the latter, he will keep them to- 
gether, in temper and pace, better than the former, 
who would perhaps be too rude with them. He could 
drive all sorts; so they both could, but neither of 
them all sorts equally well. So in riding, one man 
excels on a light-mouthed nervous fidgety horse ; he 
will coax him across country and prevent his taking 
too much out of himself. This can only be done by 
sitting quite still on him, having fine delicate hands, 
patience, and temper that nothing can disturb* 
Another shines on a violent restive determined horse: 
here a man must have a seat firm as a Centaur, arms 
and shoulders of cast-iron, and resolution and courage 
that nothing can daunt. He must also keep his 
temper, or, what is bad to begin with, he will ren- 
der quite unmanageable before his business is done. 
Temper is also a sine qua non in a coachman ; it is 
even more necessary than in a horseman, for the sake 
of others. An irritated horse bolts ofi^ with his rider, 
or throws him, or both ; he alone pays the penalty of 
his fault : but an irritated horse in harness, particu- 
larly in light private carriages, is perfectly awfiil. 
We may and can manage him as wheeler to a coach ; 
the weight and his companions will hold him : but in 
a light carriage, let me tell very young coachmen 
who may think they are in little danger, that no man 
living can hold two horses determined to run away ; 
and as to four all in the same mind, they are no 
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more to be held than a locomotive engine, for which 
reason we should never get their steam up too high. 

Having got thus far in the Observations on Driving, 
I must now do what I ought to have done at the 
commencement ; that is, show my motive for com- 
mencing at all: I have sometimes indulged in the habit 
of snatching up my pen, scribbling a few sheets of 
paper, and then beginning to make choice of a subject 
to write upon. I have not, however, in this instance 
been quite as remiss as I often am, for I really had a 
fixed motive in commencing my first line. It was 
neither more nor less than this — I consider a 
regular treatise on driving, in its general sense of 
the word, would be a work of great utility; and 
all I intend or hope to do by the few pages I 
propose to write on the subject is to show that 
driving is not quite comprehended in sitting behind a 
horse, or given number of horses, with the reins in 
the driver's hand, and trusting to Providence and 
good luck for getting along in safety by so doing. My 
hope is to induce some competent person to publish a 
work of the description to which I allude. I do not 
mean a mere theoretical author, but one who, from 
practice and experience, is acquainted with all the 
minutiae of the business that constitutes the finished 
coachman. I have been generally accounted in my 
own person a very tolerable waggoner ; but I am de- 
terred from attempting a work of the kind myself, 
from having just sense enough to be aware that 
if I could drive four horses about four times as well 
as I can, I could point out many others who would 
then be four times as good coachmen as myself, 
though I have handled some very rum ones in private 
and public carriages, have met with my accidents 
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" in field and flood," and yet on the road have always 
(thank my luck) kept my coach upright. I have 
heen also thought as a horseman no despicable work- 
man across any practicable country, and, mirabile 
dictUj have won two out of three of the only races 
across country I ever rode. Now this has just given 
me sufficient knowledge of the thing to determine, 
that had I a horse to go to-morrow, and I was allowed 
to ride him at 11 St., if I had the alternative of putting 
Powell, or Oliver, and some others, on him at 12st. 
71b., unless I was determined to lose my money I 
would solicit either of them to ride him at the addi- 
tional weight ; and yet I know what weight does or 
rather undoes. " A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing. " I really flatter myself I possess comparatively 
a good deal in these matters; yet this teaches me that 
I do not know quite half enough, and also that many 
who profess a great deal really know nothing at all. 

If a man from inclination or circumstances is des- 
tined to drive only one description of vehicle and one 
description of horse, it would be sufficient for his 
purpose that he drives that vehicle well and safely. 
The private servant who drives a Brougham, or a 
Clarence, or any description of one-horse carriage, 
may do very well for this, and doubtless flatters him- 
self he could do very well for any other description 
of coachmanship: he would, however, find himself, 
or at all events others would find him, wofuUy de- 
ceived if put to the test. The different description of 
knowledge and practice required in driving different 
descriptions of carriages, different descriptions of 
horses, and those in different descriptions of situation, 
is much more varied than people are apt to imagine. 
The finished coachman can certainly drive any thing, 



A HEAL DEVIL, A REAL COACHMAN. 75 

and well, but he will not nor cannot drive every thing 
equally well. If the once-celebrated Dick Vaughan, 
better known as " Hell-fire Dick," could rise from his 
tomb, though he was generally accommodated with 
teams that no one but himself would drive, made up 
of as great devils in their way as poor Dick was in 
his, he could no more get the Duchess of Buccleuch's 
carriage up to the Opera-door on a crowded night as 
Her Grace's coachman can, than he could fly ; and 
give the other four of Dick's queer ones to handle, he 
would very soon, as Dick would say, " begin to look 
nine ways for Sunday." There can be no doubt but 
the stage-coachman requires, and fortunately acquires, 
generally speaking, more diversified knowledge in 
coachmanship than any other votary of the whip in 
existence, particularly if driving sixty or seventy 
miles across a country. Here he mil have perhaps 
nine or ten teams to drive, to learn and manage the 
tempers of from forty to fifty different horses, inde- 
pendent of as many changes of those horses as lame- 
ness, illness, accidents, and various other circumstances 
may from time to time render necessary, and how to 
get over all sorts of groimd, with the greatest advan- 
tage as to time, the ease of his horses, and the safety 
of his passengers — clearly showing that driving the 
same vehicle, I mean here a coach, in different situ- 
ations and under different circumstances, requires 
quite different management. I will instance a fact 
that came imder my immediate observation. 

A coachman, whom I will not name further than 
by saying that he was considered a capital whip — 
(and so he was in the situation he had held for many 
years) — drove from a country-place to Holborn, 
twenty-two miles, and back in the evening, over a 
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perfectly flat road, and his time was three hours and 
a quarter. He was well horsed, and his stock, as 
they well might be, fat as pigs. He had driven 
several of them for many years, and so he might at 
the pace : in fact, unless they died from their age or 
fat, they had nothing else to kill them. He was 
removed from this road to another to drive an oppo- 
sition, and here the case was widely different, and bad 
was the judgment that changed his situation. He 
had now to drive light horses over fifty miles of 
diversified country, great part of it hilly, the time 
specified by both coaches being ten miles and a half 
an hour including stoppages. What was the con- 
sequence ? In a few weeks, his stock, that he took 
to in fine condition, were torn to pieces ; he was out 
of his place, in a hunting phrase out of his line of 
country ; was no judge of pace ; was himself and had 
his horses all abroad, and was forced to be put back 
on his old coach, where his horses, which had during 
this time been driven by quite a young hand, were 
very glad to see him: so were his passengers, his 
horse-keepers, his neighbours, and every one on the 
road, for a more superior well-conducted man never 
lived : he was a man of that cast of mind and manners 
that falls to the lot of few men in his situation. 

Nothing csji certainly be prettier than to see a 
coach going over Smitham Bottom, or any other 
similar piece of choice ground, at the rate of fifteen 
miles an hour, with four nearly thorough-bred 
horses, careering along and playing with each other, 
all above their work, before a pet coach, the coachman 
with a cigar in his mouth and nothing to do but 
to hold them. Some beautiful specimens of coach- 
horses and coachmanship have been seen along that 
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line, I should say more so on the whole than on any 
other road in England: but Smitham Bottom does 
not last for ever, nor do the exuberant spirits of 
horses ; and the team that requires a strong hand to 
hold them for seven miles sometimes wants a little 
tying up during the laat two or three, if against collar, 
good as they may be. 

Various have been the complaints made against 
coachmen for what in a city or legal phrase is termed 
** furious driving," and as many have been fulminated 
against coach-owners for employing such homicidal 
coachmen : but let me tell these originators of such 
complaints, that they know nothing at all about the 
matter of which they are complaining; that their 
twaddle is all nonsense, their animadversions in- 
justice, and the wisest thing they can do is to hold 
their tongue, and in future travel in an invalid chair, 
or, as an old aunt of mine once actually did, to the 
ridicule of the rest of her family, wend their way 
from London to Finchley in a sedan. 

A coach-owner advertises and engages to set down 
his passengers a hundred miles from a given place in 
ten hours. Now those persons who expect this to be 
done by horses trotting the whole distance at a good 
fair pace know nothing about the thing, and have no 
business in a fast coach. The coach-owner does not 
guarantee or promise to set you down safely at your 
destination (nor do they now do so by the smoke con- 
veyance), he only engages to use every means in his 
power to do so, and, comparatively, very few accidents 
occur. But whoever knows any thing of coaching or 
driving must know, that to do 100 miles at ten miles 
an hour, and that including stoppages, part of the 
road must be done at six, the majority of it at twelve, 
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and many parts of it at fifteen miles an hour. This 
is the furious driving complained of. If the coach- 
proprietor fails in fulfilling his contract with the 
public, he is considered as having imposed upon them, 
and here is a source of complaint. People like the 
shortness of time occupied in travelling, are anxious 
to get to their journey's end, but want this to be done 
without inconvenience or any risk. The ladies would 
wish to have time to arrange their curls every time 
the coach changes horses ; the gentlemen to sip their 
Sherry or Claret after dinner, and then not to be 
hurried in arranging their curls or cravats, and all 
this to be taken out of the ten hours independent of 
no galloping allowed. Talking of galloping, this is 
a thing little understood among the uninitiated: 
people are apt to imagine, because all four horses are 
galloping, that the coach must be going at a dangerous 
and quite unlawful rate. Such persons, I suspect, 
have never ridden umpire to a trotting-match ; if they 
had, they would have found that even a moderate 
trotter would keep their horse to a fair hunting 
gallop ; and it by no means follows, because horses 
are galloping, that they are going faster than they 
would were they all fast in their trot. But it is 
difficult to get four horses to trot fast together; 
whereas put them in a gallop, they can all be made 
to do their equal portion of work, though they pro- 
bably do not exceed eleven or twelve miles an hour. 

I am, in a limited sense of the word, a great advo- 
cate for a little galloping where a fast pace is required. 
I know that, so far from its distressing horses, it 
greatly relieves them if judiciously done and over 
proper ground. It would not have done in former 
days when seven miles an hour was held to be fast, 
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for the horses then employed were not generally a 
galloping sort : but now-a-days no horse is fit for fast 
harness work who is not ; consequently, that pace is 
as natural to him as the trot. He gidns relief by 
change of pace : either in trotting or galloping, nearly 
all the tendons and muscles of the animal are more 
or less at work; but in each pace the strain is 
greater in some than in the others. By change of 
pace, the points that have been the most strained on 
are relieved, and others more directly called into 
action. This produces something like the relief a 
man finds from changing his burthen from one 
shoulder to the other : he does not of course get rid 
of any portion of the labour, but the fatigued muscles 
are enabled to recover their tone and energy. There 
is another reason why I am confident that a little 
galloping, or, in road phrase, " springing 'em a bit," 
is a relief, even should the pace be accelerated by it. 
Pace of any sort becomes distressing when that pace 
is forced to its utmost speed. A man compelled to 
walk six miles within the hour is much distressed : 
allow him to vary his pace, that is, run a portion of 
the distance, he will do the six miles with very little 
effort. Upon the same principle, the horse will do 
his ten miles in forty minutes comparatively with 
ease if allowed to gallop a portion of the 'distance. 
The rate of fifteen miles an hour in a trot will keep 
the tendons and muscles of a very fast horse to nearly 
their utmost tension; whereas the same rate in a 
gallop, not being any thing like what they are in that 
pace capable of, leaves them comparatively at ease. 
Take a child by the hand, and walk at such a pace as 
to enable him at his best walk to keep up with you, 
you will very soon find the little fellow begin to run. 
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The fact is, he cannot walk at the rate of three miles 
an hour without putting his muscles to their utmost 
stretch : he would tire at the pace in a walk in a 
quarter of a mile ; whereas he wiU trot along cheer- 
fully at an increased rate of going, and gambol before 
you into the bargain. Reasoning by analogy, the 
horse finds out the same thing, and this so often 
induces him voluntarily to endeavour to canter in 
harness. In my humble opinion, trotters much 
oftener rise in their trot from distress than people 
fancy, who are apt to impute their doing so to im- 
patience. It may be in one sense of the word from 
this feeling, but it is not from impatience to go faster; 
for, probably from habit, such horses as Dutchman, 
Confidence, Wanky, and many others, can trot a mile 
nearly as fast as they could gallop it : it is impatience, 
under the aches and pains they feel in their limbs 
and muscles from having been kept at their top speed 
for a length of time, which they try to ease by 
breaking into a change* It is difficult to get some 
irritable horses to settle to the trot at first, and im* 
patience of temper causes this : but when old prac- 
tised horses, such as I have mentioned, after having 
settled to their pace, do rise, I am quite satisfied it 
generally arises from the cause I mention. I may be 
wrong: but such has ever been my opinion. 

As some proof of this, when quite a young 
boy I was put on old Phenomenon, whose owner 
assured a gentleman present that, from practice in 
her trot, and never being allowed to be cantered or 
galloped, she positively could trot at a greater rate 
of speed than she could gallop. Whether this was 
the case or not I cannot say, but I wiU state what 
occurred ; the reader will then draw what inference 
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he pleases from the result. I was desired to take her 
half a mile up the road, to turn, and, as well as 
the short distance would permit, to get her up to 
her top speed in her trot; then to get her into 
a gallop (which I did with difficulty), to her best 
in that pace ; and then to strike her three or four 
times with the whip. I did so ; and from her gallop, 
as quickly as she could, she actually did change to 
her trot, and so far as I could judge she went faster 
than in her gallop : she ought to have been a pretty 
good judge of her own powers at that time, for I 
believe she was eighteen years old, at least so I 
understood. 

Now, though I plead guilty to being an advocate 
for a little galloping in harness, I do not mean that sort 
of scrambling harum-scarum driving I have sometimes 
seen, where, like the general representations of the 
steeds of the Sun, each horse appears to go his own 
way ; and, as if ten miles were not long enough, they 
are made thirteen, the track of the wheels on the 
road leaving a very correct drawing of the worm 
of a corkscrew. Such a driver should never be given 
but one description of carriage, and that is a wheel- 
barrow. 

We certainly hear of accidents occurring fre-» 
quently enough: God knows it appears quite mira- 
culous to me that they do not occur much more 
frequently than they do, when I see the number of 
persons undertaking to drive, who, take their horse 
or horses from the carriage they draw, could positively 
no more put them into it again properly than a dog- 
ribbed Indian could put together a Chinese puzzle. To 
show that I by no means exaggerate the probability 
of this case, I will mention an instance or two corro- 
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borative of the fact. I once saw a gentleman driving 
three ladies in a phaeton with a very fine horse, 
who was performing sundry and various antios, 
pretty enough in themselves, but by no means 
desirable in a low phaeton. The gentleman, little as 
he knew about the matter, knew enough to find out, 
that something was wrong: he stopped, got out, 
examined the horse and harness, was quite satisfied 
all was right, so got in again ; but on starting again 
he got his carriage on the dead lock, so, had the horse 
gone two yards further in the same direction, as a 
matter of course over they would all have toddled. 
Out, very wisely, bolted my gentleman again, and, 
still more wisely, stood at the horse's head till some 
one came up. This some one happened to be myself, 
whose assistance was earnestly requested. He could 
in no way account for the conduct of the horse, that 
had taken them very quietly to an old lady's house 
where they had dined close by : he thought it quite 
extraordinary ; I did not. It appears, he had on his 
return put the horse into the phaeton himself, had 
passed the traces through the back band tugs, which 
he thought were intended only for that purpose, had 
carefully buckled the belly band, leaving the shafts 
outside the whole: these he had supported by the 
breeching hip-straps only, and in this way intended 
to get home safely over eight miles of a hilly road. I 
put him to rights; the horse, luckily a very fine- 
tempered one, w^t off quietly, and I trust the party 
got home safely. Now, after aU, I will be bound 
these ladies would again trust themselves to the 
gentleman, and he would again undertake the driving 
them. 

My next gentleman I met driving a phaeton also. 
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with a pair of queeiish ill-matched cobs, and a page 
covered with buttons by his side. They were travel- 
ling along quietly enough, but I saw something was 
wrong, as each cob seemed by the turn of his head as 
if he was intently looking for something in the hedge 
on his own side of the road. Before they quite came 
up to me, I had discovered the occasion of this^ and 
as there were ladies in the carriage, I took the liberty 
of stopping the turn-out, and asked the gentleman if 
he considered the way in which his reins were buckled 
to his bits as advantageous? in which case, I of 
course should bow to his superior judgment. " He 
was not aware of any peculiarity in their application ! " 
This was enough. I altered them. The fact was, 
instead of crossing his coupling reins, he had applied 
each to its own side ; so o£ course his horses' heads 
were pulled into the position of the flukes of an 
anchor. I had not quite done with him yet ; for 
finding his traces not drawing quite in the usual line, 
I found he had passed them through the hip-straps 
of his breeching, the cobs half carrying the fore-car- 
riage of the phaeton on their rumps, and of course 
tightening the pole-pieces, so they were kept to- 
gether as lovingly as possible, so far as their bodies 
went ; their necks and heads, however, being in the 
direction above described. After altering this also, I 
took my leave ; my friend did the same, very coolly. 
I am quite confident he thought the alteration of no 
earthly consequence, and probably considered me an 
impertinent fellow for my interference. I puzzled 
myself all the way home as to who my friend might 
be, and how his horses got put together in such a 
novel manner : but it was of no use; I could come to 
no conclusion on the subject. Having occasion some 
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months after to get something done to a tooth, I went 
to a neighbouring town, knocked at the door of a 
dentist, when who should open it but the page of 
buttons innumerable, and of course in the operator I 
saw my friend, the master of the cobs. I then learned 
he kept them at livery, had on the day I met him 
been to a pic-nic, and then with the valuable assist- 
ance of the page, had put his cobs to in the novel way 
I have mentioned, which, par excellence^ we will call 
the dentrifugal plan. 

Friend the third appears in the person of an 
acquaintance who called on me one morning in a 
very neat phaeton, quite a George the Fourth, a very 
aristocratic-looking galloway, and a set of harness 
which he considered perhaps in equally good taste. 
Oh, ye Dryads and ye Fauns, what a set of harness ! 
the near side of an old plated double set! I inquired 
into the origin of this incongruous amalgamation, and 
found that the phaeton was a present, the galloway 
had been purchased at ten sovereigns as perfectly 
sound (worth forty if he had been so), and the 
harness, literally covered with plated ornaments, he 
had bought at a sale for two pounds the double set, 
very economically thinking, that, as the set was a 
dead bargain, and, as he thought, would do equally 
well for two horses in one way as in another, he 
might sell the one so as to get the other for nothing 
for his own use : but he unfortunately found, that 
although the silvered ornaments destined for each 
horse to carry would load a hand-cart, no one would 
look twice at the second set, so he retained them with 
the comfortable assurance that he was harnessed for 
life (so he was in truth with his bargain). But the 
best of the joke, and indeed the only joke in the 
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anecdote, was this : the harness which the auctioneer 
guaranteed as complete really was so, and sported a 
pair of breechings about five inches in width. These 
of course, as in all double harness, went into the trace 
buckles, and with a pole and pole pieces were quite 
adequate to the purposes of breeching : but when used 
in a phaeton or gig, acted about in the same way to 
their destined purpose as the strap of a trowser would, 
*f placed behind the leg instead of under the foot. 
But there was a breeching on the galloway ; so, of 
course, my acquaintance drove down every hill with 
perfect confidence. He had as yet met no accident. 
The truth was, this galloway, which was half blind 
and broken-winded, by the aid of the dash-board as 
well as the tugs, stopped the phaeton going down 
hill. Now, had another horse been put in, what 
would have been the consequence ? why, a kicking 
match, in which I will back the nag to have the best 
of it. In a light gig, or in the generality of phaetons, 
there is danger enough even when properly appointed ; 
but when otherwise, unless the animal that draws it 
is as quiet as a sheep, the danger is really imminent. 
When I speak of a coachman, I beg it to be under- 
stood I do not mean always a stage-coachman or a 
gentleman's coachman, but use it as we do the word 
sailor as applied to any one who contributes to or 
undertakes the management of a vessel, whether sea- 
boy or admiral. I know little, indeed nothing, about 
these matters ; but I imagine a sailor would be con- 
sidered as having little pretension to that character if 
he could only steer a vessel in a calm sea with every 
sail properly set. I apprehend he would be expected 
to know every rope in his ship, their difierent uses, 
be able to detect anything that was wrong, and be 

Q 3 



86 BITS. 

equally able to set it right with his own hand. A 
coachman also is not merely one who, with every thing 
put right for him, can contrive to turn comers with* 
out ^running against a post, or one who can manage 
to wend his way along a road or moderately frequented 
street ; he should understand his carriage, know its 
component parts, and their effects on its safety and 
running. If he does not know this, he may be driving 
with something about it loose, cracked, strained, 
broken, or misplaced, at the imminent risk of his own 
and his companions' lives ; and if not a judge of its 
running well or ill, his horses will suffer ; for the 
difference between the running of one carriage and 
another may probably, when loaded, be nearly or 
quite half a horse. I need scarcely say it is also 
necessary he should understand the full effect of every 
strap and buckle about his harness ; for on properly 
harnessing and bitting horses all their comfort and 
that of the driver depends : more accidents happen 
from the want of this than from any other cause ; 
and horses are also often very much punished in their 
work from such neglect. A man ignorant of all this 
does not know what is likely to lead to danger ; and 
of course, when once in it, is as helpless as a child in 
adopting perhaps the only means of getting out of 
it. The reader has doubtless often seen a coachman, 
before taking hold of his reins, go to all four of his 
horses' heads, lay hold of their bits, and feel if each 
horse is properly bitted. Probably this to some has 
appeared a useless precaution : the coachman knows 
better ; he knows that on that a great part of his 
safety depends. 

I should perhaps much surprise many persons by 
stating that a horse improperly bitted will sometimes 
Set him kicking : they may say, " What on earth has 
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his mouth to do with his heels ? " A great deal, with 
some horses. They say the devil is good-tempered 
when he is well pleased ; so am I, and so is a horse ; 
and while he is, he goes pleasantly and quietly. Now 
put a too severe bit in his mouth, and, what is ten 
times worse, put the reins into rude hands, his mouth 
gets punished : this naturally irritates, and puts him 
out of temper : then let any little thing occur that at 
another time he would not have cared for, in his present 
temper he sets to milling away at once ; yet to take 
the other side of the question, I am in general an ad- 
vocate for commanding bits, of course more or less so 
according to each horse's mouth ; but I mean com- 
manding so far as relates to that horse: but then 
horses thus bitted must be given up to a coachman, 
not a Yahoo with fists like a sledge-hammer. In single 
harness, particularly in breaking or driving a horse 
disposed to kick, he should have a very severe bit in 
his mouth, by means of which, if he begins his non- 
sense, you may bring him up at once on his haunches 
or nearly on his tail. This is no pleasing operation 
to him : it is .^meant as punishment, and a few times 
repeated will make him fear to begin again. But 
this must be judiciously done, and when other and 
gentler measures Ml: a horse thus severely bitted 
should be driven by a man with hands as light as a 
feather, though, should occasion require it, as strong 
as those of a giant. A severe bit with such a horse 
also prevents that pleasing accompaniment to kicking 
namely running away, a circumstance of very common 
occurrence. 

So far as single harness is concerned, I never drive 
without a kicking-strap, and that not merely a make- 
believe, but one that will stand ditto repeated. I 
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had, as a very young one, three or four milling 
matches in single harness, for then I cared little what 
I drove ; but as I found I always came off second 
best in body or pocket, I took to kicking-straps, mean 
to continue them, and recommend my friends to do 
the same. I have heard it said by good judges that 
they sometimes make a horse kick. I will not dis- 
pute the fact : they may sometimes do so, or make 
him disposed to do it ; but I have a vague opinion of 
my own that it is better a horse should attempt to do 
mischief half a dozen times without being able to 
effect it in any serious way, than he should once 
effectually save the coachmaker the trouble of taking 
a gig to pieces. I only reason from my own experi- 
ence and practice. Since I used kicking-straps, I 
have never paid eighteenpence for repairs from 
kicking : yet within a few months past I drove for 
a year a fast mare, who would always kick if she 
had a chance given her, and did attempt it con- 
stantly ; but my strap always kept her down so as to 
prevent mischief. I was recommended to do away 
with it, and was assured she would then not attempt 
it ; but I did not think proper to trust to her honour. 
The person who advised me to do so bought her, and 
she repaid his confidence by doing what I told him 
she would do, kicking his gig to atoms. She was not 
to blame; on the contrary, she was a perfectly 
honourable mare; she always promised, as far as 
dumb show could promise, that she would kick if she 
could, and I never knew her break her word, nor did 
she with him. 

The guarding against the probability of getting 
into difficulties or danger I consider the first duty of 
a coachman ; the knowing what is likely to lead to 
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either, an indispensable part of his qualification to 
become one; and when in difficulty, a fine hand, 
strong nerve, a quick eye, and presence of mind are 
all necessary to extricate him from it. Here the 
coachman shows himself, and here the tyro univer* 
sally fails : the latter sees the effect plain enough, but 
knows nothing of the cause j consequently, he either 
sits still and does nothing, or if he does any thing, in 
all probability does what increases both the difficulty 
and the danger. In proof of what presence of mind 
and knowing what to do in an emergency will effect, 
I will mention what occurred to myself and a friend, 
who, in addition to being the best horseman in his 
regiment, was also by far the best coachman in that 
or most others. Coming down Piccadilly in his 
phaeton with a pair of splendid goers, when nearly 
opposite the Duke of Cambridge's, in the middle of 
the short hill, the pole broke just behind the pole- 
hook : nineteen men out of twenty would have stopped, 
or attempted the impossibility of stopping the car- 
riage, and a smash must have in that case been the 
inevitable consequence : but no ; quick as his thought 
could have suggested the manoeuvre, he whirled his 
horses round, and we were quietly and safely sitting 
with our faces up-hill in a moment. 

A nearly similar accident happened to myself. I 
was driving, in fact breaking, a pair of thorough-bred 
ones to harness, four and five years old, own bro- 
thers; they had both become perfectly handy and 
were perfectly good tempered, but from youth, high 
blood, and high condition, ready to avail themselves 
of any excuse for a lark. I had driven them all 
about a town perfectly well and all right, till, coming 
down a hilly street, up went my pole nearly to their 
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ears, my toe-board nearly coming on their rumps. 
I now found something was all wrong, and guessed 
the cause. A moment, and a milling bout must 
have been the consequence. I struck them both 
sharply ; off they went like two startled antelopes, 
down the hill at about eighteen miles an hour, 
feather^edging every thing we passed, I expecting to 
give something an insider : but we escaped ; the 
opposite hill ascending enabled me to pull up, 
when I found, sure enough, the pole-pin had been 
left out. Which looked the most frightened when 
we stopped I know not, myself, the man behind, or 
the horses: I only know that I felt frightened 
enough for all four, and, judging by the screams 
as we came along, a good many others were frightened 
too. 

I have hitherto merely confined my observations 
to amateur drivers : let us now look a little to those 
who engage themselves as hired coachmen. Among 
these, the mail and fast-coach coachman takes (or I 
ought to say took), and deservedly, the first place. 
Among these, from the year (we will say about) 1790 
to 1840, we could point out many men, who, ranking 
in point of family and education as unquestionable gen- 
tlemen, have been induced, som^ by adverse circum- 
stances, and many by imprudence, to seek a livelihood 
by driving coaches. And here let me make some 
remarks on this subject. That the situation of a 
stage-coachman cannot in any way be consonant with 
the feelings of a gentleman, is a matter upon which 
there cannot be two opinions among rational men. 
The greater, then, the merit in the few who have 
had resolution enough to adopt this mode of pro- 
viding for themselves or families, in preference to 
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despicably living in idleness, trusting to eleemo- 
synary assistance from friends, or being guilty 
of acts that, if not in law, at least in morality, 
amount to neither more nor less than those of the 
common swindler. I can instance the case of one 
of the most gentlemanlike men I know. He was in 
difficulties ; he took a coach, showed himself tip top 
as a coachman while on his box, and preserved the 
perfect manners of a gentleman when off. He is 
since married, enjoys an income of nine hundred 
a-year, and has every prospect of shortly coming into 
a title, with a property of fifteen thousand. I sin- 
cerely wish his imprudences had never laid him open 
to charges of a less commendable nature than driving 
a coach. I consider his doing the latter as a redeem* 
ing clause in his favour^ when opposed to the former. 
There can be no doubt the Four-in-Hand Club, and 
the mania for driving, first gave that impetus to 
coaching that eventually brought it to the zenith of 
its glory — "but all its glory's past." Sixty years 
since, the post-boy was considered as holding a supe- 
rior station to the stage-coachman, and was in fact 
superior in his manners and address to the other. 
This naturally followed from his having more inter- 
course with gentlemen, who, in those days, would as 
soon have thought of travelling by the road-waggon 
as by the stage-coach ; consequently the persons em- 
ployed to drive coaches were the red-faced burly gin- 
and-beer drinking animal we see represented in some 
old prints ; while the post-boy was a smart, knowing, 
intelligent fellow, and a complete coxcomb in his 
way: when his horses became too bad for his use, 
they were turned over to the coach. The speed, as 
it was then thought, of the mail-coaches first induced 
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gentlemen and respectable persons to travel by them. 
This probably gave the first fillip to coach-propri- 
etors, who soon saw it would be their interest to do 
their work better, and they did so. I should say 
that Kirby's Chichester coach was perhaps the first 
(or nearly so) really well appointed coach on the 
road. As coaches improved, so did coachmen, and 
consequently the class of persons who travelled by 
them. Then came the four-in-hand rage. These 
amateurs, whenever they saw a superior man as a 
coachman, noticed him, this produced further reform- 
ation in the manners of coachmen. Gentlemen then 
began to secure the box-seat ; and then came on ob- 
servations on the merits or demerits of the team, the 
harness, &c. All this was carried by the coachman 
to the coach-owner, who consequently began to feel a 
laudable pride in his turns-out, got superior men on 
all his coaches ; and when such men as Lord Sefton, 
Sir H. Peyton, Mr. Agar, Mr. Ward, cum mtdtis aliis^ 
condescended to notice a coachman or patronise his 
coach, the fame of that coachman and coach was 
established. It was in fact to the encouragement 
such men gave where they saw encouragement was 
deserved, that the public are (I am sorry to add I 
must now say were) indebted for the speed, comfort, 
and safety with which they were enabled to travel by 
public conveyances. Then, when this business had 
arrived as near perfection as perhaps it could be 
brought, came that curse or blessing, as the future 
-will show, to mankind — steam ; and here for the 
present, so far as coaching is concerned, ends the 
drama. 

We must now mention the private gentleman's 
coachman ; and here is another class of men, who, 
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if things continue to regress as they are now doing, 
will, in a very few years, become very scarce indeed. 
Economy has, doubtless from necessity, become so 
much the order of the day, that numberless families 
who were accustomed to keep their chariot and coach- 
man, with a groom for their saddle-horses, have now 
put down chariot and coachman, got a Brougham, 
Clarence, or some other description of vehicle that 
goes with one horse, which the groom drives in ad- 
dition to his former business. Those men who moved 
in a certain rank of life kept a coachman for their 
lady's use, and one for their own chariot : this latter 
functionary is now, in a vast number of cases, dis- 
pensed with, and a cab and tiger stand in the stead, 
or the Brougham and groom again. Body-coachmen 
will always probably be indispensable to the establish- 
ments of noblemen : but in many of them now he occa- 
sionally drives his master's chariot — a thing he was 
in former days never expected to do, unless on such 
an occasion as going to Court. The first coachman 
to a woman of high fashion requires much more 
knowledge of his business than people generally 
suppose. Here every jolt must be broken; no 
chucking of his carriage over the crossings in the 
street ; no sudden pulls up, or hitting horses with so 
little judgment as to cause a sudden backward jerk to 
the carriage ; no stopping at doors so as to leave it 
swaying backwards and forwards to the full extent 
of the check-braces, and the discomfiture of its 
delicate and fastidious inmates: the carriage must 
start, go on its way, and stop as smoothly as it went 
off. Let the accustomed perfect coachman of such 
a lady be exchanged without her knowing it, and 
a merely moderately good one put in his place, 
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I will answer for it, that before he had driven her a 
quarter of a mile the check-string would be pulled, 
and inquiry made whether he was ill, mad, or in 
liquor ? Merely passing safely between other vehicles 
would not be sufficient to satisfy one accustomed to be 
driven by such an artist as a first-rate body-coachman. 
To any amateur of driving, it is really a treat to see 
such men handling their horses on such occasions as 
a Court-day. They may be seen threading the mazes 
of a dense crowd, their carriages gliding about like 
so many gondolas on the Grand Canal at Venice ; no 
fuss, no pulling and hauling ; a turn of the wrist is 
sufficient for horses accustomed to be driven by such 
coachmen. All seems easy to the by-standers, no 
difficulty appearing; but this apparent ease shows 
the masterly hand that is at work. There is a kind 
of free-masonry among such men, that enables them 
to detect the perfect coachman at a glance. A cast 
of the eye at the hands of each other on meeting is 
sufficient to show to each what the other intends 
doing : they know they will each do what they intend, 
though only two inches of spare room is between 
them: with confidence in their mutual skill, they 
fearlessly pursue their course with as much precision 
and certainty as if the wheels of their carriages were 
confined in the track of a railroad. Mishaps, or 
even mistakes, on such an occasion hardly ever occur ; 
and for this reason, they are all or nearly all perfect 
artists. But go to the theatres, the scene is widely 
different: here is to be heard swearing, whipping, 
smashing of panels, plunging of horses, vocifera* 
tions of coachmen, cads, and constables — the whole 
place a perfect pandemonium. This contrast arises 
from, in the latter case, numberless men being em- 
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ployed to drive carriages that have little pretensions 
to the name of coachmen. These clumsy work- 
men often fall to the Idt of single ladies, and 
nearly always to tradesmen who keep a carriage, 
the owners of which, not being competent judges of 
driving, take a coachman from the recommendation 
of others, who probably know as little of the matter 
as themselves. Here let me strongly recommend 
ladies never to take a coachman on mere recom- 
mendation, unless they weU know the person giving 
the recommendation is a perfect judge of the requisite 
qualities of one. If they consider a man to be such 
an one as they want to engage, before finally doing 
so let them get some one of their acquaintance 
who thoroughly understands such matters to sit by 
his side on a box for half an hour : he will then either 
be at once disapproved of, or if the contrary, they 
will be certain of having a servant who imderstands 
his business. Ten pounds a year more in wages will 
be amply made up by avoiding coachmakers' bills for 
repcdrs, or those of veterinary surgeons for accidents 
to horses. They will also have their carriage-horses 
and harness neatly turned out, and properly and 
safely driven by a man who looks like a coachman, 
instead of getting one who does not know how to do 
either, and who will probably be asked by some 
knowing fellow, " Pray, Sir, who feeds the hogs when 
you are out ?" or, " I say, neighbour, how much 
extra does your governor give you for milking ? " or, 
should both footman and coachman be slovenly, loutish- 
looking fellows, the former will probably be addressed 
in something like the following refined phraseology : — 
" I say, lick-plate, when you'd done the knives, why 
didn't you dean that spoon on the box there ? '^ An 
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untaught, stupid house-servant plagues and mortifies 
one by his awkwardness ; but a similar sort of coach- 
man should never be trusted at large without a string 
and collar about his neck to keep him off coach-boxes. 
If this won't do, d — n him, put a ring in his nose and 
fasten him up. 

I have only, in the foregoing page or two, paid 
a just tribute to the merits of the xoachmen of 
noblemen or men of large fortunes, but I must at 
the same time remark, that I never yet saw a 
gentleman's coachman who could drive four horses 
that he had been unaccustomed to: they make the 
worst stage-coachmen of any men who have been in 
the habit of driving at aU ; they have been so used to 
horses all matched in step and temper that they are 
absolutely lost with any others. I would put any one of 
the best London coachmen, who drives four-in-hand 
occasionally, behind some teams over a thirteen-mile 
stage : here he would not only fail in keeping his time 
to perhaps half an hour, but would very likely, if with 
something like three tons and a half behind him, 
not get them home at all, or at all events would bring 
them to that enviable state where three stand still, 
while (as Matthews used to say) he whops the fourth. 
Coachmanship is therefore to be shown in various 
ways, as weU as the want of it, and is exhibited 
under as various circumstances. Show me the man 
who would, as Mr. Agar did (I believe it was Mr. 
Agar), bring his four-in-hand out of Grosvenor Place, 
down Messrs, Tattersall's passage into the yard, round 
the cupola there, and back again into Grosvenor 
Place ; the whole done each horse all the time in a 
trot — a feat unprecedented in the annals of coach- 
manship, and one never before, or I believe since. 
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attempted. Here is a proof of what fine hands and 
horses properly bitted can do. Look at Batty or the 
late Ducrow driving, or rather riding and driving, 
their horses with long reins round the arena : there 
is also a proof of what hands and proper training 
can do with the same animal we see pulled and 
hauled about, whipped and punished by animals on 
two legs, with scarcely more intellect than their 
quadruped victims. The Petersburg driver, with his 
bells and sleigh, is equally a coachman in his way. 
The Canadian recklessly, as it appears to us, crosses 
his corduroy roads, drives over half-formed bridges, 
or down declivities, with his pole three feet above his 
horses' heads, in a way none here could do it. The 
condiLcteur of the Paris diligence brings his five horses, 
with his town behind them, in a trot into the inn- 
yard at Calais. All three are coachmen in their way, 
and, mutatis mutandis^ none of them could perform 
the parts of the other. I have no doubt but to do 
each well requires about an equal share of intellect 
and practice. 

I trust, by what I have already said, I have shown 
that driving, to do it well, should be learnt scientifi- 
cally, and that there is much more danger in trusting 
ourselves in the hands of persons ignorant of these 
matters than is generally supposed. My object has 
been not to instruct, but to induce some abler person 
to do so. If I succeed in this desirable object, I can 
only say I shall read such a work with much interest; 
and, aware as I am that I have much to learn, I 
doubt not, if such a work is written by one qualified 
for the task, I shall be convinced I have much more 
to learn than I at present imagine. I hope the 
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generality of persons will estimate their own pre- 
tensions in the same way; for, whatever they may 
think, God knows it would be much to the advantage 
and safety of themselves, their friends, their horses, 
and the public, that they should do so. 
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THE MARTINGAL. 

'* Humanum sum, nihil a me alienum puto.** 

I HAVE used the above quotation, being quite aware 
that my subject will appear at first to be one of very- 
minor importance. So it would had I chosen a perch- 
bolt as a subject to write about. Now a perch-bolt 
most persons know is a common-place round piece of 
iron of some nine or ten inches long, and of about 
one diameter ; yet upon this simple piece of iron de- 
pends in a great degree (or rather depended when 
perches were more in use) the limbs and lives of per- 
haps some sixteen or eighteen passengers. I mention 
this to show on what trifles we often rely for our 
safety or comfort, or perhaps both ; and if I can 
show that we owe both these to a martingal, it will 
appear, that, small and slight as it is in bulk and 
strength, and trifling as it is in value, it is not 
altogether a subject of such utter insignificance as 
may be supposed. Should I fail to do this, I shall 
not only candidly allow, but strenuously maintain, 
that the fault rests with the stupidity of the writer, 
and not from the want of utility in his subject. 
As I never venture to write on any subject from 
theoretical principles, but draw my premises from 
practical experience, I am quite willing to admit 
that where I am wrong I have very little excuse to 
bring forward, and must take it for granted that 
with me the bump of intellectuality is very faintly 
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developed, if developed at all. For I am in about 
the same situation as a man who has passed the last 
twenty years of his life cutting pegs for shoemakers. 
If, during that time, he has not leamt the best mode 
of making a point to a wooden peg, what a glorious 
fellow he must be ! I will tell you. Reader, what he 
must be — he must be as stupid a fellow as myself, if 
I am wrong. As, however, I am sure that all I write 
is not wrong, I beg to remark that I throw out my 
ideas just as the husbandman does his chaff from 
the barn-door, leaving my Readers to pick out the few 
grains of com it contains, rejecting the rest or the 
whole together just as it suits their judgment or fancy. 
Little as this subject may call for any very erudite 
polemical discussion, its use or disuse has nevertheless 
given rise to many differences of opinion among riding 
men ; and though all perhaps quite competent judges 
of horses and horsemanship, still prejudice or habit 
has induced them to form very opposite opinions of 
its merits — some at once anathematising the martin- 
gal as an adjunct only used by those resolved on 
self-destruction, as in fact a kind of suicidal instrument, 
the sure prelude to an inquest oifelodese; whilst 
others as strongly advocate its utility. Among those 
who ride, but are not horsemen — which comprise at 
least ninety-nine out of a hundred of those who do 
ride — I scarcely ever found one who at the bare men- 
tion of a martingal did not at once exclaim against 
it ; and though they might not exhibit quite as much 
horror in their countenance as Priam did of old when 
he found the ghost wishing to cultivate his acquaint- 
ance in his bed-room, still throwing a very sufficient 
degree of terror into their looks at the idea of using 
one, and a very fair proportion of surprise and con- 
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tempt at my ignorance in offering a word in its favour, 
though you might see them very composedly riding 
the next day on some stumbling brute absolutely 
fastened down by a nose martingal. And why? 
because they were not aware it was a martingal, 
and one of a really dangerous description. If you 
asked them why they had it put on, probably half of 
them could give no better reason than that they 
thought it looked well. Possibly the same man 
could give you about as good a reason for wearing 
mustachios. If he had but an ostrich feather stuck 
in his horse's tail, they would be complete. 

I have mentioned one description of martingal as 
being a very useful adjunct ; of another, as in nine 
cases out of ten as useless; and in the way it is 
generally put on more or less a dangerous appendage 
to a horse's head. I will presently state my reasons 
for these opinions ; but, first, we will enumerate the 
different kinds of martingals in use. The term mar- 
tingal I consider as applicable to any thing we attach 
to a horse's head in order to keep him from raising it 
higher than we wish ; and I consider there are five 
different modes of doing this, all of which may be 
termed martingals. 

First, the running rein (as we generally call it), 
which is fastened to the girths, passes through the 
ring of the snaffle, and thence to the hand. By this, 
if a man knows what he is about, and has hands, he 
can bring his horse's head as low as he pleases, and 
keep it there. This is of great use to a regular star- 
gazer, but should never be put on to any other. 

Secondly, we have the running rein fastened near 
the points of the saddle, and, as the other, passing 
through the snaffle-rings to the hands. This is com- 
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monly applied to young horses, and is of the greatest 
use in keeping their heads steady, in proper place, 
and preventing them from avoiding the restraint of the 
bit by throwing them up. Now with both these assist- 
ants a man may add to or relax their restraint by 
his hands, or, in a more riding phrase, may give and 
take with his horse : in fact, no description of bridle 
or martingal is fit for general use that in any way 
prevents his doing this to its fullest extent. 

We will call No. 3. the racing-martingal, coming 
from the girths to the hand-reins. This is the 
martingal whose utility I contend for con amore. 

No. 4. is the severest of all descriptions of mar- 
tingals, and only to be used on a very determined 
rearing or plunging horse, and as a severe punish- 
ment in case he does either. It consists of a ring of 
irto made in the shape of a heart, with rings on each 

side \ /* to fasten the head-stall to, and two more 

near the bottom to receive two billets, which end in 
a strap that goes to the girths, supported by the neck- 
strap, similar to the one in common use to the racing 
or hunting martingal. The strap, going to the girths, 
may of course be lengthened or shortened to any 
degree, by which latter process the severity of the 
restraint is increased. The way it should be put on 
is this. Put the wide part of the bit in the mouth, 
and the narrow part under the jaw; the headstall 
must be left just long enough to allow the bit to rest 
on the bars of the mouth, behind the tusks, and 
beneath the riding bit (of whatever kind that may 
be) ; then bring your horse's head as low as you 
wish it to be. If he is only moderately restive, about 
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the ordinary place in which a head should be in a 
gallop will do : if he is more violent, or is apt to rear, 
but not dangerously, bring his nose to about a level 
with the point where the neck is set into the chest : 
if he is a determined rogue, an old offender, and one 
disposed to hog up his back, plunge violently, and 
then vary the entertainment by rearing, so as to leave 
it an equal bet whether he falls backwards or not, 
bring my gentleman's nose nearly on a level with the 
point where the forearm is set into the shoulder. In 
either of these cases, fasten his head to the level you 
bring it to by the strap going to the girths, and mind 
the strap be of sufficient strength to prevent his break- 
ing it. Should he set plunging, which he is likely 
enough to do on finding himself restrained, it then 
becomes, in magic-lantern terms, "pull devil, pull 
baker; " it is, in short, which tires first — the martingal 
holding him, or he hurting his mouth in trying to 
break the martingal. " Ten to one on martingal : " 
martingal has it all the way, and wins in a canter. I 
have seen several set-to's in this way, but never saw 
a different result, or anything even like a dead heat. 

I should always recommend as a proper precaution, 
the first time this martingal (or rearing-bit as it is 
called) is put on, that it be tried in a meadow, or 
some place where a horse cannot bark his knees or 
hocks should he throw himself down, which, though 
rarely the case, he might do, if a very determined 
one, when restrained to a very great degree for the 
first time, I never saw one do so, however vicious, 
but it might happen ; nor did I ever see one that was 
not cowed after a few plunges. He gets such a lesson 
in a few minutes, that he generally leaves the da capo 
to less experienced pupils. The great merit of this 
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bit with a plunger or rearer is, that it makes him 
practically feel that whenever he attempts to do 
wrong he hurts himself ; and he also finds he is so 
completely baffled in every attempt ^t violence, that 
he gives it up, or in recent slang, cuts it. The way 
it acts is simply this : before a horse plunges or rears, 
he is sure to begin by flinging his head about, and 
this he generally does suddenly: the moment he 
does so, or flings it up, the bit acts on the bars of his 
mouth, and being firmly held by the strap to the 
girths, no elasticity or yielding can take place ; con- 
sequently he gets a positive sharp blow on the bars 
every time he calls the bit into action. He soon 
finds this out; finds also he cannot break it, and 
submits : in short, is completely subdued. I do not 
mean to say it would be impossible for a horse to 
rear with this bit on, inasmuch as we see a goat do 
so, with his nose between his forelegs ; but the goat 
has been practising this all his life; the horse has 
not, nor did I ever see one attempt the feat. The 
^ame thing holds good with plunging : he cannot well 
plunge and keep his head quiet ; and if he does not 
keep it so with this bit on, I wish him joy. 

I had a horse which had sense enough to be quite 
aware that though a canter with light summer clothes 
on, and six stone on his back was rather a pleasant 
recreation, a four-mile sweat with heavy sweaters and 
eight stone over them, was toute une autre chose : in 
short, he knew as well when he was to sweat as I did. 
His usual exercise-lad could not get him along at 
any pace at all, and when a stronger and consequently 
heavier lad was put up, though by dint of a good 
ash-plant and rating he could hustle him along for 
a couple of miles, more or less, before he had got him 



WON THE FIEST BOUND. 105 

more than half its proper sweating-distance he would 
begin shaking his head, throwing it as high as the 
martingal would let him, then throw it nearly to 
the ground, and away he would bolt any where^ in 
spite of fate, or at least of any lad. I got one of these 
bits for him, put it on moderately tight, and sent him 
up the gallop: he began his old tricks, but found 
himself hampered ; had a short fight, was beat, and 
never attempted the least resistance afterwards. I 
must, however, remark, that this bit, or martingal 
whichever we may term it, is by far too severe to be 
trusted in the hands of any common groom, who it 
generally happens has no riding hands at all; but 
with the management of a man who has, it is in 
extreme cases a very useful and efficacious assistant. 
No. 5. and last, comes the nose-martingal. This 
is a very mild counterpart of the last ; and its being 
in any degree a counterpart is the very reason why I 
reprobate its use for general purposes, for which, las 
I before said, no bit or martingal can be proper 
where we are, as with both these, unable to relieve 
our horse of its restraint by our hands. This mar- 
tingal, like the rearing one, fastens to the girths ; no 
elasticity or yielding exists here ; but the reason why 
this does not possess the severity of the former is, 
the one acts on the horse's mouthy this only on his 
nose ; but even this is often made a mode of punish-> 
ment, or, to say the least, of great annoyance to the 
horse if he is ridden by a man with bad hands. A 
rider of this sort never keeps them down ; conse- 
quently he is constantly pulling his horse's head up : 
the poor brute naturally gets into the habit of poking 
out is nose and carrying his head too high, and, iu 
order to get some relief for his mouth, keeps con-» 
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tinually tossing his head up, by no means a pleasant 
trick to the rider, whatever it may be to the horse, 
particularly if he happens to be one who foams at the 
mouth, and is ridden against the wind* That all this 
has been taught him by bad hands never enters his 
rider's head ; consequently on goes a nose-martingal : 
this remedies the evil, it is true, but the result is, the 
poor horse is punished for the rider's awkwardness 2 
for, mind, he makes no difference in the position, and 
consequent effects of his hands ; so it just amounts 
to this, the martingal pulls the horse's head down, 
and the gentleman pulls it up ; and thus his mouth 
is kept in a kind of vice of the rider's own invention 
— (I wish he would take out a patent for it to prevent 
any one else from imitating it). If it is not put on 
short enough to produce the wished-for effect, it is 
useless : if it is, it is converted into a mode of punishing 
a well-disposed animal, which would willingly learn to 
carry his head as the rider would wish him, if he had 
knowledge enough and hands good enough to teach 
him how to do so. I am only surprised a horse does 
not at once turn sulky and restive under such un- 
reasonable treatment; for were he endowed with 
the faculty of the renowned ass of Balaam of olden 
memory, would he not naturally say, " If I attempt 
to carry my head high in compliance with your hands 
a strap on my nose pulls it down ; if, in obedience to 
that, I attempt to carry it low, your hands pull it 
up : pray, Sir, how am I to carry it ? " 

But there is one occasion in which I could tolerate 
the use of the nose-martingal, and that is in harness, 
where horses have learnt this truly annoying habit of 
constantly tossing up their heads: and here again I am 
satisfied it in fact arises from improper treatment. 



NECBSSART, IF NOT QUITE JUST. 107 

namely, having horses kept on a tight gagging or 
bearing rein till their necks ache to that degree that 
they are fain to throw their heads up to gain a tem- 
porary relief from an unnatural and consequently 
painful position. This habit having been attained, no 
matter from what cause, we must endeavour to cure 
him of it, which it will require a little justifiable 
severity to effect. The rearing-bit will do this in a 
very few days ; first of course taking off or easing the 
bearing-rein, then put on the rearing-bit, but loose, 
so as in no way to restrain or inconvenience him so 
long as he carries his head at any reasonable or 
allowable height. But the moment he tosses it up, he 
gets a rap on his jaw ; and this occurring as often as 
he repeats the offence, a few hints will suffice. This 
is better than constantly using a nose martingal, even 
in harness. 

I may be asked why I so decidedly object to the 
nose-martingal for general use in riding, while, as 
will be shortly seen, I as strongly advocate the use 
of the racing-martingal when it is in the slightest 
degree required? My objection to the nose-martin- 
gal then is this : if a horse makes a blunder, whether 
a trifling one, or one likely to end in a pair of broken 
knees, up goes his head ; now, though this is by no 
means necessary to enable him to recover himself, but 
on the contrary prevents the rider helping him to do 
so, still, from the very sudden violence with which he 
generally chucks his head up, the nose-band gives him 
virtually a sharp blow on his nose. It would be 
rather a curious experiment, if we saw a horse falling, 
to give him a blow with a stick on the front of his 
nose to induce him to exert himself to raise his fore- 
quarters. I should say it would rather help him to fall 
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plump on his knees ; yet the nt?5^-martingal in a limited 
sense positively does this: should he recover him- 
self (in spite of this), the next time he commits a 
similar /at/a?jt?a5, he remembers the blow he got the 
last time, and is afraid to exert himself, dreading a 
similar return for his exertion ; for the rider cannot 
of course in any way cause the fixed martingal to 
relax one inch of its tension, which with all other 
martingals except the rearing-bit he can do. For 
ladies (who more frequently use the nose-martingal 
than men) I hold it in utter dread and abhorrence, 
unless put on so very long as merely to act if the 
horse tosses his head so high as to greatly annoy them. 
Even in this case I should say, cure him of the habit, 
then he will not want any martingal at all. But if 
he is so incorrigible as to render the no^^-martingal 
necessary, he will never be fit to carry a woman : get 
rid of him at once, unless you want a chance of getting 
rid of the lady. This common courtesy obliges us to 
consider as an impossibility even among married men. 
Having now vented my spleen on all and every fixed 
martingal, except on very particular occasions — and 
which I trust will occur to my Readers about as often 
as angels' visits, or those of real friends — I will ven- 
ture my opinion on the use of the simple racing or 
hunting martingal, to which I never found but one 
objection during twenty-five years of hunting experi- 
ence. Without a little attention, it will sometimes, 
when you are opening a gate, catch the upright bar ; 
and in very thick strong coverts it sometimes is caught 
by a straggling bough. This little occasional incon- 
venience is, however, counterbalanced a hundred-fold 
by its general utility. I do not of course mean that 
it is useful on a horse who does all you wish, and no- 
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thing that you do not wish, without one. If his head 
and neck are so formed by nature that he carries them 
both in a proper place, we cannot improve on nature : 
but unless this is decidedly the case, practical experi- 
ence has taught me that a martingal can alone insure 
our comfort and safety, and enable us to render our 
horse obedient to the rein, which we never can make 
him if his head is in an improper degree of elevation. 
We will suppose, that from carelessness, the pole-pin 
of a carriage has not been properly put in, or put in 
at all ; we probably find no inconvenience arise from 
it so long as we go on a level road or up hill: but 
suppose, on beginning to descend the hill, we find the 
end of the pole on a level with our horses' ears, I can 
make a quotation tolerably apt to our situation— /aciVis 
descensus Avemi. I think we should wish there had 
been such a thing invented as a pole martingal. A 
horse getting his head up is not perhaps likely to lead 
to so serious a catastrophe; but whenever he does 
get it proportionably above the proper level, we have 
no more command of him than of the carriage. I 
believe every riding man (I mean horseman) will al- 
low that all our command over a horse while riding 
him both begins and ends in our command over his 
mouth. This I shall consider as a point given. I 
have thus endeavoured to prove getting his head up 
loses us this command : if this point is also ceded to 
me, I think we may fairly come to the conclusion, 
that whatever prevents his doing that by which we 
do lose our command of him is a resource never to 
be dispensed with where we run the slightest chance 
of wanting it, and this resource is of course the mar- 
tingal. 

I do not know whether race-horses were better tern- 
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pered a hundred years ago than they are now, whether 
they had better mouths, or jockeys had better hands 
(I should think none of these suppositions likely to 
have been the fact); but certainly long since that 
period martingals were but rarely used in races ; now 
we as rarely see a race ridden without one. This 
may probably arise from more two-year-olds being 
brought to the Post than there were in the time of 
our forefathers. These young ones at times take 
to all sorts of freaks and gambols ; and, let me ask, 
what could any man do vrith these without being able 
to command their mouths? Of course, nothing. 
They would be all over the course, or perhaps out of 
it, just as their faiUcies led them ; nor could all the 
Chifiieys, Scotts, or Days in England get them together 
at the Post. The martingal has been found to steady 
the heads of such horses, and to enable the jockey to 
keep them in command while running. This has pro- 
bably led to its general use on almost all race-horses : 
if therefore a perfect command of a horse's mouth has 
been found necessary on a level race-course, it must 
be also necessary when we ride over all descriptions 
of groimd and all descriptions of fences. 

I have heard many persons express a fear that in 
hunting a martingal would confine a horse, and 
perhaps prevent his rising at his leaps. I have heard 
others at once assert that it did, yet allowing at the 
same time that they had never tried one. I cannot 
but think the latter gentlemen rather too last. Now, 
as I have before stated, I have not only tried them, 
but constantly used them on every horse I ever rode 
that in the slightest degree wanted one ; and I have 
universally found it to be the case, that whenever he 
does want a martingal, he will be made to rise better 
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at his fences with one than without one. In illuS' 
tration of this, I must again allude to the demi-per- 
pendicular pole. We will suppose that we wanted 
the fore- wheels of the carriage to rise so as to get 
over any obstacle on the road, would the pole rising 
up in the manner I have described in the remotest 
way contribute to raise the wheels ? Not at all : the 
pole only would rise, the wheels would remain dead 
on the ground. We will say by way of hypothesis 
that the carriage is a living object : the four wheels 
correspond to the legs of a horse, the body to his 
body, and the pole to his head and neck : the driving 
seat is the fulcrum from which we act. If we wished 
to induce the carriage to elevate its forepart, should 
we take out the pole-pin, when by so doing we could 
affect nothing but the pole itself? I humbly conceive 
we should rather take care that the pole was retained 
in its proper place ; than, by acting on its extremity, 
the carriage, finding it could not lift up its pole alonej 
would lift up its foreparts altogether. Now I con- 
sider we act in a very similar manner on a horse, and 
that a loose-necked one, with or without a martin- 
gal, bears a close affinity to a carriage with or with- 
out a pole-pin. In fact, if I may use the expression 
without having a pun added to my other sins, our 
great object is to keep both their poks in their proper 
places. 

I have attempted giving something like an ocular 
demonstration of what I mean, by scratching with my 
pen in a rough way the parts of three horses, which 
from the downward inclination of their bodies, may 
be supposed to be either coming over a drop-leap, 
descending a steep declivity, or tumbling on their 
knees, whichever the Reader pleases to imagine, for 



112 " 1, 2, 3, AND AWAY,'^ IN DIFFERENT WAYS. 

in either case all the support we can give is by the 
bridle, or, in more sporting phrase, keeping fast hold 
of their heads. " Keep fast hold of his head, Jem," 
is no uncommon direction to an exercise-lad. This 
is all very well and very proper where it can be done ; 
but I should like to see the lad or man who could do 
so with a devil carrying his head like No. 1. The 
rein on the martingal shows where the head should 
be, and would be if the martingal was used, but 
where it is, we have no earthly hold of the brute. 
No. 2. has his head in a position that may enable a 
man just to guide him ; but any support is out of the 
question : attempt to give it, and his head would go 
to position No. I. Now No. 3. has his head just in 
the place that would enable the rider to give him 
support, and by throwing his body back, and slightly 
clapping the spurs to his horse's sides, he would 
induce him in a drop-leap to throw out his forelegs, 
or, if in the act of blundering, would prevent his 
actually coming on his knees. 




I have thus far endeavoured to show that per- 
mitting a horse to throw up his head when and as 
high as he pleases- can in no way be advantageous, 
and that preventing his doing so can, by no mode of 
reasoning, be attended by disadvantage. I have not 
yet done with arguments to prove this. I conceive 
most men will agree with me that a horse which does 
not require any martingal is preferable to the one 
that does. Why does the one require none ? Simply 
because he never puts his head in a position to re* 
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quire one. He does all we can ask a horse to do, 
carrjdng his head properly. If he does this, it must 
be quite clear that an undue elevation of the head is 
quite unnecessary in any necessary exertion, and that 
preventing a loose-necked horse doing that which no 
perfect horse ever attempts, can in no way curtail 
his powers or action on the road or in the field. In 
short, he can do every thing at his ease, except look 
out for the Aurora Borealis ; and I conceive his as- 
tronomical researches can be dispensed with without 
prejudice to his value. 

I have been led to a much greater length than I 
intended by this subject. I shall therefore only make 
another remark or two upon it. Let it be remem- 
bered, that, if we do confine a horse too much by 
a martingal, it can only arise, first, from its being 
put on too short, and, next, from the rider's want of 
judgment and hands. The man who possesses these 
always can and will give his horse all the liberty 
required for his safety and comfort as well as that of 
his rider, while hunting or on the road. I shall only 
add, that I would never put a bad rider on a horse of 
my own without a martingal : for then, give him an 
easy snaffle, he may keep his hands where he pleases, 
up to his ears, or in his pockets, my horse's mouth 
will not be aflTected by them. God forbid it should ! 

Finding now that ray pen has* got her head up, 
and has for some time been going away with me much 
farther than I intended she should have done, the 
reader will, I dare say, be glad to find that I here 
punish her by clapping on martingal No. 4. This 
has stopped her career, and aflfbrds me the oppor- 
tunity of very respectfiilly taking my leave. 

VOL. I. I 
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HEADS, HANDS, AND HEELS. 

On reading the heading of the following pages many 
may indulge in a little satire, and say, " Oh ! we see 
Hie'over is driven to extremities." Now, if I weye 
under any engagement or even promise to supply Sk 
certain quantity of pages to my Publisher, I have not 
a sufficiently good opinion of the fecundity of my 
brain to doubt for a minute that I should very shortly 
be driven to extremity ; but as this is in no way the 
case, I beg to assure any one who has made such a 
remark, that the shaft of his satire falls perfectly 
innocuous, and though I do select the' extremities 
of the human body as subjects to make a few observa- 
tions upoD, it is not the extremity of the case that 
induces me to, do so. 

The head, par excellence^ is generally considered as 
entitled to more respect than those other extremities 
to which I have alluded ; not that I consider it is by 
any means always entitled to this pre-^ninence, for 
we very often find it to be the least effectiye part of 
many people. We have people with weak heads, and 
shallow heads (and these great people too) ;. Qay, we 
have had such things as even ministers with such 
heads ; and, " infandum Reginajubes renovare dolor em^^^ 
we have had kings and queens without any heads at 
all; though, as I conclude, after the little ceremony 
of decapitation had been gone through, the sovereignty 
probably ceased. I must therefore most willingly 
recall my assertion of there having been kings and 
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queens without heads, though " when that this body 
did contain a spirit " it was a sovereign. My hunl- 
ble observations shall not, howevfer, soat so High, 
but conteiit themselves by merely alluding to that 
plebeian sort of head that is necessary for conmioti 
sporting and riding pxirpo^es; and for these, let 
me assure my readers, more head is required to do 
the thing ivell than many may imagine. This leads 
m^ to mention an anecdote I once overheard. A 
wicked young dog of a riding-boy in iny stables 
remarked to a regular chaw-bacon of a fellow who 
was filling a dung cart, that ** nO one bht a bom fool 
would stand filling a dung cart." — " Wouldn't he ?" 
says Whapstraw ; " why there's twice as mucli room 
each side of the cart as there is in it, so a; bom fool 
would throw two forkfuls each side and one Jnf" 
Now it certainly is not necessary that the calibre of 
a man's mind should be of extraordinary diameter to 
fill a diing cart ; still, " sic parvis componere magna 
solehdrfi^^^ there was a good deal of pith in Whapstraw's 
remark; and, if we could so far overcome our amour 
propre as to apply it to ourselves before we undertake 
a thing, we should much less frequently find our- 
selves " nowhere" than we do. 

But to ailude to head as it relates to the manage- 
ment of horses. The first proof of the want of head 
is ex:emplified in the breeder: he goes on either 
making injudicious crosses, or breeds in-and-in till he 
yearly produces that nondescript sort of animal that 
we daily see, and which is not calculated for any one 
usefid purpose. He is made, it is true, to do a some- 
thing, but he only does that something somehow^ and 
can do nothing well. The same trouble and expense 
would have produced a really good sort of animal 
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for at least some purpose, but the breeder wanted a 
head. 

Then, to make things worse, the animal (I will not 
call him a horse) is put into the hands of some Yahoo 
of a country breaker : he, I will back at twenty (or a 
hundred if you wish it) to one, wants a head ; and 
consequently it will be found, that, if he gets an awk- 
ward ill-disposed colt into his hands, he makes him 
worse ; and, give him a clever promising one, he 
turns him out of his hands a brute. I fully main- 
tain, that a man to break young horses should be 
(to a certain extent) a man of education, at least of 
sufficient education to have learned to think; but, 
unfortunately, any totally ignorant fellow who hap- 
pens to have a firm seat, strong arms, strong nerve, 
and of course an enormous whip, fancies he possesses 
all the requisites of a colt-breaker. By opposing 
brute force to brute force, he certainly generally suc- 
ceeds in making the colt carry quiet when turned out 
of his hands, kept down by work, and often by low 
keep : but he has most probably so far ruined the 
temper of the horse as to make him fear and hate the 
very sight of a rider; and, as soon as from proper 
keep and ordinary work the horse recovers his spirits, 
we find we have a wilful restive beast on our hands. 
Most probably he is then sent back to the same 
breaker, who, by the same means he used before, 
again puts him into the stable of the owner quiet, 
with this exception, that his temper is worse than 
before, which he will not fail to show as soon as he 
has opportunity and spirits to do so. Now let a 
trainer for the turf get a colt into his hands, first to 
break, and then train, how widely different is his ma- 
nagement of a young one! These persons have gene- 
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rally some head, which if they have not acquired 
by education they have by practical experience, from 
having been generally through the duty of extra lad, 
regular riding-boy, riding the light weights, head-lad, 
probably jockey, and finally trainer. By this time, 
the man has learned to think; to combine circum- 
stances ; to look to causes and eflfects ; to study the 
different tempers of horses; to circumvent, by his 
superior sense, experience, and cunning, their cunning 
and evil propensities, of which some possess a very 
considerable share. By evil propensities, I do not 
mean absolute vice, for very few young horses are 
naturally vicious ; but still they have various tricks 
and propensities that would shortly degenerate into 
absolute and most determined vice, if they were put 
into the hands of a common country colt-breaker. I 
do not consider that young racing colts are on an 
average naturally more vicious than other colts ; but 
I have always found them disposed to play those 
pranks that coarser-bred horses seldom dream of. In 
short, if I may use the expression to a horse, they 
are always ready for a lark if you give them the 
slightest chance. Now if, in one of these larks, they 
were to throw a boy off, and which they certainly 
would do or attempt to do if he began taking im- 
proper liberties with them, the colt will probably 
become tricky ever afterwards; and if he does, he 
becomes of little use as a race-horse. To render 
these colts steady and amenable to the hand and will 
of the rider and jockey requires more patience, con- 
trivance, foresight, and head than many people 
imagine. They must not be allowed to have their 
own way with you: you must have your own way 
with them (of course supposing it to be a right one). 
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They must be brought to a state of subjection ; but 
fit the same time they must neither be flurried nor 
frightened, and must be on high feeding. Starving 
down would not do here : no damp must be put on 
their spirits: the stamina must be kept up, and 
you haye a high-couraged animal to deal with: if 
he is once prpvoked sufficiently to exert bis powers, 
once comes to know them, by getting the best of the 
set-to, Tf hich in such a case he is very likely to, do, no 
race-horse will eyer he be. 

Now the diflference of the system of the common, 
colt-breaker and the trainer is this: the first, by 
punishment and brute force, breaks his colt of doing 
wrong : the latter teaches his, to do right ; he takes 
care to avoid his being placed in situations and 
under circumstances that might induce him to i?ebel. 
Let the common breaker get a colt that is nervosa, 
timid, and apt to be frightened at any thing he meets 
or sees, what would he do ? He would take the 
horse purposely where he would be sure to meet 
constant objects to alarm him : eveiy- time he starts, 
the whip and spurs go to work — in other words, 
the heels : now, if he had a head that was of any use 
to him, he would reflect a little, and this yould show 
him the folly and brutish, ignorance of his conduct. 
So because the colt is alarmed already by what he 
sees, he frightens him ten times more by voice, whip, 
and spur. Hence we so often find that after a horse 
has shied, say at a carriage, when the object has 
passed it takes a considerable time before he becomes 
pacified. All this arises from the dread of punish- 
ment which he has been accustomed to. Horses 
have good memories, and do not easily forget ill 
usage. We frequently see a man (if he be not 
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a timid rider), on his horse refusing to face an 
object, determine that he shall do it, and immediately 
force him up to it : the very exertion used to make 
him do this increases his terror of it, and a fight 
ensues, when^ should the rider gain his point and 
get him up to the object, the moment his head is 
turned to leave it he bolts off as quickly as possible : 
he has not been reconciled to it, and will shy at it 
jilst as much (perhaps more) the next time he sees 
it; for iiow he recognises it as an enemy, and has 
been tdugbt to know by experience what he only 
feaf ed before ;• namely, that it was a Something that 
would (and as he found did) cause him annoyance 
and injury. Had the rider, a« soon as lie found his 
horSe alarmed on seeing this object. Stopped him, let 
him stand still, caressed and encouraged him, the 
horse would have looked at it, and, finding no attempt 
made to injure him, would have gradually approached 
it ; then smelt at it (if a stationary object), and finally 
have walked away coolly, collectedly, alid satisfied, 
and the next time he saw it, or a similar object, 
would care very little about it. A little reflection 
would tell UB that these would be the different results 
of the two (Afferent treatments; but, unfortunately 
for horses, reflection and consideration are not the 
prectominant (Qualities of the generality of horse- 
breakers or grooms. Race-horses, it is true, are not 
used- much on the public roads, still they frequently 
have to go there, and as on a race-course they must 
see aU kinds of strange sights, it is quite as necessary 
to teach them to face such objects without alarm as 
any other horse. Indeed a race-horse liable to be 
alarmed by crowds or noises never could be depended 
upon ; but they are taught to be fearless of both, and 
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in rather a different manner from that used by the 
colt-breaker or groom. Now we will suppose a 
trainer had a colt which was easily alarmed by 
passing objects, other horses galloping near him, or 
persons coming up to him, how would he be treated ? 
He would be sent away by himself, where it was 
certain no objects would approach close enough to 
alarm him : here he would be exercised, whether for 
three days or three weeks, till he had gained com- 
posure and confidence : he would then be brought a 
little nearer the subjects of his alarm, where they 
might attract his observation, but could in no ways 
annoy or frighten him. Day by day he would be 
brought still nearer to them, till they became so 
familiar to him that he would cease to notice them at 
all, or merely as indifferent objects. Assuredly this is 
rather a more reasonable mode of treatment than the 
one generally resorted to, and, what is more, it never 
fails — the fault or infirmity is got over and for ever. 

There is one description of horse with which I 
might be tempted perhaps to oblige a common colt- 
breaker; namely, some brute which appeared so 
incorrigibly sulky and vicious that I might not wish 
men who were valuable for better purposes to undergo 
the trouble and risk of having any thing to do with 
him ; not but that I should be quite aware that a man 
with a better head would be more likely to succeed ; 
but, for the reasons I state, I would perhaps give the 
savage to one of these kill-or-cure gentry, and let the 
two brutes fight it out. 

As I said before, all men about horses require head, 
but few more so than a trainer : not that there is any 
mystery in training; proper feeding, properly watering. 
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proper physic, exercise, work, and sweating are all 
the means that can be employed to bring a race-horse 
into the highest or rather best condition his consti- 
tution is* capable of: but it is in properly ad- 
ministering and adapting aU and each of these to 
each particular horse where the head of the trainer is 
required ; and in doing this is shown the diflference 
between the mere practical trainer and the man who 
has discrimination enough to watch his treatment as 
it affects these different horses, and vary it accord- 
ingly — that is, if he will give himself the trouble to 
think about the subject. This requires a degree of 
integrity and devotion to the interest of his employer 
that every man is not disposed to show, and ingenuity 
and mind that few men in such situations possess. 
This leads nxe to make a few remarks on large and 
first-rate racing or training establishments. These 
are no places to send a third or fourth rate race-horse 
to: first-rate trainers hate even second-rate horses: 
they feel they will do them no credit: their whole 
and sole attention is devoted to the pets or flyers of 
their stables; while the inferior horses (who by the 
by require the greatest attention to their training 
in order as much as possible to make superior 
condition make amends as far as it will go for 
their want of speed or stoutness) are turned over 
to the head-lad, and may think themselves fortunate 
if they engross much of his attention : consequently, 
bad as they may be, they are rendered worse from 
their not being brought out in their best form. A 
very little from being quite right will bring a first- 
rater to the level of a second : what then will being 
very far from up to his mark bring an inferior horse^ 
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to? why, he will have no chance with any thing bttt 
a road waggon when brought out to run. 

There can be no doubt but many valuable race^ 
horses are lost by the obstinacy and prejudice of 
trainers : they take a dislike to a colt ; fancy be can't 
be good: what is the consequence? The owner of 
course wisli^s him to be tried. Now a horse re^ 
quires to be pretty much in the same condition to be 
fairly tried as he does to racCr This unfortunate 
colt will not be got into this condition ; takes hi» 
trial, and of course is beaten by the more favoured 
ones " as they like : " the trainier's prognostic is 
fulfilled (nobody could doubt that), the bill is paid, 
the colt is sold by Messrs. TattersaM, a^ '^ so muck 
for Buckingham." It is quite certain that tlie best- 
trainers and the most enli^tened men in their busi- 
ness are the best men to send a horse to ; that is;,, 
if they wUl exert their knowledge and abiHties m his: 
feivour : but if they will not, thougb they may have 
a heady their not using it is as fatal to the horse 
and his owner as if they had no head at all. 

I can exemplify a little of the ejects of trainers' 
disliking a horse by a case in point. I bought a horse 
which had been in a public training establishment ; 
he was a bad one at best, and, what was worse, a 
nervous, fretfiil, and at all times a very difficult and; 
vicious one to dress. He had run several- times, and 
never won, nor had a chance of winning any thing. 
When I bought him, he had not an ounce of flesh or 
muscle on his bones, and looked as blooming in his: 
coat as a dnged cat, and she with the hair turned the 
wrong way : in fact, I took him in exchange for an* 
unpromising yearling, or I should never have got 
him. Now it required no great share of head to see 
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that something in his treatment heA been wrongs and 
that, bad as he was, he had been made worse. What 
ths^t wrong was forty-eight hours were sufficient to 
show : he looked frightened to death, and in tbe^ stable 
was ready with his heela the moment any one went 
near him, as if he expected that whoever did intended 
l^m some grievous bodily harm: in short, he had 
been over-worked, got frightened at his work, and 
equally frightened in the stable. The latter part of 
the story I found out before he had been in the bo^ 
half an hour, from hearing the boy who brought him, 
and was attempting to dress hisEi, bullying him all 
^he time he was doing so. Thinks I to myself, if you 
lived with ine, I need not wish (for I know) you 
would get it. I threw the hoipse totally out of work, 
and gave him long walking exercise by himself^ with 
a particularly placid good-tempered boy on his back, 
till h^ came to his appetite, and made the boy during 
this time invariably give him his oats out of a 
bowl from his hand. This brought them on good 
terms with each other, and in one month this boy 
could do any thin^ he pleased with him. I then put 
him graduaUy to work, gave him but two sweats where 
in his former hands he would have had a dozen. He 
gained confidence in himself and with people ; I ran 
him fiye times, taking care to put him. where he 
would only meet his own sort of company. He won 
four times, and the fifth ran second, the good stew- 
ards allowing a horse to start which had no business 
there : but though he was proved disqualified, I was 
chiseled oujt of the stakes; at alt events I neveI^ got. 
them. Now there was no ingenuity required about 
this horse ; but it shows that if the head had. been a, 
little mpre employed about him in his formejc ti:^ning$ 
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and the heels much less in his races, he would always 
have done better. 

I could instance, however, several horses which* 
have always been trained by the same men, those not 
by any means men of superior intellect, yet they have 
brought these horses out in good form, and have been 
very successful with them. This, however, in no way 
militates against my axiom, that the more mind a 
man possesses the better trainer he is likely to be, pro- 
vided he uses that mind. Such men as I have alluded 
to have probably lost their horses many races during 
the first season they had them under their care, from 
not discovering for some time how to treat them, so 
as to bring them out in their best form: like a 
botch of a watchmaker, who, attempting to regulate 
your watch, moves the regulator a mile too far to 
the right, by which he converts it into a locomotive 
under high pressure; he then moves it as much too 
far to the left, so when you wish to get up at nine 
and look at your watch, you find it pointing to a 
quarter to four. He blunders at last on the right 
medium; so do such trainers: from finding what does 
not succeed, they at last find out what does^ and then 
wisely keep to it; whereas a man with more head 
would have found out in one month what it took them 
twelve to discover. Still I would rather send an 
inferior horse where I might suspect he would suffer 
in a temporary way from want of ability in his trainer, 
than to where I should be nearly certain he would 
permanenUy suffer from want of attention. I should 
as soon think of asking William Scott to ride a pony 
for a bridle and saddle, as I should of sending a leather- 
plater to John to train. People who know little of 
horse affairs really consider that any stupid blockhead 
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is equal to the management of them. This is how- 
ever quite a mistake ; he would be no such thing. 1 
have no doubt the most blundering thick-headed attor- 
ney that ever commenced the commonest action at law 
would think himself much degraded by any compari- 
son being made between his abilities and those of Scott? 
and would fancy, though twenty years had failed to 
beat law into his thick skull, that as many weeks 
would make a trainer, however obtuse his faculties 
might be. So they might make as good a trainer as he 
a lawyer. Preserve me from the hands of the one, and 
my horse from those of the other ! I think we might 
anticipate the action being spoiled in both cases. 

Nothing looks prettier or more easy to do, when we 
see a jockey give his horse the preparatory canter 
before a race : I scarcely know any ordinary situation 
that sets a man off to greater advantage ; and cer- 
tainly, with a tolerably good seat and hands, the head 
is not much in this case called in question. But this 
is only the manual, and, if I may use the expression, 
the handicraft part of the business. This is not 
riding the race. We will not, however, as yet look 
quite so high as the jockey, but shall find some head 
is required even by a very subordinate little personage 
— the ordinary riding-lad, who rides the horse in his 
exercise work, and most probably sweats. He, little 
as we may think of him, will never be worth his keep 
if he is a stupid fellow. Some boys never can be 
taught to know what they are about, never can be 
taught what many persons would think very easy to 
learn — the pace you wish them to take their horse 
along, or in fact the pace they are going when they 
are on him. Others with clearer heads and more 
observation learn this very shortly : when they have 
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learnt it, they become very valuable to a trainer. 
Such a boy will take directions, and implicitly obey 
them : so would the other if he could ; but he could 
not, because he would not be a judge of whether he 
was obeying them or not. Such a lad would never 
be fit to lead a gallop if he lived to the age of old 
Parr. I remember once seeing a trainer in (I think) 
one of the most frantic passions I ever saw a man, 
and with good reason. He had put a lad om a 
fidgety flighty horse to get very gentle exeVciBe. 
This lad was notorious for two qualities; stupidity 
was one, but perfect steadiness was the other. 

I heard the trainer give this boy these siinple direc- 
tions: — "When you get to the Tum-of-the-lands, 
turn about, let your horse come away of himself; sit 
stiD, and keep him at a quite gentle half gallop." The 
first part the boy obeyed; but he soon allowed his 
horse to steal away with him, and the trainer saw he 
was extending his stride every stroke he took. As soon 
as he got within hail, he held up his hat : the boy took 
the hint, but instead of getting his horse by degrees 
off his speed he pulled him off his stride altogether 
into a canter of six miles an hour. The hat was off 
again, and gently waved to come on ; and on he did 
come with a vengeance, at a Leger pace. Up went 
the hat again, and if ever a man was mad in a tempo- 
rary way, that trainer was the man. The boy was 
now near enough to see his master's gesticuliations, 
and stopped his horse the moment he could, and walked 
him up to us. I saved the poor fellow a thrashing, 
but he was turhed off that evening as incorrigible. 
He was hired by a clergyman, and made an excellent 
servant: no power on earth ever could have made 
him worth a penny in a racing-stable. 
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The learning to be a good judge of pace is really 
very difficult. The walk, the trot, and top speed are 
all distinct definite paces that every ploughboy knows: 
but the intermediate! paces that a race-horse at exer- 
ciae and in strong work haa to go become distinct 
to the rider only by practice and observation: the 
different styles of going and action in different horses 
deceive very much. Some feel to be going much 
fasiter unde^ you than others, though they really are 
iVQt, and vice verm. A lad to lead a gallop to-day on 
^ S^mooth-going longnstriding horse, and to lead one 
the next on a compaict quick-striking one^'and make 
the pace exa.etly the same on both, requires no small 
share of discrimination and judjgment.. A boy may 
be: told^ on a horse in strong work^ to ^'^ bring hiia 
away the first mile ait his usual pace, to hustle him 
' along a bit the next mile and a. half,, and to comie 
along the next half mile at a good telliirg pace." 
This is all ABC to a clever and practised lad, amd 
he would do it to a nicety. But to begin^ what is^ 
the. " U3ual.pace" he is told togo ? Now many boys, 
though; they had followed, half a. dozen horses for a 
fortnight up the same gallop at a given pace,^ send 
them by themselves,, would no more go the same* 
pace than they would fly, or know more of the 
pace they were going than they or I should how many 
knots an hojuB a ship was going. AUo^ving me a. 
litde latitude of idea, I will compare the learning all 
this to learning music and to sing,. Tell: a; man to 
strike F natural on the pianoforte ; there it is (Refined : 
so are the walk, trot^ and gallop. Tell, the same man 
to sound. F natural on his own voice : thi» is " bien^ 
autre c/ws^:" nothing but practice, judgment, and 
ear will teach him to do this; so will nothing but. 
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practice, judgment, and observation teach a lad to 
judge of pace, easy as people may think it. 

I hope by what I have said I may have induced 
those unacquainted with these matters to raise the 
qualifications of my little friends (riding-lads) a line 
or two in the scale of their estimation, and to be- 
lieve that not only a head^ but a tolerably good one, 
is required for them to be worth any thing. 

We will now ascend the ladder of pre-eminence, 
and get to the top, where the jockey and trainer have 
been stationed while we have been alluding to the 
lads, who have taken their stations on its different 
steps, according to their pretensions. We now 
come in contact with the jockey, to whom I have 
much pleasure in introducing my country cousins. 
The jock to whom I introduce them is not quite that 
sort of animal they have been accustomed to see, ' 
with a red pocket-hankerchief round his neck, a 
redder face, and red or white glazed calico jacket, 
corduroys and mahoganies, a whip weighing half a 
pound, and spurs drooping on his heels. No, no, 
my jockey, in his common or jockey dress, is a shade 
different from him : his boots are beautifully made ; 
his trousers cut as riding trousers should be cut, well 
strapped down and fitting well to the foot ; his waist- 
coat rather long (as a sporting man) ; his coat a 
single-breasted riding coat; his cravat well put on, 
an aristocratic hat, and doe-skin gloves (quite dean) : 
this is his dress. In looks, he is rather pale, a 
reflecting-looking face, a keen eye, head well put on, 
and all but gentlemanlike; no thick muscle at the 
back of it (I hate a man who has), with a modest 
respectful manner and carriage, but with just enough 
confidence to show that he feels himself a respectable. 
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and is known to be a clever man in his profession 
(or calling). This, ladies and gentlemen, is my 
jockey in mufti. When dressed to ride, every- 
thing is well made, put on in good taste, and he 
is neatness personified. He is now, we will suppose, 
on his horse, and giving him a canter. Here many 
a young aspirant for fame wishes himself in his 
place, and no doubt thinks nothing could be more 
delightful or easy. How he would like to show off 
before the ladies ! and so he might on some horses. 
But our jockey happens to be on one who sometimes 
would give a man something else to think about, and 
who, quietly as he goes now (ridden as he is), would, 
if our young aspirant was on him, in all probability 
gratify his heart's desire, and show him off to the 
ladies. Our jockey is, we will say, on Bay Middleton : 
how still he sits on him ; his hands in the right place, 
motionless, but just feeling his horse's mouth ! And 
now he is pulling him up: how gradually he does 
this, as if he fancied his reins made of a silken thread, 
and a rude pull would break them. It is not so, 
however 2 he knows no rude pull would break them^ 
but it might his horse's temper. We will now suppose 
him running: could our would-be jock be by his 
side, he would see that the Bay Middleton he had 
seen taking his canter had become a very different 
animal when extended with from 15 to 20 horses 
running with him, and some perhaps at him. He 
would find, if on his back, it was not exactly like 
riding up Eotten Row; and I fear that what his 
ladye-love might think of him would engross less of 
his thoughts than what his horse might do with him. 
This, however, is still only the manual, and, though 
difficult, is by far the least difficult part of the 
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jockey's business. He thinks little about how he is 
to manage his horse^ but he must think a great deal 
about how he is to manage the race : that is, not how 
he is to keep his horse in the place he wishes him to 
be, but where that place should be for the best. 
Many things have to be considered before he can 
determine on this. Here the head goes to work, and 
has been, long before the day of running. Doubtless 
the trainer, the jockey, and the owner (if he inter- 
feres in the matter) know perfectly well the kind of 
race that would suit their own horse best ; but they 
will not be allowed to run the race as they like, for 
others will make a pretty shrewd guess at the kind of 
race our jockey would wish for his horse, and will 
therefore (if they consider him dangerous) take care 
it shall be run in a diametrically opposite way. 
And could a man even command a race to be run as 
he wishes, a good deal would have to be considered 
when this was accorded to him : for possibly the very 
kind of race that suits his horse would also suit two 
or three others that he is afraid of; so, all he could 
insure even by this would be beating sixteen out of 
twenty. This is in no way insuring winning the 
race. He may have, and probably has considered, as 
far as human foresight will go, how such horses as he 
is afraid of are likely to run in the race, and has 
made up his mind how to act under every circum- 
stance. We will say he has done so, and feels he has 
them beaten ; but he finds others a good deal better 
than he thought. He has then to think again ; for 
here is a new feature in the race : but, worse than all, 
he may find some unthought-of devil show in front 
full of running ; he may have patience to wait, hoping 
this new customer miay shut up : but suppose he finds 
he does not, he must not let this new comet run in 
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shaking his tail at him without a struggle for it. He 
knows if he calls upon his own horse before he gets 
within the length he can live at his best, he will beat 
him ; and if he lies too far out of his ground, we have 
been taught lately that a few strides will not always 
take a race away from another horse, though our 
jockey may be on a flyer. What is he to do now ? 
He can do but one thing: he knows his horse's speed; 
he must judge how he feels under him, what powers 
are left in him, and time it to such a nicety, that 
when he does set-to with him, those powers shall last 
just to the winning post, but would fail in three 
strides beyond it. And to this nicety will a perfect 
jockey ride his horse. 

Does this, let me ask, require no headf Is this a 
mere mechanical business that any blockhead is equal 
to ? He may ride, and even make a fair horseman ; 
but before he can be a jockey he must be taught 
to think : and what must be the quickness of obser- 
vation and decision required where a man has only 
perhaps three minutes given him to observe, decide, 
and act ! 

I have only represented a supposed circumstance 
or two to show the difficulties a jockey has to contend 
with, when in fact they are innumerable. It is not 
merely that he may ride four or five different horses 
on the same day, all of which may require to be 
differently ridden ; but under different circumstances 
the same horse requires it also. Horses under the best 
training wiU sometimes (mares frequently) go back a 
little, and not be quite up to their usual mark on the 
day of running: he may be running under higher 
weight than he has been carrying, or the reverse: all 
this the jockey must consider, not merely as it wiU 
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affect the running of his own horse, but of others in 
the race. Talk of head^ why a State Trial does not 
require more to carry it on, and possibly it may not 
be of as much consequence whether it is lost or 
gained as many of our races. 

I stated in the commencement of these papers 
that a certain degree of education would be very de- 
sirable in a person who undertakes breaking young 
horses, and also in a trainer : I trust my Reader will 
think that it would be equally advantageous to the 
jockey. That there are many good jockeys without^ 
we know ; but I maintain that they would probably 
have been still better with^ with of course the addition 
of practice as well. I remember to have spoken in a 
few opinions lately in no flattering terms of Gentle- 
men-jockeys (that is, as jockeys) ; but this says no- 
thing against my theory. I must have education and 
practice combined to produce better jockeys than we 
have, and it is from the want of practice only that 
Gentlemen fail : but though they seldom ride a race 
well, if they were ignorant men, with the little prac- 
tice they have, they would ride it still worse than 
they do. I know theoretical principles alone will 
never make a workman in anything; but the man 
who commences with a good stock of them will much 
sooner become one than a man who has none. No 
Gentleman will undergo the necessary ordeal to make 
him a perfect jockey ; yet there are some Gentlemen 
whose names I could mention who could tell most 
jockeys a great deal more than the latter know of 
their business (the practical part excepted). I will 
mention one of our Aristocracy who can ride very 
nearly as well as our best professional jocks, and much 
better than nine out of ten of the others — General 
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Gilbert. He only wants the ordinary jockey's practice 
to be perfect. Here education (the precursor to fine 
judgment in anything a man undertakes) has led to 
what most jockeys want — head. If poor Pavis had 
had such a head, he would have been a still more 
perfect jockey on his horse, and about twenty times 
a more sensible man when off. Some jockeys will 
perhaps ridicule the idea of education improving 
them : I dare say they will : all, or nearly all, igno- 
rant persons are self-sufficient enough, and hate any 
theory. I should say to such, " Quid rides ? de te 
fabvla narralurr 

In these " piping times of peace," in this era of 
general distress, when we see close relatives of No- 
bility toiling their eight hours at the desk of a Public 
Office for 80Z. or 90/. per annum, we are led to think 
that it matters little in what way a man can make his 
300/. or 400/. a-year, provided the occupation is not 
in itself disgraceful. We might, therefore, expect that 
we should have some very superior men now fol- 
lowing the occupation of professional riders; but 
there are many things that will always prevent thia 
being the case. With a very few exceptions, I do not 
call to my recollection more than a very few — Powell, 
the M'Donoughs, Mayne, and a few others, for in- 
stance — though Mayne was hardly to be called pub* 
licly professional, as he only trained and sometimes 
rode for Lord Howth, But these can only ride at 
high weights, Powell particularly so, who never would 
deny to himself or his friend any of the good things 
of this life (if he could help it); therefore can be 
only considered as steeple-chase riders. I think I am 
within the mark when I say, not one man in a thou* 
sand can ride the weight of a flat-race rider, and cer- 
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tainly no man can hope to make a good income as such 
a jock who cannot get on his horse at Derby weight ; 
and many of those who can, do it at an expense of 
bodily discomfort that nothing but habit enables a 
man to bear, and of which few persons are aware. 
It is not quite agreeable to see every one enjoying 
themselves but oneself. After a good dinner, it is all 
very fine to say it matters little what a man eats ; 
but when the quality and the quantity of these vulgar 
creature-comforts are both limited to the smallest de- 
gree of nourishment the frame is capable of enduring, 
the thing is not quite so pleasant, particularly when to 
this are added certain little walks of a diaphoretic na- ' 
ture that are in no way pleasing addenda to the vnaigre 
dayB. Nothing can be pleasanter than to go on a visit 
to the Noble Patrons of the Eglinton Park, Croxton 
Park, or Bibury Meetings (where the weights are made 
to suit Gentlemen), and there to show off as one of the 
jocks. We will suppose a jock (that is to be on to- 
morrow) at the dinner-table : a few sips of white soup 
or julienne, with a glass of sherry, prepare him for 
two or three forkfuls of turbot, or John Dory, or the 
fish most in season : ^' Champagne, Sir ! " a slice of 
venison (the sauce is exquisite) : " Champagne, 
Sir!" the chapon aux truffes is magnificent (Cham- 
pagne): a minute particle of the volrau-vent brings on 
another " Champagne, Sir." As our jock considers he 
must keep on the muzzle, he determines to be abste- 
mious, and finishes with merely an orange fiitter and 
some jelly. Stilton, Parmesan, or Gruyere ? Neither. 
Macaroni is lighter for a jock, who is now enabled to 
wait for the dessert, the more so, as, from having taken 
so little^ he has had a glass of Mareschino to prevent 
any cramp in the stomach : and this emboldens him 
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to venture on a little ice, and then an olive, taken to 
prepare him for the Claret. Here we will leave him 
till we find him revelling in the greater enjoyment of 
the society of the Ladies in the drawing-room. There 
conversation, music, charades, tableaux vivanSj and 
perhaps a quadriUe got up at the moment, bring on 
the tray-supper, only a tray-supper^ but constituting 
every delicacy that can tempt aristocratic appetite. 
He eats — that is, vulgarly eats — nothing; but, bird- 
like, pecks a grain of many things. In short, his 
abstemiousness amounts in point of fact to the same 
thing as if he had devoured a couple of good mutton- 
chops. He now begins to think that with the aid of 
his valet, he can get to bed. In the morning, break- 
fast: jocks should not eat breakfasts; he will only 
therefore take something light. Chocolate ? No. A 
cup of Mocha enlivens, and gives energy to the nerves: 
three or four plover's eggs are light ; so are prawns, 
a potted lamprey, and a mere forkful of galantine de 
gibier aux truffes. Fearing his wasting system may 
not have produced the effect of making him lighter, 
he determines on a walk after breakfaat ; and really 
takes one as £Eur as Ihe conservatory with the Ladies, 
visits the gold fish in their marble ocean, and takes a 
peep at the gold and silver pheasants. It is now time 
to dress, and on go the gossamer boots , ditto ditto 
unmentionables and satin jacket: over this such a 
love of a Chesterfield or Taglioni ! Notwithstanding 
all this, he is no puppy nor fool, and perhaps rides his 
race well, and with plenty of nerve (considering the 
deprivations he has submitted to), and that with a 
41b. saddle he can ride 12 st. 

I am afraid my jock who has to 'ride 7st. 12 lb., has 
not passed his time quite so pleasantly. While the 
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one was at dinner, the other was getting his tea ; din- 
ner he had none ; some dry toast and a cup of tea 
suffice in place of the other's three meals : notwith- 
standing which, he finds himself over- weight in the 
morning. He also takes his walk; but rather in a 
different way: a couple of flannel waistcoats, ditto 
drawers, a great coat, flannel cap, and a fast walk of 
two or three miles out and back is not visiting the 
gold fish. Nor would one cup of tea and bit of dry 
toast be quite agreeable to our Gentleman-jock. It is 
not to be wondered at, therefore, that we have so few 
men of education making riding races a profession : 
still, as some boys select this occupation, if as boys 
they were brought to think more than they are, I 
maintain they would become more scientific, and 
consequently much better jockeys from this sort of 
education. 

Having said thus much of the different functionaries 
of the Turfy let us now inquire how far Hunting may 
require head in its pursidt. 

I doubt not there are many persons who think any 
ordinary fellow who can "whoop" and "halloo," 
blow a horn, and ride boldly, is good enough for a 
Huntsman. Of course no Sportsman thinks this; 
but I am not making these observations for the 
edification of Sportsmen: I never, on any occasion, 
presume to write for their instruction : but I am en- 
deavouring to show those of the world who are not 
Sportsmen that our pursuits approach nearer to their 
own in point of the requisite of mind (or as I have 
termed it head) than they have hitherto supposed. 
If I succeed in this, my most aspiring hope will be 
realised. 

I have always considered, that, take him all in all, 
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a Huntsman who is first-rate as a kennel Huntsman, 
and moderately good in the field, supposing the entire 
management of the pack was left to him, would during 
a season show more sport than if his attributes were 
reversed. If I am wrong in this opinion, I am (as I 
hope I am on every occasion) open to correction. 
My reasons for having always held this opinion are, 
that if the pack are bad in themselves, the best Chase 
Huntsman on earth cannot make them good ; if they 
are good (in a general way), the less a Huntsman 
interferes with them the better. I have known many 
crack coachmen, whose great fault was driving too 
much. Mayne, whom I have mentioned as a race- 
rider, though a most superior horseman, always rode 
too much : he never could keep quiet in his saddle, 
but was always doing something with his horse, and 
sometimes beat him by doing what he considered was 
assisting him. I have seen many crack Huntsmen 
who I felt perfectly convinced hunted their hounds 
too much ; in short, wanted to kill their fox by their 
own sagacity instead of allowing their hounds to do 
so by theirs, and would all but take them off their 
noses to get the credit of a knowing cast — a degree 
of puppyism and arrogance in a Huntsman which I 
consider quite unpardonable I shall quote an in- 
stance of this kind of thing, and the Huntsman's 
excuse for it. Hounds were running with a burning 
scent, but came to a check : a couple or two shortly 
hit it off; the pack joined, and away they were going, 
when, to every one's astonishment, the First Whip 
was sent to get them back, the Huntsman riding, hal- 
looing, and blowing his horn in a different direction. 
He made a cast, but not a hound owned the vestige 
of a scent ; so he was forced to try back (hateful at 
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all times to a fox-hunter). Coming to the spot 
where they were carrying the scent when stopped, 
they hit it off again, and finally ran in to their fox. 
The Huntsman being required to explain his mo- 
tive for taking his hounds off their line, said he 
thought they must be hunting foul, as no fox should 
have taken that line of country : his point ought to 
have been such a covert. On being told that foxes 
would sometimes follow their own opinions instead of 
his in such particulars, he merely said, ^' If the fox 
was a fool, it was no fault of his." So much for 
Huntsmen relying on their own opinion instead of the 
sagacity and natural instinct of their hounds ! That 
a great deal of cleverness may be shown by a Hunts- 
man in the field, we all know ; and that at times he 
may greatly assist hounds is equally clear ; but these 
aids (to kill a fox fairly) should only be given where 
from a bad-scenting day, a known bad-scenting coun- 
try, or a fox having gone away long before he was 
hit upon, prevents hounds exercising their gift of 
nose. A sudden change in the atmosphere, a par- 
ticularly harsh dry piece of ground, are fair excuses 
for giving hounds a lift, for they are then on unequal 
terms with their fox. He can make use of his legs 
to escape ; they cannot, in such circumstances, make 
effectual use of their noses to follow him. Here, by 
making a judiciouscast forward, a Huntsman shows his 
tact, and here we may allow him to exercise his judg- 
ment as to the point he considers his fox is making 
for ; and probably he will be right, except, as our late 
mentioned friend said, " the fox is a fool." Here the 
sagacity of the Huntsman will probably be greater 
than that of the hound, a sequitur by no means to be 
relied on in all cases. The distinctive line between 
instinct and reason, the most talented have found it 
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very difficult, if not impossible, to define. We are not 
aware that animals reflect so as to combine circum- 
stances : now, more or less, a Huntsman does or ought 
to do this, and this tells him where to make his cast. 
The hound (and the higher bred he is the greater 
would be the probability of his doing it) would, if left 
to himself, most likely, on losing aU scent, make a short 
cast or two, and then, not succeeding, would trot quietly 
home or wherever his fancy led him. I have come in 
contact with many Huntsmen, and I think I can say 
that, without exception, I have invariably found the 
man of the best general information the best Hunts- 
man, whether in the field or kennel. Some excel in 
the one particular, others in the other, but very few 
indeed in both. StUl I must adhere to my opinion, 
that a real good kennel Huntsman requires the most 
head. The chief requisites of a Huntsman in the field 
I conceive to be, a perfect knowledge of his country, 
both as to locality and its scenting qualities ; the points 
for which foxes in a general way make when found in 
particular places and with particular winds, which 
wiU generally be the same, except with strange foxes 
in the clickitting season; and, further, a perfect know- 
ledge of the qualifications of the different hounds in 
his pack, and consequently how far they are to be 
trusted. Some hounds, we all know, like some men, 
will show, or rather commit, little peccadillos when in 
covert and out of sight : they may, nevertheless, be 
capital chase hounds, and perfectly steady where they 
know they are watched ; for, reflect or not, they have 
reflection (or a something else) enough to be quite 
awake to this. Some hounds are capital finders, and 
will work through every foot of the thickest covert : 
others are dandies, and do not like tearing their skins 
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or even coats with thorns or gorse. Some almost in- 
variably take the lead on a fox going away, and, if he is 
run into in twenty minutes, go for that time like me- 
teors : others, particularly some old hounds, let these 
flash gentlemen make all the running, and when they 
find their fox sinking, first make a quotation, ^^ finis 
coronat opus^^^ then get to the head, and kill their fox. 
I am not joking as to the hound making a quotation : 
I only conclude he makes it inwardly ; whereas Ba- 
laam's ass held forth loudly and in good set phrase. 
If so, surely my hound may be allowed a little quiet 
quotation to himself. 

Supposing a Huntsman to possess the requisites I 
have mentioned, and to be a good horseman, I should 
say he toiU do well enough ! but to do this he must 
have no blockA^adf. 

Of the First Whip, I need say no more than that 
he requires to the full as much, if not more, head in 
the field than the Huntsman. There is one little ad- 
dition to his general business that it would be a great 
advantage to fox-hunting to delegate to him (if we 
could) : he is expected to correct young hounds that 
run riot either at covert or in chase — why not some 
young gentlemen who not unfrequently do the same ? 

We will now look in at the kennel, by the general 
appearance of which and its inhabitants a practised 
eye will at once detect what sort of A^arf conducts the 
establishment. Poor Power used to say, when acting 
the part of a Prince in Teddy the Tiler j " You same to 
think it's as aisy to make a Prince as a had of mortar." 
Of the relative difficulty of making these two articles I 
am not a judge, never having made a Prince. A hod 
of mortar I really have manufactured, and therefore 
can only humbly venture a surmise, that if I was for- 
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tunate enough to be permitted to try, I could manu* 
facture a lot of Princes with less labour, and certainly 
by a more agreeable process. Of one thing I am 
certain, it is much easier to make what will do well 
enough for a Prince than it is to make a pack of fox- 
hounds — at least a good pack. 

If a man happens to come into a large property, it 
is very easy to say, " I will have a pack of fox-hounds ; 
and such he may readily get; that is, he may get thirty* 
five or forty couples of dogs, and those fox-hounds ; 
and probably, if he is weak enough to accept them, he 
may get a great proportion of those given him. He 
may also get twenty hunters in his stable, and these 
may be really good ones, if he gives money enough. 
As to his pack (unless he finds some one giving up a 
country), at the end of three or four seasons I should 
like to see how he was getting on ; but till then I 
should excuse myself hunting with him, unless, which 
Gk>d forbid, all the Masters of long-standing packs 
were to give up hunting* This need not deter any 
one from feeling confident that by patience, perse- 
verance, and the help of S^good heady he will in time 
get together a good pack of hounds. " We must all 
make a beginning ; and here goes," as the flea said 
when he gave the elephant his first nibble on his 
breech, fully intending to pick his bones. I do not 
mean that forming a pack of fox-hounds amounts 
quite to this ; but the tyro will find it a matter of 
more difficulty than he probable anticipated. Of all 
wretches in the shape of dogs, none are more so than 
sporting dogs when bad ones ; a fox-hound or grey- 
hound particularly so: a bad pointer sometimes makes 
a capital watch-dog. This, by-the-by, brings to my 
recollection an acquaintance of mine who hunted with 
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the Epping hounds (at least so he said, for I never 
joined the Hunt). He came to see me, on my pro- 
mising to mount him with the (then) King's hounds 
and the Old Berkeley ; but wishing to show himself a 
Sportsman in every way, he brought down a bran new 
Manton and (as I afterwards found out) a bran new 
dog. He stated that he brought but one, concluding 
I was a shot. Now I never pointed a gun at a head 
of game in my life. I did, as a boy, knock swallows 
and pigeons about, and made sad devastation along 
the hedgerows ; and as I always insisted on the con- 
tents of my bag or pockets being made into pies, 
I may fairly assert, that I have devoured more larks, 
blackbirds, thrushes, sparrows, chaffinches, green* 
finches, and every other finch, than perhaps any man 
in England, for no sort came amiss to me. So much 
for my shooting exploits. On expressing my regret 
at not having pointers or setters to lend, I offered as 
a substitute the choice of half-a-dozen capital bull- 
terriers, or a French dog, which would ring the bell, 
fetch my hat, stand on his head, and perform various 
other exhibitions, and might (for aU I knew) find game. 
However, my offer was declined, adding, with a self- 
satisfied look, that ^^his favourite was quite sufficient 
single-handed : he had always found him so whenever 
he had tried him." (This was the truth.) Off we 
went, with a stable-boy carrying a new game-pannier. 
Carlo appeared perfectly steady, which my friend told 
me he was warranted to be when he /rs^ bought him, 
but he did not say that was within three days, and of 
some fellow in the City Road. Well, he trotted along 
after us as if he was led in a string. On getting to 
some fields where I knew birds always laid, his master 
gave the important wave of his arm, and " hie on ! " 
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Carlo looked very much like wondering what the devil 
he meant. " Hie away ! " cries his master in a louder 
tone. Carlo looked up in his face, and wagged his 
tail. His master said he was a timid, meek dog. He 
patted, and encouraged him. Carlo, in gratitude, 
saluted him with his dirty paws on the white cords. 
" Hie on, good dog !" Carlo did now poke his nose 
into a furrow, very much as if he was looking for a 
mouse. My poor City friend could stand it no lon- 
ger : he flew into a rage ; and while I was bursting 
my sides laughing, he gave Carlo a whack with his 
gun, who in return gave an awful yeU, and then incon- 
tinently took to his scrapers, temped the field-gate 
like a greyhound, and on our going to the hedge to 
look after the valuable animal, we saw him half a mile 
on the London high road at top speed ; and as it was 
but twenty miles to town, I doubt not \>\xt Carlo 'got 
safe back to his kennel in the City Road before even- 
ing. I had asked a couple of friends to meet my City 
acquaintance ; but spared him by not even mentioning 
Carlo. However, he could not stand the thing. My 
boy had told the story in the stable and kitchen, and 
off the Epping hero went the next morning. I dare 
say I lost a good thing by not seeing him go with 
hounds. 

Now, though I am no shot^ I know when a pointer 
behaves well or not ; and as Carlo certainly afforded 
me ten times the amusement I should have enjoyed 
from the best dog Osbaldeston ever shot over, it is 
ungrateful in me to say a word in his dispraise* But 
I must candidly allow, that, if I did shoot, he wa& 
not just the sort I shotdd like. Head was wanting 
in this case, either in the dog or his tutor, or both. 

With many apologies to my Readers for this digres- 
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sion, I will now return'* to the Kennel Huntsman. I 
must beg my Readers not to suppose the duty of a 
Huntsman when out of the field to consist merely in 
seeing his hounds eat their pudding. " Do fox-hounds 
eat pudding?" I think I hear some schoolboy ask, or 
perhaps some gentleman who may have left school 
some forty years (if either happen to read what I 
have written). Indeed, my good sir, they do, and 
beef, and broth, vegetables, milk, and other good 
things, at times ; and what is more, each gentleman 
hound is separately invited to dinner, ushered into 
the dining-room with all proper ceremony; and when 
there, if he does not conduct himself with proper dog 
courtesy to his fellow guests, is very severely repri- 
manded. I am free to allow the said guests, or most 
of them, do follow the American tahle'cCJidte custom of 
helping themselves to anything and everything within 
their reach, eating as fast and as much as they can, 
and then taking themselves oflT, the dinner conversa- 
tion consisting in both cases of an occasional growl 
when interrupted in the process of bolting, I do not 
say masticating, their food. 

That seeing his hounds get proper food, in proper 
quantities, proper medicine, and proper exercise, is 
one duty of the Huntsman, most persons know ; but 
where head in him is chiefly required, is in the breed- 
ing of such hounds as are adapted to his particular 
country. Hounds that will sail away over the large 
inclosures and fine scenting-ground of Leicestershire 
would make no hand of some of our cold clayey small 
inclosed countries, nor would they like the dry flints 
of Kent. Hounds may be too highly bred for some 
countries, where they hardly dare throw up their 
heads for twenty strides together, but must pick it 
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out every yard. Such hounSs would lose patience, 
overrun the scent, and in such cases, their blood being 
up, would hunt anything, ay, the parson of the 
parish, if they got on the'scent of him, and possibly 
kill him too, if they ran in to him. God send an 
attorney or two I know in his place 1 

That great judgement is required in forming a really 
perfect pack is shown by the fact, that where the 
master understands the thing, and will take the 
trouble of attending to it, we always see the best 
packs. Few huntsmen could have got together such 
a pack as the Raby when Lord Darlington personally 
attended to the breeding and hunting them; or 
such as at one time the Ward lady pack, and some 
others of the present day. Both the packs I have 
mentioned I saw when quite a boy, and have never 
forgotten them. This perfection was, however, the 
result of years of experience and expense. Hounds 
must not only have different qualifications as to speed 
for different countries, but different shape and make. 
In an open country, where hounds I may say race in to 
their fox, the tall, very high-bred, and somewhat loose 
coupled hound is required. In such countries where 
foxes go long distances in search of prey (and coverts 
generally lay wide), they (not the coverts) are in good 
wind, seldom over fiit, and, knowing they have only 
speed to trust to to save themselves, go off at once, 
and go in earnest. If, therefore, their speed is great, 
what must the pace be to catch them ? Such hounds 
would not do however in hilly countries : hills would 
tire them to death ; while their game, being a shorter 
legged animal, would beat them hollow. Here the 
well-knit, low, long and broad hound must be had : 
here positive physical strength is wanting both in 
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hounds and horses. Fine noses are unquestionably 
most desirable in all hounds and in all countries, but 
are more indispensable in some instances than in 
others. I should say, where the very finest are re- 
quired is in an open bad-scenting country. Here 
hounds have little or nothing in the shape of fences 
to stop them ; and to carry on a slight scent at a 
racing pace requires the ne plus ultra of a nose. 
A very thickly enclosed country does not allow 
hounds to go this pace ; consequently, if it is a bad- 
scenting one, hounds are more disposed to stoop to a 
scent. Speed is also a great desideratum in a hound ; 
but, as in horses, there are two distinct sorts of speed, 
something like that of the greyhound and the rabbit. 
Now match these to run a hundred yards and start, 
I am not quite clear but bunny would have the best 
of it. He would get half the distance before the 
longtail would get to half his speed. Perhaps we 
should call the first quickness, the latter speed. It is 
this sort of rabbit-like quickness we want both in 
hounds and nags in a very inclosed country: both 
must be able to get to their best pace at once. Put 
me in a country where the fields were only an acre 
each, and on a quick cob, I would beat old Vivian in 
his palmy days, unless he is very much altered since 
the time I knew him ten years since — I mean, altered 
as to being quick and handy : he is altered enough in 
every other way. Now these different requisites a 
huntsman has to get into his hounds for his particular 
country, which can only be effected by judicious 
crosses: nor are they to be obtained in the first 
generation. Put a remarkably speedy, dashing, flighty 
dog to a meek, steady, slow, close line hunting bitch, 
or mce versdj we must not flatter ourselves we shall 
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arrive at the happy medium. We may have got 
nearer to what we want ; but the produce may be too 
high or too low, may still have too much of the glare 
and dash of the one parent, or too much of the want 
of it of the other. We must now cross again, and 
persevere tiU we arrive at perfection, or near it. This, 
it will be perceived, is not come at in one or two 
seasons ; and, in a general way, I think I shall be 
found somewhat near the mark when I said that in 
about four seasons I should like to take a peep at a 
newly organised pack ; and then I make the proviso, 
that a head of the right sort has been at work for 
them ; if not, commend me to two or three good 
terriers in a barn fuU of rats : I should here at all 
events see some description of sport carried on as it 
ought to be. 

Let me add another thing ; I know of few situa- 
tions a man can be placed in to call forth all the 
attributes of a perfect gentleman so much as being 
the master of fox-hounds : he has so many interests 
to consult — so many opinions (and many of them 
ridiculous ones) to listen to — often so much ill- 
breeding in the field to bear — so many tempers to 
conciliate — that nothing but the greatest urbanity of 
manner, added to steady determination, can carry 
him through ; and this even after he has brought his 
pack to be all but faultless. I hope my readers will 
now agree with me, that to manage a pack of fox- 
hounds, requires more head than those who think it 
does not probably possess. 

We now see weekly so many steeple-chases adver- 
tised, that we may be led to the inference that either 
it requires very little or no head to ride one, or that 
the English have become all at once more than usually 
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enlightened. Neither of these premises are, however, 
the fact, though the increased number of steeple- 
races is. That numbers of persons do now ride in 
these races is quite clear ; so numbers ride in the 
Park ; yet in both these cases I could pick out a few 
simple ones. To ride a steeple-chase well, like doing 
every thing else weU^ certainly requires considerable 
skill ; but I cannot consider it requires by many de- 
grees the same skill as riding a flat race. In the 
latter case, horses are often so very equally matched 
that the best jockey is (barring unforeseen circum- 
stances) all but sure to win : if the talents of two 
jockeys are very disproportioned, I should say the 
thing was certain. Now in a steeple-race the thing 
is not drawn so fine. Many horses start for a steeple- 
race, the owners and riders of which perfectly well 
know, that unless some accident or mistake, or not 
happening to be in their best form on that day, occurs 
to some two or three others' horses, their own has no 
earthly chance: but such accidents do occur, and 
their horse is let go, hoping (charitably one would 
say) that some of these accidents will overtake the 
favourites. When any of these races end in a close 
thing, the skill of the jockey can hardly be shown : 
both horses are so beat that it is only how far whip 
and spur and lasting may enable one poor brute to 
canter in before the other.. This is my objection to 
making steeple-races four miles : it always produces 
a long tailing business, occasions serious accidents, 
broken backs and bones, and ends in no race at all. 
. In Ireland, at Ashbourne, and other two-mile 
steeple-races, I have seen six or seven horses top the 
last fence nearly abreast at something like a racing 
pace, and really an interesting struggle take place — 
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horses blown I will allow, but not worn out by fatigue. 
Here real jockey ship is available: the horse has some- 
thing left in him for the jockey to have recourse to, 
and head and hands are of importance. A consider- 
able portion of judgment and knowledge of a horse's 
particular powers are quite requisite in a steeple-race: 
numbers of those who do ride think little about this ; 
consequently, they would be beat on very superior 
horses by first-rate riders on bad ones. Some horses, 
for instance, have extraordinary poweins throug hdirti 
I have generally found such horses go well up and 
down hill. At this game they will go a pace that 
would choke many others. These horses can generally 
go nearly the same pace from end to end ; whereas 
in deep soil the more brilliant and faster horse has to 
be nursed, and must trust to speed when he gets on 
galloping ground. Some horses require driving at 
their fences ; others, holding hard : some like to go at 
them, and will do so, in spite of you, like a steam- 
engine ; others would be frightened if rode at them 
in this way : some horses, like old Vivian, will jump 
though dead tired : others will only do so (with any 
safety) when quite fresh (and mighty pleasant animals 
the latter are to ride four miles). Many horses, if a 
little blown, by taking a pull atthemwill recover, while 
others will not, but, if once distressed, put on their 
night-caps, and desire you to " call on them to-mor- 
row." Geldings I have generally found recover wind 
sooner than stallions; that is, when in hunting condi- 
tion ; when drawn fine as race-horses, the difference 
between them is trifling, if any. All these things 
must be, and are, attended to when we put a first- 
rate man up to ride. He has a certain stock of animal 
power given him at starting, and his good judgment 
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teaches him how to husband it, so as to keep the most 
he can to bring him home again : but he must have a 
head to think and hands to do it ; and as for heeh^ he 
will want a little of them too ; but, if an artist, he 
will never use them improperly or when he can do 
without them. 

I saw some very proper remarks made lately in a 
Sporting Journal on the unfairness of the ground 
marked out for a steeple-chase. Now, I know many 
of our first-rate riders: I wish them well; and, in proof 
of this, tell them that if they break all their necks it 
serves them right. These are all valuable men to the 
sporting world ; many of them valuable members of 
society : What the d — ^1 business have they to go risk- 
ing their necks over improper and unfair courses to 
please the gaping multitude, or in obedience to the 
wishes of men who would not themselves ride over 
half the course for all the land it covered ? If the 
first-rate riders were all to join and object to unfair 
courses, they would show their good sense, and the 
thing would be better arranged. Ordinary hunting 
fences are dangerous enough at the pace they are 
forced to ride at them ; but to ask men to ride at 
fences made dangerous purposely^ and that at a part 
of the race when horses are beat, is most unfair, un- 
sportsmanlike, selfish, and cruel. If they fancy that 
an objection on their parts would lay them open to a 
charge of fear, I would ask, would any man doubt 
the courage of such men as the Marquis of Anglesey, 
Lord Ponsonby, or Colonel Wyndham, should either 
or all of these decline a duel with muskets at six 
paces ? Men of their established courage might re- 
fuse to face a pop-gun if they chose : so might our 
known steeple-chase riders refuse to break their bones 
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for the gratification of the public. Would any man 
suppose Powell, Oliver, M^Donough, and many others, 
did it through fear, or from any other motive than a 
duty they really owe to themselves, their families, and 
friends ? I suspect those gentlemen who so obligingly 
lay out these break-neck courses would hang back a 
little, if, in case of accident, they were called on to 
support a man crippled through their kindness. K I 
had the laying out steeple-race courses, I would on 
all occasions call in, say five known steeple-chase 
riders who were not to ride in that particular race, 
and take the majority of their opinions as to the fair- 
ness of the course, or of any particular fence in it. 
This would set the thing to rights. Nor do I con- 
sider any man ought to be allowed to mark out a 
course unless he be a rider himself, or would be 
willing to ride over it. I have heard many masters 
order their servants to ride a horse at a fence they 
dare not attempt themselves : this may be fieiir enough, 
if their fear arises from the apprehension of tumbling 
off; but to ask a servant to ride at a place we think 
too dangerous in itself to risk our own necks at, is, 
I humbly conceive, neither more nor less than a 
cowardly stretch of power. If I had repeatedly put 
a horse at a fence, and could not get him to face it, 
and Oliver happened to be by, I might ask him 
(knowing him a better horseman than myself) to 
see what he could do. This would be all fair, and 
most probably he would succeed : at all events, I will 
answer for him he would with perfect good humour 
try. Half the ordinary run of men in riding at 
fences are forced to occupy their attention in keeping 
their seats : this gives them quite enough to do ; con- 
sequently, steadying their horse in going to his fence, 
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assisting him in rising at it, and, what is of quite as 
much importance, supporting him on landing, is out 
of the question. Now all this is done by a horse- 
man : his only fear is that his horse may refuse ; that 
his powers may not be equal to the fence to be got 
over; or that, from its extreme awkward nature, 
he may fall. Of himself — that is, his seat — he en- 
tertains no concern : and I firmly believe, if Powell 
or Oliver wanted to go to Bath, and their horse could 
take off at Hyde Park Comer, clearing Windsor 
Castle in his way, they would consider it as pleasant a 
mode of transit as you could give them. 

Talking of seat, I cannot help mentioning an in- 
stance of perfection in this way that came under my 
notice when seeing Powell riding Primrose in a 
steeple-race (a sharpish little mare with ten stone on 
her — I think in this case she carried near, if not quite, 
twelve). About the middle of the race they had to 
face a bullfinch, with an honest fifteen-feet brook on 
the other side : but what constituted the danger was 
first, the coming to it was down hill ; secondly, the 
horses could not see the brook till they rose at the 
leap ; and, thirdly, there was but one narrow pene- 
trable place in the hedge. For this of course they 
would all make : and I consider, in such a case, racing 
to it for lead to be one of the most dangerous ma- 
noeuvres in a steeple-race. Fortunately, Powell had 
sufficient lead to render this unnecessary: at it he 
came, and over all he went : the weight told on poor 
Primrose, and down she came on her knees on land- 
ing. This kind of thing, hunting men know by expe- 
rience, gives one about the same gentle inclination to 
go over one's horse's ears that a cannon ball gets from 
a (pmntum suff. charge of gunpowder. Not so, how- 
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ever in this case. There sat our friend Powell as cool 
and erect as one of the Life Guards we see in Parlia- 
ment Street, his mare as fast held, and his hands in 
the same place they were when galloping over the 
preceding meadow. Up he had her, and off before 
the next horse took the leap. So much for seat. To 
have this in perfection, and the strongest nerve, are 
certainly both indispensable if a man means to ride 
steeple-races, or indeed to hounds, and to ride well. 

This reminds me of what Tom Belcher once said to 
a sixteen-stone friend of mine, who thought himself 
pretty much of a man, and wanted to study sparring. 
Tom looked at him : " Well," said he, " you're big 
enough, if you're good enough; but before you learn 
sparring, let me ask you one question — Can you bear 
licking ? — for I don't care how good you may be, you 
will be sure to find some customer to make you nap 
it, though you may lick him." 

So, if a man is afraid of a fall, he has no busi- 
ness hunting, much less steeple-racing. Still seat 
and nerve alone will not do. IS they were the ne plus 
tdira of a rider, Mr. W. M'Donough would ride better 
than his brother ; for of the two, I should say he was 
the boldest, or, in alluding to him, I should say the 
most desperate rider. Why then cannot he ride as 
well as the other ? Why I do not say : but he can- 
not, and, what is more, never will ; and I have no 
doubt he is aware of it, giving him at the same time 
every credit for being a very superior horseman, A. 
M*Donough possesses certain qualifications that must 
always make him " deserve, when he cannot command, 
success" — great courage, a quick eye to his own and 
other horses, a good judge of pace, great patience 
(a rare quality in a young one), never takes more out 
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of his horse than he can help, and never uses whip or 
spur without absolute occasion. 

I really believe some men are bom horsemen. I 
will mention one in the person of a young man who 
has lately rode a good deal in England — Byrne. I 
think I may venture to say he never was on a horse 
till he was twelve years old : his father was no horse- 
man ; nor did the young one ever get his riding edu- 
cation in a school ; if he had, he would never have rode 
as he can. He had a love bom in him for horses, and 
the way he made himself a horseman was this : he got 
leave to ride horses (not race-horses) at exercise, and 
tumbled off till he learned to stick on ; and riding all 
sorts gave him hands, which he very shortly got to 
perfection. I know no man living who can make a 
perfect gentleman's hunter better than Byrne : at the 
same time, if I was asked whether I would as soon put 
him on a horse to ride a steeple-race as Oliver, Powell, 
and some half-dozen others, I should say, no : he has 
not had their experience, though perhaps as horsemen 
there may be very little difference between them and 
him. 

But, without alluding to natural abilities, expe- 
rience generally gives head : it also (but not always) 
gives hands; every fool has heels; and the greater the 
fool the less likely he is to forget it, or allow his horse 
to forget it either. I like to see a man ride bold and 
straight to hounds ; but I also like to see him ride 
with judgment ; and, as I have on a former occasion 
said, I am convinced, in a general way, the men who 
do ride the straightest distress their horses the least. 
A bold rider and merely a hard rider are two very 
different people : the first, in a fair and sportsman- 
like way, shares the danger with his horse ; in fact, 
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risks both their lives and limbs together like an honest 
fellow : the other merely takes it out of his unfortu- 
nate horse where his own dearly and well-beloved 
neck is in no danger. I hate such a self-loving devil, 
though I value my neck as much as others, and think 
a boy of mine was not far out in an observation he 
made — something like the one made by Abemethy 
when a patient remarked that it gave him great pain 
to raise his arm : '* What a fool you must be then," 
said he, " to raise it." — My boy said nearly the same 
in effect. I was hunting with Ward : this boy was 
on a five-year-old, quieting him to hounds. Will the 
Whip was on a beast of a mare they called Long Jane, 
and long enough, high enough, and lanky enough, 
Long Jane was : in short, as one of the machines for 
boys to practise gymnastics upon, she would have 
been invaluable. Poor Will put her at a ditch, and 
in she went. " D — thy eyes (says Will), I knew 
thee would'st tumble in when I put thee at it." — 
" Then what a d — fool you must have been to have 
done it ! " says the boy; who by-the-bye would ride at 
any thing, the only difference being, he never thought 
he should fall, or rather his horse. I certainly have 
rode at many fences where I thought I stood a very 
feir chance of a purl ; but ss certainly never rode 
at one where, as Will said, / knew I should get it. 
— A hard rider is another thing. I will mention one 
who lived on the middle of the hill going from Egham 
to Englefield green : his name I forget, but Charles 
Davis can vouch for the truth of my picture of the 
man, who always hunted with the king's harriers 
when Davis whipped in to his father (one of the most 
respectable and superior men of his standing in life I 
ever knew). This said hard rider weighed about 
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14 St., and kept a miserable little pony, on which he 
hunted. He never was quiet. The moment a hound 
challenged, in went the spurs, and off he was, as if a 
fox was found in an open country. I believe he 
hunted the poor pony to death. I met him some time 
afterwards, when he told me he had bought a regular 
hunter, and on this he appeared some time afterwards, 
in the person of a black galloway mare, about 13^ 
hands, and thin as a lath. If he rode as he did on the 
pony, what did he do on this superior animal ? He 
put on the steam in good earnest till she stopped. 
On my remonstrating with him on his cruelty, he re- 
marked he was always a hard rider 1 Now this bears 
me out in what I once stated in my Remarks on 
Cruelty, " that a man who was cruel to his horse 
would be found so in every situation in life." I was 
told a greater brute to a wife never existed than this 
hard rider. He had neither head nor hands ; but he 
had heels, and spurs on them for his horse ; and, if re- 
port says true, arms and fists, or a stick at the end of 
them for his wife : at any rate he saw the end of her. 
I make no doubt but the generality of the hunting 
men of 1844 will contend that hunting never was 
known in such perfection as during the last twenty 
years. Quite younkers, I know, think that even 
twenty years since people knew little about doing it 
as they think it ought to be done : but as to the sport 
their fathers enjoyed when of their age, they consider 
the thing must have been a burlesque upon hunting. 
These young gentlemen are a little too fast ; and I 
maintain that hunting may be, nay has already 
been, too fast. In this I am quite sure many of the 
best sportsmen will agree with me. It has in fact 
ceased to be hunting. I love both racing and hunt- 
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ing, but I allow myself to be no admirer of racing- 
hunting or hunting-racing : the endeavouring to amal- 
gamate them spoils both. Now I call it racing-hunt- 
ing where hounds come at once on a fox, go off at his 
brush, and run into him without a check in twenty 
minutes. This I am quite willing to allow is very 
good fun — call it fun if you like — and I am satisfied ; 
but no man shall tell me it is foa-hunting. 

A gentleman in Warwickshire lately bought some 
fox-hounds : he did not attempt to say he meant fox- 
hunting ; in fact he never tried for a fox : he avowedly 
hunted drags. The idea was at first a good deal ridi- 
culed, but it seemed he knew his field and friends 
better than they knew themselves, for it took wonder- 
fully ; and when they found it killed their horses, and 
they rarely could see the end of the run, they all de- 
clared it was inimitable. Now if he meant this as a 
keen bit of satire on his friends' knowledge of hunting, 
he must have enjoyed the thing amazingly over his fire- 
side, which I dare say he did, for he knows what hunt- 
ing is, and can ride. 

Why not then have some packs of drag-hounds 
kept, and make three distinct amusements, all good in 
their way ! We might then have racing in its legiti- 
mate way, when we wish for such a treat ; drag hunt- 
ing, when we want a galloping and leaping 'bout ; 
and hunting, for fox-hunters, instead of two mongrel 
amusements. What I mean by hunting-racing is, 
that most perfectly ridiculous custom of introducing 
hurdles on a race-course, and this when it is not 
attempted to call it a hunter's stake. This is also fun 
perhaps, but certainly not racing : and if it took place at 
a revel among jumping in sacks and grinning through 
horse-collars, would be a yery interesting wind-up. 
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I am sorry to say that I fear we have not quite as 
much head, as our ancesters in our system. I hate 
slow hunting, never liked hare-hunting ; like hounds 
to go, and keep going ; but I really do think three- 
quarters* speed fast enough for a hunter ; that is, pro- 
vided he is fast : if he is not, however good he might 
be in every other qualification, I would never ride him 
twice. I might be asked, why, if I think hounds may 
be bred too fast, do I make speed so much a sine qua 
non in a hunter ? I will answer this by an observa- 
tion on a dijflferent subject. Whenever I want a 
buggy-horse, I always try him, and my trial gives far 
less trouble than most people's, but it is one I never 
found fail. I first put my horse in a moderate trot — 
say eight miles an hour at the bottom of a moderate 
hill ; if he willingly keeps the same pace up to the top, 
I have seldom found him a bad mettled one : if, on 
the contrary, he begins lagging, hitching in his pace, 
or shuffling, I have had trial enough : depend on it he 
is a rogue or a very weak horse. So much for game- 
ness : for this, though no great trial, it may be said, 
is a pretty fair criterion to judge by. Now for pace, 
I always try a horse one mile : if he cannot do that 
with the most perfect ease a few seconds under four 
minutes, I never buy him as a regular buggy-horse 
for the road; a horse merely to drive in London 
streets, is another thing. Here showy action only 
is wanted. Now I do not want to drive twenty miles 
faster than other people, but I will have fast ones, for 
two reasons ; I do like now and then, if I find some 
one on the road driving at me because he thinks he 
has a goer, to take the conceit out of him. Half a 
mile does this, and gets rid of him : he then leaves 
you to enjoy your own dust, if there is any, vrithout 
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the pleasing addition of his. But a far more sensible 
reason for liking a fast one is this : if he can trot at 
the rate of seventeen miles an hour, going at the rate 
of ten is play to him. So it is with a hunter : if he is 
&st enough to catch hounds, he can go with them 
without distress as to pace : if he is not fast, and very 
fast, he cannot, and indeed not always even when he 
is. Speed I must maintain to be the first thing to 
look at in purchasing a hunter, or a horse to make 
one of; and if my friends will be kind enough to find 
me in speed, I will find myself in neck and jumping. 

Comparatively speaking, they can all jump if we 
choose to make them : but they cannot aU go. There 
is not one horse in fifty, with the size, shape, make, 
and breed of a hunter, that cannot if he pleases take 
any ordinary fence we meet with in crossing a coun- 
try. I may be told that perhaps he may not please 
to do this : this is by no means improbable : we see 
this sometimes mth the best of them, even with 
steeple-chase horses. In such a particular case, and 
at that particular fence, we may possibly be beat ; but 
if he in a general way should not please to jump, he 
must then put his patience and determination to the 
test with mine. I will answer for it, in nineteen 
cases out of twenty I teach him he must jump when 
and where / please : but I cannot make him go if 
there is no go in him, and it would be folly and cruelty 
to attempt it. ffead^ hands and heels may make him 
a fencer, but they can't make him a goer. 

We are told that hounds must now-a-days be very 
fast to kill their foxes ; that ^' meets " being often at 
eleven o'clock, unless hounds get on the best pos- 
sible terms with their fox, they cannot hunt him : 
granted. I am afraid that something like Abemethy's 
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reply will apply here. My Lord says, " There is so little 
scent, that if my hounds do not race down their fox, 
they cannot hunt him down, because we meet so 
late." Some rude fellow (like myself), who loves 
fox'liunting^ might say, " Then why the d — 1 don't 
you meet earlier?" Half the field would say, "We 
can't ; we were all at Lady So-and-so's till four this 
morning." I know this as well as they do. I know 
they can't ; at least I know they won't ; for people 
now-a days must enjoy late parties, and fox-hunting 
too, but not fox-hunting in perfection, unless they 
consider hounds racing across country perfection. If 
they do, it is all very well ; but I really think the 
Warwickshire drag just as good ; indeed better, for 
they would kill more horses, and that seems the thing 
by which we are to judge of the goodness of the day's 
sport ! If a young man should be asked in the 
evening what sport he had had in the morning, he 
would reply, if it had been what he considered good, 
" Capital ! one of the best things this season : the 
horses were lying about in all directions ; five died in 
the field ; I expect to hear by to-morrow's post that 
mine is dead also." — This would be unblushingly 
told to a lady, I suppose to show what a fine fellow 
the rider must be ! Now I should really think this 
to a woman of a reflecting mind would be about 
as much recommendation as if he had slaughtered 
an ox, and about as much proof of the soundness 
of his head as of the goodness of his heart. If 
a horse breaks a limb, his back, or his neck, hunt- 
ing, it does not much matter ; it is a fair accident : 
and there's an end of him : the rider may share the 
same fate, and sometimes the loss to society is about 
equal. A horse may occasionally be killed by over- 
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exertion without his rider having felt him particu- 
larly distressed; but, when we find men literally 
boasting of the number of horses killed by themselves 
and their friends, I am inclined to think the heels have 
been more at work than the head. 

When I state that I consider hounds may be bred 
too fast, I do not mean it solely in allusion to its re- 
quiring greater speed and exertion on the part of the 
horses, but that I consider it spoils hunting. We 
may naturally infer, that, when a man keeps or 
undertakes the management of a pack of fox- 
hounds, he is a judge of fox-hunting; and, as I 
have before said, I doubt not but some of these 
gentlemen, if left to their own inclinations, would 
like a little more real hunting than fashion allows : 
but those who keep hounds wish to please their 
friends ; they have also a very pardonable, nay proper, 
pride in hearing the pack considered a crack one, and 
this they would not be, though they might kill their 
fox or a brace a-day, unless they actually coursed 
him: hunting up to him would not do. So the 
Master goes with the tide; he is master of the 
hounds ; but fashion is the master of him. One who 
only manages a pack must of course please his mem- 
bers, or where is the ca^hf That, in keeping fox- 
hounds, goes pretty fast too : so the hounds must go 
the devil's pace to catch that I venture a hope, that 
though I do think it is quite possible hounds may be 
too fast, my brother Sportsmen will not think that I 
am too slow, for I like fast ones, in men, horses, or 
dogs; but my countryman, John Bull, never seems 
to know any medium ; and for this I can in no way 
account: his temperament is by no means enthu- 
siastic in any way ; yet, where fashion leads him, he 
VOL. r. M 
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always goes the " whole hog," and is never satisfied 
with what is reasonable. At present, nothing can be 
fast enough: but I should not be surprised if ten 
years hence our young sprigs of fashion voted the 

exertion of going fast a d d bore ; and, if they 

did, we should see them hunting in George the 
Fourth's pony phaetons. I should then be held as a 
savage, a kind of Ojibbeway, inadmissible, because I 
like hounds to go as fast as any fair hunter can carry 
me, but at the same time letting the pace be such as 
I can see hounds work — a thing I am quite sure 
many hunting men do not care about one farthing. 
Fox-hunters used to decry coursers, " the mean 
murdering coursing crew," but now they bring fox- 
hunting as near coursing as they can. 

I have said that going out late produces the neces- 
sity of having very fast hounds : so it does to a certain 
degree : but this is not the " be all and the end all 
here : " fashion is the primum mobile of the thing, and 
a certain little, and it is a littlej feeling among our 
high-flyers adds to it. For instance: I was travel- 
ling a few weeks since in one of those old-fashioned 
vehicles we have heard of, a four-horse coach. In it 
got as hard-favoured hirsute-looking a homo as one 
would wish to see in the smiling month of April. They 
called him Sir Thomas. Oh ! thinks I, judging from 
his appearance, a Deputy from the King of the 
Cannibal Islands, knighted for bringing a caudle cup 
made of a human skull : but I was quite wrong, as I 
found afterwards. However, not having, as some 
law term expresses it, the " fear of God " (or at any 
rate the fear of the Baronet) " before my eyes," we 
got on very well together — that is, neither opening 
his mouth for the first twelve miles. "At 
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length he spoke:" we got better acquainted; and at 
a certain part of the journey I ventured a feeler, by 
saying it looked like a good hunting country — and 
I assert, a good hunting country it looked — undu- 
lating, but not hilly, fair fences, large inclosures ; and, 
judging from the foot-marks of cattle and tracks of 
wheels, seemed as if it had carried sound during 
winter. But my hirsute companion differed from me, 
saying he knew the country well, and had hunted 

every inch of it : it was the d est country he ever 

rode over. I asked, " Why ? Was it a bad scenting 
country, or were foxes scarce ?" He said, " Neither: 
but the foxes were apt to run rings : it rode light, 
and as the fences were not particularly strong, every 
fellow could get along, and it was a d d annoy- 
ance, on two-hundred-guinea horses, to find a pack of 
farmers, and God knows who, riding with one." This, 
it seemed, was the only charge he could bring 
against the country. Well, thinks I, you're an ugly 
devil to look at, that's poz, and from your speech I 
suspect not the best fellow in the world to know. 
So, because a man might not, like him, be able to 
keep a dozen hunters worth 200 gs. each, yet was 
fond of hunting, this hairy bit of aristocracy sets up 
his bristles because he cannot shake him off. I'll 
answer for it he is a selfish overbearing savage. Now, 
I tell you what, Ursa Major : I shrewdly suspect the 
fault did not lie in the country or the nags ; but that 
you found a few honest fellows, who took the un- 
warrantable liberty of riding as well or a little better 
than yourself, and that perhaps over some of their 
own land, where they were so unmannerly as to 
" come between the wind and your nobility," even on 
horses of less value. How T should like to mortify 
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the devil by picking out some forty-pound hack-looking 
rum-'un, and having a turn at him ! I know nothing 
of what sort of workman he may be ; probably much 
better than myself; but as he is neitherlighter, younger, 
nor much handsomer, by the Deity of Hunting, if I 
ever do meet him with hounds, I'll have a twist with 
him, even without picking a nagfor the express purpose. 

I mention this anecdote, because it just dovetails 
with a shrewd suspicion I have often entertained, that 
the fashionable habit of calling every run a bore that 
is not racing arises in some measure from the same 
feeling of selfishness and vanity demonstrated in Sir 
Hairy Headpiece. This is a very distinct sort of feeling 
from that which emanates from a good-natured contest 
with and among brother-sportsmen during a run ; or 
from that of a high-spirited young-'un, who, in the 
enthusiasm of youth, would say, " Now only give me 
the right sort of country, and I'll show you the way." 
I would clap him on the back, as I would a young 
hound that had a little too much devil in him, and 
say, " You'll be one of the right sort when you know 
a little more : sail away, my fine fellow, and may the 
winds be prosperous for your voyage through life ! " 
Young hounds and young Sportsmen should both 
have a little too much dash about them at first ; nor 
do I object to see both ready for mischief when it only- 
proceeds from mettle and high blood, A little rating 
will perhaps set both right: if not, the whipper-in 
very soon will the one, and a few falls the other ; the 
breed is right in both. 

A true fox-hunter and sportsman is no doubt in a 
general way, however perfect a gentleman he may 
be, as far removed from an affected fop as two sepa- 
rate things can be : yet I have seen among men who 
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ride hunting a very fair sprinkling of the latter, and 
it is chiefly among these that we hear the complaint 
that the run is never fast enough or severe enough to 
please them, insinuating by this that both themselves 
and their horses are so superior that what is great 
to others is bagatelle to them. You will hear such 
chrysalides pretending to abuse their horse : if he 
happens to put down his head, they will give him 
a rap across the ears with their whip, with " hold up 
brute," to show how little they think of 300/. ; or, 
" come up, you old cripple ;" or, after a brilliant run, 
" my old screw went like bricks to-day." These are 
the sort of gentry that had better stay at home, in- 
stead of the farmers ; that is, so long as the latter 
conduct themselves inoffensively. The sort of men 
I allude to are pests to Masters of Hounds : they are 
always doing some harm, and don't know how to do 
good. It is quite proper that Almack's or a Drawing- 
room should both be exclusive. But fox-hunting is 
intended for fox-hunters, be they who they may, so 
long as they conduct themselves like sportsmen in 
their several grades of life : yet I am aware there is 
an esprit du corps among a certain clique that would, 
if it could, render fox-hunting exclusive also. But in 
this clique you would never find such names as Dar- 
lington, Alvanley, Kinnaird, Drumlanrig, Wilton, 
Howth, Maidstone, Forester, Wyndham, Smith, Oliver, 
Peel, and a hundred other light and welter weights : 
these are really horsemen and sportsmen: they go 
the pace it is true, and an awful pace they do go; 
and why? because they must do so to be in their 
place, and in their place they will be ; but it does not 
follow that they would not like, by way of variety, 
to sometimes see a little more hunting and less racing, 

M 3 



166 REAL BORES. 

and would candidly confess they sometimes find the 
pace a leetle stronger than is convenient. They would 
not be afraid to say so, knowing themselves and their 
nags to be ne plus vltras; the ephemeri would. I 
would quite agree in wishing the pace and country to 
be such as to get rid of the " Pray-catch-my-horse" 
sort of gentry : they are a real nuisance ; therefore it 
is quite fair to wish to shake them off. If these good 
people could ride in balloons over one's head, it would 
be all very well, and I for one should be glad to see 
them enjoy themselves: they would then be out of 
the way. In chase, let every one take care of him- 
self, as the bull said when he danced among the frogs. 
If you cannot make your own way, do not at all 
events get in the way of those who can, which these 
folks always do. Hunting being but an amusement, 
of course every man has a right to ride as he pleases, 
provided he does not interfere with his neighbour. 
If a man chooses to butcher his horse, he may do so 
if he neither rides over hounds nor induces them to 
overrun the scent. So have the slow coaches as great 
a right to help each other out of all the ditches in 
Christendom if they like, or to carry a lasso to catch 
each other's horse — (I wonder they never thought of 
this) — provided they do not make landowners angry 
by riding over turnips, wheat, or clover leys to make 
up lost ground, or herd together in perhaps the only 
practicable part of a fence, exerting their customary 
benevolence to each other, all of which they invari- 
ably do. The pace and country I should like would 
be just such as to make it necessary for a man to ride 
bold and straight, or go home, but still to be such as 
to allow a fox advantage enough to give hounds at 
times some work to get at him. By work, I mean nose- 
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work. Without this, I must say, I consider a great 
deal of the zest, anxiety, and beauty of hunting is 
lost ; that is, to a man who enjoys seeing hounds, and 
seeing them hunt; and dearly I love a fox-hound. 

If I were asked, whether I did not consider fifty 
men well mounted setting each other across a certain 
distance of country a good spree, I should of course 
say it was ; and if there were no hounds to be got at 
I should join in it. Doing this with a drag would be 
a far better spree ; and really if hounds after a fox 
are only to race across country, it brings hunting 
merely to spree the third and best. 

I have, in speaking of the. pace hounds now go, 
made use of the terms now and now-a-days : in doing 
so, I mean it in reference to what I have heard they 
did perhaps fifty years ago ; for I am not aware they go 
faster than they always have gone since I first hunted. 
I am quite clear that I never saw as good real hunt- 
ing as my ancestors did. I have seen bolder and 
better riding most decidedly: but as to hunting^ I 
have seen more of that in one week's cub-hunting 
than in a whole season's regular hunting; and I 
fancy I really do know what hunting means. At all 
events, I was blooded when only seven years old. It 
may be said that practice never improves some peo- 
ple : this may be my case ; if it is, I can't help it. 

Let us suppose hounds to have been streaming 
away a burst of four or five miles, have come to a 
chedk, and the Huntsman not at the moment up with 
them. On his getting to them, it would be of the 
first importance to him to know what hound or 
hounds were leading, or rather had been. If it were 
some particular hounds, he would know to all but a 
certainty that so far his fox had come ; and, on 
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making a cast forward, they would hit it off again. 
If, on the contrary, the leading hounds were wildish 
ones, and such as (when assisted by wild riders) 
he could not quite trust, he would then have to 
judge for himself, and then head comes in request. 
Now I will venture to say, that, ask three fourths 
of the Field as to which or what hounds had brought 
on the scent to a given spot, they had no more looked 
at the hounds than they had at the Heavens. How 
should they ? They had been attending to their 
horses, looking how Lord Such-a-one and the Messrs. 
So-and-so went: this had given them plenty of work 
for head^ handsj and heels — with some perhaps the 
two latter having been most employed. As to the 
hounds, whether they had been running riot, heel, or 
hare, they knew not, and cared not so long as they 
kept going. Are such fox-hunters ? No ; but I wUl 
mention an anecdote of one who was. 

I was out with the Old Berkeley ; the hounds had 
been going a killing pace, the Huntsman beat. Mr. 

M , as bold a rider as ever faced a fence, was as 

usual up with them. We came to a check: " For 

God's sake, hold hard ! " cries M : " give them 

room." Several hounds spoke : not a word of en- 
couragement from M . At last a couple on the 

other side of the hedge opened. " Yoicks, Rival and 

Rory ! " cries M ; " that's it." Over he went with 

a screech that made the country ring again, capping 
them on, and riding like mad. In a few fields we 

ran in to our fox Who-whoop! This was 

something like the thing, and no mistake I 

And now as to pace, so far as it relates to horses. 
" It is the pace that kills," said Meynell, and he was 
right. I know what fast, very fast horses are, my 
weight enabling me to ride thoroughbred ones : but 
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even blood is to be distressed, and I must say I 
always feel that when distress comes on, pleasure 
goes oflF*. Some do not think so ; but of such perhaps 
the less we say the better. 

Having hitherto complimented the head and hands 
quite sufficiently, I am quite ready to allow the heels 
their fair share ; and so useful do I think them, when 
controlled by the head and acting in concert with the 
handsj that when on horseback I consider they should 
in most cases have a pair of spurs attached to them. 
The only diflference of opinion between myself and 
some others of their utility consists in this: they 
begin to use them most when I consider they ought 
not to be used at aUj namely, when their horse is 
beat. I consider spurs should be worn for more rea- 
sons than I shall now specify : but of these I will 
mention a few. Many horses, I think indeed the 
generality of them, go livelier and safer when they 
are aware we have spurs on : it keeps them on the 
qui mve, and frequently prevents them attempting to 
do wrong, knowing we have so ready a mode of 
punishment at hand, or rather at heel. If we want 
an imlooked-for and momentary exertion made, no- 
thing produces it like the spurs. If a horse becomes 
refractory, we probably (nay certainly) want both 
hands for our reins : what could we do in this case 
without spurs ? With a horse which is apt to swerve 
at his fences, we cannot so well keep him straight 
with one hand while we use the whip with the other : 
here the spurs must come into use, and in such a 
case, cork him tight, and that with a pair of Latch- 
ford's best. Still this would not do in all cases. I 
can mention one. 

I had a mare, as fine a fencer as ever was 
ridden, but a little nervous in facing any thing 
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that looked unusually big and thick. I could always 
tell a hundred yards before I came to it if she was 
frightened. In this case I just took a gentle pull at 
her, spoke to her, or gave her a pat on the neck, and 
over she went to a certainty. "Instead of this," 
but touch her with a spur, she would stop dead, and 
kick a town down. For this reason I never rode her 
with spurs. This is, however, a case of rare occur- 
rence, though some race-horses will do nothing if they 
know you have spurs on, and are forced to be ridden 
without. The mare I allude to had several times 
sent her late master over her head : she was always a 
little fidgety on being mounted; but after I had 
given her a gentle kick or two with my heels, and 
she found no spurs were in the case, she became 
perfectly quiet, and one of the pleasantest hunters 
living. 

Spurs are at times to be made the means of assist- 
ing a horse, in deep ground particularly : bring your 
horse's nose a little closer to his chest, touch him 
lightly with the spurs, and he collects himself directly, 
shortens his stride, and gets through dirt with half 
the labour he would otherwise do. In short, spurs, 
judiciously used, are a hint to a horse as to what we 
want him to do, a means of making him do it, and a 
very proper and severe punishment when he refuses 
to do this, or at all events to try. But as I think 
we ought not to wish him to go when in a state unfit 
to go, though I do not presume to dictate to others, 
I shall continue my old practice of keeping my spurs 
quiet just when many others begin making the most 
use of theirs. I may be wrong, but I am sure my 
horses have never thought so ; and as I always make 
them do what is right to please me, I think it but fair 
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I should sometimes do what is just to please them, or, 
to say the least, not to abuse them. 

I recollect reading of some student having an 
author to translate whose writing was somewhat diffi- 
cult to turn into English, from his peculiar idioms ; 
so whenever he came to a passage he could not per- 
fectly comprehend, he always made a marginal note 
to this effect, " matihre embrouiUSJ^ I shall esteem 
myself particularly favoured, if, on reading these 
sheets of " Heads, Hands, and Heels," the Reader 
does not make the same note on the whole : but dif- 
ferent ideas have struck me as I got along, and in my 
harumscarum omnium gatherum way I have traversed 
a much wider field than I ever contemplated entering. 
Having, however, got so far in the mire, I may as 
well plunge a little farther, and try to get out with 
as little detriment to myself or the patience of the 
Reader as I possibly can. 

I have ventured my crude ideas on colt-breeders, 
breakers, trainers, jockeys, stable-boys, huntsmen, 
gentlemen, and I know not whom besides — a some- 
thing about racing, and hounds and hunting — and 
also of riding hunting, which I know is rather a 
dangerous subject to treat upon : but, as I am seldom 
personal in my remarks, I trust I as seldom give 
offence; and this emboldens me, after having ven- 
tured some hints on riding, to risk one more on the 
subject of the kind of horse to ride — I mean with 
hounds. 

From the days when men went hunting on demi- 
peak saddles, not merely with cruppers, but a light 
breeching, their horses' tails in a club, and a large 
single-headed curb bit, to the year 1750 when our 
good grandpapas went out at four in the morning 
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en papiUotes with overall worsted stockings, any- 
thing like a thorough-bred horse as a hunter was 
never even thought of; and indeed until within the 
last twenty years the hunter and the race-horse were 
considered as distinct from each other as two va- 
luable animals of the same species could weU be. In 
fact, in those days — I need go no farther back than 
fifty years — the qualities of the thorough-bred horse 
were not called for in the hunter, at least they were 
not indispensable, as they now are ; but such is my 
predilection in favour of blood, that though hounds 
did not go the pace fifty years since they do now, I 
feel satisfied that at the pace they did then go our 
ancestors would have been much better carried by 
highly bred horses than they were by the kind of 
horse they then rode. If hounds went fast, the 
nearly or quite thorough-bred one could do the thing ; 
if they did not, he would have carried them with the 
greater ease. I am quite aware it would be very 
difficult indeed to get thorough-bred ones equal to 
some men's weight. If a man is only fit to be moved 
on a timber-carriage, he must judge for himself; but 
I really think any moderate weight may, if he selects 
them properly, and gives money enough^ find horses 
all but, if not quite, thorough-bred that can carry 
him. In proof of what blood will do, I will mention 
one instance, and, as it occurred with a horse of my 
own, I can vouch for its authenticity. 

A friend of mine, who was an honest sixteen stone 
in his saddle, had sent his hunter to my house to 
hunt the next day, and came himself by coach, I 
engaging to lend him a hack to ride to covert. I had 
just bought a very neat thorough-bred horse that 
had been running as a four-year-old; him I had 
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ordered to be saddled for myself, and a very fair 
useful kind of hunter that I drove in my buggy, 
being a bit of a trotter, for my friend. However, 
more from joke than any thing else, he would mount 
the thorough-bred. Having but six miles to go, this 
did not matter; but, on coming to the meet, our 
horses were not there: my friend's groom being a 
stranger, and the boy who took my horse having 
lately come to me, they had mistaken the meet. 
This we did not know, so expected momentarily their 
arrival. The hounds found immediately, and went 
off; when, to my utter dismay, off went my friend on 
my little bit of blood, and, though I conclude he had 
never seen a fence before, I can only say, having got 
the start of me, with all the exertion I could make 
over four miles of fair country, I never could catch 
him. It is true he had a man on him who would 
drive a horse either through, in, or over anything; 
but to see one that I should never have thought 
of hunting with my weight going such a bat with 
sixteen stone satisfied me what blood will do. I do 
not mean to say the horse could have carried him as a 
hunter ; but he had had such a specimen of the little 
one's game and powers, that he bought and constantly 
rode him hack ; and, when I saw him two years after- 
wards, he had not a windgall on any leg. 

I should have thought our ancestors had a tolerable 
insight into the weight race-horses can carry, when 
they saw the Beacon Course run over by one carrying 
eighteen stone in not above a minute and a half more 
than it usually takes to do it with eight Some people, 
having heard of such things, are apt to carry them 
too far, and, when told what blood will do, go and 
buy some weedy bad-constitutioned wretch, and then 
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are surprised that he cannot carry them as a hunter. 
Now a horse may not be worth one farthing as a race- 
horse, and become first-rate as a hunter ; but then his 
not racing must not proceed from any other cause 
than want of speed. If from naturally bad temper, 
or bad constitution, he shuts up as a race-horse, so he 
will as a hunter. I am aware, that unless we breed 
them it is not an easy matter to get a thorough-bred 
horse likely to make a hunter; still they are to be 
had. A good made, strengthy, thorough-bred colt 
may be tried as a two-year-old, and found wanting in 
speed; may again be tried at three years, and fail 
again : he may then be still held over in the hope that 
when he had nearly done growing he might make a 
valuable Cup-horse, and thus persevered with till five 
years old, occasionally beating still worse than himself, 
so as just to delude his owner, which such horses 
usually do. Master all along paying the piper, whose 
music is not had, as Paddy says, " for less than no- 
thing." Now this is just the sort of nag I should 
look out for as a hunter — handsome, good constitu- 
tion, good temper, possessing all we want in a race- 
horse except the cAi^ thing — speed. There is really 
magic in that little word speed: it does every thing, 
from the " terrible-terrible-high-bred-cattle-gentle- 
man," to the " gee- wo " horse. Yes, Eeader, the 
cart-horse should have speed ; that is, speed as a cart- 
horse. I have had a turn at this sort of gentlemen ; 
have had twelve eating my hay and oats, and have 
learned that pace in their walk makes a difference to 
the farmer. Defend me from a bell-team — I do not 
mean beUe^ but a team that carries bells : they will 
condescend to walk two miles and a half an hour, 
four horses drawing two tons: they look well; so 
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does a footman six feet two without his shoes ; and in 
point of real utility they are about on a par, expect to 
be equally pampered^ and are both too aristocratic to 
hurry themselves. 

But speaking of things that really are, or rather 
were, speedy, among my other speedy possessions 
(many of them, " heu mihi^^^ too speedy in their exit) I 
had once a speedy donkey, and the way I became pos- 
sessed of Jack is rather curious. I was riding, and 
on a sudden heard a pattering of feet behind me, ac- 
companied by, I think, the most discordant all-hor- 
rible, aU-monstrous, all-prodigious, unearthly noise I 
ever heard. On looking back, I found this concate- 
nation of sweet sounds preceded from a jackass at 
full speed, accompanied by that amiable companion 
for an evening's ramble, a very large bull-dog, also in 
full career. They passed me. I believe I have seen 
hunting in all shapes, but this was something new; so 
I determined to see the end of the chase. Jack, how- 
ever, soon left Bully far behind, and I suppose he 
thought he had also left all his troubles there: but 
he found (as many a good man has done) that troubles 
hang most cursedly on a scent ; and, if one actually 
comes to a fault, some other hits it off, and " at's you 
again." This was the case with Jack; for no sooner 
had he shaken off Bully, than the running was taken 
up by a young fox-hound at his walk at a farm-house 
— so much for the good hounds learn at walk, on 
which I may perhaps at some future time venture a 
hint or two. However, such was really Jack's powers 
of going, that he also beat young sorrows-to-come into 
the bargain, and made good his way to his master's 
cottage. After a good mile heat at a pace that 
quite prepared my nag for a sweat on the morrow, 
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had I intended to give him one, I made up joaj mind 
at once to buy Jack, for I saw some fun in him. 
Now it was not that he was handsome, nor could I 
judge of his amiability or utility, but as Moore says, 

^ Oh *twas a something more exquisite still I ** 

That Jack could go, my horse could swear ; that he 
ought to go, the Filho-da-Puta length of his quarters 
satisfied me; but, independently of all that, there 
was a kind of derisive catch-if-you-can twist and 
twirl of his tail while he was going that was irre- 
sistible. Seeing me well mounted, the cottager, I 
suppose, considered a guinea or two, more or less, was 
no object to me (Mem. he did not know me) ; so he 
succeeded in diddling me out of three guineas for 
Jack, (just three times what he would have sold him 
for in a common way, and have given the Filho-da- 
Puta quarters and knowing twist of the tail into the 
bargain,) nor would he then send Jack to my house 
without the promise of a gallon of beer. I have no 
doubt the whole family at the cottage thought a good 
deal of business had been done in a short time — 
they had sold one ass and found another. I was 
right after all ; and neither Jack nor I had so much 
of the ass in us as we looked to have. I put Jack 
into positive training ; first, in order to see what dif- 
ference could be made in the animal by such treat- 
ment ; and, secondly, meaning to astonish the natives 
at a revel in a village dose by with my newly pur- 
chased racer. He trained on wonderfully, and I 
found, that, however thistles may be considered by 
these gentry as a bonne houche^ oats made a great 
change in appearance and spirits. One day, how- 
ever, I conclude the boy had given him a little more 
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in the galloping way than Jack approved, for he sent 
up his heels, put down his head, and over it the boy 
came. Jack most uncourteously left without taking 
leave, and came home at a pace that said " Swaffham 
for ever ! " Some friends dined with me next day, 
and our conversation about two horses they had 
ridden to my house ended in my taking the shine out 
of them, by saying I had a jackass, that, give him 
two hundred yards, should beat either of their horses 
a mile next day. This put them on their mettle, and 
the bet ran thus — if they beat. Jack was theirs: if 
Jack beat, they engaged to give a ten pound note for 
him. Jack was treated next morning to two runs 
home loose, pursued by a man on horseback smacking 
a good sounding hunting-whip after him. In the 
afternoon my friends came, and we went to the place 
of starting. Jack knew it well. Now my friends 
expected the boy who rode him up to the start would 
also ride him home. No such thing : his saddle was 
taken off: the bridle (made ready) at the word " go " 
was slipped off, and, as before, away came Jack, 
giving the immortal twirl of the tail, and an occasional 
kick up, with an accompaniment not to be mentioned 
to ears polite. I do not think they gained twenty 
yards on him. I must allow they both laughed too 
heartily all the way to do their best ; but if they had, 
they could not have caught him. I pocketted my 
note, and they made a note, not too much to under- 
rate donkey speed in ftiture. 

I hope my reader is interested enough in Jack to 
wish to know what was his after-fate. I can only 
give this much of it : my friends gave him to a friend 
to carry his son; but I am sorry to say, Jack, like 
many people, did not know when he was well off; 
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for after pitching little master over hi« bead, he was 
sold to a travelling tinker: it i?ras then with my 
racer Jack, as it often is with many another crack — 
" Bellows to mend." 

Let us now return to the Gup-horse I said I should 
be inclined to purchase as a hunter. Having made 
no figure as a two, or three, or four years old among 
first-rate horses, nor at five having done enough to 
warrant his being kept as a useful second-rater, no 
doubt his master wiU be willing enough to do what he 
ought to have done two years before, sell him for the 
best price he could get. In this way a really fine 
five-year-old horse may often be got at fifty pounds 
less than he could have been bred for. But the pur- 
chaser must not of course think he has bought a 
hunter. He might as well suppose, because he had 
bought the proper quantity of cloth, that he had got 
a coat; he must get the t^ailor: so for the horse, 
we must get the horseman, with head^ handa^ and 
heeh^ to make the hunter; upon these will the per- 
fection of the coat and the hunter depend. I Imve 
heard persons say that thorough-bred horses were 
seldom good leapers : how in the name of common 
sense should they be? they have never been taught 
to be so. They can, like all animals, jump if they 
please in a wild way ; but to do it safely, coolly, and 
scientifically, must be taught them. They can jump 
well enough, high and wide enough for anything they 
want in a state of nature : but to take all kinds of 
artificial fences well is a perfection to be learnt. Of 
course no race-horse knows anything about it: he has 
been placed in situations where he never was per- 
mitted to attempt to jump, nor as long as he con- 
tinues a race-horse will he ever be. I dare say neither 
Bee's- wing nor Catherina would take a common hurdle 
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with a man an their back willingly ; nor would Bran, 
or Ratcatcher, or Sir Hercules: but supposing the 
three latter were not as racers what they were, had I 
been fortunate enough to have got them, I rather 
think, that after I had had them six months, I could 
on them with hounds have been there or thereabouts. 
So fiskr from being thorough-bred militating against a 
horse being a fencer, I maintain it to be a great point 
in his favour. Thorough-bred horses are generally 
better made for spring and propelling powers in their 
quarters than other horses. This is just what we 
want to make a leaper ; their only fault is one that a 
little judgment and patience will rectify, the want 
of having been taught. The great requisites for a 
hunter are speed, spring, wind, and durability: all 
these the thorough-bred possesses beyond all compa- 
rison in greater perfection than other horses. Why, 
then, should they not make hunters ? Only, as I 
before said, get them strong enough. Seventy-four 
k;new nothing of fencing when he was first put 
to steeple-racing, and I believe was particularly 
awkward at it ; but he learned to jump afterwards ; 
so they will all with practice. I do not mean 
practice with hounds : this, till he knows something 
about it, I consider the worst practice a young horse 
can have. He is in a hurry, and the rider is in a 
hurry ; consequently the thing is done in a hurried 
and slovenly manner, if done at all ; and at best he 
only gets over somehow. One month's practice, taking 
the horse out with another, where you can pick proper 
fences for him, and bring him on from one thing to 
another, will teach him more than six months with 
hounds. They need not be large ones either: the 
horse, after having been taught to jump coolly and to 
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a certainty eight or nine feet of water, will afterwards, 
when excited with hounds, jump fifteen : if he does 
not, I fear the fault will be in the rider, not the horse. 

I have seen a good round number of falls with 
hounds, and have had enough myself to satisfy any 
reasonable man. I speak, therefore, from observation 
and practice, when I assert, that where one fall occurs 
from large spreading fences (if within the bounds of 
reason), twenty take place at blind awkward small ones. 
It is to teach the horse how to manage these that re- 
quires practice, and thb it would take a very consi- 
derable time t/O teach him with hounds. We may in 
the course of a run come to a fence where the ditch 
is so filled by briers as to be all but imperceptible : 
we ride him at it ; most probably he gets over, but he 
has gained no lesson or experience by this ; he is not 
aware he has escaped a trap : but if we had taken him 
out, we will say shooting (and nothing makes a fencer 
sooner), he would probably have been led over twenty 
such in the course of the morning, for I would look 
out for such for him ; he would perhaps have blun- 
dered into three or four ; and, finding a bed of bram- 
bles and thorns is not a bed of roses, that one day 
would make him careful of such for life : and so on 
with other descriptions of diflicult places. Fair hunting 
fences he will of course be rode over; and doing these 
when he has nothing to distract his attention finom his 
business — which is the leap — will teach him to do 
them properly, and that in a very short time. Once 
taught to do this, he is a hunter for ever, and a master 
of his business. 

Of all things timber is what a horse should be made 
the most perfect in taking, and get the most practice 
at; first, because a mistake at stiff timber is more 
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fatal in its consequences than at any other fence; 
and, secondly, it is a description of one that requires 
on the part of a horse exertions the least natural to 
him. Brooks or dry ravines are things he would 
meet with in a state of nature. K galloping in a 
wild state he came to one of these, and was excited, 
he would as naturally extend his stride or bound to 
twenty feet as he had taken twelve in his gallop ; but 
timber is quite a different affair. Dame Nature, 
capital workwoman as she is in making an oak tree 
or an heir to an estate, never made a five-barred gate 
in her existence ; consequently she never gave a horse 
an idea of jumping one. 

In practising horses at a leaping-bar, I have often 
been astonished at the absurdities and wanton severity 
I have seen used. It is very common to see a naked 
bar so adjusted as to fall in case a horse should hit it. 
Now this is the very time when it should be immove- 
able: the allowing a bar to give way will spoil all 
the horses in the world : if he is a young or unprac- 
tised one, we are positively teaching him to knock 
down or attempt to knock down timber whenever he 
sees it, instead of clearing it. How is a horse to 
know we want him to jump over what he finds it 
easier to knock down ? And then, if he does knock it 
down, he is often severely flogged for what he does 
not know is wrong. A bar should be well clothed 
with furze: this teaches a horse it is not to be 
touched with impunity : it should then be confined so 
as in one respect to be like the law of the Medes and 
Persians, .not to be moved ; while in another it should, 
like some laws near home, be left so as to be rolled 
backwards or forwards, just as may suit the will of 
the higher powers. But though it may do this, let a 
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horse get once hung on it, he would as Boon be hung 
as get there again, when he has been taught how to 
avoid it ; for before he can get off again, he will be 
in the situation I well know you are after a suit of 
Chanoery, where, though you gain your cause, you 
are very comfortably skinned brfore you do so. Peo- 
ple will put a bar up perhaps three feet high, and 
say ^^he can jump that if he can jump anything/' 
We know that ; but at first he cannot jump anything 
in height, at least he does not know that he can, never 
having probably tried ; so, as to him, it seems an im- 
passable barrier: he naturally enough does not try; 
but he tries to shove it down ; if it gives way, he is 
spoiled ; if not^ he is flogged because he does not do 
what he does not know how to set about doing. He 
then probably turns sulky, and kicka at you : then he 
gets flogged for that; so he gets twice flogged, as 
boys often do at cheap schools, from the ignorance of 
his tutor. If the horse never saw a bar before, lay 
it an the ground — yes, positively on the ground ; you 
will see he will make a jump ev^i at that : probably 
that would have carried him over two feet. He has 
already learned two things at this one jump ; namely, 
that by jumping he gets over the obstacle, and that 
he can jump two feet high: this even he did not 
know before : raise it siz inches, he will take it next 
time at that height: let him do that two or three 
times, caress him, and send him away : he has done 
enough for his first lesson, and has learned a good 
deal. Put it on the ground again next day : you are 
sure he will not refiise that: then again the six 
inches; then a foot, and so on: he will take three 
feet in a week, and very shortly the height of a gate. 
Another horse may at the end of a fortnight have 
been driven and flogged over as great or a greater 
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height than mine has taken; but if he has, I will 
answer for it he has sometimes jumped it, sometimes 
tumbled over it, and very often refUsed it. He has 
only learned, that by making a kind of effort of some 
sort^ he can sometimes get over his leap, and some- 
times tumble over it : mine has got his lesson per- 
fectly; knows how to set about the thing sdenti* 
fically ; feels and knows, by very moderate exertion, 
he can do the thing to a certainty ; is not afraid of 
it; so never revises it, either from want of confidence 
in his own powers, or firom having been disgusted 
with leaping from its having been made a punish- 
ment to him. People generally make a horse jump 
too often over the si^ne thing : this further disgusts 
him: when he has acquitted himself well, leave off; 
otherwise you tire and put him out of humour. 

I have heard people give as a reason for having 
leaping-bars made to go down, that they do it for the 
safety of the " man." This would be all very well 
if bars were intended for men to ride over ; but they 
are not: they are only intended to teach young 
horses the rudimtents of leaping in hand. K you 
wish to show how a horse will carry aret a fence, 
take him to a proper place, and there ride at hedges, 
ditches, hurdles, or gates, as you please, and leave the 
bar in the school-room. A young horse left to the 
tuition of a groom seldom makes a neat and perfect 
fencer ; they drive horses over their fences ; this causes 
them to rush headlong at them ; by doing which they 
either blunder into them, or do, what is almost as 
bad, take twice as much out of themselves as they 
have any occasion to do. This soon beats them, and 
then they cannot, if they would, jump high or wide 
enough. A horse, in taking his spring, should be 
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taught to do in the field what his master should do 
after dinner — take enough, and not too much: doing 
the reverse will tell on both in time. 

It is all very well to say that some men, like the 
friend I mentioned on my thorough-bred, will drive a 
horse in, through, or over anything; this will do 
and is quite proper with a horse who knows how to 
do his business, but will shirk it if he can ; but it 
will not do with a young one. K you are on an old 
ofiender, who, from sheer roguishness, will swerve or 
balk his fences if he can, keep an ash-plant between 
his ears that you have taught him will visit one or 
other side of his nose, according to the side he swerves 
to ; send him at it so as to persuade him he must go 
in, if he does not go over : if he should choose the 
former, which is very unlikely under such circum- 
stances, afford him no assistance to get out till you 
have given him a good thrashing while in: he got 
into the scrape from laziness or roguishness, and 
deserves all he gets. Strongly as I at all times ad- 
vocate the greatest kindness to horses, I can be as 
severe as anybody with a lazy or badly disposed one, 
and can bring both hands and heels into pretty free 
use ; but I hope I always use some head in considering 
whether a refusal of my wishes proceeds from igno- 
rance or inability, or from other causes : too many 
horses, I fear, suffer when the former is the case. 

While writing these wandering observations, the 
heels have had a sinecure. I have made considerable 
use of the handsj and some, though perhaps very in- 
different, use of the head. I shall, however, now use 
the latter for a purpose to which, perhaps, my reader 
may say I ought to have devoted it long ago — making 
my bow. 
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HINTS ON HORSE-DEALERS AND DEALERS 
IN HORSES. 



Qui capit ille facit. — Old Proverb. 

That readers should attach credence or give atten- 
tion to the observations, opinions, or facts promul- 
gated by any writer, it is necessary, or, to say the 
least, quite desirable, that they should be impressed 
with the opinion that he is quite conversant with the 
subject or subjects on which he writes. That I am 
so, I must earnestly but very respectfully beg the 
public to take my word: that I am equally compe- 
tent to write upon such subjects is quite another 
matter : 1 am perfectly satisfied I am not. StiU this 
will not render what I write one atom of less utility. 
Facts are still facts, however homely may be the 
language in which they are set forth; and if the 
public derives any advantage from those facts being 
set forth, the end will be just as well attained as if 
they were clothed in the most erudite or poetic lan- 
guage that inspiration could suggest. 

Before any one can be capable of guarding others 
against errors and impositions he must first make him- 
self perfectly master of in what those errors consist, 
and how the imposition is practised. To guard others 
against errors, experience in the cases where those 
errors are committed will suffice: but to detect the 
means by which impositions are practised, it becomes 
necessary to get among those who practise them ; to 
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place yourself by some means in situations where you 
can hear their private conversations, get intimately 
acquainted with the tools or means employed, and per- 
fectly learn how those tools are made use of: then, 
and not till then, is any one qualified to give beneficial 
hints and advice to others. How or why I have 
placed myself in situations to have seen so much of 
the subjects of these hints and observations, matters 
nothing to the public : suffice it to say, I have seen 
them much, and now oflfer the results of such obser- 
vations to others, to whom I shall only say, 

" Si quid novbti reetiiu istu 
Candidus imperti, si non his utere mecum.** 

There is no nation in Europe where the horse is 
made an object of so much importance as in England ; 
consequently Englishmen are, taking them in the 
aggregate, the best judges of horses in Europe. Most 
of our noWlity and men of fortune are so, and 
English horses are now become, taking them in all 
the various purposes to which they are applied, un- 
questionably the best in the world. The Arab is 
certainly as particular in the breed of his horse, and 
in the care of him, as we are here ; but his attention 
and care are directed to one particular description of 
horse, and he knows of no other ; it is left for Eng- 
land to produce horses all bred for, and adapted to, 
their various purposes, and each of his own class the 
finest animal in the world. Horses for draught, for 
the road, and for the turf have been bred among 
other nations, and for these purposes animals have 
been produced of a moderate quality. But the Leices- 
tershire hunter has been till within a very few years 
a description of horse confined to the United King- 
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dom: here he has hitherto reigned unattempted to 
be rivalled ; for here, and here only, has fox-hunting 
appeared in the zenith of its glory. Half a century 
ago a foreigner had no conception such a description 
of animal existed* The case is now sdtering very 
fast, and the spirit of racing, hunting, and even 
steeple-racing, is becoming widely diffused among 
some of our foreign neighbours. Four-in-hand, how- 
ever, still remains among them a complete stumbling- 
block; axKl a foreigner is generally about as good a 
judge o£ a weU-appointed mail, with its four blood 
horses, as I should be of a Ceylon elephant with his 
howdah. He likes la parade of four horses to his 
carriage as well as we do ; but here his gratification 
ends : that there shduld be any in driving them does 
not come within his conception. He would consider 
it an ungentlemanlike thing to do, and it would be so 
in his country, where it is not the custom of men of 
fashion to do it. Here, to be a first-rate four-in-hand 
whip is in a limited sense held all but an accomplish- 
ment. This arises in a great measure from the cir- 
cumstance that to become so a man must be or have 
been either a man of fortune or a stage-coachman. 
His not being or having been the latter, leads to the 
inference that he is or has been the former. Hunting 
and the turf are also the pursuits of men of fortune. 
That most senseless and unsportsmanlike amusement, 
steeple racing, is, I am sorry to say, becoming so. 
No men carry out the axiom, " that whatever is 
worth doing at aU is worth doing well," more than 
the English do in all sporting pursuits. The four-in- 
hand rage brought out among gentlemen some of 
the best coachmen in the world. Hunting, particu- 
larly in Leicestershire, has produced among our aris- 
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tocracy many such capital workmen across a country 
as to enable them to equal some of our professional 
artists in a steeple-race. Racing would probably 
produce the same results, but that the light weights 
necessary to this amusement constantly require de- 
privation and exertion to attain that few gentlemen 
are found willing to submit to. 

Now all these pursuits undoubtedly render those 
who participate in them first-rate judges of the quali- 
fications, powers, and merits of the horse for all such 
purposes as gentlemen apply them to ; and the con- 
stant and consequent buying and selling of such 
horses renders them pretty good judges of their re- 
lative value as to price. Long may such men enjoy 
such amusements, and long may they possess fortunes 
to do so! There are without doubt.pursuits of an 
higher order, pursuits that produce more beneficial 
results to mankind in general ; but every man of for- 
tune has an undoubted right to spend that fortune in 
such pursuits as he conceives affords him the most 
gratification; and provided that pursuit be a harm- 
less one, no one has a right to interfere with it. The 
pursuits of the sportsman, while carried on by the 
gentleman, are generally not only harmless, but bene« 
fidal to others. They give emplojmaent to many, 
and occasion a great deal of money to be circulated* 
This alone must benefit others : how far it may the 
sportsman himself is quite another affair: should the 
time ever arrive when from a reverse of fortune 
he is no longer able to enjoy them, there is perhaps 
no living being who can apply his knowledge to so 
little beneficial account to himself as the sportsman, 
or one who can derive so little advantage from the 
money he has spent in his pursuits. There have been 
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some so situated, who, from having been accustomed 
to drive their own four-in-hand, have derived a good 
income from becoming stage- coachmen : the Brighton 
and Bath roads particularly boasted several. I know 
one, and one only, who for some time hunted a pack 
of fox-hounds : but these are a few out of hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, who have found they could not 
make their knowledge of horses or horse pursuits 
available in any beneficial pecuniary point of view. 
It may be supposed that such men, with all their 
experience and knowledge, might, if they made up 
their minds to such a degradation, commence busi- 
ness as horse-dealers, livery-stable keepers, commis- 
sion-stable keepers, or repository keepers : they might 
certainly commence; but before they can promise 
themselves to gp on in any one of these undertakings 
with any chance of success, they must forget or set 
at naught every sentiment they have from infancy 
been taught to cherish, and obliterate from their 
minds all the high- wrought and sensitive feelings of 
the gentleman. No qualified aberration of them will 
do : no, it must be an utter annihilation of them. 

It will be said that this total dereliction of all 
former habits and feelings it is impossible for a gen- 
tleman to effect. I know it is ; and for that reason, 
if he was to commence trade, he would not succeed 
in it. I never yet met with or heard of any gentle- 
man who ever did, and I will venture to predict 
that no one ever will — at all events in any of the 
trades or occupations I have mentioned; and in all 
probability a sportsman is still leiss adapted to trade 
of any other kind. It is not to be supposed that a 
liberal education militates against a man learning any 
business ; quite the reverse ; it would probably assist 
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him in so doing: but to leam that business as a 
tradesman requires years of such humiliation as no 
gentleman would or could submit to. Being a first- 
rate judge of a horse will not enable him to be a 
horse-dealer. A gentleman may know perfectly the 
relative value of horses, and may easily ascertain that 
of any other article of merchandise. So far as buying 
and selling goes, he may even leam where, and in 
some measure how, to buy and sell to the best advan- 
tage : but this no more qualifies him for a tradesman 
than learning the newest fashions would make the 
tradesman a gentleman. I hope I have said enou^ 
on this subject to prevent any gentleman fancying 
that should he ever find it necessary, he can as a 
dernier reswarce^ turn those pursuits he followed as 
an amateur to any account as a trad^man* I have 
heard noany say they were certain they could. I 
only earnestly hope they will never have occasion 
to try. 

I have stated, that no gentleman ever has or 
ever will succeed as a regular horse-dealer. That 
there are, however, many who in a private way to a 
very considerable extent deal in horses is a notorious 
fact, and a fact as much to be regretted as it is impos- 
sible to be denied. It is a subject of still further re- 
gret, that among them are found those who in every 
other transaction are men of imblemished honour 
and integrity. If these gentlemen conceive that they 
carry on this underhand kind of private trade without 
its calling forth very severe aninmdversions from those 
who abstain from it, they very much deceive them- 
selves : and they labour under the influence of a still 
further error if they suppose they can continue its 
practice without losing very considerably in point of 
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character in the estimation of their friends and ac 
quaintance. Placing them in comparison with the 
regular horse-dealer, I have no hesitation in sajdng, 
that so far as this pursuit is concerned, I consider the 
latter the most respectable man. He sells you a horse 
openly as a dealer, as a man who disposes of him 
avowedly for profit. You probably place no reliance 
on his word or confidence in his honour. He does not 
ask you to do so, nor is he offended if you do not. 
You purchase of him in most cases under a written 
warranty, or one given before a witness. If the 
horse does not answer the description given of him, 
the law is open to you for redress ; or if you have 
just cause of complaint, he generally at once takes 
the horse back. Now if you buy of the gentleman 
dealer in horsq|9, you trust to his word and to his. 
honour. If you are deceived, which by-the^by you 
will find by no means an uncommon case, what is 
your resource ? You must either keep your bargain, 
or if you hint that you have been taken in, a quarrel 
ensues, and you are called out for presuming to 
doubt the word or honour of a man who in such cases 
forfeits both perhaps twenty times in the year. Such 
men are, however, as yet rare among gentlemen, and 
I trust will long remain so. From the moment a 
gentleman first harbours the idea of making money 
of horses by buying and selling them, he has taken 
the first step towards degradation, and then facile de- 
seensua Avemi. He probably, indeed most probably, 
at first has no further view than in an honourable 
way availing himself of his superior jud^nent and 
taste. He is unfortunate enough to sell three or four 
horses to advantage. This gives him encouragement, 
and probably for the first time in his life he feels the 
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pleasure of making money ; and he continues to spe- 
culate with success. Hitherto he has done nothing 
wrong: his horses have aU turned out as he repre- 
sented them* He now, however, happens unfortu- 
nately to get a horse not quite what he should be. 
What is he to do with him ? Is he to sell him at a 
loss? A very short time ago he would have done 
so; but now the itch for making money has taken 
too firm a hold of him. He enters into a kind of 
compromise with his conscience, and the horse has 
really perhaps nothing material the matter with him. 
He avails himself of his position in society, and sells 
him, on his word, as a perfectly sound horse. If he 
prove otherwise, he does not allow he had been guilty 
of a deception, but pledges his word of honour that 
he was sound with him and when he sold him. This 
closes the transaction. Having thus escaped with 
impunity, instead of taking it as a salutary warning 
of the danger of such transactions — having once 
been guilty of a dereliction of honour and integrity, 
he goes on till he unblushingly (in dealers' phrase) 
sticks a screw into a friend whenever he can find an 
opportunity. This is about a fair sample of the usual 
career of those who conmience privately dealing in 
horses. It is a pursuit that every gentleman should 
avoid. It is as demoralising in its influence on the 
mind, and eventually as fatal in its effects as to cha- 
racter, as is the pursuit of the professed gambler and 
black-leg. " All fair in horse-dealing " is an idea that 
some persons profess. It is a very erroneous one. It is 
an idea that no sensible or honourable man can seriously 
entertain. There is no more excuse for premeditated 
deception in the sale of a horse than there is in any 
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other transaction. The moment a man can bring 
himself to think there is, he would pick a pocket* 

We will now look a little into the character and 
conduct of the regular horse-dealer. I know of no 
class of men on whom so great and (what is much 
more unfair) so indiscriminate a share of odium is 
thrown as on the horse-dealer. I am free to allow 
that if we could collect together every person em- 
ployed, directly and indirectly, openly and covertly, 
in the sale of horses, we should be able to exhibit to 
the world a very tolerable (or it may perhaps be said 
intolerable) mass of iniquity. We must not, how- 
ever, from this draw the inference that it necessarily 
follows all horse-dealers are dishonest. Take them 
from the highest to the lowest, that perhaps nine out 
of ten are more or less so, I think, is very probably 
the case. But my humble opinion, that tradesmen 
in any other line are pretty much the same, and 
in about the same proportion, is not perhaps abso- 
lutely erroneous. The only difference is this; the 
horse-dealer cheats one man in the day to the tune 
twenty-five pounds; the other cheats in smaller 
sums, a hundred in the same time and to the same 
amount; always especially keeping the fact in our 
minds, that in addition to his hundred customers, 
he would be as ready as the dealer to cheat any one 
man to the amount of the twenty-five pounds if the 
opportunity offered. There is one circumstance that 
ought to be taken into consideration, and pleads very 
much in favour of the fair horse-dealer (supposing 
our purchase from him does not answer our expect- 
ation, or perhaps his representation), that is the 
nature of the article in which he trades. I know 
of no one article of trade in which a man is so often 

VOL. I. o 



194 PROBANDUM EST. 

deceived^ and in which he so often deceives himself, 
as in the horse. Dealers are often, much oftener than 
is supposed, deceived themselves. Respectable dealers 
do take every precaution in their power not to get an 
unsound horse into their stables. They cannot, how- 
ever, with all their precaution, at all times pre- 
vent this. But they will not in such a case risk 
their character by selling such a horse to their cus- 
tomers. A horse may be purchased in the country 
from the breeder apparently sound : he may have hi- 
therto been so ; and yet before he may have been at 
work one week he may be the very reverse. Some 
hidden internal cause that the most practised eye 
could not detect may have long existed, the effects of 
which only become apparent on the animal being put 
to work. Here no blame can possibly attach to the 
dealer: he has bought him with every warranty of 
soundness: has travelled him perhaps a hundred 
miles home : has had him several days in his stable, 
and found him all he expected : he has every right to 
think him a sound horse ; as such he sells him : still 
such a horse may deceive both the dealer and pur- 
chaser when put to the test of work and change of 
treatment. Vicious as well as unsound propensities 
in the horse frequently lay dormant for a very consi- 
derable time : they also may be only called forth on 
change of treatment. A really vicious horse in the 
stable is easily detected and to be avoided ; but 
there are tempers and dispositions in horses, as 
well as in men, of which we never get the slightest 
intimation till some hitherto untried provocation 
calls them forth. This probably never has oc- 
curred in the stable of the dealer. If a horse is 
intended for harness, which is a description of work 
that more than any other calls forth his vicious 
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propensities, if he has any, he is put into a break 
by the side of a practised break-horse, who knows 
nearly as well what to do by the side of either a timid 
or violent companion as the man who drives them 
could tell him* I could in fact bring forward in-* 
stances of good temper, patience, sagacity, and, when 
called for, determination on the part of some of these 
horses, that would not be credited by those unac- 
quainted with this part of the dealer's business. 
Instances have been known of the break-horse being 
provoked to that pitch by a plunging and a kicking 
horse by his side, that he has caught him by the 
neck between his teeth, and shook and held him till he 
became perfectly quiet* 

The young horse is gradually and carefully brought 
on till he is perfectly steady with a steady helpmate : 
he is then matched and driven with another who has 
gone through the same schooling. The pair are 
then driven together till both are become quiet and 
handy. The dealer now considers them — and certainly 
is justified in putting them into the hands of any 
customer — as a pair of horses fit to be put to his 
carriage. Still it might and does sometimes happen 
that one or both of them may become unruly or set to 
kicking the first day they are used. This almost in- 
variably arises, when it does occur, firom injudicious 
or at least from inconsiderate treatment. I am quite 
satisfied that where one young horse does mischief 
from vice, ten do it from alarm ; and there is no telling 
what a frightened horse will attempt or do ; he is a 
thousand times more difficult to control than the 
most vicious one. A coachman may have driven his 
carriage for years in perfect safety in all situations, and 
may be an excellent coachman ; but if he suffers him- 
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self to forget he has hold of a pair of young ones, 
without any other fault on his part, he will be almost 
certain to get into difficulties and danger, if not worse. 
A sudden stroke of the whip to a young horse, who 
has perhaps never before felt it, would set him 
plunging at once. Going more rapidly down hill 
than they have been accustomed to do will often 
alarm young horses. Turning very sharply round a 
comer brings one or the other horse, according to the 
turn right or left, suddenly on the pole, and con- 
fuses him. That most abominable and uncoachman- 
like practice of pulling horses sharp up at a door 
throws them suddenly on their haunches, causes their 
feet to slip about in all directions, and unless their 
mouths are made of cast-iron, severely injures them. 
Old horses will bear all this, because (like the eels) 
they are used to it ; but depend upon it young ones 
will not. It may be said they should be driven by 
the dealer till they are as steady as old horses : so they 
have been, and in point of docility and temper are dis- 
posed to do all that can reasonably be required of them : 
but we cannot give the experience or staid habits of a 
man of forty to a lad of sixteen. Boys, it is commonly 
said, win be boys; so will young horses be young 
horses. Like youth in mankind, they must have time 
to gain experience ; and till they do gain it, they must 
be treated accordingly. Horses at best are but 
brutes; and, as I have before said, no man can tell 
what their tempers may be when roused. But the 
tempers of young horses never should be roused if 
gentle usage will prevent it. They seldom or ever 
are in the hands of the dealer or man of judgment. 
It would be rather an extraordinary proceeding on 
the part of a dealer if he was purposely to frighten or 
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irritate the temper of a youDg horse in order to as* 
certain what under such circumstances he would do. 
There can be no doubt, that of the numerous acci» 
dents we often see and daily hear of, as occurring to 
gigs, phaetons, and other vehicles, three out of four 
arise from want of judgment in the driver. He is not 
aware of what is likely to produce accident; con- 
sequently takes no steps to prevent it» He has pro- 
bably no conception that a strap buckled too tight or 
left too loose will render a horse uneasy in his harness, 
irritate his temper, set him plunging, and finally kick^ 
ing and running away. This horse might have been 
a week since bought of a dealer, might have been 
driven in a double and single harness, have always 
gone perfectly quiet, and always would have done so 
if common judgment had been used. This is all we 
have a right to expect from a high-spirited horse. He 
does not promise us to carry a phaeton or gig down 
a hill on the top of his taU, or to be flayed alive by 
his harness from our carelessness. If any person 
wishes one that would permit this, I recommend th€| 
gentleman a rocking-horse. Now in any case of this 
kind, without making any investigation as to its cause, 
the efiect having occurred, the first person censured 
is the dealer. No arguments on earth will persuade 
the purchaser that it arose from any other cause than 
the dealer having sold him a vicious horse ; and he 
will probably feel further convinced that he well 
knew he was so. In short, whatever failing a horse 
may exhibit after being purchased, whether as to 
soundness, temper, constitution, or anything else, de- 
servedly or not, the dealer is sure to be set down as a 
rogue. If, even feeling he is not called upon to do so, 
he oflers every reparation in his power, or makes it^ 
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he will be no better off: on the contrary, ife will be 
only set down to his disadvantage, as evincing a con- 
sciousness that he was to blame. If he refuses to do 
this, the case is carried into a court of law; and 
whenever any horse case does get there, so universally 
biassed and prejudiced are the feelings of the court 
in favour of the purchaser, and against the dealer, 
that though no jury would willingly be guilty of a 
decision of gross injustice, when the assertions of one 
party are implicitly believed, and those of the other 
totally the reverse, it is easy to judge in whose favour 
the case will end. 

Another stumbling-block in the way of the dealer 
arises from a cause little suspected by his customers. 
This arises from their servants. If the dealer does 
not submit to be pillaged by them, it matters little 
how good may be the horse he sells : he will be made 
to turn out badly by some means or other. 

Let it be understood that I am now speaking of 
servants, as of other classes of men en rrmsae : there 
are many faithful, honest, and attached individuals 
among these ; and that there are not more is quite as 
much the fault of the master as of the man ; for so 
long as masters will say, " I know my fellow is as great 
a rascal as ever lived, but he turns my cab out so well 
I cannot part with him;" so long does he encourage 
this man in being so, and others to follow his ex- 
ample: and so long as a master or mistress will 
keep servants who they know are daily robbing them, 
and nightly associating in public-houses with the 
lowest of the low, probably thieves and pickpockets, 
and retain them in their service merely because they 
are clever in their several capacities, so long will they 
have rascals for their servants ; and such the generality 
of London servants are, or by example shortly become. 
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It is no uncommon thing for a gentleman to desire 
his coachman to look out for a pair of horses for his 
carriage. Should he be peremptorily ordered to go 
to some specified dealer, the thing is easy enough : he 
bargains to get 5L 101. or IbL for himself: the dealer 
must add this to the price he would otherwise be 
enabled to take for his horses, and there is no further 
harm done than the purchaser paying in fact for his 
own servant the additional price put on to satisfy his 
cupidity. Now should the purchaser oflfer to buy the 
horses at a price about as much less as the sum the 
dealer knows he must give to the servant, what is he 
to do ? He has the choice of three alternatives — to pay 
the servant out of his own pocket, lose the sale of his 
horses, or sell them knowing they will be abused, and 
consequently bring him into discredit with his cus- 
tomer. They will be made, in short, a lasting source 
of annoyance to the master, be a theme of constant 
abuse of the coachman £rom the first day, who will take 
care they lose condition, go badly, and have always 
something the matter with one or both whenever 
they are wanted ; and finally the master in his own 
defence will be obliged to sdl them : he loses really a 
good pair of horses and the dealer a good customer. 

Should the nxaster or mistress leave it to their 
coachman to get horses from any person he pleases, 
then the case will be this, or something very like it. 
He will go to different places and different dealers, 
not to find where or of whom he can purchase the 
horses on the best terms, or such as are best suited 
to the purpose of his employer, but to find where and 
of whom he is likely to make the most for himself in 
the shape of bribe. If he sees a pair of really good 
sound horses, and finds he is only to expect a couple 
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of sovereigns ; he rejects them at once and for ever. 
If he then sees a pair by no means intrinsically so 
good, and finds he is to get ten, he considers of 
them, and leaves the deal open till he sees if he 
cannot do better (for himself). Now, if he finds a 
pair of very fine-looking horses in the hands of some 
low dealers, both of which he knows to be screws, 
and he is to get fifteen sovereigns if they are 
purchased, in such a case the master or mistress 
trusting to his judgment, they are purchased. Now, 
here will follow very different treatment to what 
befel the unfortunate horses where the dealer did not 
"come down handsomely." These horses will be 
kept in the finest possible condition: no notice is 
taken of any unsoundness in them; should one go 
half blind in a month, and the other lame, if not 
very visibly so, nothing is said about the matter; 
and while no complaints are made on the part of the 
coachman, probably no inquiries are made on that 
of the master or mistress: the horses look well, do 
their work probably as well as sound horses, and the 
owner continues to be drawn by a blind one and a 
lame one, tiU coachee begins to think — the horses 
having done their work for twelve months — it is 
time to begin thinking of making a little more 
money for himself. Then the half-blind one has 
taken a bad cold ever since that wet night when 
they wait.ed so long at Lady So-and-so's rout, and 
it has fallen into his eyes: and the other suddenly 
falls lame while in the carriage. Coachee pulls up, 
gets down, and looks at him; "supposes it a little 
strain; he did observe him slide a bit turning the 
comer; dares say it will go off." — N. B. It never 
does though; nor does the other recover his sight. 
The few days' rest that was to have 6et all to rights has 
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not done so, but it has given coachee time to get another 
pair ready " cut and dried." The lady cannot longer 
do without her carriage : what is to be done ? " It 
is a great pity ! they were a nice pair of horses ! no 
horses could have gone better till this happened ! " 
The lady agrees that they did so, and believes it ; but 
what is to be done ? She wants the carriage, and can 
no longer do without it. Now, though coachee had 
quite made up his mind that the horses should go 
without the carriage, it is impossible for the lady to 
make the carriage go without the horses ; so it ends 
in his being desired to sell them. This he promises 
to do to the best advantage— to himself he means. 
And here he sees a fine field for speculation open to 
him — in the pair to be sold, and in the pair to be 
bought. The first thing he does is to get a pack of 
low dealers to see these horses : we will say, taking 
them as they are, they are worth 101. as a pair of job 
horses: in short, they are worth as much as when 
they were bought. His next object is to find, among 
this set, who will give him most ; if he can persuade 
his lady to take 40Z., he selects the best customer; 
and to show his own perfect honesty, gets his lady 
to see the purchaser, and hear what he says about the 
horses. He (the purchaser) is made quite aufait as 
to what he is to say, and the kind of observations 
to make. It would not do to speak in lowering terms 
of the horses so far as regards their class and quality. 
If he did, where would be his friend coachee's judg- 
ment in buying them ? No ; he goes upon another 
tack. " They have been as fine a pair of horses as 
he would wish to see : he would rather give 150Z. for 
such a pair sound, than 40/. for them as they are. 
He knows a nobleman who would give hOl. for the 
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buying of such a pair at 150Z." He well knows they 
cost the lady 2001. ; and thus he gives his friend 
coachee a lift : and from what he says, the lady is sa- 
tisfied she did not pay too much for them. It ends 
in his buying them at 40/. ; coachee pockets lOZ., with 
15L in prospectu for buying the next pair; which, to 
show his zeal in his lady's cause, he fortunately finds 
the next day. With them the same game will be 
played hereafter, only taking care there shall be a 
variation in the moves. 

These sort of transactions of course could not be 
carried on where the coachman has a master who 
knows anything about' horses ; nor would any respect- 
able dealer join in them. But in almost every case, 
the servant by hook or by crook will be paid ; nor 
will paying these gentry be always sufficient. Let 
a nobleman's coachman go into a dealer's yard, he 
must be shaken by the hand; and if any conver- 
sation is requisite, it must be over a bottle of wine : 
he will expect to be treated something on the footing 
of a friend by the first-rate dealers. Now, could a 
gentleman submit to this? No: he certainly could 
not: he must, however, if he turns horse-dealer, or 
lose a customer. 

This is only one among the many humiliations that a 
tradesman must submit to, and which no gentleman 
could brook. I may be asked, how or why the 
customer would be lost ? The reply is, because the 
coachman would be oflfended. This leads to the very 
natural quaere of whether T suppose a nobleman is to 
be dictated to by his coachman as to who the dealer 
may be he may choose to patronise ? Certainly not 
^iictated to by words; but the manoeuvres of the 
coachman will in nine cases out of ten bring the 
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thing to bear. A master, if he is a man in high life, 
<;annot be constantly overlooking his stables or 
servants ; and if he finds every horse he buys of a 
particalar dealer turns out badly (though he may 
suspect there is some roguery in the case), he has no 
resource but to go to another, which most men in 
high life would do rather than take the trouble of 
investigation. It is this desire to avoid trouble that 
chiefly leaves people of fashion so completely at the 
mercy of their servants as they are ; and, let them 
flatter themselves as they will, they are much more 
imder their dominion than they suppose. This is 
t)ne great reason why the man of 60,000i. a-year 
pays one price for every article that goes into the 
house or stable, and the man of lOOOZ. a-year an- 
other. Tradesmen who charge exorbitantly can pay 
servants exorbitantly; and they in most cases con- 
trive that a man of fortune shall deal with none 
other. There is one invisible machinery in all very 
laige esteblishments worked by the servants for 
their own peculiar benefit ; in the working of which, 
from the highest to the lowest, they will join ; and till 
.this is put a stop to, people in high life must be con- 
tent to be pillaged. To stop this would require a 
good deal of trouble and resolution. 

One instance where it was done in the establish- 
ment of a nobleman of very high rank came under 
my immediate observation, and this probably never 
would have been done but from the following circum- 
Btance, for the perfect truth of which I can vouch. 
. Lord A. had been in the habit of permitting his body- 
coachman to purchase all the forage required for the 
stables in London of whom he pleased. A relative of a 
particular firiend of his Lordship purchased an estate 
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a few miles from town, to which was attached a hay- 
farm. My Lord was requested to allow this gentle- 
man to supply what hay was wanted for his stables, 
which request was immediately granted. The coach- 
man offered no opposition ostensibly to this arrange* 
ment, and the hay that was sent in was as good as 
hay could be : but somehow the horses did not eat it, 
and consequently lost condition. This became appa- 
rent to Lord A. , and the coachman was ordered up 
to account for it. He at once allowed the horses 
did not look as they did, and accounted for it by 
roundly asserting that they would not touch the hay 
lately sent in : they had always done well on the hay 
they had before; but this hay eat they would not. 
Notwithstanding this very satisfactory explanation, 
some suspicion arose in his Lordship's mind that 
there was something not quite right at the bottom of 
this. The coachman was told he might go, and some 
alteration should be made. Now Coachee thought 
any alteration would be better than that hay should 
be sent without his being well paid for it. He confi- 
dently felt he had played his part in the farce so well 
that the denouement must be the discomfiture of his 
enemy, and his own triumph. A flourish of trumpets 
— exit coachman. Unfortunately for him, however, 
the next scene was of a very different cast. The 
gentleman, who was the promoter of the hay, being 
sent, called, when a little consultation took place on 
the subject. The gentleman went immediately to 
the stables, and there, sure enough, saw the racks full 
of hay, but not a single horse eating. The coachman 
pulled out a piece, and certainly the odour was any* 
thing but such as to tempt a horse accustomed to 
good hay. So far all was well, and the coachman 
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concluded the business settled; but the gentleman 
took the liberty of ascending to the loft, and there 
found the unprepared hay as fragrant as hay could 
be. The thing was now plain enough, and he took a 
lock of the prepared and unprepared hay to Lord A* 
The coachman was ordered up, whose manner on his 
re-appearance was of course ludicrous enough when 
compared with his late triumphal exit. However, his 
Lordship neither condescended to notice this, nor 
make any angry remonstrance, but merely addressed 
him as follows : " Moreton, I am going to tell you a 
story. It is very generally known, but probably not 
to you." He then related the well-known anecdote 
of the King of Prussia, who, being constantly annoyed 
by his men letting their caps fall off at reviews, gave it 
in general orders that he would flog the first man who 
did this. It appeared arbitrary enough, but the caps 
did not again fall off» Having related this, he asked 
the coachman if he did not think this was very hard on 
the men ? The coachman " did consider it very hard 
indeed." — " Very well," said his Lordship : " now I 
am going to be more hard on you stiU : you say you 
have got bad hay.- ' I know that no horses can look 
well on bad hay. But notwithstanding all this, if my 
horses do not eat this hay, and recover their condi- 
tion in one fortnight from this day, at the end of that 
fortnight by G — I will turn you away. Now you 
May go." He did not want a second intimation ; but 
finding his case hopeless, the horses did miraculously 
recover their condition, and he kept his situation. 
Lord A. made no further remarks on this afiair, but it 
completely opened his eyes, and was the means of his 
making a minute investigation, and a thorough and 
lasting reformation in the whole establishment. 
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Returning to horses, it will be asked in what way 
can a man of fortune supply himself with horses with 
any chance of justice and comfort to himself, sup- 
posing him not to be a good judge of them? I 
know, generally speaking, but of three ways in which 
he can do so, and I believe he will find in the long run 
the first I shall mention will turn out the cheapest 
and best. Let him go to some of the first-rate 
dealers, tell them the description of horse he wants, 
the purpose for which he is required, and his parti- 
cular taste in and ideas of a horse for that purpose ; 
let him trust to them as to soundness, qualification, 
and price. It is their interest and wish to give him 
satisfaction if they can. If the horse pleases his 
eye, let him buy him; they will pay his servant 
liberally, but no more than is proper. He in return 
will do them, the buyer and the horse, justice. The 
buyer will pay a strong price I grant, but he will get 
what he wants without risk or trouble. To a man of 
fortune this is no small consideration, and is worth his 
paying for to a reasonable amount. This is the first 
and I believe the best mode by which he can attain 
his wishes as to horses. 

His next plan is to get some friend who is known 
to be really a good judge of horses to purchase one 
for him. This friend will probably not mind a little 
trouble, and will find what is wanted at a less price, 
and as well adapted to the purpose as the horse pur- 
chased on the first plan. But here again the servant 
of the person for whom the horse is being bought 
will interfere, and unless he gets as much as he thinks 
himself entitled to, all judgment and trouble will 
have been thrown away. If the horse or horses have 
been bought of a private gentleman at a very rea- 
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sonable price, he cannot afford to come up to the fee 
given by the dealer ; and, being probably quite un- 
aware of' what the servant does consider he is en- 
titled to, he gives him a sovereign. This horse will to 
a dead certainty be made to turn out badly : " Master 
must not be allowed to get into this way of buying 
horses!" The only way therefore of giving this 
horse a chance of success, is for the friend to take 
care that between the seller and the master the man 
is satisfied. It will be said, it is hard that a master 
should pay his own servant because he chooses to 
purchase a horse of a particular person. It is hard ; 
but with the generality of servants it must be done : 
he must be satisfied somehow, or by somebody, or he 
will be sure to beat you, imless you have resolution 
to adopt Lord A.'s Prussian system. Then this 
plan will do well enough, and the horse will do well 
enough. 

The next mode is breeding. This is in all case& 
the most uncertain, and in the generality the most 
expensive of all. I will take it as it will probably 
be done by a private gentleman, and give a rough 
sketch of its probable expense on the most moderate 
scale ; we shall then judge a little at what we may 
expect to get a good five-year-old colt ready for use. 
We will suppose a good sort of mare selected for this 
purpose, if a superior sort of colt is looked for — and 
none other has a chance of paying expenses. The 
mare must be put to a good sort of horse ; this we 
will say will cost 5^. 5^. : the mare has then to 
be kept eleven months, and well kept ; this cannot 
be done under 18/. The colt, after being weaned, 
must be kept on grass, oats, and hay till he is five 
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years old, before he can be called fit for work : this 
canuot be done, taking one year with another, includ- 
ing keep, shoeing, attendance, and breaking, under 
25?. each year. Here we come to 123?. Now, if 
the colts were all to turn out well, and grow into 
fine horses, we should by these means get horses at 
about the same price we could buy the same stamp 
of horse of any respectable dealer. But in lieu of 
their all turning out worth their cost, 123?., we 
must calculate, that, taking several together, one 
dies, some get accidents, some grow up plain in ap« 
pearance, and some want action. All these casualties 
and diminutions of value must be added to the value 
of what those who do turn out well ought to bring 
to make the remainder pay their expenses, which to 
the private gentleman they never do or will. We will 
suppose he breeds three colts : then these three, at 
123/. each, have cost him 369?. Now, he will be a 
very fortunate breeder if he can calculate on a num- 
ber as we will on the three, by supposing they grow 
up to be worth, at five years old, the following prices : 
123?., 100?., and 70?., making 293?. the three. De- 
duct this from their expenses in rearing, we shall 
find he is miniL8 a little more than 25?. per horse by 
the speculation. 

From the representation I have made of the result 
of a gentleman breeding, two questions may naturally 
be asked — 1st, why do so many breed ? and, 2dly, 
how do some men make it pay ? I will endeavour to 
reply to both these questions. Many begin breeding 
from knowing nothing of its expense, and really 
thinking they are certain to get a very fine horse for 
very little money. I wish they may : but they will 
not. A very great number are tempted to breed 
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from having a favourite mare that they have used as 
long as she was fit for work, or has perhaps met with 
an accident that makes her no longer pleasant to use. 
They do not like to sell her to be subject to ill usage 
— which she certainly would be if sold to that de- 
scription of person who buys worn-out horses. This 
induces them to breed from her, and is certainly the 
most humane and best reason a gentleman can give for 
doing so. If he studied economy, he would shoot her. 
Another person has also a favourite — we will say she 
is a remarkably good animal, very fast, and a very 
fine goer. Because she is so, he determines to lay 
her by in her prime, and breed from her, making 
certain, that, because she is all I have mentioned, her 
progeny will be so likewise. No idea is more erro- 
neous. It sometimes turns out so, but it no more 
follows as a matter of course, or a thing to be in any 
way depended on, than that the son or daughter of 
an opera-dancer should inherit the grace or elasticity 
of the parent. This is well known in the breeding 
of race-horses. Many mares, which were themselves 
excellent runners, never produced one; and others, 
which never could run themselves, have produced 
superior race-horses. Some men breed for amuse- 
ment. Fortunately for others, many men of large 
fortune do this, and take the greatest interest in the 
pursuit. Such men do a great deal of good, and de- 
serve the thanks of the community. It is a pursuit 
worthy a man of fortune, as tending to keep up a 
breed of superior horses in the country; but such 
men do not do it, or expect to do it, with profit to 
themselves. 

Respecting the second question, as to what persons 
VOL. I. p 
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do make money by breeding, it is briefly answered in 
very few words. They are men who make a trade of it, 
and I will endeavour to give some little idea how they 
do make it pay. They are usually persons holding large 
tracts of land at a low rent. Instead of paying five 
guineas for putting their mares to the horse, they 
keep a sire or two of their own. These horses, be- 
sides serving their own mares, are let out, and are a 
source of considerable profit. The persons they 
employ in the care of their mares and colts are en- 
gaged at half the cost of those employed by the 
gentleman breeder; and, what is of still more im- 
portance, in every way, the master is constantly 
in attendance on them himself. No waste is per- 
mitted here; no accidents fi'om the carelessness or 
inattention of servants : everything is well done, but 
done with the strictest economy. At three years old, 
his colts begin to earn their living by tilling or work- 
ing in some way on the ground that produces not 
only provender for themselves, but also for sale. 
They never do a hard day's work, or sufiicient work 
to fatigue them; but doing what is only moderate 
and healthful exercise, they earn what they eat. Even 
the mares, for a certain period in each year, do light 
work, which helps to keep them. By such manage- 
ment, economy, and saving of expense, the same colt 
that at five years old would have cost the private 
gentleman breeder 123/., does not cost the trader 
more than half. Thus it is clear gentlemen will save 
nothing by breeding, instead of, as I have advised, 
going to the dealer. 

Frequent complaints are made of the enormous 
prices our first-rate dealers demand for their horses. 
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Granted: nor can they do themselves justice unless 
they do so. They give enormous prices for them, 
much more than people give them credit for; and 
they are at enormous expenses in order to get them* 
The travelling expenses of their men and themselves 
in searching for horses would exceed the credibility 
of persons unacquainted with the fact ; and without 
these expenses they could never supply themselves 
with such horses as are fit for their purpose in suffi- 
cient numbers. Four years ago I saw t«n horses 
Elmore had bought at a fair, which, where I saw 
them, 120 miles from home, had then cost him 1000^. 
He had bought perhaps twenty or thirty others, some 
at higher, some at lower prices. All these had of 
course to be travelled home at considerable expense 
and risk. In travelling these young fresh horses, 
some of them are almost certain to be taken sick, 
and have to be left on the journey with a man to 
attend them. Here is additional expense. Some^ 
times a valuable horse gets kicked, or blemished, or 
otherwise severely injured. Every possible precau- 
tion is used to prevent accidents ; still they do fre- 
quently occur. When half a dozen of these young 
horses are tied together to start in the morning fresh 
out of the stable, they play all sorts of tricks, kicking, 
rearing, plunging, throwing each other down : I have 
often see three or four of them, worth 100 guineas 
a-piece, all down together. The surprise is, not that 
accidents should occur, but that they do not occur 
much oftener than they do. Supposing the horses 
arrived at the dealer's stables : the riding-horses have 
to be rode ; if they are not quite steady, they must 
be ridden till they are: the harness horses have to 
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be matched, and driven till they are steady and 
handy: and the single horses to be driven tiU they 
are also steady, and drive pleasantly and light in 
hand. All this takes time and expense, which must 
of course be added to the cost price, travelling 
expenses, accidents, &c. How then, in the name of 
common sense, can one of these horses be sold under 
a very high price ? 

There is, besides the expenditure and casualties I 
have mentioned, another very important item to be 
added to the dealer's expenses, and that is, bad debts. 
It may be said, that, aware of his being subject to 
this, he takes it into consideration in the price he 
puts on his horses. Doubtless he does so ; nor do I 
consider him or any other tradesman an object of com- 
miseration when this occurs, provided he only comes in 
for his proportionate share: but it must be remem- 
bered, that when the horse-dealer meets with customers 
who do not pay him, it is generally for rather heavy 
sums. Added to this is the very long credit he is 
obliged often to give. And so far as regards credit, 
the horse-dealer loses an advantage other trades- 
men enjoy. I believe, in the usual way, the gene- 
rality of tradesmen in buying their stock get three 
months' credit, and then give their acceptance at two 
months : not so with the horse-dealer. If he goes to 
a fair and purchases, he must pay ready money, 
and always does so. He is of course quite aware 
of all these expenses, and the disadvantages that 
he labours under, but his customers are not; and 
from this difference arises the general, but really 
erroneous, supposition as to the enormous profits 
of his trade. Profit of course he makes; no one 
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would wish he should not: but when every thing 
is taken into consideration, he really makes no more 
than a fair profit. 

We will now suppose that some private individual 
determines (that is, so far as he is personally con- 
cerned,) the dealer shall make no profit at all, and 
makes up his mind to go to a fair and purchase horses 
for his own purpose, concluding that he wiU be able to 
purchase the same class of horse as the dealer, at the 
same price. Thinking that if he can purchase horses 
for — say lOOf. — that he is aware he should be asked 
\20l. for in London, it would be a considerable sum 
saved. So it would, if he could do it. But before 
he can do so, he must first get the judgment of the 
dealer, which he has not; and he must then know 
where to look for the horse he wants : this, being un- 
accustomed to fairs, he will not know, — for valuable 
horses are not hawked about the streets in such 
places. Here are two great obstacles in the way of 
his purchasing judiciously ; but the great probability 
is, he would not be able to purchase at aU. The 
regular dealers would not let him interfere with their 
trade : they would combine together to keep him out 
of the market, and would throw a thousand obstacles 
in his way, through themselves and their agents. If 
he did succeed in finding such horses as he wished to 
buy, they would join, outbid him in price, and divide 
the loss among themselves, rather than allow him to 
get them. They are very glad to see a country gen- 
tleman or breeder there, who comes with three or 
four young horses for sale, nor would they attempt 
to thwart him if he wanted to purchase a horse for 
his own use : but they certainly would consider any 
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nobleman or man of fortune, who attempted the sup- 
pljring himself with horses from the same source as 
themselves, as an intruder, and would as certainly pre- 
vent his doing so, at least to any advantage to him- 
self. Nor, if it is taken in a right point of view, can 
they well be blamed. Their trade is their bread, and 
if they permitted their customers to supply themselves 
without having recourse to the dealer, in the course 
of time the trade of the dealer would cease, or, to say 
the least, diminish greatly: consequently, without 
any ill feeling towards the individual, they know it a 
matter of the first importance to keep him out of 
their market. This same feeling influences every 
class of men in trade, no matter what that trade or 
business may be. 

We will, however, even suppose that the private 
gentleman does find out the kind of horse he wishes 
to get, buys him, and gets him at the same price a 
dealer would have given for him : his business is only 
half done then, for he is by no means certain he will 
suit him. He has got him at a fair price (I do not 
mean a play upon the word), but if he should not suit 
him, he will turn out dear in the end, as he will have 
to sell him, and the odds are 20 to 1 but that he loses 
by him in price, independently of the trouble and ex- 
pense he was at to get him, though the dealer, by the 
same horse, bought at the same price, would have 
made money. Why is this ? The reason is obvious : the 
gentleman bought him for his own particular use : he 
finds he does not suit him, nor does he know any person 
that he will. Now, had the dealer bought him, he 
knows of many persons that he will suit. This at once 
accounts for the one losing, while the other gains. It 
will be asked, perhaps, why the horse should be supposed 
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as not likely to suit ? I merely consider it probable, 
from the purchaser not having had the opportunity 
of getting sufficient trial to ascertain whether or not 
he was likely to do so; for it is not to be supposed 
that with a horse made up for sale, and brought to a 
fair, a buyer will be allowed to ride or drive five 
or six miles on trial, which he would be if he went 
to any respectable dealer to whom he was known ; 
and, without something like this trial, few men could 
judge how far a horse would be likely to suit them. 
Horses are to a very great degree objects of taste an^ 
caprice : people have their own peculiar predilections 
and fancies respecting them, which they have a right 
to enjoy, and if possible gratify .^ If a man wants a 
set of dining-tables, he has only to fix on a set whose 
dimensions are suited to his purpose, and whose 
fashion pleases his eye : they cannot well disappoint 
him when he uses them. A horse may also be the 
size he wants, appear to go as he wishes, and quite 
please him as to appearance ; but though the dinner- 
table is the same thing in the upholsterer's shop or 
out of it, many have found to their cost the horse in 
the fair and out of it is offcen quite a different one. 
He may go very handsomely when properly shown, 
and elated in the noise and bustle of a fair; he 
may also ride very pleasantly under such circum- 
stances, but will probably be found a very different 
animal when either shown or ridden without such 
excitement. The dealer is quite aware of this, and 
he can have no further trial than the gentleman ; but 
his object is quite different : the dealer buys to sell^ the 
gentleman to use. The horse is shown to both under 
similar circumstances : the dealer sees that with proper 
means used he is to be made to look well, show well, 
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and go well; that is enough for him: for he will 
take care that the same means are used when he offers 
him for sale. In some elucidation of this, we will see 
how differently the gentleman and the dealer act. 
Supposing each going to see a horse with the view of 
purchasing him: the first thing the gentleman re- 
quests is, that he may not be gingered, that no whip 
may be used, that he may be allowed to stand as he 
likes, and then go as he likes (this is supposing the 
gentleman knows what he is about) : he is quite right, 
for this is the way he will be treated while in his 
possession, and this is the way in which he wiU be 
allowed to go. If he goes handsomely, cheerfully, 
find well when thus left to himself, he is in all pro- 
bability naturally a good goer, a free and light-hearted 
horse. Now, let the dealer go to look at a horse in a 
gentleman's stable, he will most likely be shown by 
the groom in the same quiet way I have described : 
to this the dealer has no objection, but he will see a 
little more of him before he buys him : he then makes 
a positive agreement as to the price he is to have him 
for, if he buys him : this done, he tells his own man, 
who generally accompanies him on such occasions, to 
take hold of his head, gives him a " corn," in other 
words a bit of ginger, puts him against a wall, gives 
him a few strokes of the whip to waken him a bit, 
tells his man to " run on," rattles his whip-handle in 
the crown of his hat, and then sees how the horse 
will look when he shows him. The dealer is as right 
as the gentleman. They each wish to see the horse 
in the way in which he is to answer their different 
purposes, and the purpose for which each buys him. 
The difference, however, between his answering the 
purpose of the two buyers is very great. If he does 
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not meet the gentleman's views and wishes, he is 
quite in his way ; in fact, useless to him. It cannot 
turn out so with the dealer: he has got a young, 
sound, blooming, selling-looking horse, which is enough 
for him, be his imperfections in other particulars what 
they may (at least to a certain extent) ; if he does not 
suit one customer he will another, and thus he is sure 
to sell him to some one : whereas the gentleman, in 
getting what does not suit him, may think himself 
well off if he gets rid of him at 16/. or 20/. loss. We 
will say he is fortunate enough to buy only two before 
he gets a third that does suit, and loses the lowest 
sum, 15/., by each. ' He had originally given 100/-, 
and loses 30/. by the two, besides expenses. How 
much richer is he than if he had gone to the dealer 
and given him 130/. for one that he (the dealer) had 
bought for 100/. ? It strikes me, not much, except in 
one respect, and that is in experience — which, by 
the by, if he afterwards makes use of it, is really 
cheap at the 30/. 

I have merely supposed the private gentleman goes 
twice to a fair, and gets two horses that do not suit 
him on trial, and have concluded that on his third 
attempt he has succeeded. To show that I am very 
much below the mark in the odds I have given against 
him, we will suppose that he had gone to a dealer's 
yard and was shown forty or fifty horses: out of 
these he sees nine or ten that, in point of size, price, 
and figure, appear to be likely to answer his purpose. 
Now, if he would at first tell the dealer the particular 
qualification he requires in the horse he wishes to 
buy, he would save himself, the dealer, and his ser- 
vants, a great deal of trouble. He would in that 
case be put on two or three out of the ten that hap- 
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pened to possess these particular qualifications; he 
would be allowed a fair and reasonable trial, and 
would no doubt get what he wanted. This will 
show that the dealer knew there were but two or 
three out of the ten that were likely to meet his par- 
ticular wishes ; and also shows that among ten horses, 
all looking like what he wants, it is just seven to 
three against his getting one that is even likely to suit 
him. He rides the three, and finds one, and one only, 
of the three that he approves. As it therefore ap- 
pears that out of ten horses, each of which looked 
like what he wanted, he finds but one that is so, it 
must be as clear as any demonstration Euclid could 
make, that had he seen these ten horses in a fair, it is 
just nine to one against his having fixed on the one 
for his purpose. Now, when I speak of this horse 
being fit for his purpose, I beg it may be understood 
that I only mean that he finds him so as far as re- 
gards pleasantness to ride or drive. As to his turning 
out good, or good for nothing, when put to work, that 
is quite another afiair : he must take his chance for 
that, as every man must who buys a young sound 
untried horse. In exemplification of this I recall to 
mind an anecdote of Wimbush. I took a friend to 
him to buy a pair of carriage-horses : he fixed on a 
pair, saw them driven, and quite approved of them ; 
so did I. He then said, " Now, Mr. Wimbush, I buy 
these horses from the recommendation of my friend, 
and I rely on you that they are a pair of good horses." 
— " Pray don't. Sir," says Wimbush ; " I know no- 
thing about that. If you want a pair that I can 
answer for as good ones, I will take a pair off a job 
that I can answer for ; but these young devils I have 
only bought in a fair. I have warranted them quiet 
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in harness and sound, and they shall be so to you : 
but as to their goodness, you must take your chance 
of that." — My friend bought the young devils, as 
Wimbush called them, and they turned out well: 
but supposing they had proved diametrically the re- 
verse, it would have been no fault of his : he could 
not tell what effect different work and different treat- 
ment might produce : all he could be expected to do, 
in truth all he could do, was to put such horses in his 
customer's hands, that, as far as he had seen or knew 
of them, were likely to answer the purpose for which 
they were designed. He has then done all in his 
power ; his customer has got what he no doubt con- 
siders the great desideratum to get, young sound 
horses, and must keep them for better for worse, as 
the thing may turn out : they may be very desirable 
attainments : I can only say I never bought such in a 
general way for my own use, nor ever wiD, nor would 
the dealer for his: he knows better; he buys such 
for sale, because he knows the generality of his cus- 
tomers will buy none other of him, and of course his 
interest is to meet their wishes and opinions : his own 
upon this subject he wisely keeps to himself: he knows, 
and I know, that a young horse from his stable cannot 
be fit to do one day's moderate work under at least 
six weeks from the time of his being purchased. Few 
persons are aware of this ; and even those who are 
so are often impatient to get their new purchase to 
work, and trust to their luck that he does not get 
amiss in consequence. Hence the great nimiber who 
get all sorts of diseases soon after being put to work. 
On this subject, however, more anon. 

Very few persons are at all aware of the treat* 
ment a young valuable horse has imdergone before 



220 EXOTICS. 

he gets into the dealer's hands. In the first place, 
such a horse has never done one day's even mo- 
derate work since the hour he was foaled. The 
breeder would not risk his doing it. It matters not 
to him be he good or good for nothing ; he merely 
wants him to look well by the time he means to ofier 
him for sale ; and provided his constitution and 
stamina are good enough to enable him to be brought 
to this, it is all he requires or cares about. He has 
tried him sufficiently to ascertain that he rides 
pleasantly at the end of jive miles ; he is in no way 
interested in what he might do at the end of twenty^ 
nor will he risk his knocking his legs about or cutting 
his ankles by trjdng. Why should he ? When he 
sells him, he does not guarantee to seU you a good 
horse : he gives a warranty that he is a certain age, 
that he is sound and free from vice ; and provided he 
proves to be so, he has conscientiously fulfilled his 
compact with the purchaser. 

Now for some months before any of the great fairs, 
the horses the breeder intends sending there are 
being prepared for the purpose ; that is, by taking no 
more exercise than is absolutely necessary to keep 
them in health, and are literally put up to fatten, 
like any other beast for market, placed in an even 
and warm temperature in the stable, to keep their 
coats fine ; and by the time they are wanted for sale 
are made in every way ripe for the purpose. They 
come out fat, blooming, beautiful in their skins, and 
of course in the highest spirits, but as unfit for and 
incapable of a day's work as the pampered child of a 
lady of fashion, and as sensible of even the slightest 
variation of the atmosphere as any exotic from the 
hot-house. In this state they are sold to the dealer. 
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who is forced to nurse them like children, to get 
them home in safety, in which, however, and par- 
ticularly in bad weather, he does not always succeed. 
Supposing they do arrive safely at his stables, as he 
is quite aware how they have been treated, he is 
forced (for a time at least) to keep them in the same 
forced and artificial state. He knows well enough 
that by so doing he is laying the foundation for all 
sorts of diseases ; but what is he to do ? He dares 
not change the system, except by slow degrees ; and 
this in a great measure he does, if he keeps any of 
them long enough ; but probably some of them are 
sold in two or three days after their arrival. Now 
let me ask, what on earth is an animal in this state 
fit for beyond being shown in a dealer's yard ? Why 
literally nothing, till, figuratively speaking, he has 
been taken to pieces and put together again. 

Of all the internal diseases of which the horse is 
liable, and more particularly fat horses, inflammation 
of the lungs is by far the most prevalent, the most 
sudden in its commencement, the most rapid in its 
progress, and the most fatal in its effects. It is to 
this disease that horses in the state and condition I 
have mentioned are, more than any other, particularly 
liable. Once attacked by it, unless immediately and 
judiciously attended to, two or three days bring on 
the crisis, which under such circumstances mostly 
ends in death : yet do and probably will most persons 
persevere in putting such horses to work without 
preparation for it. By so doing, they are unjust 
to themselves, the animal, and the dealer from whom 
he has been purchased, who in most cases, however, 
comes in for all the blame, whereas it rests solely 
with the impatience, ignorance (in this particular), or 
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obstinacy of the purchaser^ No horse in the artificial 
state I have described should be put to even moderate 
work under about the six weeks I have mentioned 
before. During this time he should get at least two, 
generally three, doses of physic, and proper exercise, 
which, after the first three weeks, should be daily but 
gradually increased. He should also by the same 
gradual means be got to bear a stable of proper tem- 
perature, and get accustomed to change of weather. 
His drink and his food should also be changed, and 
in lieu of the constant hot mashes, hot gruel, hot 
potatoes, and God knows what other trash he was 
fattened on, good oats and an occasional cooling mash 
should be substituted. By the end of the six weeks 
a large portion of the gross and unhealthy fat with 
which he was loaded will have been got off, and he 
may be put to moderate work with safety. I say 
moderate work, for let not the purchaser imagine his 
horse is yet in condition for severe exertion : all that 
has as yet been done for him has only been undoing 
what never ought to have been done; consequently 
he is now only in that state when the proper means 
of bringing him into condition can with safety be re- 
sorted to; this, good and proper food, good stable 
management, and regular work will effect without 
further diflOlculty or danger. There may be perhaps 
many persons who may think the precautions I have 
pointed out as unnecessary, and the danger I have 
represented as exaggerated: if there be such, and 
doubtless there are many, let them ask any respect- 
able dealer, or any other really good judge of horses, 
whether they are so. If they say that they are, I wiU 
bow with submission : if not, and the advice I have 
given is acted upon, I shall feel my time, so far from 
having been thrown away, has been usefully employed. 
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I stated, a few pages back, that probably the dealer 
might ask something like ISO/, for the horse he had 
bought at 100/. Now I by, no means intend to infer 
that this is about the average advance he would ask 
on his purchase: this must all depend on the parti- 
cular merits of each horse. What may be his average 
profits on all his horses, nothing but his books can tell. 
On some his profit will be enormous, and on some a 
very moderate one ; some will only save their price 
and expenses; by some he will lose considerably, 
while occasionally from deaths or accidents, he must 
lose both cost'price and expenses in toto. This very 
great fluctuation may appear singular to a person not 
conversant with this particular trade: it is, never- 
theless, a true statement of the fact. 

It never struck me till this moment that I possessed 
intuitive genius or talents of the higher order : I am, 
however, now quite convinced that such is the case, 
inasmuch as I found out, in some part of these hints, 
that a horse is not a mahogany dining-table : till he 
is, the profits on his purchase can never be reduced 
to anything like a certainty. This arises in a great 
measure from the very little time first-rate dealers can 
bestow in the examination of each horse they buy. 
A dealer of inferior grade, who intends purchasing 
half a dozen horses, can afford to lose two or three 
days in the purchase of them ; and if he saves 20/. by 
so doing, it answers his purpose, and he is well paid 
for his time, trouble, and the numberless underhand 
tricks he has made use of to get them at his own 
price — of which I purpose giving some idea when I 
speak of this class of dealer. Not sp with the large 
dealer : he purchases perhaps fiffcy high*priced horses 
in two days : he cannot afford, on an average, ten mi- 
nutes to the examination of each horse : his practised 
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eye and constant habit enable him to purchase half a 
hundred horses, so as, taking them together, they pay 
him ; but he could not stand higgling for a few pounds 
in the price of each horse, or even give himself time 
to investigate every minor circumstance relative to 
each: he buys on a broad scale, and, taking them 
together as a lot, buys them well; of course some 
turn out better, some a little worse, than he at 
first sight thought them to be. Still this ofi^-hand 
mode of buying pays him ; for if he devoted a couple 
of hours to the getting any one particular horse five 
pounds cheaper, by this delay he would only gain 
the five pounds in him, and lose fifty by missing five 
other horses that he would have purchased in these 
two hours. I know of no man who generally gives 
so little trouble in buying a horse, or as a stranger is 
so desirable a man to ofier a horse to, as one of this 
class of dealers : he sees your horse out ; if he does 
not like him, he makes up his mind at once — he 
would not buy him at any price, but generally ci- 
villy tells you he is a very clever horse, though too 
big or too little for his purpose ; in fact, makes some 
excuse for not purchasing him, so as not to offend 
you. If, on the contrary, he thinks him adapted 
to his purpose, he inquires the price ; and if he finds 
it far exceeds his ideas of his value, he states at once 
that it is far beyond what he can afford to give, thanks 
you for the sight of him, wishes you a better customer, 
and thinks no more about him. On the other hand, 
if he. finds you ask something like his estimation of his 
value, he tells you what, as a dealer, he can afford 
to give; and if you do not take it, there is no harm 
done. He seldom alters much in his offer : if you agree 
to take it, he gets you to sign a receipt and warranty. 
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hand^ you your money at once, and the transaction 
is ended. 

It not unfrequently happens that a particular horse 
or two are brought into the fair for which an as- 
tounding price is demanded. This does not frighten 
a dealer of high repute : if he really sees him to be 
what he would call " quite a nice one," price does not 
deter him : he makes up his mind to have him, and 
have him he will ; twenty or thirty pounds more or 
less makes no difference in his determination, for 
with a horse of this sort, it is not whether he expects 
to get twenty or thirty pounds profit, but that he 
^itends to make eighty or a hundred by him* He, 
therefore, often buys him at a price that naakes 
bystanders stare (if there happen to be any); he 
is quite right: he knows of purchasers ready for 
such a horse at any price he may choose to ask 
for him the day he gets him home, for when horses 
get beyond a certain price, their value is nominal — 
it is in fact what certain men will give rather than 
go without them. He knows this, and it is his in* 
terest not to let such a horse escape him: he will 
probably pay better than half a dozen of his other 
purchases. 

It is the usual practice of dealers, when they have 
bought, say a dozen horses, to send them off to some 
town ten or fifteen miles from the fair. This is done 
for several reasons : it gets. them thus far on their way 
home the day they are bought, they rest better out 
of the noise of a fair, and it saves considerable ex- 
pense in stable room ; for it is a frequent trick with 
innkeepers to charge enormously for stalls during 
any of the great fairs. These horses stand in the 
town to which they have been sent till those that 
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have been Bubsequently purchased arrive, and till the 
dealer himself arrives also. Here he has them all 
paraded before him, or, in more dealer-like phrase, he 
has a private show — to iBee^ on a second in8pe<rtion, 
how they look, how they go, whether they appear sound, 
and in a fit state to go on. And here, if the Readei^ 
were in his confidence, he would heat something like 
the following remarks, made on the ditfefent horses 
Sis they are led out. We will suppose the dealer has 
a friend or brother-dealer with him, overlooking the 
lot : — " That^s a useful sort of nag, and not much 
too dear. Run on. Jack ; that horse goes well ; that'll 
do : go in." . k . . . . Something like this is perhaps said 
of four or five: "Come on, Jack; now I like this 
horse a deal better than I did when I saw him yes- 
terday. I was very near losing him* I am glad 
now I did not; he is a better nag than I thought 

he was : he'll do ; go in." " Now here is a horse 

wants but little to be quite a nice one: I booked 
him the minute I saw him ; run on} he can go ; he 
cost a hundred, and cheap at the money : come on.** 
...... The next alters the tone a little : " Why, Jack^ 

that ain't the grey I got of the Parson ? " -^ « Yes, it 
is, Sir." — "Why, I thought him a bigger horse; 
but then he makes a deal of himself when going, and 
that deceived me: the Parson got the best of me: 
he ain't a bit too cheap, and not a very bad one 
neither ; there, go in " •....." Now here comes one 

of the best nags I have bought for some time : I look 
on him as the best horse in the fair for leather. I 
gave a good deal of money for him, a hundred and 
fifty ; but he is sold at three hundred. -^(N. B., being 
sold in this case does not mean that he actually ia 
so, but that he will be sold to some particular cus^ 
tomer so soon as he gets home.) — I offered a hun- 
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dred for him last year; he was only a baby then; 
I like him better now at the odd fifty; there, go 

in." " Come on : why that horse is lan^e. I said 

yesterday I was sure he did not go level, but the Gen** 
tleman said he never was lame in his life : I dare say 
he thought so : he must go back ; let him be put in a 
loose box, and I will write about him." . ..." Ah ! here 
comes one I was sure I should not like. I hated the 
devil the minute I saw him; but I was fool enough to 
be tempted by price : I thought him cheap : sarves me 
right : there take him away ; I've seen enough of him ; 
we'll ship him as soon as he gets home to somebody 

at some price." " Here's a horse I gave plenty 

of money for; but he is a nice nag: I wanted him 

for a match for Lady : she is a good customer, 

and I mean to let her have him just fbr his expenses ; 

go in. Jack, and bring out the pony." " Thece 

now, if I know what a nice pony is, there's one; 
I gave eighty for him; he'll roll over — (roll over 
means just double his cost price): I mean him for 

Lord ; he won't ride one over fourteen handS| 

and rides eighteen stone: he's cheap to him at a 
hundred and sixty : if such men won't pay, and they 
want to ride, let them go by the road waggon." 

This is a tolerably geo^eral sample of the kind of 
observatiio(Ds likely to be made on horses bought in a 
fair; and allowing it to be so, the Reader will see, that 
if a dealer sometimes buys too dear, how little chance 
would & person lumccustomed to fairs have in at- 
tempting to purchase there? It cannot be a matter 
of surprise that the dealer, however good a judge he 
may be, should perhaps buy one out of six that may 
not pay him : it is oi^y surprising that he should get 
so many that do. Let a private individual try to do 
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this, and he will find his average, in lieu of one out of 
six that may not pay well, will be more likely to be 
six out of seven that he will lose by. Among the 
horses I supposed the dealer as having bought was 
one for which he states he gave one hundred and fifty^ 
and he is certain of selling him at three hundred. 
We will allow that one hundred and fifty is a strong 
price for a dealer to give for a harness-horse, which, 
so far as he knows, has only soundness, good looks, 
and action to recommend him, and that a hundred 
and fifty added is a strong profit: granted that it 
is so; but it by no means follows, if he does sell 
him at three hundred, that he sells him at a hundred 
and fifty more than he is worth, or indeed even at 
one sovereign more : the value of a thing is what it 
will sell for. He does in this case unquestionably sell 
him at- a hundred and fifty, say two hundred, more 
than his general marketable price among the gene* 
rality of purchasers ; but this is not the light in which 
such a horse is to be looked at. He was not purchased 
at first for the generality of purchasers, but for a 
particular market — and that market composed of a 
select number of men of fortune, amateurs in horses, 
who, to gratify their vanity, taste, or caprice, or 
perhaps all together, are content to give these sort 
of prices. The man of wealth and fashion will have 
his gratifications (no matter in what): he expects 
and is willing to pay for them. If his cook is 
really a superior artiste^ he gives him a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty pounds a-year — pretty strong 
wages no doubt : stiU, if other men of the same rank 
would be willing to give this cook {artiste^ I beg his 
pardon) the same, that is the man's value among 
those who can afford to employ him — I again beg 
his pardon; 1 should say, avail themselves of his 



A HOBSE-BSALKB NO BROKER* 229. 

talents. It is just so with the horse: so long as he 
is kept and used hy the same class, so long he is 
worth the three hundred, and if he changed hands 
among this class would bring the same price. Though 
the dealer had a particular customer in his mind's 
eye when he bought this horse, and sold him to this 
identical customer, he perhaps knew of several others 
who would have purchased him at a similar price. 
In this case, then, he in reality sold the animal for no 
more than his value to the purchaser, though paying 
a high profit to the dealer. 

This brings upon the carpet another page in the ca-» 
talogue of crimes placed to the account of the dealer ; 
which is, the diflTerence between bujdng of and selling 
to him. On this subject much more might be said 
than I intend troubling the Keader with. I must, 
however, remark, as a primary clause in my defence of 
him in this particular^ that it is not a part of his trade 
to repurchase horses, or to buy them at all after 
they have been in and about London. We will sup- 
pose, by way of one particular case, that the pur- 
chaser of the horse I have been lately alluding to, 
without having any fault to find with the animal, 
who, on the contrary^ we will suppose, has turned 
out to be all he anticipated or wished, still for 
some reason wishes to dispose of him. The first 
thing he probably does is to go to the dealer from 
whom he purchased him, and, perhaps naturally 
enough, expects he will be disposed to buy him. 
Now I must first apprise my Reader, that a dealer 
would at any moment just as soon see that Gentleman 
who is represented as wearing those pleasing appen- 
dages of horns and hoofs enter his yard as a horse 
he has sold, when he returns there for the purpose 
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of being sold to hiih, particularly a horse of tli# 
yalue of the one described* He knows he cannot in re- 
purchasing do justice to himself, and at the same time 
give satisfaction to his customer; consequently, to 
avoid, if jpossible, giving any offence ot losing his 
money, he begins (and perhaps with truth) by de«» 
clarilig ^^that his stables are quite full; that he has 
really more horses on his hands than he knows what 
to do with; that the season for harness-horses ii 
nearly gone by ; that he is selling off his own horses 
of this sort to make room for hunters, which are the 
only horses he intends buying till the spring; that 
in the spring he would be happy to buy a dozen such 
as the one offered ; but that now he should have to 
keep the horse and lay out of his money for at least 
seven months before he could think of even offering 
him for sale." Now all this is more or less true, 
though the whole is set down as mere excuses on 
the part of the dealer; and they are most unques- 
tionably brought forward to avoid entering on the 
proposed treaty; and it finally ends in his giving 
what is really the best and most honest advice under 
existing circumstances, namely, that the horse should 
be turned out for the winter ; in which case he would 
again come out a splendid horse for the purpose for 
which he was at first purchased. This advice is^ 
however, almost certain not to be attended to. Th* 
j'eal fact is, his owner, as a man of fashion and 
fortune, was determined to have one of the finest 
horses in London for his cab: he bought him; 
his friends had all seen and admired him; the no- 
velty of the thing was over: and a new toy is 
wanted, for as toys such horses must be esti- 
mated. The owner was determined to have a whistle 
for his amusement; he bought a highly ornamented 
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one at the season when whistleis were in demand; 
paid a proportionate price for it; has blown it till 
whistles are no longer in demand; and, forgetting 
it is but a whistle^ is greatly surprised to find he is 
likely to pay rather dear for his music. 

Mais revenone a nos moutans. We left the owner 
strenuously nrgiog the dealer to purchase, and the 
latter as assiduously endeavouring to get out of the 
affair. Let us suppose that the owner loses if he 
sells the horse-^on whom should the feult rest ? 
Certainly not on the dealer. If a Nobleman or 
Oentleman is content to buy such a horse for his 
use as is driven by a hundred other Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, from a hundred to a hundred and fifty 
would have been probably the maximum price. Such 
a horse, making allowance for the time of year in 
which he nught be offered for sale^ would always 
command something close upon the same price : but 
if any person is determined to possess any rarity, ao 
matter of what sort, and afterwards wishes to dis- 
possess himself of it, he must either find a purchaser 
.among those who are on the look-out for rarities, or 
make up his mind to pay dearly for his temporary 
possession of it. The dealer naturally declines buy- 
ing what he knows he must lose money by ; and no 
blame can be attached to him for so doing. The owner 
forgets, in wishing to sell his horse, that he partly does 
so because people of fashion are leaving London, and 
that he is doing so himself: he forgets, that instead 
of giving without a murmur three hundred for this 
same horse, he would not purchase him at the 
time he wants to sell him at even half the original 
price; he ought to consider that others would feel 
the same thing; and that the dealer, aware that 
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such is the case, wisely declines burtliening himself 
with an unsaleable commodity. In fact, the dealer 
should have been the last person instead of the 
£rst to have been applied to. An animal of this 
description once purchased should be sold only to 
and among a certain circle, till time and use have 
Tendered him no longer a novelty, and bring 
him to the price of ordinary purchasers, among 
whom he would probably be sold, re-sold, and sold 
again without much loss, if any, to his different 
masters. 

I have dwelt thus long on this supposed case to 
account for the great fluctuation often arising in the 
price of the same animal in a few months, which does 
not arise from any diminution in his intrinsic value, 
but depends on the situation in which he is placed 
from being offered to different classes of persons, and 
to account for the fact that Gentlemen do, as they 
represent, often purchase so dear, and are compelled 
to sell (comparatively) so cheap. But this is not 
confined to horses only: it will be found to bear 
equally on any other description of merchandise. 
The tradesman must have his profit. If you want to 
dispose of any purchased article, the least you can 
expect to lose is the tradesman's profit on it, and the 
quantum of loss to be sustained depends on the 
judgment employed in the purchase, and the de- 
scription of article purchased. 

A friend of mine, a very good judge of horses in a 
general way, went to see a horse for a wager carry a 
dealer's boy over a monstrous high wall. I accom- 
panied him, was much astonished at the leap, and 
quite as much that so heavy-headed ill-made a beast 
should be capable of the feat. My friend was so 
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infatuated by the performance, that nothing I could 
say prevented his buying the brute at a hundred and 
fifty guineas ; and if he intended to keep him to do 
nothing but jump a brick-wall for the entertainment of 
his friends, he was worth the money ; but for any other 
earthly purpose, he was not worth twenty pounds, as 
nothing else could he do with satisfaction to any one 
who rode him. I met my friend a few weeks after-* 
wards riding the beast, and expressed my surprise at 
his so doing; but he made a very sensible reply, 
which silenced me at once : " My dear fellow, I am 
not a very rich man : I have found him quite as bad 
as you told me I should, but I cannot afford to lose 
a hundred guineas, which I must do at the least if I 
determine at once to sell him : so I ride the wretch 
till I can find as great a fool, as myself to buy him." 
I'ortunately he hunted about till he did find the fool 
he wanted, and got off with no farther loss than the 
keep of the animal for a few months. 

Having mentioned the folly of my friend, and the 
risk he ran of losing a considerable sum by pleasing 
his fancy, it is but fair I should mention an instance 
of my own, who, being some years his senior, ought 
to have known better. I went to see a stud of horses 
for sale at Tattersall's: I perceived that one horse 
■among the stud seemed to attract very great atten- 
tion, and this I thought was easily accounted for 
from his being one of the finest horses I think I ever 
saw. But I found another cause for this general 
attraction, when I heard he was not only beyond any 
competition the widest jumper in the stud, but known 
to be the widest brook or drain-jumper in Lincoln- 
shire, where he had been hunted. He was put up 
with the rest, and I bought him at a hundred 
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guineas. He wag no sooner knocked down to me 
than I felt I had done wrong. Several others of the 
same stud were sold at far higher prices, not one of 
which could any way be compared to him as to looks, 
size, or breeding : in short, I felt certain he was too 
cheap to be good. A couple of guineas to the head*- 
groom produced no explanation but that he was 
a very good horse, the fastest in the stud, and the 
biggest jumper in Lincolnshire. I hunted him; 
found him fast enough to go at his ease up to any 
hounds with any scent ; nothing too big for him to 
take in his stride, and a mistake seemed impossible, so 
it was at any thing he chose to try : but he seemed 
to think it quite beneath his dignity to jump at any 
ordinary fence ; and I should say, during three times 
I rode him with hounds, he was on his nose with me 
twenty times. He had another pleasing propensity; 
if there were twenty little water-drains in the field, I 
would back him to put his foot into every one of 
them. I was lucky enough, however, to find a farmer 
who piqued himself on being the boldest rider in 
the country where I was hunting, and had on more 
than one occasion pounded the whole Field. It 
struck me the widest jumper in all Lincolnshire and 
my dauntless friend the farmer would be well 
matched : it ended in my allowing him to try ** Lin- 
coln" at a brook that had been considered in the hunt 
as impassable without a boat or taking a cold bath* 
The price was agreed upon if the horse did it : he 
took it and to spare. I drew 50Z., taking in exchange 
decidedly one of the cleverest hunters I ever had, 
and eventually sold him at a hundred and fifty when 
fourteen years old. 

From these two little anecdotes it will be seen how 
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innch the prices of horses depend on drcumstances. 
Had my friend not had patience to -wait for the right 
customer, he would probably have lost a hundred by 
the wall jumper : had I attempted to sell my Lincoln- 
shire bargain in his own country, fifty would have 
been his estimated price, though very fast, very good, 
singularly handsome, and in some respects no doubt 
an animid of astonishing powers. 

I have said that the amount of loss to be expected 
by a purchaser on selling the article purchased de- 
pends in a great measure on the article itself. The 
fecility or diflSiculty of disposing of most articles chiefly 
depends upon the utility and general demand for the 
article in question. If it be one in general demand, 
it is usually to be got rid of at little more loss than 
the tradesman's profit, provided it has not been used 
4»o as to prevent it being again sold as new : if, on the 
contrary, it is an article of taste or vertu, it has pro- 
bacy been bought at a fancy price ; and should there 
be a necessity of selling this, excepting among the 
cognoscenti, the loss on the purchase must be neces- 
sarily great : no matter whether a bronze horse or 
-a live one, the principle applies the same. As for 
example : — 

Two ladies go to the same silversmith's — say Storr 
and Mortimer — as a house of undoubted respecta- 
bility. Mrs. A. orders dinner-forks, spoons, and 
ladles, and dessert to correspond in proper propor- 
tions, silver bread-basket, and a waiter or two, the 
amount of which adds up to 2001. : Mrs. B. orders an 
epergne of beautiful workmanship, which comes to 
-the same sum. The forks and spoons of course elicit 
no remarks from Mrs. A.'s friends, being articles of 
daily use and regarded as common necessaries : while. 
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on the contrary, Mrs. B.'s epergne is pronounced 
quite new, recherchi^ and in accordance with her gene- 
ral good taste and judgment — (Remember, Reader, 
4ihe three-hundred-guinea cab-horse was admired just 
as much). Now we will suppose the two ladies, after 
a time, wish to exchange their different purchases for 
other articles of a newer or a different pattern : mark 
the results. Mrs. A.'s articles cost her about la. Qd. 
per ounce, and in round numbers we will say they 
weighed 550 ounces : in exchanging them she would 
probably lose 2^. an ounce, about in money 55/. Mrs. 
B.'s beautiful epergne, which perhaps weighed 100 
ounces, is not an object of common demand like 
spoons and forks ; therefore, had it weighed the same, 
would not be worth as much : but it was in no way 
sold by weight, and all its beautiful and elaborate 
workmanship tells for nothing ; so this article loses, 
first at least 12/. on its weight of 100 ounces, and the 
actual value of it as old silver is about 25/. Assur- 
edly this is really worse than horse-dealing, and the 
loss arises from precisely the same cause. 300/. was 
too much to give to please the fancy for the moment 
in the cab-horse, and 200/. too much for the ^)ergne. 
Neither the dealer nor Storr and Mortimer were to 
blame. 

The dealer often sells horses within a few days after 
he has purchased ; but, on the other hand, he keeps 
some many weeks, and even months, before he finds 
a customer for them, notwithstanding he has used all 
his ingenuity, industry, and patience to dispose of 
them: yet the private individual is quite surprised 
and dissatisfied, if, when tired of his purchase, he can- 
not in a few days get him off his hands without con- 
siderable loss. The dealer had patience to wait many 
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weeks before he could get his price, notwithstanding 
his extensive connexion and knowledge of his trade : 
the least then the Gentleman can do is to use the 
same patience, take the same time, and adopt the 
same means in endeavouring to find a purchaser. 
This, however, he will not do, nor could he if he 
would : he must therefore make a severe sacrifice, un- 
less he is fortunate enough to find the same kind of 
person my friend was for many months in search of 
when wishing to sell the horse of brick-wall notoriety* 
After all, however, is said, and the sacrifice made, 
there is no great cause of complaint, provided he has 
been gratified by the temporary possession of what he 
only bought for temporary gratification. He might 
with as much reason complain, after eating a pine 
that cost him 145. It is true a pear .would have 
slaked his thirst just as well, but he did not think so : 
at the time, the pine he fancied, and the pine he would 
have; the pear was too common for his aristocratic 
mouth, though he might, like My Lord Huntingtower, 
have eaten a dozen of the latter for half the price of 
the former. There is a great satisfaction in serving 
such customers, and it is really cruel in them to 
damp that satisfaction by even hinting at the price 
they have pafd. 

I have often lamented when a boy that the knife I 
had bought, never, after three days, looked the same 
as it appeared in the cutler's shop : people will gene- 
rally find this hold equally with a horse bought out 
of a dealer's hands : he there looks as he probably will 
never Idbk again while in their possession ; at least, 
this is the case with the generality of horses. They 
there see a horse brought to the highest state of per- 
fectioB in point of appearance that human ingenuity 
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can efiect, or to whieh he is capable of being brought : 
the stable he stands in so constructed as to set him, 
off to the best advantage; even his quarter-doth is 
put on to show his shape with the most effect; 
his head-coUar is made so as to give a light and pleas- 
ing appearance to his head ; not a hair in his tail or 
mane is permitted to lie the wrong way; his very- 
shoes are shaped to give his foot the very hest form ; 
when brought out, he is not permitted to stand for 
a moment in a disadvantageous position. If he is 
a fine horse, in order to show how little is required 
to show him off, you may hear the dealer say to 
his man, ^^ Let him stand where he likes, Jem ; it don't 
matter how be stands," laying a strong emphasis on 
the he; but depend upon it the dealer inows perfectly 
well when he says this that he is standing on one of the 
most advantageous spots in the yard ; and not taking 
him to the general show-plaoe has its effect on the 
purchaser's mind : it does not look dealer4ike^ and has 
an air of carelessness about it, as much as to say, you 
may buy him or not as you like. We will suppose 
the customer wishes to ride the horse himself on trial : 
a private servant would probably call for a saddle, 
and put it on the horse's back as he stands: the 
dealer's man knows his business better; he knows 
that horses never look to advantage during the ope- 
ration of being saddled, but on the contrary set up 
their backs, swell against the girths, and put them- 
selves in unseemly positions. To avoid all this, the 
horse is taken into the stable, and there saddled, care 
of course being taken that the saddle is put on so as to 
set his shoulder off to the best advantage. While the 
eeremony of combing and water-brushing his mane and 
tail is gone through, he has had time to set down his 
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back, and comes out looking like himself and ^^ all 
right." We will now suppose he has been ridden, 
brought back, and approved of: he is then not allowed 
to stand one minute, but is taken at once into the 
stable — ^for this reason, he has been seen and ridden, 
and has given satisfaction, and he may therefore be 
'Considered sold. No advantage could be gained by 
his being further inspected; therefore, while aU is 
well and the customer favourably impressed with his 
merits, he is taken away, lest by any possibility he 
may do something to offend, or look to less advantage 
than he has hitherto done. Now the private indivi- 
dual knows nothing about the necessity of attending 
to all these minutisB : it never struck him they were 
attended to, because it was all done as a matter of 
course and habit, consequently there was nothing 
particular in the conduct of the dealer or his man. 
No orders were given ; but it was done : and by this 
kind of apparently simple routine many a customer 
is done also — I should on second thought rather 
say induced to buy, for in all this really nothing 
in any way unfair has been practised. The dealer 
has, like any other tradesman, set his goods off to the 
best advantage, and his man only done his part to 
the same purpose. The man who keeps a muslin and 
lace shop parades his goods, and his Hjperion-curled 
assistant shows his lace over his band. I allow this 
to be all fair, and the dealer in horses and the dealer 
in lace are equally honest. The two subordinates are 
a^lso equally honest, though not equally respectable, 
for I never can hold that man in respect that does 
what is not the province of a man to do. The dealer's 
man does what no woman could do ; the other does 
what only a woman ought to da 
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But to return to the Horse that has been shown; 
seen, ridden, approved of, and purchased. A felv 
days after these events, the owner wishes to show his 
purchase to a friend, and recollecting the imposing 
appearance of the nag in the dealer's yard, he naturally 
esipects he will look the same now, and strike his 
friend with the same admiration the owner felt oa 
seeing him. Greatly, however, to his surprise and 
dismay, he perceives him to cut quite a different figure, 
barely looking the same animaL He cannot under* 
stand this : he sees that it is so, but why it is so he 
can in no way account for. Had he read the few 
Hints I have given, merely as relating to a very few 
of the attentions paid to appearances when shown by 
one who knows something of his business, he would 
not be quite so much in the dark : still, supposing him 
to make some use of those Hints, he cannot nor ever 
will show the horse, or any horse, like the dealer. 
How should he? he was not bred to the trade. 

Reverting to the objection dealers have to purchase 
a horse they have sold, the Reader must bear in mind 
my having before represented the passion most people 
have for horses quite fresh. Now this perfectly fresh 
look goes off in a horse much sooner than most per- 
sons suppose ; and though, provided he has been only 
moderately worked for six months, he is intrinsically 
a far better animal for use, and sometimes improved 
to the eye of a judge from having lost some of his 
superfluous fat, this will not alter the case : he does 
not look so new (for new is not an inappropriate term 
to be applied to a dealer's horse). This newness does, 
and I suppose will continue to put a stamp of value 
on whatever is sought to be purchased by the gene- 
rality of mankind. To have the first of a thing seems 
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the great desideratum, whether in a horse or any 
thing else. The dealer is aware of this infatuation 
on the part of his customers : he knows the horse is 
a better and more useful animal than when he sold 
him, but he knows his customers would not like him 
as well: he finds them horses; he is not bound to 
find them sense ; and till he or something else does, 
the new horse will be preferred. 

This predilection for very young horses would 
almost lead to the belief that people imagine that in 
every five-year-old unused horse they have a right to 
expect a given quantum of work, as in every bottle 
of wine they have a given number of glasses full : 
now if there was any analogy between the certain 
quantum of work in the horse and the quantum of 
wine in a bottle, there can be no doubt but the pre- 
dilection would be judicious. The bottle from which 
two glasses have been taken is not worth as much by 
one sixth as the fresh bottle that contains twelve : so 
if we could be certain that in every five-year-old horse 
there were twelve years of work, the horse that had 
been used two years would, like the bottle, be just 
one sixth diminished in value. But this is not the 
case : the same calculation in no way holds good be- 
tween the two objects: but between a horse and a 
watch something like a simile may be brought to 
bear, as we naturally expect both to go ; and so they 
both do more or less ; some go very well, some mo- 
derately so, some very badly, while some, figuratively 
speaking, cannot go at all. The action of both de- 
pends beyond doubt in a general way on the scientific 
manner in which the working parts of each have been 
put together ; and the duration of time that each will 
continue to go depends on the goodness of the mar 
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terial of which each has been made. If we go to a 
good watchmaker and pay him a good price, he can 
be abnost certain in selling a watch that will go well, 
and continue to do so, from knowing the goodness of 
its materials, and the skill employed in putting them 
together. The manufacturer of any other article can 
be equally certain of its relative goodness: but I 
know of no manufacturer of horses ; and until one is 
found, though our eye can tell us the horse that goes 
well, we must trust to chance as to how long he will 
continue to go: the soundness of his materials can 
only be found out by trial ; and yet such is the per- 
versity or folly of men in general, that though some 
one has risked this trial, the horse none the worse for 
it (indeed the better), and proved to be likely to con- 
tinue a good and useful servant, it is this very trial 
that will in nine cases out of ten depreciate him in 
the estimation of a purchaser. 

I think I can now bring the purchasing a horse 
and a watch in such close affinity as to bear precisely 
the same on each. We will suppose a salesman (not 
a manufacturer) to have twenty new watches sent 
him for sale, all good-looking, but the maker un- 
known : in this case neither he nor a purchaser can 
form any opinion of their goodness, nor have either 
the slightest means of judging of their relative 
soundness of matmal : all that a purchaser can do is 
to select the one that pleases his eye, and that he 
finds will at all events go at present. We will say 
ten of these are sold, and at the end of the year, like 
horses, some have gone well during the whole time ; 
others have continued to go for the same time, but 
badly } some have gone for six months, and then 
tK>uld go no longer; while some did not go for a 
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week. Suppose the purchaser of one of the two or 
three that have gone well for the twelve months, and 
are still going on well, should he wish to sell his pur- 
chase, and the same salesman again undertakes the 
sale of it, we might naturally suppose that every 
person would take this proved good watch in prefer- 
ence to one of the new ones of whose goodness he 
must run all the risk. No doubt every man of sense 
would do so : but depend upon it nine persons out of 
ten would prefer a new one, unless the other was to 
be sold at a greatly depreciated price : and even then 
most persons would still take the new one, and con- 
sole themselves with the idea and common opinion, 
" If I get a new thing I know the wear of it." Do 
they ? If they do, they know more than any other 
person does : at least, it is so as far as regards horses. 
Now could any reasonable man expect the salesman 
to take this watch upon his own hands ? or if he did, 
must he not do so at a very low price indeed in com- 
parison with its original one? The horse-dealer in 
taking back a horse is placed in the same predica- 
ment — indeed in a worse, inasmuch as a watch is 
worn unseen by the public, and consequently has not 
been rendered common in its eyes ; but the horse has. 
If we are offered a second-hand watch, it is a thousand 
to one that we ever know its former possessor, or that 
any one will tell us that the watch belonged to Lord 

B ; but let his horse be offered for sale, and 

though My Lord had only driven him twelve months, 
the salesman of him, be he who he may, will be told, 
" Why that's Lord B.'s old cab-horse." Anything that 
has become blaz4 in L(Hidon has also become value- 
less, or at least to a great degree it has become so. 
A young friend of mine, while on the Peninsula, 
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bought a beautiful and very English-looking milk- 
white horse, and was fortunate enough shortly after- 
wards to meet with an exact match for him. Their 
manes and tails were really magnificent ; but he took 
it into his head to dye them a very pretty light chest- 
nut, with rather a pinkish hue. A lady of very high 
native rank there fell in love with these pink-tailed 
horses, and he sold them to her at an enormous sum. 
He certainly sold them as they were, nor did he say 
the tails were not dyed, but he took very good care 
not to say that they were ; in fact, the question was 
never asked : if it had, I am quite sure he would at 
once have said that they were. Some time after the 
hair began to grow, and of course the tails and manes 
began to put on a suspicious appearance ; but luckily, 
just in the nick of time, his regiment was ordered 
home. Of course, the manes and tails after a time 
came to their own much more becoming colour : they 
were, after aU, a magnificent pair of horses, and the 
lady had no reason to complain of an3rthing but the 
price. 

Supposing such a pair of horses, with really pinkish- 
chestnut manes and tails, fell into Anderson's hands ; 
his door in Piccadilly would be besieged by the Uite 
of the beau monde ; and whether he chose to ask two 
or six hundred for the pair would matter little. 
Many, it is true, would not buy them at all, but those 
who were so inclined would give anything he chose to 
ask; and probably, before they had been driven a 
week, some one would tempt the owner by the offer 
of a couple of hundred more to induce him to sell 
them. Let these be driven till the end of the season 
— they would have been seen by every one, their 
novelty would have worn off; and novelty was their 
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recommendation : the owner would probably have be- 
come tired of them, and would heartily wish their tails 
had also been dyed. When he purchased them, per- 
haps not more than one person in five thousand would 
have liked them ; but now he finds no one will have 
them at all. Second-hand things of any description 
sell badly enough ; but if I was to rack my brains for 
a month to hit upon anything second-hand the most 
difficult of all others to get rid of, I should certainly 
say a pair of milk-white horses with pinkish-chestnut 
manes and tails. Anderson would probably recollect 
them with many pleasurable feelings : I should ima- 
gine he would be the only one who would. 

In nearly the commencement of these Hints I stated 
my firm conviction that no gentleman could make 
money by horses as a tradesman. I further, in no 
measured terms, gave my opinion of those who use 
their position in society as a cloak to their being in 
fact horse-dealers. This can only last for a time; 
that is, till they are found out. I have also given it 
as my impression that a respectable dealer is the best 
source from which a gentleman can supply himself 
with horses, and have at the same time allowed that 
purchasing in this way he will lose by his horses if he 
wishes to sell them. It might be remarked, from 
what I have said, that the only inference to be drawn 
is, that a gentleman must either be a rogue, or lose 
by all his horses. I do not quite mean this ; but I 
am afraid it comes very near the truth. It must, 
however, be recollected, that I allude to gentlemen 
who are not in the sporting term " horse men," who 
know little about them, merely have them as necessary 
appendages to their position in life, and as objects of 
utility and luxury to which they are accustomed. 
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Such men must undoubtedly expect to lose by their 
horses. Why should they not ? They lose by their 
furniture, their clothes, their carriages, and indeed 
by everything ; yet they abuse the dealer if they lose 
by a horse. 

Having said that gentlemen in a general way must 
lose by horses, I will now endeavour to show that 
there are some gentlemen who not only do not lose, so 
far as price goes, but who really keep half a dozen or 
more horses at very little expense. Mind, I do not 
mean they make money by them : that is quite a dif- 
ferent thing ; but they get their show and amusement 
for a hundred or two a year, which costs others a 
thousand or much more. This can only be done by 
men, who, from practice and decided partiality to 
horses, have acquired a quick eye, good taste, and per- 
fect judgment in choosing their horses — a perfect 
knowledge of the best stable-management of them 
afterwards — and, finally, fine judgment, fine hands, 
a fine seat, and fine nerves in riding or driving them. 
This is only to be acquired by beginning early : riding 
must from infancy have been as natural to hinn as 
walking, or, with a few exceptions, he will never 
become a horseman. A tailor may begin at five-and- 
twenty to first get on a horse, and yet make a capital 
dragoon : he would never, however, be made (at least 
not one man in a thousand would) a hunting rider. 
Look at the diflFerence between the manner and seat 
of a man who began from childhood, and the school- 
taught adult ; the first steps into his saddle without 
hesitation or preparation : the moment he is there, you 
see he is at home and in his element as much as a 
duck is the moment she touches the water. The other 
prepares himself for the exploit: then prepares to 
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mount ; mounts ; seats himself, prepares himself and 
horse to move ; and when he does move, you can see 
by his riding that it is an effort ; and it always strikes 
me that a dragoon looks (though we know it is not 
so) as if he was afraid of his horse : he looks artificial ; 
while the other and his horse look as if, like the 
Siamese twins, they had been bom together. A man 
with these advantages can do a great deal with horses : 
he IB not certainly a manufacturer of horses, but he 
is in a great measure a manufacturer of hunters, 
hacks, harness-horses, &c. He really buys the raw 
material, and makes it into what other people pay a 
high price for. He cannot perhaps afford to pay three 
hundred for a horse fourteen or fifteen years old, be- 
cause he is a perfect made hunter : he knows how to 
make a hunter, then why should he pay for one ready 
made? To him the making a horse is as much an 
amusement as making a picture or a garden is to an^- 
other: he really makes the horse valuable, and has 
a right to that value when he sells him. His good 
judgment makes him select a young horse that he 
sees ought to be first-rate as a hunter : he takes care 
to buy him at a price that will do no great harm sup- 
posing he finds he does not answer his expectation as 
a hunter : his size, figure, looks, and action, will pro- 
bably at all events command what he gave for him 

say a hundred ; so he is no great loser under any cir- 
cumstances ; for if he, from some constitutional cause, 
is not good enough for a hunter, he makes him into a 
first-rate harness-horse: the one that does make a 
hunter shows him a great deal of amusement for a 
season or two, and then he is asked to take three or 
four hundred for him. Men of this known judgment 
never have occasion to offer their horses for sale : it 
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is enough that he has carried Mr. a season or 

two, as it is quite well known he would not have 
ridden the same horse ten times if he was common- 
place. He has no objection to selling a horse to pay 
a hundred; it lessens his stable expenses: but he 
would not punish himself by riding a brute in order 
to make money. There is nothing in any shape dero- 
gatory to the character or conduct of a gentleman in 
what he does : he is a good judge, a good horseman, a 
good sportsman : all this tends to the results I have 
mentioned : he is, moreover, in all probability, a good 
fellow, or people would have nothing to do with him 
or his horses. Long may such men ride and prosper ! 
I wish we had more of them. 

There are other men who are especially driving 
men : these can do the same thing by their nags, and 
perhaps drive their four-in-hand at as little expense as 
others do their cabs. A friend of mine, whose income 
never exceeded 2000Z. a year, always contrived to 
keep six, seven, or eight hunters during the season, 
and had his team during the summer ; added to which 
his bachelor mSnage was in perfect good taste. He 
had one summer got together four very good goers, 
and few men could hold them together better than he 
could. Coming along the road from Hammersmith, 
he overtook a friend, also driving his team, who piqued 
himself on having fast ones : they had a few minutes' 
chat, when, to the latter gentleman's perfect astonish- 
ment, my friend went away from him and the fast 
ones with perfect ease. They met an hour afterwards 
in the Park, and when they had come side by side, 
the same result took place. It ended in a deal, and 
they actually exchanged teams, harness and all, my 
friend drawing a hundred in the exchange. During 
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the next few days the rivals did not meet again. My 
friend was driving his new barter, getting them pro- 
periy bitted, and, in road language, pulling them 
together. The fact was, three of these horses were 
beyond comparison much faster than his former team ; 
but the fourth could neither step with nor go with 
the others. This horse he got rid of (and more of 
him anon), and put in one to the full as fast as the 
others: they were then one of the fastest teams in 
London, and he made them step together like soldiers, 
whereas before they only seemed to have been put to- 
gether to be in each other's way. My friend now again 
appeared in the Park, and shortly after was joined by 
his friend and the notorious team; the same go-by 
was now given him that he had given a short time 
before, and doubtless his friend thought the hundred 
he had given for the exchange was well laid out : but 
miracles never cease: and who can control his fate? 
My friend permitted him to get a few carriage-lengths 
in advance ; then put on the steam, caught his friend, 
and passed at a good fifteen miles an hour. Had Tam 
O'Shanter on the grey mare, Mazeppa on the wild 
horse, Byron's Giaour on his black steed, or Scott the 
jock mounted on the ghost of Pegasus, passed, he 
would have been surprised; but his surprise would 
have been tame in comparison with his perfect 
astonishment at the matchless style of going, and the 
pace of his former bays. But so it was ; he was 
beaten, and beaten hollow by his own horses. True, 
one had been changed; but this he did not know or 
perceive. The result ended in their again changing, 
and my Mend again receiving a hundred for so 
doing. 
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I said I would allude to the horse taken out of the 
team : he was a fiair goer, but had not harness-action* 
My friend found this out in half an hour, and imme- 
diately drafted him : he rode him, put him into the 
hunters' stable, and he came out first-rate. Now, 
here was a young six-year-old horse being sacrificed, 
and spoiling his companions, from being put into his 
wrong place. So much for judgment, or rather the 
want of it ] Judgment in horses certainly is not 
possessed by one man in a hundred who keeps and 
uses them, and yet scarcely one man in that hundred 
will allow or beUeve he does not possess it. I doubt 
not many a young city gentleman, who daily drives 
his Stanhope from Finsbury Square to his little secret 
establishment in the New Road, fancies he could drive 
a Dutchman or any other horse in a match as weU as 
Woodriflfe, and that he could make him do it in the 
same time ; though half of these gentlemen want a 
hand for each rein, and a third for their whip, and 
then they would only be in the way of each other. 
Let the generality of persons see a horse or horses go 
well across a country or in harness, they are very 
properly struck with admiration of their powers ; but 
they seldom give half the credit they deserve to those 
who drive or ride thrai, whereas a much greater share 
of the merit of the performance belongs to them than 
people are apt to imagine ; yet it would be difficult to 
persuade them that the same horses would not do the 
same thing in their hands. I was fool enough once 
to buy a reed of a fellow in the street, who certainly 
imitated all sorts of birds most beautifully. I thought 
what a deep hand I was when I insisted on having 
the identical one he was using, and gave an additional 
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sixpence for it. I certainly produced a noise some- 
thing between blowing down a key and a penny- 
trumpet, but I never progressed a bit nearer the 
mellifluous notes of the nightingale. 

A nobleman, whose name it is unnecessary to men- 
tion, many years since was so pleased by an exhibition 
of Punch and Judy that he actually bought the stand, 
Punch, Judy, dog, devil, and all, and sent them to 
his country seat : he forgot, however, to buy the maa ! 
In something like his lordship's error would some 
men be whom I have seen ride after (certainly not with) 
hounds, if, when seeing Tom Smith in his palmy days 
sail away on his best nag, they had bought him. 
There can be no doubt that every man who hunts or 
rides for his amusement has a right to ride as he 
pleases, and the sort of horse that best suits him. A 
perfect Leicestershire hunter will please all perfect 
Leicestershire riders ; but many men have very pecu- 
liar notions of the merits of hunters. 

I knew a nobleman who hunted in Essex, whom 
no one ever saw or suspected of riding over a com* 
mon wattled hurdle or a ditch as wide as a potato 
trench ; yet he gave long prices for his horses, and 
had certainly a lot of the best leapers I ever saw — 
a qualification to him, odd as it may appear, quite 
indispensable. The fact was, his lordship was a 
particularly active man, and in his own person 
one of the best and most determined fencers in 
England: nothing was too big or too awkward for 
him : he would jump, creep, or bore through or over 
anything^ and he and his horse went as straight as 
birds. The way they did so was this : no man rode 
harder than he did, and that over any sort of ground, 
for of this he had no fear ; consequently he was always 
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the first, or among the first, up to every fence: 
when he came within five yards of it, he threw him- 
self off his horse, who took it, and was trained to stop 
short on the other side: through or over went his 
lordship after him; got in his saddle as quick as 
Ducrow could have done, and was off again without 
losing a second. The stiffest bulfinch would neither 
stop him nor his horse ; through it they went : and as 
to water, he would take to it or jump it like a red 
deer. 

I have been accused by some of my friends of 
having advocated the cause of horse-dealers too fa- 
vourably; while others of these friends, though on 
most subjects men of liberal sentiments, have anathe- 
matised me to my £ace because I have not, could not, 
nor will not unite with them in opinion that all horse- 
dealers are aUke, and, being so, are en masse a mass 
of rascality and extortion. 

The simile of a man being in the humour of a bear 
with a sore head, if not a very refined or poetic, is 
at all events a very common one ; but though many 
thus make use of Bruin to help them out with an 
idea, few perhaps have had the chance of seeing the 
gentleman situated as they describe. Now I have, and 
a monkey too ; and can assure my readers that where 
the hurt is not of so serious a nature as to call forth 
compassion, the manner of treating it, and the pitiable 
look put on by these gentry, is the most ridiculous 
thing in nature. I make no doubt but a man who 
has ever been embraced by a bear cannot conceive 
that he can handle anything with gentleness; but 
let them see him sitting down and rubbing his hurt 
head, they will find he does it with considerably 
more gentleness than many a hired nurse, or many 
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of those young gentlemen who get hospital patients 
under their hands, when in a hurry to get away to 
put on a proper tie and add the proper quantum of 
Rowland's Macassar for a Regent-Street strut. 

Some of my friends, fit>m their transactions with 
some dealers, are very much in the situation of Bruin : 
they have been hit hard, and the place is still tender : 
they are still rubbing their heads, and are driven 
half mad, when I only laugh at their bruises. Give 
Bruin the stick that hurt him, you would see what 
a mauling he would give it ; and thus some of my 
good friends, having been hit by horse-dealers, 
want me to give them a mauling also. This (as far 
as my abilities would permit) I would be as willing 
as any man alive to do when and where I thought 
they deserved it; but it is not enough for me that 
my friend's head is tender, when perhaps the hit 
arose from his own folly. In this case, I can only 
recommend him to do as Bruin does, tenderly and 
patiently to rub on tiU he cures it; but I would 
advise him to do what the other will do without 
advice, namely, not voluntarily to put himself in the 
way of getting hit again. I am compelled to say this 
has not been the conduct of some of my friends ; and 
the consequence has been, they got a fresh shinner on 
the old grievance. When this is the case, they have 
doubly deserved it, and must rub and growl on: it 
will perhaps keep them out of fiirther mischief. 

I can bring forward a very beautiful illustration 
of the folly of a want of caution in the first place, 
and the still greater folly of expecting to come off 
scathless in returning to the origin of our first injury. 
When I was a boy, and about as mischievous as 
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most young gentlemen are, we had among other 
quadrupeds an immense and most voracious sow. 
This said sow I used frequently to mount, and on 
these occasions she would sometime^ turn sulky, stand 
still, and attempt to catch hold of my toes ; but when 
she did go, she went like a devil, and tried to get 
rid of me, which sooner or later she invariably did ; 
for Allen M*Donough could not have kept on, so no 
impeachment on my sowmanship. This was capital 
fun ; perhaps it taught me not afterwards to mind a 
fall from a horse : but one unfortunate day, perhaps 
the pace had been too good, sowey shut up, turned 
round and round till she got me off, and was making a 
charge at me : however I escaped her ; and finding her 
dislike to steeple-chasing was likely to end in some- 
thing to my serious disadvantage, I never mounted 
her again. I was beat; had sense enough to know 
it, and to keep out of harm's way. Thus far I took 
a hint, as I advise my friends to do ; but I will now 
show where piggy did not, and suffered from it. I 
have said that Madame Sow was voracious, and so 
she was ; for no sooner was her meal in the trough 
than in went her long snout, routing to the bottom 
and from end to end; and instead of leaving the 
tidbits with maternal affection to her numerous and 
interesting family, up she gobbled all, and in truth 
in one instance gobbled up family and all. Now as 
my mamma never did anything of this kind, my 
feelings of respect and duty satisfied me that Ma- 
dame SoVs general conduct must be very hoggish 
indeed, and I resolved to punish her. I had not 
forgotten, at the same time, her obstinacy as to steeple- 
chasing. The next time she was fed, I, in conjunc- 
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tion with the boy who fed her, made her mess so 
hot as to be one of the most uncomfortable berths in 
the world for a nose. Shutting up the misses and 
masters piggies, we let the old gentlewoman out : at 
it she came, and in went her nose to the very bottom ; 
but out it came quick as a cork from a champagne 
bottle, accompanied, in force, loudness, and harmony, 
by a note equalled but not excelled by the pleasing 
intimation we hear from the steam-pipe of the ap- 
proach of a locomotive. Round and round the yard 
she went (how I longed to be on her) till the air had 
cooled her proboscis. Forgetful of former hurts, in 
delight at the smoking savoury viands, in went the 
snout again with the same results. A third time set- 
tled the business : she wisely gave it up for a time, 
but eventually got her supper with the loss of the 
skin off her nose. This was coming off better than 
some people, who lose the skin, and do not get what 
they want at last. Let me then advise my friends 
in search of horses never to poke their nose, whether 
bottle, Grecian, snub, or Roman, into suspicious 
places, or trust it with suspicious men; and above 
all, if they have got one scald, never to risk another 
in the same quarter, notwithstanding Mr. HoUoway's 
assurance that one pot of his ointment effects a cer- 
tain cure in all cases. 

By these very homely similes, anecdotes, and equally 
homely advice, I have hinted, that, although I do not 
condemn dealers in horses to lasting infemy as a body, 
I do consider it just possible that a man may get into 
bad hands ; and I intend fiirther to show, that he may 
get into the hands of as great a set of scoundrels, com- 
posing a part (and a pretty considerable part) of that 
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body as ever disgraced humanity : but when he does 
so, it is in nineteen cases out of twenty his own fault, 
arising either from the vain hope of getting a bargain, 
or from conceit in fancying himself a proficient in 
matters that (he finds to his cost) he really knows 
little or nothing about. 

If any one concludes, from what I have at any time 
written on the subject, that I either consider or have 
intended to represent horse-dealers as men in whom 
we may place perfect confidence, the fault has been 
in my mode of expressing myself, not in my intention, 
I consider them in no such light. Confidence to a 
certain degree may be reposed in certain dealers in 
horses ; so it may in certain dealers in wine, and in 
certain (and that certain comprises a very, very few) 
dealers in pictures : but if a man who is not a judge 
will go to either and make his own purchases, he 
will to a certainty be more or less taken in ; that is, 
he will not get the best value for his money given 
him. If first-rate men in their way, they wiU not 
venture to give you an absolutely unsound or decidedly 
vicious horse in face of their warranty to the contrary ; 
decidedly pricked wine for sound ; or a known copy 
for a genuine Claude, Titian, or Domenichino; but 
you will be all but certain to get as inferior an ar- 
ticle of these several commodities as their risk of 
character will permit them to put into your hands 
at the price given. They are tradesmen: their 
object is to make money; and while they do not 
do anything absolutely dishonest, their consciences 
and ideas are like those of many attorneys, who con- 
sider nothing dishonourable that is not contrary to 
law. 

I have said that I believed a respectable horse- 
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dealer was in the end perhaps, all things considered, 
the best mode by which a man of fortune could supply 
himself with horses, and the cheapest — I should rather 
have said the least dear. This I only mean when put 
in competition with (in the generality of cases) breed- 
ing, or personally attending fairs, and supposing him 
not to be a judge of horses; but I apprise him that 
what he calls " taken in" he will be, go where he will ; 
that is, he will on an average lose by every horse he 
buys. I remember I have mentioned the Elmores and 
Andersons as dealers. I beg, however, it may be un- 
derstood that I merely did so as men whose names are 
well known, and as among the leading men in their 
trade ; by no means meaning to infer that there are 
not many entitled to quite as much confidence, and 
who are in every sense of the word quite as respectable 
men : in fact, neither with Messrs. Elmore nor Ander- 
son have I ever had one single transaction in my life, 
either in buying or selling. With the late Mr. George 
Elmore I have, and can only say, that the man who 
possesses the straight-forward honourable way of doing 
business, the courteous and I may say gentleman- 
like manners and address of him, is a vara avis of 
a horse-dealer. I have no doubt his conduct is here- 
ditary ; but, if not, I could not give kinder advice than 
recommending others to imitate their predecessor. 

To show the estimation in which I hold the words 
or assurances of dealers in any thing (consequently of 
horse-dealers), I never suffer myself to be guided by 
one word they say. I do not tell them to hold their 
tongues ; first, because it would be rude and offensive 
to do so ; and, secondly, because they have a right to 
talk ; but with me they talk to the winds. All traders 
will say what they think most likely to recommend 
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their goods, truth or not truth : my questions to a 
dealer about his horse are very few, and for this 
reason : if answering truly would deteriorate the horse 
in my estimation, I should possibly not be told the 
truth ; consequently I am probably only asking for a 
falsehood ; and if the truth would be a recommenda- 
tion, and I should therefore be told it, I should then 
be quite uncertain whether to believe it or not. If a 
man is not a judge of a horse, he has no business 
going personally to dealers in horses : if he is not a 
judge of a picture, he has no business to go to a pic- 
ture-dealer : he may purchase of both; but, in the name 
of common sense, let him send or take some one to 
buy for him who is a judge of what is wanted : and he 
must keep his eyes open ; he will want both of them 
in bu3dng from the most honest trader. 

If I want a horse for myself or friends, and go to 
a dealer's yard, I first state what sort of a horse I want, 
and like, and for what purpose I want him. This 
looks like business — looks as if I knew what I do want 
{Mem. many people do not), and shows I do not wish 
to take or give unnecessary trouble. It certainly by 
no means insures my being shown what will suit 
me ; but it insures my being shown what comes the 
nearest to it of such as the dealer has. If I do not 
like his appearance or action, three minutes settle 
that : I civilly thank him for the sight of his horse, 
and give no further trouble. If I do like him, I 
merely ask, " Do you warrant him sound and free 
from vice ? " K he does, I ask his price : if a reason- 
able one, I try him : if more is asked than I choose to 
give, I never ride or drive a horse till I get him to or 
very nearly to the price I make up my mind to give. 
I never try a horse till I have determined to buy him. 
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Never suffer myself to be talked into putting up with 
what I see and know to be an objection^, nor ever make 
one without good reason. No respectable dealer is ever 
angry at your objecting to what he knows to be ob- 
jectionable : on the contrary, he respects your judg- 
ment, however much he may regret his not having 
found a flat. If the dealer says he cannot warrant 
the horse because he has a com, or a thrush, or some 
such trivial matter, let no man who is not conversant 
with such matters touch him : he would probably get 
a decided screw. Personally, I should not reject such 
a horse if I liked him in other respects, as I well 
know, and every horseman knows, hundreds of horses 
could not be passed as sound by a veterinary surgeon 
that are just as good or nearly so to any one (but a 
respectable dealer) as if they were. Under these cir- 
cumstances I take the ipse dixit of no man. I might 
be told he '^ had a slight jack," was ^^ a little rough in 
both hocks," but "it was natural;" had a "splint," 
but " it was only on the bone, and did not touch the 
sinew;" or many other things of this sort. I listen 
to all this : but I do not allow my attention to hejixed 
on a grievance that is perhaps in point of fact no 
grievance at all. The " slight jack," or the " little 
roughness on both hocks," would certainly induce me 
to see that there was not one or a couple of whacking 
spavins : if I found there was, of course that would 
end the business ; but if I found that in this parti- 
cular there was not much the matter, or possibly 
nothing at all the matter, all the dealer could say to 
persuade me that this was the grievance would have 
no more effect on me than, if I saw there was a fail- 
ing, all he could say would have to persuade me there 

s 2 



260 A ma. 

was not. I might perhaps rather surprise a dealer 
who had pointed out to me a splint as a cause of un- 
soundness in a horse by not minutely examining the 
diseased part, but by immediately very minutely ex- 
amining his eyes, watching his flanks, or catching 
hold of his head, and with my stick in terrorem or 
reality, ascertaining whether, instead of his being in 
one respect an imperfect horse, he is not in another a 
very perfect bull — a term not known to every one ; for, 
though they probably know the old adage, that though 
a mare is a horse, a horse is not a mare, they have 
yet to learn that, though a bull is not a horse, a 
horse is very frequently a bull. 

I do not mean to say any respectable dealer would 
be guilty of such tricks ; his character would be too 
much at stake : but if, for instance, a man not a judge 
went to a dealer in horses, or any thing else, and it 
was known he was going abroad, or where his good 
or bad word could have no effect, if in making a pur- 
chase he did not get, in horse-dealers' phrase, A dig, 
I am a bad prophet. 

Nothing can be more absurd, nor is there any thing 
more annoying to a dealer, than for a man who is not 
a judge of horses himself to take a man with him to 
look at a horse or horses who fancies himself one 
without being so. Such a man does not know enough 
to see the merits of a horse, but is sure (as he thinks 
to show his judgment) to find fault. With such a 
companion, a man may look at a hundred horses with- 
out buying one: this soi-disant judge thinks, by find- 
ing fault, he shows how wide-awake he is : the result 
in nine cases out of ten is, he rejects horses that 
would suit his friend's purpose, and buys some wretch 
at last. 
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Now, on the contrary, if the purchaser is a man 
that a dealer knows it is his interest to use well, he in 
no shape objects to his bringing a sensible, liberal, 
and thorough good judge with him : he will know that 
the merits of his horses will be properly appreciated, 
their imperfections estimated by a proper scale ; and 
if they are adapted to the purpose they are wanted 
for, they will be recommended to be purchased. It 
must, however, be understood, that in taking such a 
judge with you, what, and all as a purchaser you have 
a right to expect, is this : you will most probably get 
a sound horse, and one that is likely to answer your 
purpose. Price is another thing ; and should you not 
find this horse what you want, you must not expect 
your friend to be able to get you a hundred for him, 
though he recommended you to give that sum: he 
only did so from knowing the horse was as well worth 
a hundred as any one you could get from a dealer's 
stable. But, as I have before said, if you buy of a 
dealer, and then want to sell, lose you must, and lose 
you will, go to what dealer you may, unless you are 
yourself a dealer ; not because the dealer is unprin- 
cipled as a man, but because heis b, dealer and you 
are not 

I may be asked if it is impossible for a man to buy 
of a dealer without losing money by his purchase ? 
Certainly not. If a man has judgment enough, as I 
have before expressed it, to buy the raw matiriel of a 
dealer, and then by his fine riding or driving and 
stable management to manu&cture this raw matSriel 
into a superior article, then he will not lose, and may 
probably make money ; but if a man merely buys an 
article or a horse, and wants to sell that article or 
horse again, if no better than when he bought the 
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article or horse, lose he must, even supposing he was 
not imposed upon in his purchase. Men who are 
really workmen as riders or drivers buy of dealers, 
because they know that by giving (we will say) their 
lOOZ. for a horse, they can make him worth twice that 
sum. Such men, if wanting a hunter, need not go to 
Tom Smart to buy one ; and for this reason : he buy^i 
made-hunters, gives an unlimited price for them: 
these men can make their own hunters, so are bad 
customers to Tom: but a man who is not a honAJide 
workman cannot do better than go to him ; he will 
give him a horse made to his hands : the only conse- 
quence will be, he has given 150?., and will charge 
them on an average perhaps hOl. for his judgment in 
buying ; and this 50/. a man has a right to pay if he 
wishes to be well carried, and has not judgment of his 
own. Pay Tom a good price, I will answer for it he 
gives you a good hunter, though he is a dealer ^ and 
was not always what he is now: no man knows a 
hunter better than Smart ; and no man (mind me, as 
a dealer) will deal more liberally with you if he finds 
you are disposed to deal liberally with him. I never 
bought a horse of him in my life, nor ever shall : I 
cannot afford it. I have sold horses to him, and a 
good buyer he is. So much for Tom Smart, the 
prince of dealers in hunters. 

I might, be asked by any one willing to pay a good 
price, whether, if he went to a dealer and said he 
wanted a very fine pair of carriage horses, and was 
willing to give a price equal to their merits, he should 
not get such ? I have no hesitation in saying, that if 
he went to a respectable man he would get a pair of 
fine sound horses. I might then be asked, if he went 
and said he wanted as fine a pair of horses as any 
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man in London had, and would give as good a price 
for them, whether he would get them ? I would at 
once answer him (if he was not a judge), certainly 
not. The reply might naturally be, that his money 
was worth as much as any other man's : certainly it 
would be, but his judgment would not ; consequently, 
though the dealer would show him and sell him a fine 
pair of horses, he would not give him as fine a pair of 
horses as any man in London had (supposing the 
dealer to possess such) : and why ? because the dealer 
would know he had shown him a pair quite good 
enough to answer the purpose he wanted them for: 
a pair of more merit would not be properly appreci- 
ated by such a customer, and in fact would be thrown 
away upon him: but above all, as a tradesman, the 
dealer would never give a superior article where an 
inferior one is to be got rid of. 

I think I hear a tradesman, or dealer, or merchant, 
whichever they please to call themselves, in other ar- 
tides, say, " This may be all very well in a horse- 
dealer, but we should not consider it honourable in 
our business." I hear you, Gentlemen. I have not 
said it is honourable in the horse-dealer. You say, you 
should not do so in your business : though not a very 
polite man, I am too polite to contradict you : but, be 
your business what it may, if I want any article in 
which you do deal, and am not a judge of it myself, 
you will, in accordance with the liberal sentiments 
you profess, excuse me if I bring some one with me 
who is, before I buy of you, though I know that 
" Brutus is an honourable man." 

I may now be asked, how the dealer should know 
that his customer is not a judge of horses ? To this 
I make answer, that most men who are, and are men 
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who will give long prices, are perfectly well known to 
all first- rate dealers : consequently, if a stranger enters 
the yard, they know he is not one of them at all 
events. But it may be said he may still be a good 
judge : if he is, the dealer will, in nine cases out of 
ten, detect him at once. There is a kind of free- 
masonry among horsemen, as among gentlemen, that 
enables both to find a kindred spirit in a very short 
time. Let fifty passengers embark in one of our 
steamers for only a twenty-four hours' voyage, before 
one quarter of that time has elapsed it will be found 
that those who are gentlemen have found each other 
out, and naturally congregate and enter into conver- 
sation with each other. Having done this, if there 
are three or four sporting men on board, my life on it 
they also single out themselves. Whatever may be a 
man's favourite piirsuit, some observation is sure 
shortly to detect it. Thus, let two men enter a dealer's 
yard, the one a horseman, the other not, two or three 
observations made by each, perhaps the very first 
made, will show which is which. From this the dealer 
takes his cue, and acts accordingly. Nor indeed is 
any verbal observation necessary. Let the two only 
walk round the stables : the man who is a judge will 
stop opposite and look at only such horses as are of a 
good sort for some purpose ; the other will either in- 
discriminately look at all, good or bad, or very pro- 
bably be taken by the appearance of such nags as the 
other never gave a second look at. Now, though, 
while this is going on, people may not keep an eye on 
the dealer, he is keeping his on them, and a watchful 
one too. This is part of his business. If he is a man 
au fait de son metier^ it will be observed, that, how- 
ever much a dealer may subsequently talk, he seldom 
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says mucli on a stranger first going into his stable. 
He probably touches his hat, civilly opens his doors 
(if shut), and follows him, watchmg, as I have said, 
every cast of the eye and act of his customer: in 
short, he^ feds his man before he ventures to make 
an observation himself: for if, for instance, he was 
to point out some flashy nondescript spider-legged 
wretch to a judge, he would turn round and give him 
a look, as much as to say, " You are either a rogue or 
take me for a fool;" neither of which conclusions it 
is the dealer's interest his customer should draw. On 
the other hand, if he were to particularise a really 
good sort of horse, without such an imposing appear- 
ance in the stable as his showy neighbour, the non- 
judge would draw the same conclusion as the other. 
So, in either case, the dealer would get into a scrape ; 
and for this reason he wisely holds his tongue till he 
finds in what way he should employ it to advantage. 
K from the taciturnity or equivocal conduct of his 
customers the dealer should still have any doubts on 
his mind about them, let the two go into a horse's 
stall to look at him : the thing is settled ; the mere 
manner of doing this decides it. The one, after looking 
scientifically at his horse, speaks to him, and then 
walks decisively at once up to his head, and keeps 
that wary look at his heels and eye as he approaches 
him which experience has taught him is a necessary 
precaution. The very "wo-ho, horse," or "wo-ho, 
my man," as he goes up to him, shows the dealer his 
customer knows what he is about. He now knows 
what to do, and what kind of language to hold. But 
let the other attempt the same thing, he could no 
more do it in the same way than he could fly : he 
would (at least such men generally, I may say inva- 
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riably, do) make his selection out of three ways of 
proceeding : he would be afraid to enter the stall at 
all, but stand squinting round the post, forgetting a 
horse was in the next very likely to resent his pro- 
pinquity to him ; or if he did venture into the staQ, 
he would do so in that hesitating manner that would 
show the horse he was afraid of him, and induce him 
to take some very rough liberties if so inclined ; or he 
would (from not knowing his danger) go so suddenly 
into the stall as to take the horse by surprise, who 
would in return probaWy very much surprise the 
gentleman by his heels or mouth, for his looking to 
see if the rack-chain was loose or on the head collar 
would be out of the question. In either of these last 
cases, I will answer for it he places himself just in 
that situation in the stall that, should a horse strike 
or bite, he is sure to nail my gentleman against the 
standing, or eject him by a very summary process : 
serves him right: he was as much out of his place in 
a dealer's stable as the dealer would be in the Mar- 
chioness of Londonderry's drawing-room. But sup- 
posing so funeste a catastrophe not to have occurred, 
the dealer is by this time satisfied beyond doubt how 
to treat this customer, who, of course, considers him- 
self quite equal to purchase for himself, or he would 
not have gone there. He therefore begins something 
in this strain: "I see, Sir, you are no bad judge; 
you have not picked out a very bad 'un. I saw you 
looked at all the best horses I have.'' Nothing but 
oil runs so smoothly down the back as a little well- 
timed flattery — " I say, Jem," says one of the helpers 
to another, " master's giving him the soap pretty well, 
I thank ye." The soap, however, as Tom elegantly 
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styles it, takes effect, and now, caveat emptor^ or you 
will get pretty well lathered. 

The horse is now ordered out, and we will suppose 
the other is also out by order of the judge. The 
proceedings of the two will have been different even 
while the bridles are putting on. The Muff will 
probably (in as he thinks a knowing way) say, 
"Come, none of your ginger." — "Oh no. Sir," says 
the man, "master nevCT allows it." Muff turns 
round, hums a bar or two of "Ah che forse in tai 
momenti," or a scena in La Sonnambula : while so 
doing, in goes the ginger, and out goes the horse. 
" No want of ginger there, Sir." — Now the other has 
given no such directions ; but, if he objects to it, has 
never taken his eye off the horse : so either allows its 
being done, or prevents it, as he wishes. They now 
severally take a general and cursory view of the horses; 
but from very different reasons. Muff looks gener- 
ally, because he does not know how or where to look 
critically: he perhaps lifts up a foot, because he 
thinks he ought to do so, by which he gains about as 
much information as if he looked into a coal-scuttle« 
If he desires the horse's mouth to be opened, he 
learns by this that there is a tongue there, but 
nothing more- But, let me -tell him, he has really, 
without intending, learned something by this; for, 
though such an idea never entered his head, he might 
have found the horse had lost part of that. He now, 
having seen as much as he would see if he looked for 
a twelvemonth, most probably orders the nagsman to 
mount him, who of course rides him in the way most 
likely to please, either by letting him go quite quietly, 
or making him curvet all down the ride or yard. He 
then desires to ride him himself; orders the stirrups 
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to be lengthened, measures their length by his arm, 
twists his fingers en Dragoon in the mane; motion 
one, two, three, and he is mounted. He rides, look- 
ing at every visible part of himself, for in his opinion 
a very good reason — to see how he looks — and he 
then looks at every visible part of his horse. With 
the investigation of himself, I will answer for it he is 
perfectly satisfied, and with that of the horse, not 
knowing enough to be the reverse : if he has been 
carried easily, he is probably satisfied also. He 
returns : now Tom s master's soap goes to work again : 
** That horse will make you a beautiful charger. Sir: 
there won't be many such in your regiment." — " I 
am not in the army." — "Oh! I beg your pardon, 
Sir, I thought from your riding you was." — {Mem. 
"a civil man this dealer.") — Muff now dismounts; 
the nag goes into the stable, the Gentleman into the 
counting-house, gives his cheque, and is lucky if he 
does not shortly find out that his purse has got one 
in return to a tolerable stiff amount. The Gentleman 
now walks off; but the nagsman has been watching 
him — or the offix^e is given that he is going. He is 
allowed to get to the gate, that the dealer may be 
supposed not to know what is going on, though it 
was very likely himself, who gave the man the signal. 
Up comes nagsman, touches his hat — "Beg your 
pardon. Sir! the nagsman. Sir, if you please!" — 
" Oh, certainly ! " Out comes the purse. Tom sees 
half-a-crown coming out of that. "You've got a 
nice horse. Sir!"— "WeU, I think he is." Out 
follows another shilling. " I pinted out that horse 
to you. Sir, when you came into the stable : I knew 
he would suit you : (another shilling :) I'm glad 
you've got him. Sir " — (no lie this) — " for though he's 
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as quiet as a lamb, he is a high-couraged horse, and 
'tisn't every man can ride him as you can." (Shilling 
the third.) Tom sees the purse closing, so, finding 
soap will do no more, he touches his hat again ; in 
goes the money into his pocket ; in goes his tongue 
into one cheek ; and then in goes Tom with two or 
three companions to the public-house, takes something 
short, and then goes to see what is to be done with 
the other customer, about whom he makes inquiry 
something in this way : " I say, Jem, which way did 
that covey go with t'other horse? Oh, here he 
comes ; he's a wide-awake chap that : I'll pound him ; 
soap won't do with he." 

We left this covey, as Tom in his aristocratic 
language termed him, taking a cursory look at the 
horse. I may be asked why he takes only a cursory 
look at him ? For a very different reason from that 
which induced Muff to do the same thing : he only in 
this stage of the business does this to see how he 
likes his general appearance, for it would be useless to 
take the trouble to minutely examine a horse (a thing 
not to be done in a minute), and then find, on seeing 
him move, that he had no more action than a three- 
legged stool. After therefore having ascertained from 
his general appearance whether he quite likes it or 
not, he sees him run : if he likes it, he does so to 
ascertain whether his action corresponds with his 
looks : if it does not, he saves all trouble by ordering 
him in. This order Tom knows it is useless to hesi- 
tate in obepng, for, as he says, soap persuasion is of 
no use here. If this purchaser should not like much 
the looks of the nag, he orders him to be moved, that 
he may ascertain whether his action is such as to 
make amends for his want of appearance. For this, he 
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does not, as Muff did, direct Tom to mount him : he 
merely says (for such men in these cases deal pretty 
much in monosyllabic terms), " go on, walk," J£ 
this pleases him, or nearly so, he then merely says, 
** run on." When he has seen enough of his trot, on 
the horse returning he holds up his hand : " wo-ho." 
The nag is now placed against the wall : ^^ give him 
the length of his bridle, and let him stand." The 
dealer and his men well know what this means, and 
by this time thoroughly know the sort of customer 
they have to deal with. They see he is, as Tom 
says, wide-awake : they know he will have his own 
way, and see the horse in his own way, or not look at 
him at all. It is true, that if this horse has been but 
two days in the dealer's stable, he has been taught 
his lesson too well not to be kept on the qui vive^ if 
wished, by private signals (not very easy to detect), 
in spite of the man at his head pretending to coax 
him to stand still. But, in Tom's phrase, he knows 
very well that " Wide-awake won't have it ;" so still 
he does stand* And now he examines him in earnest : 
he looks at him, sideways, before and behind, looks 
minutely at those parts of his shape and make that 
indicate the possession or want of powers for the pur- 
pose for which he intends him ; carefully looks and 
ascertains whether he stands well and firmly on his 
legs, and whether they are placed as legs should be : 
he then examines him as to soundness, not merely 
to ascertain whether he is sound at the present 
moment (for the dealer having warranted to such a 
manj the probability is that he is sound), but he looks 
carefully to see whether there is anything that indi- 
cates a disposition to unsoundness, as in that case he 
might be very sound to-day and very unsound in a 
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week's time, without the right to return him. When 
he takes up his foot, he looks at those parts that are 
generaUy the present or future seat of disease: he 
looks at his mouth, and learns all Muff did by so 
doing, and a little more : he does not merely look to 
see if the appearance of the mouth corresponds with 
the age told him, for he pretty well guesses that the 
mouth will naturally (or by artificial means be made 
to) indicate the specified age ; but it is to be certain 
that artificial means have not been resorted to that 
he looks, and this nothing short of a very competent 
judge can detect. Should the horse show much 
unwillingness to allow his mouth to be opened, our 
friend Wide-awake would examine it with double 
scrutiny ; and if he found no tricks had been played 
as to age, he would very naturally infer that balling 
had for some reasons been pretty frequently in use. 
Having done this, looking at the eyes and coughing 
him has of course not been omitted. It is not my 
province to give, if I was capable of it, a treatise on 
eyes, though I do not think I should quite buy a 
blind one; and as to coughing, I must make one 
observation : some horses who have often undergone 
this process become so irritable in the throat that 
they cough the moment it is touched ; others, from 
the same cause, namely practice, can hardly be made 
to cough at aU ; while the thoroughly-sound unprac- 
tised horse, on being tried, gives a fine sound vigorous 
cough, and there ends it : for though a broken-winded 
one may be so dosed and ^^^ as to be made to breathe 
like a sound one for many hours, I defy all the 
lowest thieves of dealers in the world to make him 
cough like a sound one. All these preliminaries 
having been gone through, our friend (as I may very 
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appropriately term him) makes his dernier exami- 
nation by lifting up his horse's tail. Now had Muff 
done this, he would have learned about as much as 
he did by looking in his horse's mouth ; namely, he 
would have seen there was something there: but 
Wide-awake judges by the appearance of what he 
sees there — a something that gives him a shrewd 
guess as to the hardihood of his horse's constitu- 
tion. I am not, however, presuming to write in- 
structions on buying- a horse: I am only showing the 
different modes of trial or purchasing between two 
buyers. 

The liorse is now ordered to be saddled. Wide- 
awake hums no scena from La Sonnambvla or any 
thing else : here he attends to his business on hand, 
follows his horse into the stable, sees him saddled, 
sees he shows no reluctance or vice, and on being 
brought out, and just seeing the stirrups are some- 
where about his length, mounts his horse at once, 
gives him his head, and lets him walk away; tries 
his trot and canter; now comes back, having while 
out privately again looked at his horse when left 
quietly to himself. On returning to the yard, all 
Tom ventures to say will be, " I hope you like him. 
Sir! you found him a good goer, Sirl" The pro- 
bable answer will be, "Yes, I do not dislike his 
riding, and he is a very fair goer." This buyer we 
will suppose also gives his cheque, but, without 
waiting to be waylaid by Tom, goes into the stable, 
and gives iiis half-crown. Tom, however, from habit 
cannot help the " You've got a good horse. Sir," in 
addition to touching his hat. Tom says no more, 
being perfectly aware that all he could say would not 
get a shilling more than he had a right to expect. 
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and what was customary he would get without wast- 
ing his breath. 

I have merely by the above supposed case endea- 
voured to give some idea of the very different proba- 
bilities there are of two persons — the one a judge and 
the other not so — getting what they want at the 

hands of a dealer I must add, in anything — 

and to show how soon the novice and the judge are 
detected. That the novice will be detected at once 
is quite clear ; but I will further add, if a man accus- 
tomed to look at horses was to wish to pass for one 
who was not, I do not believe he could do it ; a some- 
thing, an habitual mannerism would detect him : in 
short, neither party could do anything like the other. 
Such men as the Marquis of Abercom and Lord 
Lonsdale would both probably show the same refined 
manners at their own tables, and be equally at home 
at a Levee ; but the former could no more look at a 
pack of fox- hounds or a stable of hunters in the same 
way as the latter would, than the latter's coach-maker 
could act the part of his noble customer either as 
host or guest. You could no more tell a man how 
to act the part of a horseman than you could tell him 
how to act that of a Gentleman : you may tell him 
not to commit such atrocities as to eat with his knife, 
wipe his hands on the table-cloth in lieu of his 
napkin, eat his soup with his spoon lengthways 
instead of sideways, or to literally wash his mouth in 
his finger glass ; but he will not even sit down on his 
chair like a Grentleman if he is not one ; nor will a 
novice even walk through a stable like a man used to 
do so. Habit must give the air of both. If a vulgar 
man will thrust himself among Gentlemen, he is sure 
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to be detected and shunned; and if a man, unac- 
customed to the thing, will go and purchase for him* 
self, he is likewise certain to be detected, and imposed 
upon. If I have convinced those of this who were 
not before aware of it, I shall have the satisfaction of 
knowing I have done some good. 

I have only as yet supposed men going to reputable 
dealers : how people may get off in going to those 
who are not so shall be a further consideration ; and 
if my Reader will so far honour me, we will perhaps 
walk together and take a peep into a commission- 
stable and a public repository — not intending to say 
anything in general disparagement of either of the 
last-mentioned places when conducted by men of 
probity ; but it may do no harm to know and to keep 
in our recollection what we are exposed to, supposing 
(of course only just barely supposing) the owner not 
to be quite immaculate. 

I left the two Gentlemen (each of whom I have been 
rude enough to distinguish as Muff and Wide-awake) 
having purchased their horses — we will now drop the 
sobriquet^ and in more decent terms designate the 
non-judge as Mr. A., and the judge as Mr. B., and 
will suppose each to have had his purchase six weeks, 
by which time a tolerably fair estimate may be sup- 
posed to have been formed of their respective worth 
after being used in a moderate way. We shall thus 
see how each of these Gentlemen stands so far as re- 
gards their prospects in a pecuniary point of view — 
whether they may wish to dispose of their horses 
again, or keep them. I do not mean to say the con- 
clusion we shall come to will invariably be the case ; 
but I will answer for it that to two men (of similar 
habits to each of these) in nine cases out of ten the 
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result will be very near the one I shall in this bring 
it to. 

We will not here enter on the subject of grooms, 
on whose qualifications as stablemen of course much 
of the well-doing of a horse depends, but will suppose 
each Gentleman to have a good servant. It would be 
useless to suppose each to have a bad one ; for, though 
it might be quite possible for Mr. A. not to have a 
good groom, we may depend upon it Mr. B. would 
not have a bad one ; so we will conclude them to be 
both good ; but we may be pretty certain they will 
not be equally good, for two reasons : first, Mr. A. is 
of course no better judge of a good stableman than he 
is of a good horse, while Mr. B. is an equally compe- 
tent one of the qualities of either. And further, Mr. 
A. probably leaves every thing to his groom, or, if he 
does interfere, his directions as to stable management 
will probably keep pace with his judgment in buying : 
so, supposing his servant to know his business, his 
horses derive no more benefit from it than if he did 
not. Thus, under any circumstances, they will not be 
as well managed as Mr. B.'s, who leaves nothing of 
importance to his groom, or at least not without a 
watchful eye that it is properly done : so that, had he 
taken a man from the plough-tail, he must imder his 
eye become a good servant ; that is, he will learn to 
handle his wisp, brush, and duster properly and like 
a stableman, and not to spare his labour, otherwise B. 
would very soon spare him. When he knows this, 
and knows how to feed, water, and exercise horses as 
may be directed, he knows quite as much as I ever 
wish a groom to know. There is another thing, how- 
ever, he must learn, and this Mr. B. would soon teach 
him ; namely (like a soldier), to obey orders without 
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presuming to ask why or wherefore they are given. 
The moment he is allowed to give his opinion, he is 
spoiled : defend me from a knowing'groom ! If I was 
engaging a man, and he told me he could attend horses 
without a veterinary surgeon if they wanted one, I 
should reject him at once. God help the horses ! they 
never would be without a ball, drench, or powder in 
their stomachs. This sort of knowledge may be very 
well (in a very Umited way) for a stud groom who has 
20 or 30 hunters under his care ; but then I should 
take care that Barbadoes aloes, soap, a few carmina- 
tives, some nitre, a little soap liniment, goulard, and 
a little dressing or hot stopping for the feet, consti- 
tuted his pharmacopoeia. If he began talking of 
calomel, arsenic, alteratives, absorbents, digestives, 
sudorifics, &c., the moment he had done, I should 
have done with him. Let him see that his men under 
him strap : if a horse is amiss, let him report at head- 
quarters that he is so: I will answer for it my 
monthly report of the state of my stable is better 
than that of those who trust to one of these vete- 
rinary grooms. 

Both horses have now been had the six weeks, so 
we will have a look at them, beginning with A.'s 
nag* Being fat when bought, he concluded he 
wanted nothing but work to get him into condition. 
Certainly not ; nothing but work to get him into 
bad condition : it has got his flesh off, and he is 
lighter, it is true ; so would a pound of butter be if 
we exposed it to the kitchen fire : I have no doubt 
many dealers' horses might be melted down by the 
same process. I have never tried this, not being an 
experimentalist, and having an old-fashioned plan of 
my own for doing it by other means. But others 
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may try it, and should it succeed, I shall have done 
as much in my way by the suggestion to save time as 
Brunei or Stephenson by steam. For here we buy a 
horse long in his coat perhaps, certainly fat as a bul- 
lock : but the time of getting into condition will only 
be according to the meltmian not Melt<?nian plan, as 
follows : viz., to melting twelve hours, clipping ditto ; 
so in twenty-four hours we have a horse in hunting 
condition. What a bungler I must be ! I never got 
a fat horse from a dealer's stable into condition under 
half as many weeks. I do not mean to say Mr. A. 
has been quite so quick in his operations ; but 1 will 
answer for him he has brought his horse to a most 
comfortable state of inward debility, and, in point of 
outward appearance, no bad representative of a Malay- 
cock stripped of his feather. Dea belles plumes font 
des beaiuc oiseaux : so we are told, and a great many 
plumes give the appearance of a plump oiseau : so a 
great deal of fat on a horse often stands good in some 
people's eyes for very little muscle. Take away that 
fat, we then find we have got the long Malay-looking 
gawk of a beast I have similarised : but, worse than 
this, getting fat ofi^ by work when the frame is not 
hard enough to bear it reduces muscle also. So, 
deficient as the horse ever was we will suppose in that 
particular, he has been made ten times worse than he 
would have been by injudicious treatment. There 
he stands, wasted; what little flesh he has on him 
soft as hasty-pudding; spiritless from constitutional 
weakness, and with, in stable language, his belly up 
to his back-bone : for though a horse blown out with 
mashes and warm water, and his ribs well covered 
with fat, may look in good proportion, it may be 
found, when stripped of this fat, that his ribs run 
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backwards something like the strings of a harp, and 
may probably be about as long as those that make 
the high notes on that instrument — a diminution that 
Bochsa will probably approve for a harp, but which I 
do not consider quite so desirable in a horse. 

Let us now see what B. has been at with his pur- 
chase. I will be bound to say A. did more with his 
in the way of wasting in a fortnight than B. did in a 
month, though he had probably given him three q. s. 
doses of physic in the time. Here he comes, light- 
ened too of all unnecessary avoirdupois, but cutting 
rather a different figure, — in high spirits from vigour 
of constitution^ his eye like those of the gazelle — I 
had almost said of the fair Theobald herself; his 
muscles, now relieved from any superfluous appen- 
dage, beautifully developed ; showing a form that in 
the horse indicates what that of Mr. Jackson, so well 
known in the pugilistic world, did in his palmy days 
in a man — strength, courage, and activity. Yes, as 
a boy, I well remember Jackson the beau ideal of a 
fine man, though not then a young one — of course 
never a fine gentleman, but a fine fellow, and no 
small share of the gentleman in him either. 

Mais revenons a nos mouions. Here is one horse, 
in trade language, certainly fifty per cent, of less 
value than when bought ; the other, to say the least, 
thirty per cent, better ; and why ? A fine eye with 
fine judgment saw what the one horse would become ; 
whereas the want of both prevented the other pur- 
chaser seeing what the other horse would degenerate 
into: added to which is to be the treatment after- 
wards. The different position of these two Gentlemen 
after purchase will show why men who know nothing 
of what they are about universally abuse horse-dealers, 
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while the man who does know what he is doing does 
not, but estimates them by a proper scale : he knows, 
as tradesmen, they will impose where they can. I 
should deserve to be imposed upon if I went to a 
linen-draper to buy window-curtains instead of send- 
ing my wife, when, God knows, though I have heard 
the names, I do not know book-muslin from lawn. 
The only excuse I could have for entering the shop 
would be a pair of bright eyes behind the counter ; 
and then I should get a double refined dig as to price, 
and well worth the money too : she would sport from 
the extra five shillings, a new ribbon on Sunday: 
whether a better or worse, it would be a different 
heart to mine that would grudge it to her. Now if a 
horse-dealer gets you into his stable, and you get the 
worst of it (which you certainly will if not a judge), 
he gives it you, as if he considered you a gentle- 
man, to a gentlemanlike amount. But the master 
dealer in jaconets and lenos, or whatever he calls them, 
entices you in by a Brobdignagian two, and two or 
three Lilliputian figures afterwards, something in this 
way, 2s-2*d. — ^^ latter in pencil ; and on going into 
his shop, tells you, on your throwing down six shil- 
lings for three yards of quite new or jiLst outj ^' Oh 
Sir, 2^. 2^rf. ; but it is not what I recommend gentle- 
men like you (you will find Tom's soap here also), 
I have a beautiful article (a nice article he is) at 
Ss. 6d. : " so, blushing for being taken ip, and laughed 
at by half a dozen little wicked devils with ringlets 
shaking at you, you pay 10*. Qd. for what is worth 
the price you expected to pay, viz. six shillings. Con- 
found the fellow ! Though I allowed myself to be 
done by the little Briseis with the radiant eyes, I do 
not bargain for the same in return for looking at his 
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greenish, greyish, half-squinting, wholly suspicious 
looking ogles ! Besides, there is a meanness in the 
thing, a kind of low petty-larceny sort of cheating 
that disgusts one. Not but that I give him all credit 
for being willing to impose on me to any amount if 
he could ; but what I hate the fellow for is, cheating 
for so small a consideration !■ That man's soul would 
never be " above buttons." 

To sum up the whole, I allow horse-dealers to be 
roguish enough : they know that in a general way I 
think them so; but my bootmaker, tailor, butcher, 
and baker know I think them so too, and never did 
trust to their honour ; and lest they should bring the 
joke against me, I bring it against myself. Since the 
partial abolishment of confinement for debt took place, 
they won't trust to mine : they are quite right : I be- 
gan the game by never trusting to them, and, what 
is more, please God I never will. One thing I have 
found from their not trusting me — that at the end of 
the week two-thirds of everj^hing do for the same 
family that used to be booked to my account when 
my bills were paid quarterly, or, I must allow oftener, 
half-yearly. Very odd this ; for of course these ho- 
nourables furnished all that was put down in the bills. 
But if, as some people say, all tradesmen are more 
honest than horse-dealers, then what out-and-out su- 
perfine double-refined XXX rascals all horse-dealers 
must be ! As, however, I know this is not the case, 
why in that case the true case is this : if you purchase 
with judgment, you will do, buy of whom you may : 
if you do not, buy of whom you may or what you 
may, in that case your case will be in the wrong box. 
We will now bid adieu to A. and B. and their horses, 
whom I have only introduced to show why men know- 
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ing nothing about horses abuse horse-dealers more than 
they do any other tradesmen. The fact is, such men, 
knowing less of horses than of other articles they 
purchase, lose more by them, and consequently always 
attribute their losses to their having been taken in by 
the dealer in them: but the truth is, they are only 
not as much taken in by other dealers, because they 
are better judges of the articles they deal in : if they 
were not, they would be equally taken in by them. 

We must recollect that Messrs. A. and B. are sup- 
posed to have gone to a Tespectable man, who in no 
way deceived either (no great thanks to him, it may 
be said, as regards B.) : but no matter ; the other was 
not taken in : the two horses perhaps cost originally 
the same price in a fair, the difference between them 
only being, one, like Pindar's razors, was " made to 
5^K," the other to use. If you choose to buy a glass- 
imitation stick as a curiosity, well and good : but if you 
mean to walk or ride with it, you must not be angry 
with the shopman for selling it you. B. would pro- 
bably buy a good ground-ash for his purpose, and 
inwardly smile at your choice : possibly he did so when 
A. bought the horse. 

We will now mention a second class of dealer. By 
these I do not mean men of more or less honesty than 
those who fly at higher game : the same principle acts 
on both. By second class, I mean men who deal in 
horses ranging from SOL to QOL a-piece. Such men are 
found in numbers in the more eastern parts of London 
and the City. These men we may occasionally even 
now see dressed, as a horse-dealer ought to be, in his 
single-breasted coat and top-boots, with his whip in 
his hand ; not like his customers, in satin cravats and 
waistcoats, which give him the appearance of a dealer 
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in such articles ; for if he fancies they give him that 
of a gentleman, he most wofully deceives himself. It 
draws on him the ridicule of those who merely abstain 
from expressing their disgust at the imperfect and 
impertinent attempt at imitation, from the feeling 
that the noticing his dress would be a matter of su« 
pererogation, the immeasurable distance between them 
being such as to render it of no importance. The 
dealer, however, who has sense enough by a proper 
appearance, a straightforward but respectful manner, 
to show he is willing to pay a proper respect to his 
superiors, will always command that respect from 
them that is due to every man whose conduct deserves 
it, be his situation what it may. Mat Milton was not, 
God knows, ever very courteous in his manners ; but 
gentlemen do not want politeness in a horse-dealer, 
they only ask civility. 

An attempt at politeness from a tradesman is im- 
pertinence : he might as well take a lady's hand to 
help her to her carriage. I can mention a glorious 
bit of impertinence that took place a few weeks since 
on the part of one of our 1844 dealers. A gentleman 
went into his yard : the miUe-Jleurs-scented herma- 
phrodite gentleman-dealer was arranging his well- 
oiled curls at the moment, (quite mauvais ton of his 
customer not to wait till he had completed the interest- 
ing occupation,) though he had gone through this cere- 
mony every hour. Instead of showing his stables and 
horses, this puppy turned on his heels, and addressing 

his foreman, said, " Mr. ," (mind the Mister I) — 

" this gentleman wants to look at a horse ! " To make 
any remarks on his conduct to such a man would be 
quite useless : he would turn a deaf ear to all remon- 
strance. I in no shape mean to say that a horse- 
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dealer would be more respected from his manners 
being coarse or vulgar, or that his dress should be 
that of a cow-dealer ; quite the reverse : his address 
may be that of a gentleman, and his dress also, with- 
out any offence to any one: but let that dress be ap- 
propriate to his pursuits, and if he is fortunate enough 
to have something of the address of the gentleman, he 
will not make it more so by attempting the puppy- 
dandy gentleman, a character by the by now nearly 
exploded among men of family and &shion: it is, 
therefore, perhaps not so inappropriate as I at first 
stated.it to be in certain horse-dealers in contradis- 
tinction. I know no man whose dress and address 
were always more in character with his pursuits in 
life than Mr. John Shackell, of Oxford Street ; always 
in good taste : and let any man point him out to a 
stranger as a country gentleman, neither his appear- 
ance nor maimers would induce you to doubt his being 
so ; and Beau Shackell was always a bit of a Count 
too, was a very good-looking, not to say handsome 
man, and biew it: but I never saw him sport satin 
(among his horses at least). I have known men take 
a copy of his dress as a riding one, but I never knew 
an instance of his forgetting himself so far as to copy 
that of any one of his customers, and then wear it in 
his yard. 

Let us return to our dealer in proper dress, if such 
a one is now to be found, or at all events to a man 
who is not a would-be gentleman. The customers of 
such men lie a good deal I should say among young 
City men, who sport their hack or buggy with the 
knowledge and consent of the Governor, and fre- 
quently their hunter without. Our dealer, knowing 
these are safe men, lets them have the latter, and pay 
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for him at their own convenience. This induces the 
young Nimrod to swear by bell, book, and candle, 
that Bray (as we will call our dealer) is the best and 
honestest fellow in the world : so Bray supplies the 
Governor also with what horses he wants. I men- 
tioned the name of Bray by chance, as I might have 
done any other : but as it is always pleasant to say a 
good word where one can, I had many years back 
some dealings with a Bray (I mean Aaron Bray) for 
buggy horses, and no man could have behaved better 
as to them, nor with greater civility than he always 
did, and now does whenever I see him. From what 
little I know of him, I wish he had made a fortune. 
I suspect it to be rather difficult to say which dealer 
has ; for we must not trust to appearances. 

The way in which many people always lose money 
by buying horses from dealers, whether high or low 
ones, is of course that they give more than the value 
of the horses they buy of them. Provided they lose, 
it may be said it matters little from what cause it 
arises ; but as I always like to look into causes, whe* 
ther eflTects are beneficial to me or the reverse, per- 
haps others may do the same ; but, where the effect 
may be the same, it in no way follows the cause is the 
same also. In buying a first-rate horse from a first- 
rate dealer, you give too much, for this reason, he 
gave too much for him at first for any purpose ; but 
to sell, he charges you perhaps half as much more; 
so when he is sold to you, in dealer's slang, "he won't 
want selling again." If you must not lose by him the 
deuce is in it. Be he as good as represented (and per- 
haps he is), you gave too much, unless indeed he 
turns up trumps; but the odds are much greater 
against horses doing so than cards. 
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Now in buying horses of second-rate dealers, you 
also give too much : but this (of course I speak in a 
general way) much more frequently arises from the 
horse not turning out what you expect* A really 
fine horse, with fine action and in fine condition, 
cannot be much improved by all that can be done to 
him ; but a rather plain horse with moderate action 
can be wonderfully altered in his natural appearance 
when shown ; so you run much more risk of being 
disappointed in such horses after you have got them 
than in superior ones. 

The first-rate dealer's horses, in his language, 
" want no selling ; " they will " sell themselves : " the 
second-rate dealer's will not, so he must sell them. 
The first-rate dealer has only to talk you into pricey 
for as to the horse, as he might probably tell you, 
"you can't mistake him;" now the other has to talk 
you into price and horse too. Here I am only speaking 
of young untried horses, and how far the appearance 
of the two may afterwards correspond with your 
ideas of them when shown to you. Allow that on 
being brought home you have given ten pounds too 
much for a forty-five pound horse : as he is just ajs 
likely to be sound as the other, and equally likely to 
turn out good for the purpose he is wanted, you still 
have 35/. for your 45/. Should he turn out but 
badly, he must be bad indeed if he will not bring 
25/. ; so there is but 20/. lost, though you were dis- 
appointed in his looks and goodness : whereas should 
the other look as well as he did, and also disappoint 
you, the loss will in no shape merely be in proportion. 
If it would, it would merely be that each buyer lost 
according to his means and capital : but it would not, 
and for this reason : the dealer in lower-priced horses 
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is more careful in buying ; first, because he cannot 
afford to speculate so largely on looks as the other, 
knowing his customers will not : so he gives no more 
than he knows his horse is worth, and therefore can 
afford to sell to you at something like his value : the 
other charges you twice what he is worth even if he 
turns out well. Thus, though, as I have said, the 
inferior horse may disappoint you the most as to 
looks on a second inspection, and you see you have 
paid somewhat too much, the other will disappoint 
you three times as much in point of his price. Good 
or bad, in either case you will most probably lose ; 
but your risk in bujring an untried horse of the first 
class of a fashionable dealer is truly awfiil, even if he 
does not deceive you so far as the horse goes. These 
ridiculous prices have been chiefly brought on by 
dealers (who have capital) supplying horses on credit : 
their customers don't care what they give, and, com- 
paratively speaking, the dealer therefore don't care 
what he gives to supply them. Go into one of their 
stables, they will not open their mouths under 150?. 
Men willing to pay, and not judges, so constantly 
hear of these prices, that they really fancy nothing is 
to be got under ; so they give it also : if they will, 
the dealer is a fool if he does not make them do so. 

Let me tell gentlemen also, that in the stables of 
second-rate respectable dealers they will very fre- 
quently find the identical horse they had been asked 
150/. for, standing for sale at 70/., about as much as 
ever should have been asked for him : not that he is 
a shilling worse than he was three months since ; but 
he has got into a stable where every customer is not 
an 150-pounder ; nor does its master give quite such 
unlimited credit : neither does he (like the first-rate 
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dealer) talk of his champagne to customers, some of 
whom, being deeply dipped with him, bear with his 
impertinence (I pity the man who is). A nobleman 
taking champagne at the table of a flash horse-dealer 
Is, I conceive, an occurrence more to be "honoured in 
the breach than the performance ;" but a refusal might 
for sundry reasons be made unpleasant to His Lord- 
ship : so, as I give him credit for feeling the " per- 
formance" unpleasant, it is something like a dose of 
physic, neither pleasant in the breach nor the per- 
formance, so the sooner it is got rid of the better. 
From such dealers as do not advertise " fifty young 
sound fresh horses from Horncastle fair," we may 
also get horses of whose merits, when we come to use 
them, we may judge from their having been at work : 
so it is our own fault if we are much deceived in them ; 
for though we are not in the hands of one of the High- 
flyers, we are in those of a respectable man (we mean 
by and by to have a look at the regular coper who 
lives by screws). From respectable middling dealers, 
numbers of good horses, and good hunters too, are to 
be got ; and if a man wants a horse to go to worky he 
is much more likely to suit himself with them than 
with the generality of those who deal in higher-priced 
horses ; for if the latter only get fashionable-looking 
ones, their object is attained. 

A purchaser should always bear in mind what it is 
that brings horses to moderate prices : it is in the 
generality of cases one of these drawbacks — want of 
beauty, want of action, want of soundness, or want of 
temper ; for if a horse is perfectly sound, free from 
all vice, has beauty and fine action, he cannot be 
bought of any dealer under a high figure. Still such 
a horse certainly may be purchased for nearly half 
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the sum of one dealer than he can of another, and for 
this reason : one dealer has not so many customers 
who give enormous prices as the other has; so he 
must sell at less prices, or not seU at all. Some 
ladies fancy they cannot get "a love of a shawl" 
unless they go to the most expensive house to buy it. 
The prayers of the sinfiil are never heard : I have 
cursed two or three of these establishments for " loves of 
things" to their hearts' content ; but, confound them ! 
there they stand, and while they do I suppose our 
wives will go to them ; and so will certain men pay 
much more for their horses than they need do, because 
they also come from a particular establishment. 

I have, I remember, in an early part of these 
" Hints," said that a man knowing little of horses 
will in the end probably find a respectable dealer the 
best source whence to supply himself. I say so again ; 
but the term respectable may perhaps bear a different 
import in different people's mind. I mean, by a 
respectable man, one who values his character too 
much to commit acts incompatible with the character 
of being as fair in his dealings as we may expect any 
trader to be; but I do not consider respectability 
involves the necessity of imitating Lord Chesterfield 
in the colour or tie of his cravat. Cravats at a pound 
apiece will not last for ever, nor will a case of cham- 
pagne. If these are not paid for by the user out of a 
PRIVATE fortune, they must be paid for by some one 
else. " What good-natured people they must be who 
do pay for them ! " A man may say, and with truth, 
he wants a fine horse, and does not know where to 
get him but somewhere where satin is worn ; perhaps 
he does not know where else to get him. I dare say 
he does not ; but there are plenty of men who do, and 
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a man must be badly off for friends if he cannot find 
one who will take this trouble for him. But then the 
money must be forthcoming; promises or "bits of 
stiff" won't do for men who will take a reasonable 
profit, and want their money to go to market with ; 
for " bits of stiff'* won't do there either. 

A friend of mine, who is a very fair judge of a 
horse, two years since merely wanted one to carry 
him safely and pleasantly on the road : he rides heavy, 
is a liberal man, so was willing to pay a liberal price, 
and he did so (very considerably more than a hun- 
dred). The horse did not suit him, though what 
the dealer said of him could not be contradicted (for 
pleasantness in riding is rather a vague and indefinite 
expression, depending so much on ideas as to what is 
pleasant). He was immediately changed: money 
changed hands also, of coubse. The new purchase 
did not suit either; was most civilly (I beg the 
dealer's pardon for the term as applied to him) — 
well, then, most politely — changed also, and the 
difference in price as politely taken. This went on 
till my friend, despairing of getting a riding-horse, 
and wanting a match carriage-horse, took one, I 
believe, thijs time without giving money, and he got a 
fair useful ordinary carriage-horse. He told me 
some time afterwards, that, on looking to his memo- 
randa, he had given, first cost and differences of 
exchange, an amount during the time that made this 
carriage-horse stand him in a trifle over 600?,, and 
he is a man who strictly adheres to the truth. 
" Champagne for ever ! " ' 

I have said that many men are really at a loss 
where to find a horse if they want him. These are 
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only xnen who never bu j a horse but as they do a 
dinner*8ervice, namely, when the one is broken, or a 
change of fa&hion induces th^n to do so. If a man 
is known as a connoisseur in pictures,, or bronzes, or 
books, he is at no loss where to find them ; he need 
not even seek them. The dealers in such articles will 
take very good care he shall not be ; but, on the con- 
trary, will wait on Mr. or his Lordship the 

moment they think they have got any thing they can 
persuade him to buy. So it is vdth horses. If the 
Marquess of Ax^lesey wanted a park-horse or a 
charger, or the kte Lord Seflon a carriage-horse 
(both as jGlrstrrate judges of these different horses as 
of things that require a more refined taste to be a 
judge of) — these noblemen need not hunt dealers^ 
stables for horses. In the first place, the pad groom 
or the coachman will soon let it be known in the right 
quarter that my Lord has room for a horse: the 
dealers know to a hair what horse wjUQ suit each} 
they know it would be useless to shjdw or send any 
other, and they further know tiiey must not play 
tricks here; the connexion, the being able to say 
they supply such men, is too great an advantage to 
risk the losa of; and, though they know they wUl be 
paid a liberal price, they also know they wiU not be 
paid a ridiculous one. They know, if a horse cannot 
handle his legs like TagUoni, the Marquess won't ride 
him ; and, unless his pace and action were first-rate 
they knew Lord Seffcon would not have driven him. 

A dealer requires a good deal of tact to act the 
best for his own interest with his different customers. 
With some of these his business is to literally suit 
and please them, that they may say they buy horses 
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of such-and-such men, and they have always behaved 
well and fairly. Now they would not say they were 
treated fairly if the horses they bought did not 
6ENEBALLT auswer their expectations; and they 
would be right in saying so, because they would not, 
like the bad judge, buy what by nature was inappro- 
priate to the purpose wanted: so the not suiting 
would proceed from some hidden fault or fiuHng, not 
from the evident want of judgment in the selection. 
The dealer knows this, and consequently, knowing 
that in such cases he has no excuse, is very careful 
in selling. Such men barring the risk inseparable 
from purchasing untried horses, generally do not 
get disappointed: when they are, they are sensible 
and liberal enough to blame, if blame is due, and not 
to censure where censure would be injustice. In the 
event of a horse not answering their purpose, they 
would send for or go to the dealer, and something 
like the following remarks would probably take 
place : — " Well, Collins," (we wiU say Cc^lins as well 
as any other name,) ^Hhat horse does not turn out as 
weU as WB expected." — " I'm sorry for it, my Lord : " 
(in this case he is so :) ^^ I hope you fouzid him as 
near as I could judge what I told your Lordship."— 
^^ Yes, I have no fault to find ; he is sound and quiet, 
and goes well ; but he is a jade, and, after going a 
dozen miles, he is not worth a ^rthing." — {Mem. one 
of the blessings of buying young fresh horses!) — 
^< I shall be most happy, my Lord, to change him for 
any thing in my staUes ; or, if there is nothing there 
your Lordship likes, I will look out immediately, and 
you will perhaps be kind enough, my Lord, to drive 
the brute till I have got what will suit your Lord' 
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ship.'^ He either supplies another from his stable, or 
hunts for one in others; and in all probability he 
suits his noble purchaser* Now, though I never 
recommend any one to change a horse with a dealer 
when he has once been deceived, in this case my 
Lord did quite right in going back to the same dealer, 
for he had not been deceived by him : the only decep- 
tion was. in the horse : he had deceived both dealer 
and purchaser; and such cases must occasionally 
occur with many young horses, which sometimes beat 
the best judgment. 

In the case I have alluded to, the dealer would not 
ask a shilling for the exchange (provided of course 
that his customer takes a horse of the same class) : 
but his Lordship, unsolicited, hands him probably, 
when suited, a ten-pound note for his trouble and 
civility. This is as the thing should be : the dealer 
has made a fair profit, and acted the part of a respect- 
able man, while his customer has not forgotten he is 
a nobleman. 

Now there is another sort of customer that it is 
the dealer's interest neither to take in, nor offend, nor 
suit This customer buys on his own judgment; 
consequently never is, or probably never will be 
suited till he gets some other person to buy for him. 
He cannot blame the dealer so long as the horses are 
sound and free from vice ; nor will he of course blame 
himself : he attributes it all to ill luck. This man is 
a regular income to the dealer, who of course makes 
his market of him, and still retains his own character 
and the good opinion of his customer. This sort of 
men, like trout, only want a little tickling, and will 
be had just as easily. Now the dealer understands 
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tickling, so makes sure of his fish, and does him (as 
all cooks should do their fish) a nice brown. 

There are of course various classes of dealers de- 
scending to the lowest : but we must not seek out aU 
these: neither my space nor my readers' patience, 
would admit of this ; we will therefore at once make 
acquaintance with the low dealer — and a very low 
and dangerous acquaintance he is. Of these there 
are various sorts ; but I hope I shall not be considered 
to confound the dealer, who, being low in pocket, can 
only deal in low-priced horses, and but few of them 
perhaps, with the regular organised scoundrel, low in 
manners, low in pursuits, and still lower in principle. 
There are many decent and respectable men who can 
only keep two or three 20Z. or SOL horses, that are quite 
as worthy of confidence as their more opulent brethren. 
These men ride their own horses about the streets, 
show them to their customers, and often act as useful 
middle men in finding horses for them, if their own 
circumscribed means will not enable them to do so 
from their own stable. These are probably young 
men beginning with a capital of 50?., or dealers who 
have seen better days. 

The men I designate as low dealers are of various 
other sorts, of which I will mention, first, the 
thoroughly low, half pig-jobbing, half horse-dealing- 
looking vagabond, with a greasy macintosh, a pair 
of mahogany-coloured top-boots, a red worsted com- 
forter round his neck, arriving with his confederate in 
a wretched gig, with the still more wretched lame, 
spavinous anatomy of a good one drawing it. These 
fellows are to be seen in every fair. They do not go 
there like the respectable man, certain to buy if the 
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fidr produces what he wants : they certainly do mean 
to buy if what they want presents itself, that is, if by 
means of the rascality, buUying, bls^ikguardism, and 
united efforts of themselyes and their worthy coad- 
jutors, they can cajole or bully any one out of his 
horse fior little or nothing, doing also a little business 
in selling a regular flat-catcher at five times his 
worth. They are also ready to do any bit of rascality 
for another deaW, which he, although a rogue, is not 
open-faced rascal enough to do for himself. To such 
fellows dealers often entrust the sale of something 
they may have by them that is too bad to own ; yet 
will you find people weak enough to buy of such 
fellows a horse for 20/. that any one could see, who 
could see at all, would be worth 60/. if he were half 
what they represented him to be, A man may be 
taken in by a respectable and fair-dealing exterior; but 
I do not think I ever saw one of these fellows but on 
whose countenance was written rascal as legibly as 
we see written Dr. £ady or Warren's Blacking on the 
different walls. 

These fellows will be seen either bustling about a 
fair, or planting themselves at what they call 
" Catch'em Corner," which means some spot where 
every horse paraded in the fair must pass them. 
Here they stop every one, and ascertain the price 
asked for him. Should they be asked 60/., they will 
laugh outright, ask if the person thinks them fools, 
or say, " Ask me 20/., and I'll talk to you." This, 
though they have no idea of buying the horse, they 
do for these reasons : it can do them no harm ; no 
one knows what an owner may take rather than not 
sell ; and they know it does what it is their business 
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to do, throws a damp on the seller's hopes. He had 
perhaps made up his xnind, if he found he could not 
do better, to take ten or fifteen pounds less than he 
asked ; and, had they talked of forty instead of sdxty^ 
he would consider either he asked twenty too much, 
or that they wanted to get his horse at too little^ 
But to be told to ask twenty (which of course means 
that less would be o^red (if he did) for a sixty-pound 
nag) is such a choker, that the owner (if he is not 
used to such things) hardly knows whether he or his 
horse stand on their heads or heeb. He cannot 
conceive any man would have the impudence to make 
such a remark unless he had seen something radically 
bad about the horse that had escaped the owner's 
notice. He is almost tempted to look at his horse's 
eyes to asoertain whether he has gcooie blind. Now 
if one of these worthies peroeiTe any thing of this, 
though, when he courteously begged to be asked 202., 
he had not the remotest idea he should get him^ he 
now begins to think the thing, though still impro- 
bable, by no means imposdble, and as, if he fails, it will 
cost him nothing, he resolves to ^Hry it on;" and 
something like the £Dllowing very refined remark will 
probably be made to some other wortiy : " I say, 
Jack, I think the gammon fits a bit, don't it ?" ^^ Go 
after Johnny, and tell him I want to show him the 
Queen's face." 

From this moment our respectable acquaintance 
and his friend determine that they will have the 
horse, or that he shall not be sold at all. They cer- 
tainly cannot determine he shall be theirs; but if they 
set about it, they certainly will, in nineteen cases out 
of twenty, prevent his being bou^t by any one else. 
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It may be fifty to one against their getting him; 
but if in one case in fifty they do succeed, it is all in 
their favour, for spoiling the sale of forty-nine horses 
costs them nothing, and getting the fiftieth is all 
znoney in their pockets. Conscience they have none; 
so the virtually robbing, or, to use a milder term, 
spoiling the market of forty-nine persons to the tune 
of hundreds, is nothing in their estimation, if it gains 
them twenty, ten, or five pounds, ay, or five shillings. 
But how can they spoil the sale, may be asked? 
Very easily ; and this is one of the hundred ways in 
which they do it. 

People are always more prone to Ikten to any 
censure than they are to praise of any thing. A bit 
of scandal always goes down. Ay, blush, fellow man, 
when I assert that it does so even when scandal is 
levelled at lovely woman : there is a devilish sort of 
pleasure mankind has in hearing other persons or 
their property abused. Bochefoucault was not much 
out when he said, H y a gudqvs chose dans les mal- 
heurs de nos meUleurs amis qui ne nous diplait pas. 
He knew human, I might say inhuman, nature ; one 
word said in dispraise wiU go farther in biassing men's 
mnds, than twenty said in commendation — whether 
it be in the case of a horse, a woman's character, or 
Captain Warner's invisible annihilator. 

The worthy pair I have just mentioned having 
half persuaded the owner, and quite persuaded many 
others, that there is something wrong about the 
horse (for the opinion or even insinuation of a third 
party will in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred go 
further in persuading people that a horse has some 
fault than all the owner can say to the contrary) — 
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they how seek a little adjunct in the servant. If he 
is a fool, they really do satisfy him the horse is worth 
little more than they have offered ; and then letting 
him know that a couple of sovereigns will be his if 
they buy, in no way of course tends to induce him to 
alter this opinion; and he then begins to recommend 
his master to sell if possible* Should they, however, 
find the man has sense enough not to be their dupe, 
they then try his honesty and bid high ; and I fear 
on this tack they too often succeed. Having paved 
the way in either case to the assistant ofices of the 
servant, their game is now to appear to have given 
up all wish for the horse, which one of them, however, 
keeps a sharp eye on, and also on every one they see 
even looking at. him. Should any one seem disposed 
to do this, the fellow on the watch accosts him — 
** Nice nag that, Sir, to look at J / was pretty near 
putting my foot in it with him." — " Why," says the 
looker-on, "is any thing the matter with him?" — 

" Oh no, not for some people ; bvt " And he 

walks away, imitating a lame horse. This is enough ; 
the looker-on thanks his stars he was not done^ and 
how fortunate he was to have seen that man ! The 
other miscreant, while this is going on, gets back 
again to Catch'em Comer to see if he can start any 
fresh game, taking care, however, to pass and repass 
the owner of the horse as often as he can, to show he 
has given him up, waiting, hoping, and fully expect- 
ing (in which he is seldom disappointed) that the 
owner will come to him. I think I see the fellow 
standing with a longish ground ash in his hand, which 
he either keeps bending about or has it with his hand 
deep in his coat-pocket. I know the very positioivof 
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the vagabond. Here he stops every passing horse, 
with something like the following very pleasant mode 
of address. If he sees a gentleman on a horse that is 
not a colt, he b^ns, in a particularly civil voice, 
" Beg pardon, Sir I what are you axing for the M 
horse ?" Should a servant be on one that looks in 
good working condition, he begins, with, " Now, then, 
how much for the notomy ? wo, cdd Step-and-fetch-it : 
let's look at you" — this of course loud enough to be 
heard by all by-standers. The chance is, that eome 
friend or other of the dealer, seeing what is going on, 
gives the thing a lift, and, addressing him, says, " I 
say, Brown," (or whatever the fellow's name may be,) 
^^ are you going to stand Smithfield ?" This raises 
a laugh against both groom and horse. Now, nothing 
people hate more than to be laughed at. The dealer 
knows this ; so tells the groom to come on one side 
out of the crowd. Glad to make his escape, he goes. 
Here both soap and money are tried on: and, as the 
groom would ahnost sefl himself rather than be again 
tixposed to the sneers of the multitude, it will be no 
wonder if he is anxious to sell the horse, which he 
does if the price is left to him ; if not, he does all he 
can to persuade his master to do so. The dislike to 
this kind of publicity that most respectable persons 
have is one of the many engines these fellows work to 
obtain their ends, either in buying or selling; and 
many good horses are really sold at half what the 
owner expected, and many bad ones bought, actually 
to avoid the slang and blackguardism of these low 
vagabonds and their companions. 

Now we will suppose, what probably will be the 
result, does occur. The former gentleman, finding 
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to his great surprise (not being aware of the sale of 
his horse having been purposely spoiled) that he gets 
no offers made for him except by friends of the 
dealer, who have been s^it to c^er him even less than 
he did, he goes to the dealer, and talks of taking, say 
10^. more than he bad oflfered^ and BOl. less than he 
(the owner) had asked : but he now £nds the case 
altered ; that is, ib is represented to be so : he will be 
told that the dealer, having seen more of the horse, 
does not like him at all, or he has bought two others, 
which are all he wants: besides, "talking of thirty 
pounds, Sir, why, there's a horse! I bought him 
(showing one belonging to some friend who is perhaps 
asking 50/. for him) for 187. : he is worth two of this 
here old 'un." — "Very well," says the gentleman, 
" then you decline him ; go home, Thomas." — " Why, 
as to that, Sir, I don't mind buying him at a price '^ — 
" Well, wait, Thomas."— He now tries the civil, candid 
tack: "dares to say the horse is a good horse; is 
sure the gentleman would not deceive him — (Mem. 
no fear of that!) — dares to say the gentleman thinks 
he offers a low price ; but country gentlemen don't 
know what sich horses are worth in Lunnun : he 
couldn't sell him as a sound un to none of his cus- 
tomers, not by no means : he should sell him for a 
hommibus to his brother, who wanted one ; he might 
do a little vork in leather ; wishes for the gentleman's 
sake he could give more; 'twould be better for he 
and the gentleman too if he could ! he has three fivers 
left; he would give that, but he would as soon be 
without him." It ends in his getting him : he gives 
the servant half a crown openly — (says nothing of 
the two sovereigns given before) — then tells the 
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gentleman ^^ he hopes he^U remember his man ; says 
the rale is a gentleman gives double what the dealer 
gives." The man gets five shillings, half of which 
goes to the master. Thus this and many other horses 
are sold, and this is often the result of people unac* 
customed to such places going to fairs to sell their 
own horses. They are detected at once by such vaga- 
bonds as I have described : a regular plant is made 
on them, and they are legally robbed of their property, 
or at least something very near it. 

A man who may read what I have described may 
say he would not be so green as to be done in that 
way. Probably he might not, but there are hundreds 
who would; and it is still possible^ that, had the 
gentleman not read what I have written on the sub* 
ject, he might, notwithstanding his confidence in him- 
self, have been done precisely in such a manner. 
Having had the plot laid bare to him, he thinks it 
would never have succeeded with him. This cannot 
be proved ; so it only remains a matter of opinion 
between him and me : and though our opinions in this 
differ, if I have put him a little on his guard for the 
future, I have, I feel, done him some service, though 
he thinks, that, like weasels, he was not to be caught 
asleep. But let me tell him, there are some nice lads 
among the low-dealing fraternity, and perhaps simple- 
looking ones too, who would even take the above- 
named watchful animal dozing. I have only men- 
tioned one among the thousand modes of doing the 
provincials, and I should like to bet any wide-awake 
friend long odds that if he goes into a fair they will 
find a moment to catch him napping. When they 
have, he will perhaps wish he had taken Harry Hie'- 



" JOCKY OF NORFOLK, BE NOT TOO BOLD.'' 301 

over's advice, and not trusted to his weasel-like attri- 
butes, or fancied himself to have got aufond de son 
metier as a salesman. 

I have merely attempted to give a rough sketch of 
one of the scenes in a fair: it would render these 
hints too lengthened were I even to give the heads of 
the various changes to be rung by rascality, all tending 
to the same result, where the actors are of the same 
class ; and I can assure my friends, at least those who 
have but ordinary experience in such matters, that 
on all and every occasion where the deal with such 
scamps as I allude to takes place, they will be robbed 
to a certainty. Let them not fancy they can escape, 
for escape is all but impossible. The most knowing 
are not always a match for deliberate, and, above all, 
confederate villany. 

The once celebrated George Barrington was on 
some occasion brought in contact with a magistrate 
in the latter's private room. On Barrington pulling 
out his handkerchief, he with it pulled out of his 
pocket a queer-looking little instrument with a hook 
or hooks at the end of it. The magistrate inquired 
its use. On being plainly told it had been made for 
the purpose of picking pockets, the magistrate jokingly 
asked Barrington if he thought he could by this means 
extract any thing from his pocket without his feeling 
it. He replied, he did not think he could ; and the 
magistrate as confidently felt he could not. Shortly 
after, Barrington went to the window and began 
abusing some passer-by on some pretended charge of 
ill-usage of himself: he (the stranger) of course ex- 
postulated: this led to high words: the magistrate 
came to the window to see what was the matter, and, 
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finding one of the two must be wrong, requested the 
stranger to walk in, and he would see into the merits 
of the case ; and he left the room to go to him. On 
his return, he found Barrington gone, who of course 
did not wish any interview with the stranger, who 
consequently took himself off also. This was well 
enough ; but, on wishing to see the hour, his wor- 
ship discovered that his watch was gone too* He 
now remembered the hook. Barrington, not daring 
to keep it, returned with it nesrt day, when, if report 
says true, the magistrate presented it to him for his 
ingenuity : if so, he was a trump. 

I hope my friends will believe me when I say, that 
a horse in the hands of a certain set is to be made as 
efficacious an instrument for picking pockets as George 
Barrington's hooks. They may forget themselves, and 
be induced (if not to look out of window as the worthy 
magistrate was) to do something that puts their 
pockets in quite as much danger. Whether in buying 
or selling, the only way is to have nothing to do with 
these gaitry : never fancy you can guard against their 
trieks : th^ have a dodge at every turn. Nice lads 
to get a bargain of ! Yes, they wUl give you a har* 
ffony^'witkahook:' 

We will shortly show how these feUows act when a 
gentleman or any other individual wants to buy ; for 
they will have a finger in the pie here too. I hav« 
before said, these scamps do not come to £airs (in the 
common acc^tation of the term) to buy, that is, 
they do not come to buy a certain number of horses 
to take away to be sold at a proper and a general 
profit* If ^ey can buy, as I have represented, a 
horse for a quarter of his value, in which so far as 
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one or two they generally succeed in doing, they buy, 
and of course do not ol^ect to their being sound : 
but they would much prefer buying what they term 
a " good screw " at ten or twelve poundsi, that would 
be worth sixty or seventy if he was sound, to buying 
a sound horse at thirty that in ordinary dealing they 
might expect to sell for forty. It is by screws they 
live, and why they do so is easily explained. For 
instance ; a good sort of (what dealers term) trades- 
man's horse^ six years old, sound and a hUr goer, is 
worth we will say forty pounds. This is one of the 
kind of horses that can be valued as easily as the gig 
or four-wheel he is destined to draw : take him where 
you will, he is worth within two pounds^ more or less, 
of that sum : his size, age, looks, and action^ will 
always command about that ; but there is nothing in 
him to command more : every man who knows a horse 
from a hand-saw can judge his price ; there is. no flat* 
catching in him. Go to Burford's^ stables ; I doubt 
not among his other horses he will show you twenty 
of this stamp : he must keep aome such among (rtheni 
for his customers. But this is not a maney^^naking 
sort of horse : he can only be sold at a fkir profit, 
like a sheep or a bullock. Now thiff sort of horse 
would not do for Rascal-dealer at all : he could not 
get a LOB out of him : ccmaequently he never buys 
such (in a £Edr way at least) : he does, if, as I have 
shown, he can do some osie oat of him £ar fifteen or 
sixteen pounds^ not otherwise. 

There are horses that no man alive can value — 
such as hunters, horses of extraordinary beaazty, or 
horses of extraordinary pretensions as to going. Such 
hones are worth just what different people choose to 
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give for them. These are the horses to bring the 
profit to first-rate dealers; but, as Rascal-dealer cannot 
touch them, he must find something else whose value 
— or, I should in this case say, worthlessness — can- 
not be easily defined; and this is the good screw. 
What he terms "a good screw" is a horse whose com- 
plaint or tricks can be so palliated or concealed for 
a time as to prevent their being detected (sometimes 
even by a good judge). It would be useless my at- 
tempting to describe the thousand-and-one ways to 
which such fellows resort to produce the desired effect : 
it would fill a good-sized volume ; and then the or- 
dinary run of buyers would be still unable to detect 
them. A man may be told that the conjurer does 
not leave the watch in the box, as he pretends to 
do ; but if the man sees the watch in the box, locks 
it himself, keeps the key, and on again opening it 
finds the watch gone, it only amounts to ^^ How the 
devil did he get it out ?" after alL The truth is, the 
conjurer was too quick for him ; and depend on it 
Rascal-dealer would be too quick too, notwithstanding 
all the previous information or fancied knowledge the 
oayer might have. 

Particular shoeing, beaning, (or other ways of 
producing the same effect,) hot water, stimulants, 
sedatives, physic, copious general or local bleedings, 
rest or constant exercise, tonics, sickening medicine, 
fatigue, keeping a horse awake for three or four 
nights and days, will all produce wonderful effects on 
horses in palliating lameness, bad eyes, bad wind, 
internal or external weakness, vice or violence. 
People will suppose a horse's throat an open 'se- 
pulchre when I tell them I have once seen as many 
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as six-and-thirty balls popped down a broken- winded 
one's throat one after the other: it is nevertheless 
fact ; he seemed to take it as a matter of course. I 
saw the same horse sold more than ten times over in 
Dublin in about six weeks ; so, as he doubtless got 
his dose each time he was sold, reckoning by length, 
he got in that time about thirty yards of ball down 
his throat. Pretty well for the time! If he has 
gone on ever since, I conclude his inside has by this 
time become tolerably well lubricated. 

I have mentioned sickening medicines, and it might 
appear to some persons strange that a dealer should 
wish to sicken his own horse. Well, then, suppose a 
dealer has bought a thoroughly-known vicious restive 
run-away brute — to be sold he must be tried ; and to 
be tried, he must be rode. Now it is not so extra- 
ordinary he should wish to sicken him a bit. If my 
reader has ever enjoyed the pleasant sensation of a 
thorough sea-sickness, I will answer for him, that, 
hasty or belligerent as he might be on ordinary occa- 
sions, he was tame enough then : so I have seen horses 
so violent that it was next to impossible to mount 
them, and as difficult to keep on their backs when 
mounted, rendered so sick and tame that you might 
have lifted them into a waggon for all they cared at 
the time; and thus have they been prepared when 
" the Gentleman was coming to ride them." In a few 
hours the effect goes off, and then, when the Gentleman 
attempts to ride, probably he goes off too. " Very 
astonishing! nothing could carry him quieter than 
the horse did yesterday." If the Gentleman is only 
astonished^ he is very lucky; but he is farther 
astonished, when, on calling on the dealer, he pro- 
bably has also gone : so altogether he finds it a very 
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pretty go I — The first go was wrong in going to such 
fellows. 

But suppose Mr. Rascal does not mean to go, but 
stands his ground, and takes the horse back : he then 
brings this violent customer of a horse to his senses 
in another way, und for a more permanent (but still 
temporary) period. He ties my gentleman's head up 
to the rack, which he gives him full permission to 
look at ; if he can derive any nourishment from that, 
he is at liberty to do so : a man is placed behind him 
with a whip night and day ; this keeps the horse from 
getting a wink of sleep — the man of course relieved 
by a substitute. The horse does not find himself' 
particularly relieved by this process, nor is the substi- 
tute behind him and two or three pounds of hay and 
a little water a very pleasant substitute for good 
feeding ; nor is the addition of his forty-eight hours' 
vigil any pleasing addition to his comfort. Mr. Horse 
begins to find this any thing but a joke, and keeps 
looking round as far as he can to see if any one is 
coming. Right glad would he be to welcome the very 
man whose brains he would have tried to have 
knocked out two days before if he went up to him ; 
but no, there is the man on the stool of reform, and 
Mr. Horse finds himself on the stool of repentance. 
He is now well prepared by abstinence for a dose of 
physic ; very sick ; no sleep allowed ; warm water ad 
libitum; must not be made to look too lanky. By 
the time the physic has done, and four days and 
nights of constant wakefulness, with nothing but a 
little bran and warm water, have passed, what ^vith 
weakness, drowsiness, and fatigue, there is little doubt 
of the horse carrying quietly enough. He is accord- 
ingly ridden ; if any remains of restiveness or vice 
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appear, he gets first a sound thrashing, which he is too 
dispirited to resist, and then he gets another night of 
it till he is thoroughly tamed and browbeaten : he is 
again sold ; and probably, though then put on proper 
feeding and allowed proper rest, it takes some days 
before he so far recovers himself as to resume his 
former habits. Perhaps, from having been thoroughly 
cowed, he never 'does become quite as violent as he 
was before ; but restive he will be no doubt. Now 
what is the purchaser to do ? he cannot most pro- 
bably prove the horse had been restive, while Mr. 
Eascal will not only swear, but bring plenty of 
* witnesses to swear, he never was; and indeed the 
Gentleman and his groom cannot help allowing that 
for a week the horse was quiet. If he goes to law 
and gains his cause, it will cost him a good deal of 
money and a great deal of trouble ; and the chances 
are that so many witnesses wiU outswear him. The 
only wise thing for him to do is to give the scoundrel 
a sum to take him back, which he will do, as such a 
horse is an income to him : he is a good screwj though 
not a lame one, and will be sold over and over again 
by the same party and his coadjutors. 

Having mentioned Dublin and a horse there, I will 
mention another that I saw sold there, at the different 
Kepositories and fairs in the neighbourhood, I should 
say twenty times. The fact was, if he was sold on 
Tuesday at one Kepository, he was certain to be on 
Friday for sale at another, as the buyer was sure to 
find him out in an hour after he had got him. He was 
what is termed "a chinked-backedone ; " that is, he had 
been injured in the spine. Many of these horses will 
do well enough with no weight on them when going 
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straight along : stop them short, or turn them round 
quickly, the secret is out at once ; but this is of course 
avoided when shown for sale. The horse I allude to 
was a very good-looking harness-like horse, five-years- 
old, and worth fifty if he had been sound : he was in 
the hands, or at lea^t was most of his time in the 
hands, of one of these Mr. Rascals : he was not only 
a good, but a superfine screw to him. On one of the 
various occasions of this horse being sold, I was much 
amused at the fellow's consummate impudence and 
ingenuity. Some of my readers may have to learn 
that a horse thus injured in the spine is, in dealers' 
slang, termed a " German," why I know not : and 
from this I suppose is by some also called a "foreigner." 
On the occasion to which I allude, a gentleman was 
very properly abusing thefellow — whowasan English- 
man much to the credit of my country! — for selling 
him this horse. The fellow's reply was, first, " Did I 
warrant him sound ?" — " No, you did not : you said 
you could not, as he had a corn." — " Well, so he has 
a corn." — " Yes, you scoundrel, but you did not tell 
me he was broken-backed." — " No, nor he ain't bro- 
ken-backed : he is only chinked a bit. Did not I tell 
you he was a furriner^ and that was why I sold him 
so cheap ? " — " Yes, you did ; but what has his being 
a foreigner to do with his back?" — "Why, everything: 
if I told you a horse was a buck^ I suppose you'd 
know his eyes wam't right, wouldn't you ?" — " No, 
indeed I shotdd not." — " Why, then, more's the pity ! 
I say, Jem (continued the fellow to some friend going 
by), I sold the furriner to this gemman ; told him he 
was one ; and now he wants to know what that has to 
do with his back ! " — " Does he ?" said Ihe fellow ; " let 
him get on him an' he'll know." — " Now," says Mr. 
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Rascal, "you see every body vot knows anything 
knows what a furriner means. I didn't warrant him ; 
you harn't got no law nor justice on your side ; I wish 
you luck with him ! " The gentleman looked as if he 
doubted very much the arrival of the luck bespoke 
for him, and I doubt not would have sold his expec- 
tation a bargain. In short, he did not seem to know 
quite what to do ; but he was likely to be relieved from 
his dilemma by a man (of course one of Mr. Rascal's 
friends) coming up to him, and saying, " Why, I hear, 
Sir, you have bought the broken-backed-'un : " (he was 
broken-backed now ! ) — " he's of no use to nobody ; he 
can't carry a pound on his back, and he can't draw 
more nor an empty cart : he's been sold here for three 
pound many a time. The fellow you bought him of 
oughtn't to be allowed to come into no sale-yard." — 
" Well," says the gentleman, " I am taken in I know; 
I paid eighteen pounds for the horse, and am willing 
to lose by him ; but he is not so bad as you represent 
him." — "Ain't he, though?" says the fellow: "just 
let's see him out." The horse was brought out. 
" Here," says he to some scamp in the secret, "just 
run this horse, will you ? " The horse was put to the 
best of his trot, turned as suddenly round as pos- 
sible, and, as it must be with such horses, he nearly 
fell on his side as he turned, and appeared for a 
minute or two hardly able to stand. I need not go on 
further with the thing than to say, that, as is always 
done in such cases, a crowd of vagabonds got collected 
round the gentleman, and to avoid their sneers, coarse 
jokes, and being laughed at, he was glad to get out of 
it by selling the horse for three pounds ! But, as a 
finale to his wounded pride and purse, in a few mi- 
nutes afterwards he saw the fellow riding the horse, 
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who came up to him, saying, " Why, he ain't half as 
bad as I thought he was : he ain't all the money too 
dear now ! " 

I saw nothing more of my friend the furriner till 
about a month afterwards, when " a horse, cart, and 
harness, the property of a tradesnum^^ was advertised 
for sale at one of the Repositories at a particular hour, 
at which particular hour a horse was driven into the 
yard at a fair trot straight up to the auction-box, but 
owing to the crowd and carriages for sale being in the 
way, this " horse, cart, and harness " could not be con- 
veniently turned round — (Mem. we know the horse 
could not) — This was of course foreseen ; so he was sold 
standing there, and for cart purposes his action was no 
great matter, and it was seen he drew quietly. I think 
he fetched twenty pounds. I need scarcely say the 
cart and harness were bought in, having only been bor- 
rowed for the occasion. So soon as he was knocked 
down he was slipped out of the cart, led straight up the 
yard, and put into the stable, no doubt the purchaser 
congratulating himself on having got a good horse, 
the genuine property of a tradesman ! Now, although 
this was all preconcerted — the cart and horse only 
coming at the time specified — the trot straight up the 
yard, as if done from being late — the cart not being 
able to be turned round — and the horse being taken 
straight out to enable the man to run the cart out of 
the way — all was done so naturally that nothing like 
deception or anything particular appeared. This was 
the last appearance of furriner while I was there : 
probably if he did not take a benefit there, he has 
given many a one to others since. 

It may appear rather a matter of surprise how such 
fellows as I have described can afford the expense of 
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going distances to fairs, when, as I have said, they are 
not certain of always being able to buy. The thing 
is managed in this way. In the first place, they 
rarely fail to find a something to lay their hands on ; 
and if they do not, they can always pay their expenses 
by doing a something for respectable dealers which 
they would not choose to be found doing themselves ; 
and in this case often get a couple of sovereigns from 
the dealer for selling some screw for him, and fre- 
quently a couple more from the buyer for having 
found one for him : but of course that he is a screw 
is only found out afterwards ; oftentimes never found 
out at all, unless a very bad one ; for if he does his 
work, it is concluded he is sound ; and if in the course 
of time he cannot, it is supposed that it is something 
fresh, and the owner only attributes it to ill-luck. 

But we will see how Mr. Rascal can help a brother 
in iniquity without doing anything very had ; merely 
in fact giving a little quickener to a sale. These 
fellows, as I have said, always have their eyes open 
for a chance, and in a moment know what to do on 
any occasion. We will suppose he sees a gentleman 
looking at any one horse in a dealer's lot : he may not 
have asked any questions about the horse, but our 
lynx-eyed friend plainly sees he is preparing to do so, 
or has just done it. Up bustles Rascal to the dealer: 
" Bob, I want that good horse of yours." Now, . by 
his good he means to imply in a general sense superior, 
and of course this good would have been equally ap- 
plied to any other horse among them that had attracted 
the gentleman's notice. This gives the buyer in 
prospectu an idea that he has not made a very bad 

choice Quickener the first : " Well, " says Bob, 

" what d'ye want wi' he?" The at once recognising 
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the horse meant by the term good shows that Bob con- 
siders him his best horse. — Quickener the second: 
" Why, I wants to take him to the gemman what 
bid you money for him just now ; he wants a friend 
to see him." " Oh ! he's welcome to show he to who 
he likes ; but mind I won't take no less." — Quickeners 
4, 5, 6, and 7 : out comes the horse, the lip-string pro- 
perly tightened up : no need of ginger — that was right 
before : some need of the spurs ; so in they go now, 
and off goes Rascal, making the best show possible. — 
Quickeners, God knows how many ; for the gentleman, 
not thinking the horse is being set off to any particu- 
lar advantage, the intended purchaser not being pre- 
sent (or anywhere else), he congratulates himself on 
having seen the hol:se au naturel, as the Frenchman 
said of the first potato he ever saw, and consequently 
ate raw — the only difference being. Monsieur did not 

like the potato at all, whereas Mr. likes the horse 

very much. While the other is gone, Bob shows the 
Gentleman two or three others ; praises them more 
than he does the one he intends the Gentleman to buy : 
this shows he is not anxious to sell him. Back comes 
Rascal ; times it to come up just when he has the 
horse mettled and settled to his best pace : " Now if 
you like to take a fair price, I have sold him: the 
Gentleman wlU give the guineas and no farther trou- 
ble." — The quickening is now going on very fast, 
indeed almost boiling : " I won't take the money, so 
put him in." — " Why, you'll make three pound clear 
by him, so let him have him." — " I tell you I won't ; 
I won't stand none of his haggling: he shan't have 
him at no price now : so there ! put him in." — Rascal 
jumps off in a passion, damns Bob and his horse, and 
swears "he'll never try to sell ahorse for him again." 
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Bob, equally polite, damns Rascal, and tells him " he 
don't want him to't. " Now the Gentleman, having 
no reason to suspect that Eascal knew anything of his 
wishes for the horse, really considers he has heard a 
genuine conversation between the two ; and the little 
gentlemanlike ebullition of temper between them, and 
Rascal's still surly looks, confirm it : so he thinks he 
has got what we may term a little stable information — 
about as good and as much to be depended upon as 
some very cunning people sometimes get from racing 
establishments. The quickening now boils in right 
earnest : an oflFer is made ; the dealer leads the Gentle- 
man confidentially by the arm a little on one side 
that no one may hear how cheap he sells him the 
horse; taking care, however, to keep within ear-shot 
of Rascal, who may be useful if anything goes wrong. 
The horse is ordered to the Red Lion, or Scarlet 
Bear, or wherever the Gentleman likes; the dealer 
takes care never to leave the Gentleman till he has 
touched the cash ; wishes him luck ; gets the luck- 
penny ; and then Rascal and Bob go to dinner : so 
will possibly the Gentleman, after he has seen his 
horse the next day — Mem. "with what appetite he 
may." Not that I mean it is certain he has bought an 
unsound one : perhaps not : still I will answer for it. 
Rascal showed him better in a halter than Gentleman 
will with a bridle. I have, however, only shown how in 
one WBj a little quickening may be applied. Of course 
the game is played in various ways, according to cir- 
cumstances : sometimes a different and the long game 
has to be played; whereas short whist did in this case. 
Now let me explain a little of the by-play that pro- 
bably escaped Gentleman's notice. I have said the 
dealer took him by the arm (it's a way they have) a 
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little out of the crowd : Gentleman thinks it very 
natural the dealer may not wish everybody to know 
all about his horse (Mem. dealers have a great many 
little natural ways with them.) Gentleman will, how- 
ever, find there is more of the natural in himself than 
in the dealer. Now, the Gentleman is quite right in 
supposing it was not wished that every one should 
hear the conversation; but the dealer's motive for 
this was somewhat diflFerent from what it was thought 
to be. It was this : he did not know who might be in 
the crowd — perhaps some persons well known to his 
customer ; and then, if things went wrong, they might 
be brought forward as witnesses of what dealer had 
said about the horse. For this reason he is taken out of 
the way ; and Rascal is kept in the way as a witness 
on dealer's side : so the Gentleman by these means 
can bring no witness if he wants one to swear the 
truth, while the dealer has one to swear any lies he 
may dictate for him. I will venture to assert, that in 
nineteen cases out of twenty, where a gentleman is 
dealing for a horse in any public place, let him turn 
round, and he will see some Mr. Rascal-looking fellow 
on the listen ; and he may depend upon it he is there 
for the purpose I have stated. This is only one of 
their little naturel ways of managing things. I have 
my little natural ways too ; and one of them is, always 
to get out of the way of one of these gratuitous listen, 
ers ; and, under such circumstances, my reader will 
do well to get into the way of doing the same thing. 

Having said something of these sort of gentry's 
mode of buying and selling, there is another part of 
their vocation to be spoken of: this is chopping, or 
swapping. Now, in good round terms, let me give 
my reader one bit of advice — never swap with a 
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DEALER. I do not mean to say but that once or twice 
during a long life (if a very long one) a man may get 
a fair or advantageous exchange, but depend on it, if 
you take my advice au pie de la lettre^ you will do by 
far the best and wisest thing. I must mention an 
anecdote, where it should seem a man did himself a 
benefit by tumbling from the top of a high flight of 
stairs to the bottom ; still it is an experiment, that, 
like swapping with a dealer, I strongly recommend 
my friends to avoid making. 

My father and a friend, sitting in an hotel, wei*e 
startled by hearing a tremendous fall on the stair- 
case : they rushed out, fearing to find some one with 
broken bones; but no, it was a French Gentleman, 
Avho had come from the top of the house rather faster 
than he had intended, by tumbling headlong from it. 
" Monsieur, vous vous avez fait du mal," said my 
father. " Au coniraire^ je vous remercie," cried the 
Frenchman. Another inmate now came and inquired 
what was the matter. " Oh ! nothing," says my father, 

" but a d d Frenchman has frightened us to death 

by tumbling down stairs, and says he has done him- 
self a great deal of good by it." 

So you may by swapping with a dealer : but don't 
try it ! Swapping, I believe, is exchanging one thing 
for another ; and this the dealer perfectly understands. 
A fair swap should be, if two things are of equal value, 
the giving one for the other ; or, if of unequal value, 
giving or receiving the fair difierence in value : this 
the dealer does not understand: at least he won't, 
which is the same thing to you. The first thing 
dealer does, and will do under almost any circum- 
stances in swapping, is to draw money. In this 
particular, I care not be he of the highest or lowest 
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grade, — the fixed principle is the same. I do not mean 
to say he would refuse to take a horse worth sixty for 
one worth twenty without boot ; but I will pound him 
he will try to get it. Let dealers deny it if they can 
(and if they were to deny it to me, it would be of no 
use) — they in a general way expect to get the horse 
they swap for (figuratively speaking) for nothing. In 
fact you will hardly get one to swap with you at all, 
if you have known the price of his horse beforehand : 
he will be sure then to be "quite full" — "expecting a 
lot from some fair" — " shall have to hire stables for 
them." — Mem. he would have found room if you had 
not known the price of the horse you want. Now 
though I am quite sure you could have done yourself 
no good by the swap had you made it, you may, with- 
out suspecting how, have put yourself in the way of 
selling, I should say sacrificing, your horse by attempt- 
ing the swap, and I will tell you how. Dealer has 
seen your horse, likes him, and would buy him at (in 
his phrase) a price. We will say he wants a hundred 
for his horse, and you a hundred for yours, and, as a 
supposed case, the one is as weU worth it as the other. 
You would give ten or fifteen pounds for the accom- 
modation of the exchange. Here dealer's faculties 
become again obtuse : this is one of the exchanges he 
don't understand. No, " this will never do for Gal- 
way," as the song 'goes. Now if he could sell you his 
at a hundred, and get yours at fifty, it would do. 
He understands this, but you do not, and he would be 
afraid to try to make you ; so, as he would say, " he 
could not WORK." But he wiU, though, in another 
way. Now, if, as I suppose, he likes your horse, and 
can get him " at a price," and sell you his too at his 
price, he won't have made a bad day's work of it : but 
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supposing he does not want your horse, and can only 
sell you his, depend upon it his time wUl not have 
been lost. He knows you will buy his ; so the first 
thing is to get your horse in his way or out of his way 
as may best suit him. — (Mem. this is another little 
naturel way he has!) — Now to do this, our lately 
neglected Rascal is employed : he calls at your stables, 

"hasheardfrom (any one but the person he did hear 

it from) that you have a horse to sell." Now the way 
he will work ^vill depend upon the hints he has got of 
your habits, temper, and knowledge of horses: he 
either " does not care about price, will give anything 
for a nice ^un f and then points out fifty things that 
make yours a very nasty one ; or he comes the candid 
and civil : " does not mislike the horse ; is but a poor 
man ; if he can make two or three pounds by him he 
is satisfied ;" and so forth: or, " he wants him for a 
(xemman what won't buy no horse without him seeing 
him: will bring the Gemman." He does so: "the 
Gemman don't like the horse at aU:^^ he persuades 
him strongly to buy him. We will say the Gemman 
does not buy the horse. "Well," says the owner to 
himself, " the poor man did all he could to sell the 
horse at any rate :" so Rascal gets something for his 
trouble. The horse has been tolerably abused by this 
time, at least so far as Gemman dare abuse him, and 
the owner is left to digest this at his leisure. This is 
only paving the way for another gemman that Rascal 
brings ; and it rarely happens but the horse is got, 
and either goes to the dealer's stables who wanted 
him, or is sold somewhere else. Thus, in point of 
fact, the swap wiU be made, not indeed exactly as 
the gentleman meant, but very nearly on the same and 
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only terms on which dealer would have swapped in 
his own yard. 

Most probably, on the gentleman purchasing the 
horse he wanted to swap for, something is said about 
the other. Dealer now takes his cue and says some- 
thing to this eflfiect : " Why, Sir, your horse was cer- 
tainly a very clever nag; but I tell you very honestly" 
— (oh I oh !) — " that if I had chopped, I should have 
wanted to draw fifteen pounds between them. I knew 
you would think that too much ; so, not wishing to 
ofiend any customer, I declined altogether." The 
gentleman, smarting under "the trouble the poor man 
took to sell the horse," wishes he had known what 

Mr. would have taken, which he thinks was very 

fair indeed, and resolves, if ever he wants to swap 

again, to come to Mr. , and leave the deal entirely 

to him. He may if he likes ; but he wiU then find 

Mr. has some other little naturel way of mana^ 

ging the thing that won't give him quite the worst of 
the swap ! 

I have endeavoured to give some idea how a certain 
class of dealers work^ either in buying, selling, or 
assisting others in doing so ; also the ruling principle 
of all dealers in swapping. I fear, however, 1 have 
not done anything like justice to the talents of our 
friend Rascal. His ubiquity of presence, universality 
of information, presence of mind, versatility of inven- 
tion and manner, with many other virtues all ready 
at a moment's warning to suit difierent occasions, are 
really astonishing, and a good many he does astonish 
in no small degree. I am quite aware I have not 
exhibited one-thousandth part of his talents. I did 
not intend, nor do I intend to attempt, to do so ; and, 
what is more, I could not if I did, though I do know 
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something about him too. At all events I know 
enough to keep out of his hands. 

But I will now look at him in another cast of cha- 
racter, and acting in one of those precious pieces of 
rascality that are carried on to a great extent in 
London. Reader, you have no doubt seen an adver- 
tisement something to this eflFect : — 

"The Property of a Lady, 
j^" To be parted with in consequence of the ill health of the 
owner, who is ordered to a warmer climate — 

" A pair of splendid grey britska geldings, with full manes 
and tails, six and seven years old, own brothers, and nearly 
thorough-bred, match well, with grand action. 

"A beautiful brown lady's mare, seven years old, 
thorough-bred; has been regularly ridden by the owner 
these last two years. 

" Also a particularly handsome dun cob, with flowing white 
n^^ne and tail, so docile an invalid or child may drive him ; 
has been constantly driven in a low Albert phaeton : 
invaluable to a timid person. 

'* The above are all sound ; price will not be an object 
where they will be treated kindly. — N.B. No horse-dealer 
need apply. — The coachman will show the horses at the rear 
of No. — , Street, Square." 

Now, as a prelude, let me advise my reader to first 
always look with a suspicious eye on a horse advertise- 
ment. If represented as coming from a lady, eighteen 
times out of twenty ifs ado: it ever it is said that the 
great object is to sell to a person who will use them 
kindly, nineteen times out of twenty ifs a do. But if it 
is said no horse-dealer need apply, the do is certain. 
It only requires a little reflection to convince us such 
an advertisement is not a genuine one : and to show 
its absurdity, though it takes in numbers daily. In the 
first place, a Lady, keeping her carriage, saddle-horse, 
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and pony phaeton, must of course also keep a servant's 
hack : this requires coachman, groom, and helper ; 
the Lady probably has two men in the house. Now, 
is it likely a lady keeping five men-servants would 
be driven to the necessity of advertising her ill health 
and horses ? If from that cause she wished to part 
with such horses as those described, among her nu- 
merous acquaintance and their acquaintance she would 
find plenty to take them ofi^ her hands. A beautiful 
mare, which has carried a lady two years, or a very 
handsome cob invaluable to a timid person, are not to 
be had every day, consequently want no advertising. 
As to finding her horses a comfortable berth, really 
nice horses seldom get uncomfortable ones. But 
would a lady suppose any one would bind themselves 
to her horses for life ? If they do not, what would be 
the use of her sacrificing her money when they might 
be again sold in a month : and as to no dealer 
needing to apply — why not ? A dealer would not 
use her horses ill, for his own sake ! and as she is not 
very likely to ask him into her drawing room, what 
would it matter to her whether he saw her coachman 
or not ? As to the ill health, it is astonishing how 
many ladies are in ill health and wanting to sell their 
horses, according to the papers' account. It is really 
cruel of these papers to wound our feelings by such 
statements ; I don't say mine^ because I don't believe 
them: and what is more, I know that, thank God, 
delicate as the fair creatures are, Ladies, like some 
other things I could name, take a devilish deal of kill- 
ing : so do their lovers, or else God help them ! But 
should the lady not find a friend to purchase her 
horses, surely Mr. TattersaU would be a better medium 
through which they might be disposed of; for no one 



LE SAVANT, BT LA SAVONBTTE. 321 

who knows him could doubt his exertions being used 
to their utmost extent where ladies are concerned. 

And a lady advertising her horses really has some- 
thing dealing-like in it ! Now if house furniture and 
the whole paraphernalia were to be advertised, well 
and good: we should then, if Mr. Robins was em- 
ployed, see her horses brought before the public in 
something like the following modest announce- 
ment: — 

"Last though not least among the many prizes of 
inestimable and matchless worthy 

THB BEAU MONDE 

may here possess themselves of those living specimens 

OF BEFINED TASTE, 

selected for the use, and for some time the happy 

FAVOUBITES OF THE FAIR; 

and, as her lovely prototype of old, the then unrivalled 

MATCHLESS CLEOPATBA, 

was wont, when sailing on the Cydnus, to shine the leading 
star of her less 

BBILLIANT HEMISFHEBE : 

when these envied animals, these happy slaves were harnessed 
to the 

CAR OF BEAUTY, 

did their fair mistress, by their willing aid, move amid 

THE GALAXY OF FASHION.'* 

I rather think there is a trifle of soap here, but not 
the beastly yellow kind used (as mentioned) by Tom : 
no, nor the plain brown Windsor used by my humble 
self: Mr. Robins has an article for his especial 
use, in comparison to which he would vote the best 
Naples as detestably out of taste as musk or lavender 
water. Long may he get the best of that and every- 
thing else for his own use, for he is a capital fellow, 

VOL. I. Y 
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which I believe all who know htm will allow, notwith- 
standing his extra superfine soap ! 

When I have the honour to meet my reader next, 
I hope he will not object to go with me to the stables 
where these pretended lady's horses were advertised. 
We will then see what game is playing there, and 
just by way of curiosity, and perhaps also of get- 
ting a wrinkle, take a look at the locality where 
these nonpareils of horses "the property of a 
Lady," are to be seen. Now, as we do not consider 
ourselves yokels of the first water, but men who 
know something of the world's ways, we wiU on 
entering the stable cast our critical eye round, 
to see how far Kascal and Go. have had the tact or 
opportunity of putting everything in keeping with 
the pretty little piece of humbug they propose carry- 
ing on ; for it is in the minutisB of these things this 
sort of gentry, acute as they are, generally fail ; in 
fact, do not carry the thing through. Perhaps they 
consider that the man who sleeps with one eye open, 
do what they will, is not to be had ; and that those 
who keep both on the full stretch, and yet see nothing, 
wiU not notice these little discrepancies, as some people 
look at a picture, which, provided the green " is bright 
enough, and the yellow golden enough," cannot see 
the want of keeping in the tout ensemble. 

I conclude a something of this opinion actuates the 
manager and actor in our equestrian spectacles, when 
the attempt at the personification of a sportsman is 
made to give effect to the song, 

" EQe-ho Chevy, this day a stag must die I ^ 

Now (by way of parenthesis) let me observe in the 
first place, that with gentlemen who don the pink the 
idea does not suggest itself that the stag must die j 
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in point of fect^ if he is a game one, they determine 
that he must not die if it can be prevented. If this 
was not the feeling among sportsmen, I must indeed 
have been a glorious fool for on one occasion nearly 
drowning myself and horse in saving one in Virginia 
Water, and many no doubt will think me one for so 
doing. The only plea I can offer aitch folks in exte- 
nuation of what they term folly is, that, upon my soul, 
1 would not have run the same risk to save thenij and 
what is more, faithfully promise I never will. 

But to return to our " Hie-ho Chevy " friend. How- 
ever magnificently or classically melodramas may 
be got up now, the moment they attempt to repre- 
sent a fox-hunter or jockey they utterly fail. Did 
ever eyes behold a man appropriately dressed as a fox- 
hunter on any stage? Mine never have. From Hani'^ 
let to Crack in " The Turnpike Gate," as mortals ; from 
Juno to Ganymede, as heavenly bodies — and heavenly 
little bodies some are who represent them (I have often 
wished to prove them earthly) — all are well and ap- 
propriately dressed. Then why not dress a sportsman 
appropriately ? The non-judges would not like him 
the less, and the judges would be more interested. 
Conceive John Kemble as Coriolanus bearding the 
Volscians in a Chesterfield and Wellingtons ! 

We will suppose a fox-hunter is to come on : let me 
see if I can come at all near the thing by description. 
First, we hear the cracking of a whip in the side- 
scenes, quite as loud and continued, but not half as 
well done as that of a postilion's arriving from Mar- 
seilles or any other Continental town : then we are 
treated with simdry yoyks, or yikes, or yohikes, or 
some such unheard-of, and let us hope never-to-be- 
heard agaiti, sounds. Gods of hunting ! what would 
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old Forester (whose Life has been written by Thistlb- 
WHDPPER as we never read the life of a Foxhound 
written before, and I fear never may see anything of 
the sort written again) — what wotdd old Forester 

say ? Why he would worry the bagsman 

But hold hard ! here he comes, while his Westminster- 
bridge cheer is repeated with ecstasy by some scores 
of " most sweet voices " in the gallery — {Mem. glori- 
pus English liberty this), " Tallyho ! there he is ! " 
and a pretty devil it is as a representation of one of 
the first flight at Ashby Pasture, Why, the very grass 
would look blue if it saw him there ; Kirby Gate would 
open of itself; and Whissendine run dry to let the 
apparition have free escape. Now " Hie-ho Chevy," 
being a Stangate Street foxhunter, thinks he is acting 
up to the spirit of his part by putting on the look and 
carriage of a half-and-half hostler and one of the 
swell mob. 

Then for his toggery: his coat may probably be 
well made — that is, if he did not order it, but had 
sense enough to buy it second-hand in Holywell Street; 
if on the contrary, depend on it it will be a rum 
one. Why then, as poor Brummell said, " my dear 
fellow, do you call this thing a coat ? " though, after 
this observation being made, he might not derive 
the same advantage I did from a waistcoat of mine 
not pleasing this once leader of ton. I was going 
to dine with him : he scanned my dress all over : I 
conclude he thought it bearable till he saw my waist- 
coat. " My dear feUow," says he, " you must 
excuse me, and let me take a liberty with you, I 
cannot dine and look at that waistcoat : it is a mere 
body-case. I should fancy old times were returned, 
and my dinner was dressed by some wretch who cooked 
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when people ate roast beef. I must positively hide 
it." He took me to his dressing-room, and made me 
admissible by giving me one of his own, making mine 
play the part of under-vest. Poor Bruramell! sic 
transit gloria mundi ! I was quite a young one at the 
time, but had I been forty he would have done the 
same thing. 

Now " Hie-ho's " hat — I did not begin with the 
head in this case, no matter why — if he wishes to be 
" warmint," he sports a shallow, a regular Jonathan, 
which he conceives looks like " going a-head ; " or, if 
he thinks his friend Mr. Lutestring (who alvays ires 
a orse to see the Easter Monday's turn-out) knows 
how to do the thing, he gets the loan of his identical 
hunting hat ; and a very smart hat indeed it is, with 
a full yard of inch-wide satin ribbon as a check-string. 

His tie — he thinks he must not show a white, be- 
cause Dominie Sampson does in " Guy Mannering " 
(so does Jem Robinson, but he does not know this) ; 
nor must he sport a black, because William does in 
" Black-eyed Susan : " he might see such a thing at 
Barkby Holt and other places ; this he does not 
know either : not by-the-by that I think black looks 
well with a hunting coat, but many first goers do : a 
blue or green with a white dot he could not bear, be- 
cause the bird's-eye is sported by fighting men ; so 
this must be low : he therefore takes one, relying on 
the taste of his Ladye love, and which quite accords 
with his own : he exhibits his bit of silk, a peach- 
blossom ground, light green cross-barred, with scar- 
let and blue transverse stripes. This is a tie ! By 
George ! I should tumble off if I got on a horse with 
it on. 

Now for his waistcoat : the bare mention of a plain 
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buff kerseymere would sicken him ; a narrow stripe 
would annihilate him at once : no, no : his is a waist- 
coat — Wellington-blue satin, checked with amber and 
crimson stripe. This looks warm and comfortable, 
consequently fit for a hunting waistcoat ! " Very like 
a whale ! " 

Now his unmentionables. Why things should be 
unmentionable that modesty causes us to wear, I know 
not: they say ladies introduced the term — qtujere^ 
what do they consider the mentionables ? I must learn 
this. However, he wears the unmentionables — so 
may ever those be who manufactured them — unless 
positive orders were given for tourniquets for the 
nether parts. But the artist knowing good stiff cor- 
duroy is not famous for its yielding properties, has very 
wisely left them quite easy at the knees, thus giving 
his customer's very much the resemblance of those of 
an ostrich, who is, I conceive, not celebrated for sym- 
metry in his legs and knees : but to remedy this, a 
fiill allowance of ribbon is permitted to tighten the 
knee-band, leaving still sufficient to hang to the bot- 
tom of the boot-top. 

Now as to tops. " Hie-ho Chevy " certainly would 
have sported the moveable sort; but as he never 
means to soil them, it is no matter. Where or how 
he got the boots altogether Heaven knows ! there are 
not half-a-dozen men in London who can turn out a 
top-boot. He certainly did not get them of any of these ; 
and as I trust there is but one who could make such a 
pair as his, I admire his indefatigabiHty in ferretting 
him out. It is true the tops are as white as putty- 
powder and pipeclay can make them; and as the 
lower parts were blacked and polished off the leg, and 
had the finishing touch on, the poBsh is r^Uy good : 
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he has heard a sportsman's dress should be easy 
(in this I quite agree with him) ; so he carries it to 
his boots, which are made with a nice easy calf to 
them ; but, to prevent their getting down, they are 
held up by a strap taking all four of the knee buttons ; 
so they hang like a travelling carpet-bag hung up by 
one handle. 

Then the Brummagems : it certainly has been the 
style for years to wear them drooping on the heel 
(why, I know not, if they are intended for use) ; but 
friend " Chevy " does more : he has his under-straps 
made particularly short; so, from letting the spurs 
droop ^^ ala mode^^^ they look like a pair of Yeomanry 
formidables, with an extra length of shank to them. 

I think we have now dressed him. Then the ease 
with which he wears his harness, and harness it is to 
him : for a man unaccustomed to wear top-boots and 
breeches moves as much at home in them as I should 
in the dress of a Deal boatman ; but such as he is, 
there he is. 

Prelude of horns — during which "Chevy" takes 
the accustomed walk backwards and forwards: all 
singers do ; so do the leopards and panthers in Womb- 
well's cages. The eleven-months-in-the-year inhalat- 
ants of London are satisfied they have seen the beau* 
ideal of a foxhunter, and the fac-simUe of the Marquis 
of Waterford, or some such an out-and-outer- Ye 
Gods I the Marquis dressed to mount Yellow Dwarf 
like such a thing t " Name it not in Gath," still less in 
Melton. 

" Chevy " now sings his song, and if he would leave 
out the ** haUoos," and keep his enormous whip quiet, 
he would doubtless acquit himself well in this part of 
the business. Having done so, the manager treats 
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him to a ride, and his hunter is led on. He does not 
come on as Captain Ross's Clinker would have done, 
sneaking along as if he was ashamed of himself : no, 
you hear "Chevy's" hunter coming; and when he 
does come, there's fire for you ! If the Noble Marquis 
I have mentioned should happen to be present, he 
would see no conunon brown horse with a scanty tail 
like Old Harlequin ; no ; here is a beautiful piebald, 
with a tail large enough (when short ones were the go 
in the Market Harborough country) to have tailed a 
whole field. Of the tailing there would be little 
doubt if " Chevy " was there. But I can go no further ; 
the hunter produced is a choker for me, a regular 
stopper ; so we wiU return to the horses advertised. 

If we were endued with the curiosity some folks 
possess, instead of going to the stables, we should go 
to the house door and make some inquiries ; but this 
would be as injudicious in our case as going behind 
the scenes would be at new pantomimes: it would 
dispel the illusion at once ; for there we should pro- 
bably be told the family were out of town, but that 
the stables were let for a month to Captain, Major, or 
perhaps Colonel Somebody, and that the pro temp. 
Chargi'd* Affaires at the house knew nothing of any 
horses advertised for sale. This proceeding would be 
well enough if we merely wished to learn if the adver- 
tisement was genuine; but as we are satisfied on 
that point, and merely go to see how the thing is 
done, it would be unnecessary. It may be asked 
whether the advertisers have no fear that such in- 
quiries may be made? In one sense they do fear it; 

another not at all : they fear it, as those who do 
inquire will not become their victims, but from no 
other cause, for few persons would think it worth their 
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while to go and abuse the soi-disant Major or Colonel 
as a rogue and a swindler : you could not have the 
satisfaction of calling a blush to his face, and all you 
could get would be a bullying from him and his : and 
as to exposure, could you expose him to nineteen 
parts of the population within the Bills of Mortality, 
provided you leave him the remaining twentieth, he 
would find guUs enough among them to serve his 
turn. These fellows do get abused, exposed, threaten- 
ed, warned off, turned out, and a hundred other 
things : their plot does often get smoked ; and some- 
times the place gets too hot to hold them. What 
then! they go somewhere else, and caelum animum 
nan mutant; so they up and at 'em again, and Mr. 
Green does come at last. These facts have flashed 
across our minds as we walked up the Mews, and we 
are quite prepared to draw our conclusions (were they 
not already drawn) from the cut of the attendants 
and the stable altogether. If they were the stables of 
a lady or gentleman, we should be received by a 
respectable man as coachman, groom, or at least 
helper, or perhaps by all three. Their proper and 
civil demeanor would show they were what their ap- 
pearance bespoke : they, or he, would without hesita- 
tion state their employer's name, how long they had 
had the horses, from whom they had been bought, 
how they had been used, why they were sold, and at 
once state their prices. If one or more were approved 
of, they would offer to lead them out, and would 
probably be authorised (if the horses did belong to a 
lady) to refer you to some gentleman who would 
give you any further information. Then the stable, — 
if that of a lady or gentleman, it will have a used 
look about it, clean and well done, but everything 
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about it would show it had been long inhabited ; the 
beds tidy and comfortable, but nothing remarkable 
either way — neither plaits behind the horses as a 
show-off on the one hand, nor any appearance of 
neglect, as if one man did the whole business, on the 
other. The thing would be all in keeping : the horses 
would wear the same clothing (at least as far as 
pattern) ; those and the head-collars would show they 
were made by the same person : so if we look into the 
coach-house and harness-room, if there is one, we shall 
find harness of all sorts, saddles, bridles, girths, spare 
clothing, spare parts of harness, bits, &c. hung up all 
round. 

Now had Rascal and Co. had the precaution to 
carry on the thing so well as to have got together all 
this, unless we had called at the house, I allow I 
should be a little staggered on opening the stable 
door, and have thought it possible I had condemned 
the advertisement somewhat hastily, and should per* 
haps go far enough to make some inquiries as to its 
being genuine. But the moment we open the door, 
as the thing is here done, no inquiry is necessary. 
The instant the latch is lifted, or a knock made at 
the door, we hear a bustle. This proceeds from the 
horses, which are up to the very mangers at once as 
quick as " attention " ever produced a simultaneous 
movement in a company on parade ; and farther, from 
the very bad imitation of a respectable servant in the 
fellow who is to play that part, having nothing to do 
but to keep watch, jumping from off the corn-bin or 
frcmi the side of one of the horses' beds, where he was 
in a kind of lie or sit " at ease " position, from which 
the " attention " aforesaid calls him as quickly as it 
does the horses. If this should happen to be a really 
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knowing fellow, he either tells a long tale, and a plausi- 
ble one ; or as this is attended with some danger, from 
fear any discrepancy may arise between what he may 
think proper to say and what (when he comes) the 
Major or Colonel may say, he represents himself as 
only the helper; the coachman is out (of course); 
but the said helper is quite AT home, though " he does 
not know much about the horses as he has only lately 
come ;" but the Major or Gentleman, will be here in 
a few minutes, as he always comes at — o'clock. Of 
course he does come immediately, as he would at any 
other hour, being always in ambush in some publics- 
house that commands the Mews : if not, he has some 
one sent to let him know when any one goes to the 
stable. Now our friend Rascal does not take the 
principal character here, for they could not make the 
greenest of the green mistake him fpr a gentleman, or 
a Major (unless it might be a ci-devant Major of th^ 
Venezuela Brigade) : no ; Kascal takes the lower 
characters in the by-play, and here enact? the part of 
Quickener again (in some character) if he is wanted ; 
but the principal is some scamp, who was probably a 
croupier at some low gambling house till he was 
kicked out of it, or low better on the turf tijl no one 
would bet with him, having varied his avocations by 
a little general swindling, occasional horse-dealing, 
playing bully to some fair demirep, and probably not 
refusing a watch if it chooses to jump into his hand. 
Still, as gentlemen throw themselves at times into 
strange situations in our little Metropolitan Village, 
he has seen enough of them to get a certain knowledge 
of dress and address, which lasts tiU something occurs 
jjo draw him out. Then the knowledge he has of 
words, and the multitudinous selecticm of epithets he 
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possesses, brings out the lowest abuse distilled from 
his lips about a thousand above proof, and he stands 
confessed the ruffian, the bully, and the blackguard. 
Now, as the great part of the principals in these sort 
of advertisements are composed of such fellows, it is 
no matter of surprise that so many are victimised by 
them, and that those who are not should not wish to 
contaminate their name by bringing them to account, 
and thus they escape. 

Major, on coming, desires one of the horses to be 
brought to him at Long!s, Miller's, Mivart's, or some 
other hotel that in ordinary cases stamps Aristocracy 
on its patrons. This further shows he has authority 
to act. He does not notice the strangers but by a 
distant bow, and this he makes like a gentleman. On 
your mentioning your object in coming, his quick eye 
has scanned you well while he was issuing his orders, 
and he then regrets his poor friend's state of health, 
speaks of her horses as all that can be desired in 
horses ; and if he sees this take, he will tell you you 
are welcome to see this or that horse or horses at the 
door. If he does, take it as no compliment, for depend 
upon it he would not volunteer the thing unless he 
fancied that he saw a something about you that in- 
duces him to think you will never electrify the world 
by your maiden speech in Parliament — in short, he 
does not consider you 1/x huiiikme merveille du monde. 

As myself and my reader are now supposed to be 
the persons looking at these horses, we will not allow 
that Major did offer to show them out, but that we 
requested it might be done. So far as I am concerned, 
I trust that neither my manner nor appearance have 
induced him to think me quite a rogue or quite a fool. 
My reader I am sure he considers beyond suspicion ; 
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but I do hope and believe he sees a something about 
us that leads him to fear the thing won't do. 

Now, while my reader is playing with the Major 
by seeing a horse out (for in our case the play is in 
our hands), I will just reconnoitre a little, and first 
take a" peep into the corn-bin. I will bet a "pony" I 
find a few oats in a sack : right ; it is so ; and a few 
cobwebs in the comer of the bin — very unlike horses 
having stood here the last two years ! Any signs of 
carriages having been here lately ? No : no recent 
signs of occupation. — Harness ? no ; but there is half 
a truss of hay. In the stable is one saddle, a good 
one, and a bridle for the Major, or any one wishing to 
try a horse, and another for the Major to accompany 
the Gentleman, besides a side-saddle, to show the 
mare had been used to carry a lady. The make of 
the latter shows me, or rather awakes my suspicions, 
that no woman of fortune would use it, and that 
consequently the beautiful dark brown mare never 
carried it. As a guide to this, I take the liberty of 
looking at the pannel^ when (the Major was not awake 
here) I find chestnut hairs on it. 

Quite satisfied, I shall now join my reader, who I 
find enjoying the Major's distrustfiil appreciation of 
him, and his fear that the hoaxer in this case is the 
party hoaxed. I now cast an eye on the beautiful 
Lady's mare, and no great judgment is probably re- 
quired to cast an eye on the whereabouts the screw is 
loose. Major perceives at once the game is up, and 
says, " Perhaps, Gentlemen, you have seen enough of 
the mare." As far as our powers in the laconic avail 
us, we jointly call them up for his service, and the 
" Quite enough, Major," is quite enough for him. He 
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finds that for this turn he is, as he would say, dotori 
upon his luck; and now " vamos por Dios," cry I, or 
perhaps this Don may give us a few "vivas" of the 
wrong sort. 

I have now given my reader positive proof of a 
system of which I had only before apprised him by 
words. I trust he will be very careful (from what he 
has seen) how he ever attends to such horse advertise- 
ments, and that when he does (or if he does), he has 
got a few hints that may be useful to him. In return, 
I only beg his best indulgence for my humble eflForts 
to interest him in what I may in future submit to his 
perusal. 

We wiU conclude that Major is not always so truly 
unfortunate in his customers as he was in our case^ 
but that he finds some one to buy either the valuable 
mare or one of the greys. What then ? In a day or 
two the purchaser of course finds out the secret^ or is 
told of it ; and as he is minus some seventy or eighty 
pounds, he seeks Major for a restitution of it : he 
finds the stables, no doubt, but all he can learn of 
Major is, " they wish they may get him," for he left 
without paying for the hire of them. But if it is 
supposed that he has for one moment balanced in his 
mind the separate advantages of an emigration to 
North Canada, the United States, New Zealand, or 
Australia, it is doing him great injustice : the Major 
is no recreant, not he. If the purchaser will only 
have patience for a week or so, I dare say, 1 can put 
him on his drag; but even then, he has so many well* 
known earths open, it would be difficult to run in to 
him : and suppose one did, fingers worse bitten would 
be the only result : but if the finding him is reaUy 
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wished) the following will point out our line of coun* 
try to the " meet." 

" To be Bold, the property of a Gentleman, the following 
superior Hunters, that have been regularly hunted with the 
Kilkenny and Garrison Hounds. — {Mem. a fresh one, as a 
heading.) 

**1. A Bay Geldmg, by Napoleon, dam by lyanhoe; 
equal to great weight. 

^^2. A Grey Gelding {Mem. the Grey Gelding now a 
hunter), by Freney, dam by Master Robert; remarkably 
handsome, and a splendid fencer. 

" 3. A Brown Mare (our old friend), by Blacklock, dam 
by Welcome. — This mare, from her magnificent fencing and 
racing speed, would make a tip-top steeple-chaser. 

'^4. One of the best 16*«tone covert hacks in this kingdom. 
— (Afon. Cobby.) 

*^ The above are all sound, and the owner can be treated 
with. To be seen at his stables, Bed Lion Yard, (some) 
Street, Bloomsbury:" — or, perhaps. Golden Square, for 
such places are some of the haunts of these advertising 
gentlemen. 

Tallyho ! Go bark together 1 hark together ! hark I 
that's it ! the hunted fox for a thousand ! ^' Oh, the 
top of the morning to you, Major," for it's him sure 
enough, but now plain Mr. O'Reilly, with just a teste 
of the brogue and lots of the blarney. Faith, Major, 
you do it iligant ! But now, haying found him — cut 
bono ? You could get nothing from him but his skin, 
and that you are not allowed to take. He will prove 
these horses are not his, so all you could do would be 
to send or get him sent to prison — mind, you paying 
for the gratification of so doing, nr you can do it* 
The gratification, however, at best would be but small, 
and his chagrin would be also small: he would be 
quite at home there, and get indulgences that some 
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poor fellow, sent there for purloining a loaf for a 
famishing family, would not have money or interest 
with the worthy functionaries in charge of him to 
obtain. 

But let any sensible man look at this advertise- 
raent, and reflect a moment, he may save himself the 
trouble of going : the incongruity of the thing must 
strike him. Is it likely a gentleman who had been 
hunting with the Kilkenny and Garrison Hounds 
would bring horses from where they were known to 
London, where they are not ? The members of those 
Hunts, and the gentlemen who hunt with them, must 
have changed their nature very much from what they 
ever have been, if they let really good hunters escape 
them. Then, of all places, Bloomsbury ! If I wanted 
an attorney — God forbid one should want me! — I 
might look there for him : or, if I wished to find a 
piano or dancing master (a cheap one), hot rolls, or 
(now) hot potatoes, I might go to the purlieus about 
Golden Square for them ! but for a hunter, I should 
as soon look for a zebra at Almack's. Yet people do 
go ! Well, it's all the same to me whether they go or 
not : but they will not find it all the same to them. 

We have seen quite enough of these sort of gentry ; 
but really the ramifications from their genealogical 
stem are so varied and extensive, that I really believe 
all the honest men in England could stand under the 
shade of one of these noble denizens of their forest ; 
and here comes a collateral branch. 

This is one of those meddling sort of gentlemen to 
be found in London, and particularly in every pro- 
vincial town in England where the horse trade is 
carried on extensively enough to make it worth 
their residence. We will call this gentleman Mr. 
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Meddler, and a mighty meddling troublesome fellow 
he is, a perfect pest to dealers and Repositories, about 
whose stables he is always to be found more or less. 
Now, whether Mr. Meddler designates himself an 
agent, or what, I do not know, so I will call him a 
peripatetic salesman. His business (or at least what 
he makes his business) is, to know the appearance, 
qualifications, and price of every horse standing in a 
dealer's stable, or in those of any public establishment 
for sale ; and this by hook or by crook he will know, 
how much soever the master of either stable may wish 
to prevent him. But he knows a great deal more 
than this ; for he makes himself acquainted with every 
horse for sale in the neighbourhood, and also with 
every person wanting to purchase one for any given 
purpose ; so that he can very often, nay generally (if 
he chooses to do so), find a horse a master, and a 
master a horse to suit each other. Now this looks 
like a very useful fellow ; mats le vrai rCest pas tou' 
jours U vraiseniblable ; nor is this very useful fellow 
on the whole so great an acquisition to a town as some 
people think him. If his business consisted in saving 
people the trouble of looking for horses by informing 
them where such a horse or horses as they want are 
to be found, he would be a useful man, and no one 
would grudge him his guinea for his trouble (if they 
chose to employ him) ; but he does not wait for this ; 
he will have a feeling in every horse for sale in the 
town and neighbourhood, or he will use every exertion 
in his power to prevent its being bought, however 
good he may be. Having a hand in the sale of a 
horse is his bread, consequently it is his interest to 
prevent any one being sold in which he has not a 
feeling. 

VOL. I. z 
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I forget now upon what occasion it was, but when 
Cardinal Richelieu was once personally examining 
some unfortunate fellow touching some treasonable 
practices he had been guilty of, he asked him what 
had induced him to venture on such things ? Now 
the Cardinal was not the most urbane or just the sort 
of man one would by choice select to be examined by 
on such an occasion, nor was the milk of human kind- 
ness so redundant in his composition that there was any 
chance of its overflowing ; and thus forming (a second) 
milky way. The poor culprit knew this : so without 
any circumlocution, plainly and simply replied, as his 
only excuse, " Monsieur j il faut manger ! " This to 
some men would have been at least an extenuation, 
and the force of the homely argument would have 
been allowed. Not so the Cardinal: "«/i? n'en vois 
pas la nScessite^^^ says he. Cool, one would say, and 
by no means flattering : but the Cardinal, like horse- 
dealers, had little ways of his own, not the most 
agreeable to those who oflfended him ; and I doubt 
not could look grim enough in his fool's cap. Not 
being particular, I must say I should prefer an even- 
ing's assignation with a little chaperon rouge we have 
seen of later date. 

Now Mr. Meddler considers it is quite necessary to 
eat, though the Cardinal did not ; and eat he will, and 
well too, whoever pays for it. It may be wondered 
how such a man gets the sway he does in these things ; 
but it is easily accounted for. In London his powers 
are very limited, there being such a host of horses 
and customers that he can know but a small propor- 
tion of either, and strangers are constantly coming 
in ; but in provincial towns he knows every body, and 
every body knows him, as well as they do the market- 
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place; should any stranger arrive, Meddler's mo- 
desty will not prevent him making his acquaintance 
and volunteering his services ; nor does he suffer a 
fresh horse or two to enter the town without ascer- 
taining all about them. Thus it is seen that nothing 
of this sort can stir without his knowledge. Every- 
one who knows him knows this, and therefore applies 
to him for information and assistance, both of which 
he can afford, and will if he is paid for it. This is 
all fair enough we will say — " the labourer is worthy- 
of his hire," is an old saying, and quite a true one if 
we apportion the hire to the services he renders us ; 
but I will show where Mr. Meddler frequently is not 
worthy of his hire. 

We will suppose any one had applied to him to find 
him a horse of a certain sort for a certain purpose. 
Meddler knows one or two, as the case may be, exactly 
suited to the purpose. Now the horse being so is 
certainly a consideration with Meddler, but a very 
secondary one. The first is to whom does the horse 
hdong^ and will he pay him for selling him for him as 
much as he pleases to think he ought to get ? If "yes," 
the purchaser is immediately taken to both horse and 
owner : if " no," he will not be taken ; but, on the 
contrary, if another, who Meddler knows will pay, has 
a horse not half so well adapted to the purchaser's 
views, to him he will be taken ; for, mind, being well 
paid by one party will not suit Meddler : no, he must 
be paid by both, and paid well. His business there- 
fore is to take his employer where he can do the best 
for himself, not where he can do best for the employer ; 
and thus he is not always the safest gentleman in the 
world to trust to. I have rarely employed one of 
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these meddlers, preferring, as Listen said, to ^' mix 
for myself." Many people know to what this refers, 
but as many do not, I will mention it. 

Before Liston got so high in point of engagements 
as he afterwtrds most deservedly did, he had his daily 
pennyworth of milk taken . This got at last so very rich 
of the water that Liston could stand it no longer ; so 
next morning he made his appearance at the door with 
two small jugs in his hand ; the milkman, supposing he 
wanted an extra allowance for some purpose, filled the 
one with the usual quantity, and was preparing to fill 
the second, " No," says Liston, " I have brought that 
for the water ; now take back this mixture, and give 
me half in quantity of milk ; I will mix in future for 
myself." Now, like Liston, whenever I have applied 
to a meddler, although I paid him for his time, I stiU 
chose to " mix for myself." I perfectly well knew it 
would depend on circumstances as to what horses he 
might choose to inform me of, and well knew he would 
not tell me of every horse he thought I should like : 
still he would tell me of some, and thus save me trou- 
ble, and as I never should be guided by what he said, 
he could do no harm. I made use of him, as they say 
the lion does of the jackal ; but after he had found the 
quarry, I always begged him to stand aloof, and leave 
me to decide how far it might suit my appetite. He 
may (properly appreciated) be made a useful scout, 
but he is not to be trusted as a counsellor. Thus 
much for private individuals employing meddlers ; let 
us see how far they affect dealers. 

As I have in other places said, the ill word of any 
ignoramus or malevolent fellow used against a dealer 
or his horse is sure to be given implicit credit to, and 
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tnany a good horse is lost by people attending to such 
fellows. If Mr. Meddler would content himself with 
taking any person to a dealer's yard when he knew 
he had a horse in his stables to suit the customer, the 
dealer would of course be very happy to |ee him, and 
would pay him handsomely for his trouble : but there 
is something in forced intprference repugnant to one's 
feelings, even when no harm is meant. I think a 
pheasant kept to a day, and done to a turn, a capital 
thing : but I know I should kick confoundedly if a 
inan attempted to ram a leg down my throat, drum- 
stick and all ; so, though the dealer would willingly 
pay any meddler for what he sold for him, he does 
not wish to give him the command over all the horses 
in his stable, and a feeling in every one sold from 
them : but this is what Meddler wants, and therefore 
will, and does, in some way abuse every horse attempted 
to be sold without his interference : in fact, he wants 
to trade on the dealer's capital, and have a certain 
share in the pro6ts of each horse, though on an aver- 
age he is only the means of selling one in ten. The 
consequence would virtually be, that the dealer must 
wait till Mr. Meddler sold his horses for him, or give 
him a feeling in any one he takes the unwarrantable 
liberty of selling himself. Bravo, Mr. Meddler! a 
very modest way of constituting a little partnership, 
for it amounts to that. This I rather think is a little 
more than the dealer can aflford : it is an attempt to 
make him swallow the pheasant's leg with a venge- 
ance ! But if he refuses so large a morsel, he may 
fully calculate on Meddler's using his most strenuous 
eflforts to (as he would term it) choke off every cus- 
tomer that enters the yard. One plan would be this. 
I have said he is always hanging about to see what is 
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going forward: he is not always seen in the yard; 
but is enough there to know every horse in it, and 
somewhere about his price. Well ! he sees a gentleman 
looking at one there. Knowing the horse, he knows 
at once th^ description of animal wanted : he does 
not of course openly interfere in this case, or even 
suffer himself to be seen if he can prevent it : he has 
had a glimpse of the horse from the street, and that 
is enough for him. The gentleman leaves the yard : 
if he has so closed the bargain as to be unable to be 
off it, or, as Meddler says, to be choked off, Mr. Med- 
dler has lost his chance : but very probably the cus- 
tomer may not have quite done this : my life on it 
Meddler trots after him. " Beg your pardon. Sir, I 

saw you looking at a horse in 's yard. I know 

the horse very well ; he was bought (so and so) ; I 
don't wish to interfere I'm sure, but I know a horse 
would suit you exactly : he belongs to a mmvate Gen- 
tleman " (or Tradesman, as the case may be). He 
takes the customer to see the horse or others, if he 
can persuade him to do so : in fact, having got hold 
of him, he never leaves him if he can help it ; and 
thus takes a customer from the dealer, and, further, 
secures one for himself. Thus are these sneaks the 
bane of dealers. It is true they may order Mr. 
Meddler not to enter their yard ; but then, in certain 
situations, by making such a man an enemy, his tongue 
can (and it will not be his fault if it does not) do an 
incredible deal of mischief ; so the dealer is forced to 
bear the nuisance, and manage as well as he can, by 
from time to time throwing a sop to these Cerberi. 

At fairs you will be sure to find Meddler: he is 
either taken there by, or goes to meet, some dealer 
from a distance ; the dealer is aware Meddler knows 
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the horses of vuhie, or at least a great part of them 
likely to be there. Here he is useful, for he saves the 
dealer trouble and time, and can probably give him 
the history of many he looks at. Here he does not 
make it a sine qua non to be paid by both parties, 
though in most cases ho contrives to be" so ; for the 
dealer buying a number makes the day's work a good 
one to Meddler, supposing he only got what he gives 
him, and he would be afraid to play tricks with this 
employer ; for though this dealer not having suffered 
at home by Mr, Meddler's interference, is very good 
friends with him, and treats him to his dinner and 
bottle of wine, he knows how to appreciate him, and 
mostly uses him as a useful tool that he knows dare 
not turn its edge on him. 

At Repositories and public auctions Meddler is again 
met. To a repository he is a positive curse, for the 
owner of it must either pay him, or he will indiscri- 
minately abuse every horse there^ for these of all places 
Meddler detests the most. The dealer is culpable 
enough in his eyes for presuming to sell a certain 
number of horses without him : what then must be 
his absolute loathing of a place where such numbers 
are sold without him? He hates its very walls; he 
knows he cannot be always paid here, for it would 
look rather odd to any person, on being paid for a 
horse sold there, to find, in addition to the regular 
conmiission, an item, "Paid Mr. Meddler 21. com- 
mission." The customer might be uncourteous enough 
to say, " Who the devil is Mr Meddler ?" The owner 
of the Repository might feelingly enough say, " Why, 
he is the devil :" but I do not think this would satisfy 
the customer. We shall, I am sorry to say, have 
occasion to mention Mr. Meddler again, as I now 
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propose to do myself the honour of introducing my 
reader to Repositories. 

I have been obliged, in accordance with what I pro- 
posed in commencing these Hints on Horse Dealers in 
general, to dwell for some time on the acts and habits 
of the lowest of the low, and, to carry the thing out, 
to quote their sentiments, language, and expressions. 
I fear the task is not yet quite complete ; it will, there- 
fore (if only for a time), be a relief to get into a 
respectable place, and to meet a respectable man. I 
shall therefore begin by taking my reader to Osbom's 
— "Harry Osbom's." 

We may be now supposed to have arrived at a spot 
where we have Gray's Inn, Verulam Buildings, with 
sundry other buildings and courts (all inhabited by 
gentlemen of the law), to our right — (quite right 
to leave them there) — and th^ Repository on our 
left. Some person may say that I have brought 
ray reader into a very pretty dilemma; for, turn 
which side he may, he has a very fair chance of 
being done. What might be the result of turning to 
the right I cannot say ; but by taking the other turn, 
I wiQ answer for his coming out unscathed. Besides, 
there is another thing to be considered : if he should 
not like this place, he need not go there again — a 
sequitur not always to be relied on by those who pay 
a visit to the other. " In medio tutissimits ibisy^ they 
say : now, if we did this, we should run plump into a 
brewery ; and really I am not certain, that, if we were 
tempted to take a solution of cocculus indicus^ it would 
be altogether so safe an alternative. " Quanti vivono 
in questo mondo aUe specie di questo e di quello /'* This 
may be applied to all three places ; so we will at once 
turn into Osborn's. 
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Reader, do you see that elderly person in a plain 
frock-coat, with a pair of shoes, or boots, whose soles 
would create wonder even with a Folkstone fisher- 
man ? That is Mr. Henry Osbom — in the vocabulary 
of his old customers, and many very old customers he 
has, "Harry Osbom" — by whom, if your appearance 
and address proclaim you a gentleman, I will answer 
for it you will be received with the deference due to 
your rank in life; or if they denote your being merely 
a respectable man, you will be treated with the atten- 
tion and civility due to a customer. — {Mem. no 
light blue satin cravats worn ; no champagne talked 
about, though a bottle might be routed out on occa- 
sion.) — Osbom does not call himself a gentleman; 
but, I tell you what, he will very soon judge whether 
his customer is one or not. 

I think I am justified in calling this the first com- 
mission stable in England, for two reasons — I believe 
Osbom was the first who devoted himself exclusively 
to this branch of the horse trade, and that he has in 
this way sold more horses than any other man in 
existence. I am not going to write a panegyric on 
Mr. Osbom : but so far as I know of him — and I 
knew him, and he sold horses for me, and to me, when 
I was a mere boy — I can only say, were I in London, 
and wanted a horse, to him / should go ; and I be- 
lieve, greatly to his credit be it said, the greater part 
of his old customers who have left him have left the 
world also. 

Having shown my reader a Repository where I 
consider the business is carried on as fairly as the 
nature of that business will allow — for, in road 
phrase, a little ^'shouldering" will creep into the best 
regulated Repositories — I will endeavour to show 
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what might be done in one where a man intends to 
do. 

All persons who are not amateurs of horses are 
much more suspicious of those whose business lies in 
that way than those who are ; but, unluckily, their 
suspicions are seldom directed to the right point : so, 
not knowing what to guard against, these suspicions 
do them no good. The chief apprehensions I have 
heard people express in sending a horse to a comimis- 
sion stable for sale are, first, that he will be cheated 
of his proper feeding ; and, secondly, that the owner 
of the stables wUl keep the horse unsold for the advan- 
tage he derives from the livery expenses. Nothing 
can be more futile or groundless (in a general way) 
than both these apprehensions ; not from any honesty 
on the part of the owner or his subordinates if 
either or both are inclined to be tricky, but from 
other causes. With respect to the feeding: this is 
done by the foreman, who, in large establishments, 
generally goes at the regular feeding hours with a 
corn-barrow to the different stables: here he gives 
to the man or men, according to the number of horses, 
a feed for each. Thus the foreman cannot cheat the 
horses without the knowledge of the strappers ; and 
he values his berth too much to put himself in their 
power ; for if he did, he would soon become under 
them instead of their being under him. As he dare 
not keep back com for his own advantage, you may 
depend upon it he would not do so for that of his 
master, unless directed by him to that effect : and 
this he would not be, for then he would have it in his 
power to expose his employer. So, even supposing 
the whole lot — master, foreman, and strappers — to 
be rogues, the fear of each other in this particular 
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keeps them honest. Now the strappers — the gener- 
ality of whom I give full credit for being quite dis- 
posed to pillage both master and customer if they can 
do so with impunity — if they could carry the com 
home in lieu of giving it to the horses, there is little 
doubt but they would do so ; but the horses are seen 
feeding by other eyes, as well as those of the man 
directly in charge of them ; so he must give them 
their feed : and supposing he did crib a portion from 
each, oats are a bulky article in proportion to their 
value, and could not be conveyed away in any quan- 
tity, A few to feed a rabbit or hen or two is the most 
that could be got off: and supposing this done, the 
quantity taken from six or seven horses could never 
affect them. The customer has another guarantee 
against his horse not getting his feeding. These 
helpers always look to getting some little reward if a 
horse is sold or taken away, provided he looks as if he 
had had justice done him ; and this they are quite sure 
they will not get if he looks the reverse : so, depend 
on it, they would be more likely to rob their master 
of his com than your horse. There is one way in 
which he may come off second best ; but if he does, it 
is your fault ; so I give you a hint that may be useful. 
K you are known as one who gives a shilling, 
or not anything, where half-a-crown would be advan- 
tageously given to a helper, so sure as your horse 
is a horse half his oats will be cribbed from him and 
given to that of some one who pays properly. Pay 
properly, and you need be under no fear of any want of 
attention to your horse. Under all circumstances, pay 
servants, not lavishly, but liberally: it is not only 
justice, but economy in the long run. I have never 
been in the habit of keeping horses at livery unless 
for a day or two, or if sent for sale ; but whether in 



348 A PUBLIC CONVENIENCE. 

these cases or at inns (where I was known) I always 
found my horses made as comfortable as in their own 
stables, whatever other people's might be. Even a 
shilling extra will do this, and it is a very cheap mode 
of preventing coughs, colds, and cracked heels. 

Now for the other apprehension, of a horse being 
kept unsold for the sake of his livery. This is a thing 
rarely done ; but when he is so kept, it is for a much 
more rascally purpose than the paltry consideration 
supposed. No, no; if you are intended to be robbed, 
depend on it, it will be done to a much larger tune 
than a few oats, or the five or six shillings per week 
profit on the livery. 

We will suppose a person has been unfortunate 
enough to send a horse to a Repository for private 
sale where the master (who we will call Mr. Nickem) 
is as great a rogue as you could desire : of course, the 
result would depend a great deal on who sent him 
there, and how far he knew and was known to under- 
stand how to guard against any tricks that might be 
wished to be played him. We will, however, suppose 
in this case the horse to be sent by some one knowing 
about as much of Nickem's practices as the generality 
of persons do of those of many of the Repositories for 
the private sale of horses. In large provincial towns 
there is also often a weekly sale by auction: now this is 
really a very great convenience^ as it affords the seller 
the choice of being done privately or publicly, and 
effectually by either mode. 

But before I proceed further with Mr. Nickem and 
his Repository, I must make a little digression, in 
order to answer two more observations I have heard 
made as complaints against the owners of Reposi- 
tories ; for let every man have justice at all events. 
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The one is, that you can never get them to tell you 
what they think your horse is worth or likely to bring: 
the other, that they will not tell to whom the horses 
or any particular horse belongs that may be standing 
with them for sale. This, I grant, looks like a want 
of candid, fair, and straightforward conduct ; in fact, 
looks like a little hocus-pocus, that causes suspicion 
with the inquirer. It is quite true that the observa- 
tion is a correct one ; and equally so, that, till it is 
explained, it has a very suspicious look. Doubtless 
this concealment is frequently made for nefarious pur- 
poses, but not always ; in fact, except in particular 
cases it is necessary, and that necessity arises more 
from the fault of the customer than the salesman. 

We will suppose a gentleman takes a horse to show 
any owner of a Repository, and values him (as a 

middling price) at sixty: he asks Mr. what he 

thinks the horse is worth : we will just see the 

predicament Mr. would put himself in if he gave 

his opinion. If he stated that he considered the 
horse worth more than the owner did, the latter 
would be afterwards disappointed, and consider him- 
self ill-used if on further inspection it was found 
the horse would not bring that sum ; indeed, he would 
most probably consider some chicanery had been used 
towards him : and if, on the contrary, the salesman 
valued him at less than the owner (and which in most 
cases he might very fairly do), he would be set down 
either as a bad judge or a rogue ; and very probably 
the owner would at once ride away, hoping to find a 
more promising market. Now, though a good judge 
will go very near the mark as to the value of a young 
sound fresh horse in a fair, it is not generally this 
description of horse that is sent to a Repository : on 
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the contrary, they are mostly horses that have been 
used, and their value depends chiefly on their merits: 
consequently a horse of this sort may, when he comes 
to be ridden or driven, be worth ten or twenty pounds 
more or less than he looks when merely a cursory 
glance is taken of him. If a horse looking worth we 
will say forty pounds is found on mounting him to go 
away (in stable phrase) with his knee up, can trot at 
the rate of fifteen or sixteen miles an hour, and goes 
over the stones as safe and firm as on the high road, 
such a hack is worth a hundred to many people, and 
would bring it : whereas, if on the contrary, he went 
shoving his feet along as if he was trying whether the 
stones were slippery or not, twenty pounds and a cart 
is his value and place : in fact, there are many who, 
like me, would not accept him as a gift. This is not 
to be ascertained by a horse being merely rode up to 
a stable door ; though a keen eye will form an opinion 
even by this, and probably will be to a great extent 
correct. But we are not to suppose that any man 
will take the trouble to try your horse merely for 
the pleasure of giving you his opinion of him, and 
which would very likely be that he is a brute. It 
might be very candid to tell you so, but it would not 
be business, and, teU it as civilly as such a thing could 
be told, the only consequence and thanks that would 
arise would be, the horse would not be left for sale ; 
and a man cannot aflford to pay two or three hundred 
a-year for premises merely to show you how candid 
he is. In nineteen cases out of twenty, therefore, a 
man is quite justified in declining to value a horse 
brought to him for sale. The owner ought to know 
his value : if he does not, when he comes to be shown 
to the public, that will very shortly enlighten him in 
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this particular ; for though this man or that may not 
be a judge of such matters, the public is, and a very 
good one* 

Now we will see why it would be injudicious to 
state to whom horses for sale belong. Owners very 
frequently do not wish this to be done, for various 
reasons ; but if they did, and the salesman was to tell 
this, the consequence would be, what I dare say the 
generality of persons never dreamt of — he would be 
lucky if he got his commission on half the horses he 
sold. It may be said that gentlemen will not be guilty 
of ungentlemanlike acts. To this doctrine on a broad 
scale I fully subscribe ; but I must also say there are 
a great many who will. Besides this, all the horses 
sent to a Repository are not sent by gentlemen, nor 
are they all gentlemen who treat for them : conse- 
quently, unless a salesman knows his customer very 
well, in justice to himself he must take care that he 
does not give the opportunity for such things taking 
place with him. I will answer for it that Osbom 
would tell me (and doubtless many others of his cus- 
tomers if they chose to ask him) to whom any horse 
belonged, unless desired not to do so : nay further, if 
I wished to purchase a horse in his stables, and more 
was asked for him than I thought he was worth, he 
would tell me (for he has done it) — " I am not autho- 
rised to take less than I ask you ; but he belongs to 
Mr. So-and-so : if you like to go to him, you may, and 
if he chooses to take less I can have no objection." 
But before he would do this, he would know his cus- 
tomer, and feel quite certain no mean advantage 
would be taken. Depend on it he would not do this 
by a stranger: and, what is more, would take still 
greater precaution in doing it to many he does know. 
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It seems very natural a man should wish to learn 
all he can of a horse he wishes to buy ; and this in* 
duces many persons who do not intend any unfairness 
to ask to whom he belongs — not by-the-by that I 
consider the owner as a certain source of correct in- 
formation on the subject : in many cases quite the re- 
verse ; still, to get to the owner seems to many persons 
the great desideratum, forgetting, that if the salesman's 
interest in selling a horse is three pounds, probably in 
point of convenience or money the owner's is three 
times as much : consequently, he has three times as 
much interest in deceiving the buyer ; and if a pur- 
chaser expects an owner to tell him the faults or any 
faults of his horse, he expects a great deal more than 
I should. 

This, however, does not explain how a salesman is 
likely to suflFer by being, as the purchaser would wish, 
candid ; but the following case does. A. finds out by 
some means that a horse standing at a Repository 
belongs to B. A. has been asked, say fifty pounds ; 
away he posts to B. ; tells him he has been looking at 
his horse, and is disposed to buy him ; that he has 
oflfered thirty-five, which has been refused. Now if 
the salesman had sold the horse at forty, B. would 
have received thirty-eight, so A. and B. lay their heads 
together, and conclude the bargain by B. taking thirty- 
seven. This is only one pound less than he would 
have got had the horse been sold by the salesman at 
forty : so the liberal pair concoct this little arrange- 
ment between them, B. sends for his horse home ; of 
course says nothing of his being sold ; merely pays 
for keep, and thus, although he was sold through the 
connection of the salesman, and from being seen and 
shown at his establishment, he is thus done out of his 
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commission. I hope, nay I do not doubt, there are 
many who would think that few suet underhand 
fellows as A. and B. are to be met with : this is, how- 
ever, very wide of the fact : for the truth is, not only 
are A. and B. to be met with, but we may go on to L., 
and find personality to answer to each letter. This, 
being about the middle of the alphabet, brings it to 
what I say, that by letting buyers and sellers meet, 
the salesman would lose half his commission : so the 
man is obliged to give ambiguous and evasive an- 
swers to prevent himself suffering from the meanness 
and avarice of those from whom one might expect at 
least fairness of conduct : but so in truth it is. 

Another trick is sometimes played a salesman. 
Some fellow, half dealer and half gentleman, brings 
three or four horses to a Repository for sale : he takes 
care to ask such a price for his horses that it is next 
to impossible for the salesman to sell them at it. If 
he does happen to do so, well and good : in that case 
he would get his commission ; indeed, he could not be 
kept out of it : but at any thing like a fair price he 
will not ; for it is managed in this way. The owner, 
or his man, are one or the other constantly by the 
side of the horses ; consequently not one can be shown 
without those worthies knowing all about it. The 
horse is liked, but the price asked by the salesman 
precludes his being sold by him. But the owner gets 
at the gentleman, who of course does not trouble 
himself about the salesman's commission, and thus 
buys the horse of the owner, who agrees to bring him 
to the purchaser's stable ; he gets paid for him ; and 
here again the salesman is done. If the owner thinks 
there is a probability of his being found out at this, 
all he does is to take his other horses somewhere else ; 

VOL. I. A A 



354 scAinnNe a new face. 

BO even Nickem is done sometimes. It may be said 
no one pities Am, nor do I, for he does other people 
often enough; but it accounts for why a salesman, 
whether a rogue or a respectable man, evades letting 
people into the knowledge of to whom horses^long ; 
and this is all I intended to do. 

We will now return to the supposed case of a 
horse being sent to Nickem to sell. The reader must 
bear in mind that we are now sending him to a man 
who, from the moment any horse comes into his 
clutches, sets out with the determination to get all 
that can fairly, or unfairly, be got out of him for his 
own benefit ; and to do Nickem justice, he is no petty- 
larceny rogue ; he will not descend to rob your- horse, 
though he wiU ascend pretty high in the scale of in- 
genuity to rob you. Now there is no great ingenuity 
in robbing in a common vulgar way ; but to rob so 
as to avoid suspicion, and even to induce your victim 
to return and be robbed again, requires no little tact ; 
and this is Nickem's /(>r^^. 

If (which is the general mode) a horse is sent to 
a repository by a servant, with a note stating, his 
particulars and price, the first thing Nickem does 
is to cast an eye on him, to judge a little what 
degree of trouble he is worth ; that is, not whether 
he is to be treated better or worse, but what quantum 
of chicanery it seems probable it will be worth while 
to employ against him, or rather his master. If a 
conmion twenty or twenty-five pound brute, that is 
about worth the money asked and no more, he is 
merely put up in the stable, takes his chance of sale 
(and he really gets a chance), for Nickem would say 
of him in reference to his not coming in for his share 
of roguery, about the same as the man affectionately 
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said to his wife, who fondly remarked the difference 
of his conduct to that of his neighbour, who thrashed 
his rib about three times a week, " Tm d — d if I 
thinks you worth it." 

We will, however, suppose the horse brought to be 
a clever nag, and eighty is asked for him: Nickem 
thinks this a price he can get for him : he by no 
means, however, intends to do so ; that is, while the 
horse belongs to the present owner, and here is a case 
where a horse wiU be purposely kept unsold^ though 
not for the advantage of his livery profits. No ! if 
Nickem can get him himself, by nominally selling him 
to some coadjutor for sixty, he expects to make 
twenty ; if for fifty, thirty ; and of course, if he is to 
be had for forty, just that sum would go into Nickem's 
pocket short what he may be forced to give his friend 
if he employs one: if not, he pouches the whole. 
Now this is better than livery, or saving a bushel of 
oats worth three shillings : and men have been placed 
in such situations, by a regularly concerted plot, as to 
be willing to take such a reduction as forty in eighty, 
ay, and will again, and thank Nickem too for the 
trouble he has taken. " The horse has been unlucky 
certainly," says the owner, " and I lose a great deal 
of money by him ; but neither you nor I can help 
that." Certainly the owner cannot; but I rather 
opine Nickem could have helped it, and by not doing 
so has helped himself pretty handsomely. 

With such a horse, on his arrival the first thing to 
be done is to get him out of sight till Nickem has 
privately thoroughly overhauled him. This is very 
easily done by putting him in a box : two men are 
inmiediately set about him, clothes and bandages 
brought, lots of warm water, &c. This is the 
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beginning of ** slaying the innocents." The horse 
being put up, groom gets half-a-crown to get his 
glass of brandy-and- water after his journey ; so he is 
made comfortable^ as well as his horse: and as by 
this time the uagsman and he have become acquainted, 
he goes to make himself comfortable also ; and while 
they are doing this, nagsman (who does not want to 
be told his business,) sucks the groom's brains, 
and learns all he knows about the horse, and any 
others in his master's stable. There is then a con- 
siderable shaking of hands, groom takes his saddle on 
his back, goes off by coach, and the horse is left like a 
boy at school, the difference being, however, that the 
boy often learns very little, whereas the horse will 
learn a good deal : the master also (if not in the higher 
branches of education) will get a lesson so far as 
pounds, shillings, and pence go. The groom, on 
going home, represents all this, and Mr. Nickem's 
having ordered him into a " capital box after his jour- 
ney." The master is of course pleased with this. " It 
was very careful and attentive of Mr. Nickem ! " Very I 
The coast being now clear, the next morning, before 
any customer comes in, Nickem has the horse out, 
sees his paces, examines him minutely as to soundness, 
and gets the nagsman on him ; if a hunting-like horse, 
or represented as one, sees him over a fence or two, 
and the bar, and also in his gallop : if he is stated 
to be a harness-horse, hq sees him in that : if he 
is not so represented, but he considers as a harness- 
horse he would sell well, he has him carefully tried. 
EJven his behaviour while the harness is being put 
on will show to an experienced eye how far he is 
likely to go quiet : if he seems good-tempered, he is just 
put into a break; a hundred yards suffices : Nickem now 
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knows what the master does not, namely, whether 
he is Jiikely to make a harness-horse. This in some 
horses puts on or takes off twenty, perhaps thirty 
pounds in their value, and this is all done without 
any exposure to servants. True enough, they know 
quite well what game is going on, but their place is 
too good to lose by talking ; and if they did, what 
could they say further than that " master had tried 
the horse in every way ! " If even the owner caught 
the horse under this trial, a lie would be ready cut 
and dried for him : Ude could not turn out an ome- 
lette atix fines herbes half as quickly as Nickem could 
a dozen plats of well-dried, highly-spiced, and seasoned 
fibs : " 'tis his vocation, Hal ! " He was seeing him in 
harness for a match for a gentleman who would buy 
him in a minute if he seemed likely to take to har- 
ness : " or, if he was being leaped, Nickem " intends 
to write off immediately to a customer now he can 
safely say the horse leaps well : he always wishes to 
sell gentlemen's horses as soon as possible, so he likes 
to see what they can do : he can then take upon him- 
self to recommend them." This the owner cannot 
deny is very fair, proper, and indeed conscientious in 
Nickem. Very t 

Nickem having learnt pretty nearly all he wants 
about the horse, he must now learn all he can about 
the gentleman, and see how far he is likely to go 
quietly or be obstreperous. in the harness he intends 
to put on him. He plies him as to price. Probably 
Nickem's opinion is asked, and possibly his advice. 
This advice will of course be given as best suits his 
own interest. Before, however, he gives in this opi- 
nion or advice, he puts in a feeler something in this 
way: — "Why, Sir, the price to be taken of course 
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remains with you, and depends a good deal upon 
whether you wish the horse sold as soon as possible, 
or whether you are disposed to hold out for price, as 
in that case we must wait till the right customer 
comes ; and also whether you are determined not to 
sell under a certain price ; or whether you have any 
objection to him, and are determined not to take him 
back : but in either case, you know, Sir, it is my in- 
terest to get the most I can, for the more you get the 
more I get ; so it is the interest of both to get^ the 
most we can." — " Humph ! " — {Mem. I say humph) : — 
the owner says, " Of course, Mr. Nickem." 

Now this said feeler, with the acute sensibility of 
touch that Nickem has, brings out more than enough 
to show him the present determination of the owner. 
I ssij present J because a few days and a few tricks very 
often alter these sort of determinations amazingly. 
Of course various means are employed to bring this 
about, varying according to circumstances. In this 
case, we will suppose a medium kind of determina- 
tion in the seller. Nickem has persuaded him he 
ought to take less than he asked ; and it is left that 
the seller is willing to make a considerable reduction 
rather than send the horse back. But this reduction 
does not amount to perhaps more than one fourth of 
what Nickem wants, so a beginning must be made to 
bring this about. We will instance one way of be- 
ginning. The owner and Nickem see the horse out 
together. In this case he is not shown so as to make 
his master more in love with him than he was: in 
short, he never saw the horse go worse. Nickem 
looks in so peculiar and attentive a way at the horse's 
going, that the seller is induced to ask his motive. 
Before he gives an answer (so delicately tenacious is 
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he of saying an unpleasant thing, and so feelingly alive 
is he to the interest of his employer), that he says to 
his man, " Go down again, Jem ; give him his head ; 
go five miles an hour ; that'll do ; stand/' He now 
looks at one foot, then turns to the owner : " I beg 
pardon for not answering before, Sir ; has this horse 
ever been a little tender on this foot ?" — " No, never, 
Mr. Nickem; there cannot be a sounder horse." — 
" Oh, I'm sure of that, Sir, from what you say ; but 
I can't fancy he goes quite level now." This is feeler 
the second, and gets a hint how the seller will take 
anything of this kind : but it does more than this ; it 
just leaves Nickem in a situation to be able hereafter 
with a good grace to confess his mistake, or to prove 
the correctness of his eye and judgment : in fact to 
make the horse a sound or unsound one as he pleases. 
Not wishing at present to alarm the owner sufficiently 
to cause him to fear his horse is not in a state for sale, 
he now says — ^^ I see that shoe presses a little hard 
on the heel ; I have no doubt but that is all that is the 
matter. I -will get his feet nicely put to rights : they 
will look all the better for sale, and I have no doubt 
the horse wiU be all right immediately. I will see it 
done myself." — "(Jfem. no doubt of that!) — Then 
addressing his man, ^^ Put a poultice on that horse's off 
foot, and I will get his shoes altered first thing in the 
morning : go in. — No occasion. Sir, to make every- 
body as wise as ourselves : we'll set him to rights, 
never fear !*' Some people might think that if a shoe 
really pinched, the sooner it was off the better, and 
would have it off immediately. I should, and so 
would Nickem in such a case : but then the owner 
might be inclined to see his horse's foot pared out 
himself. This would not be so convenient ; though 
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even then the thing might be managed right, and 
would be, unless the owner was pretty conversant 
with the anatomy of feet. 

Nickem has really done a good deal of business 
in an hour. He has got ten pounds taken off the 
price of the horse as a beginning ; he has found out 
that the owner does not wish to get him back if he 
can at all help it ; added to which, he is requested to 
let him know what offer is made. This, if Nickem 
does not go to sleep, is ten pounds more off. He has 
raised something like a doubt of his perfect soundness, 
has got the opportunity of ascertaining this for his 
own private satisfaction; has the means of keeping 
him sound or making him an unsound one ; and has 
put the owner a good deal more out of humour with 
the horse than he was when he left his stable. Now 
this is doing business : some particular and illiberal 
people may also call it doing customers. This is in 
fact the grand dish that calls forth all Nickem's ta- 
lent : the spiced and seasoned fibs are merely little 
side-dishes, adjuncts, and sauces, required to make 
the whole look well, and are as necessary to form his 
chef'cTcBuvre as the claret is to stewed carp. A really 
well'done customer is a glorious dish, always to be 
found at Nickem's table ; and, what is better, instead 
of costing money, puts money in his pocket. French 
cooks serve up glorious dishes ; but I apprehend on 
rather a more expensive plan. 

Nickem having thus put matters en train, it will 
now be advisable to wait a bit, and let the customer 
cool a little. Nothing cools colts or customers more 
than " standing on the bit,^ provided we do not keep 
them long enough at it to ruffle their tempers : and 
finding no offer made, or at least not one near the 
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mark, is also as great a cooler to a seller as the patent 
powders are to ice-creams, chablia or champagne : the 
two refrigerators make them all just fit to be used ; 
in fact, to be taken in. After a few days, a letter is 
sent to the customer, post-mark (we will say) Brigh* 
ton, something to this effect: — 

"Mr. Nickem, 
** Sir — From the very strong recommendation you gave 
me of the bay horse I saw at your Repository on Wednesday, 
I am induced to make you an offer for him. If the owner 
is disposed to take fifty pounds, you may give it for me. 
This, considering he is not a horse of any known character, I 
think is his full value. I am. Sir,'* &c. — Signed (of course) 
anybody. 

This additional feeler, considering it only cost a 
shilling to a guard to put it in the post office, is not 
an expensive one, and is sent, accompanied by a note 
from Nickem, giving it as his opinion " that it is not 
quite what he should recommend being taken, as by 
holding the horse over he is satisfied he should get a 
better price." 

This holding over, though it has cooled the custo- 
mer, now, like the bit, from having been kept some 
time on, begins to make him restless and fidgetty ; so, 
after reading Anybody^ a letter, he first d — s the horse, 
then his ill luck, and (almost) the Repository ; but 
most particularly and especially the dealer from whom 
he bought him. " Nickem did, in fact, tell him he had 
given too much ! " He resolves to send his groom for 
the horse : then comes the afiter-thought of the trouble, 
inconvenience, and expense of this, added to the doubt 
of his being able to sell him at home. Then, in favour 
of taking the offer, comes the homely adage of making 
the best of a bad bargain. This is not always to be 
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* done ; £3r he has got hold of Nickem^ and Nickem of 
him. Now, Nickem is a bad bargain ; and it does not 
seem likely he will make the best of him. Again, if 
the horse is sold from home, no one knows for what 
he was sohL This is really a consideration, and a great 
one ; for though being conscious of our having done 
a foolish thing, is bad enough, it is still worse that our 
njeighbours should be conscious of it also. So down 
he sits, takes his pen, d — s that (though on another 
occasion he would have merely changed it), and then 
tells Mr. Nickem " that though fifty pounds is a mise- 
rable price for such a horse, as he has been so unlucky 
to him, he had better take it at once to put an end to 
further trouble." God help the man in his innocency ! 
for there is a little further trouble in store for him 
yet. By-the-bye, who keeps the key of this store ? I 
do not know ; certainly no one with any parliamentary 
interest, for by Jove, serving out troubles to the world 
is no sinecure. 

It may now be reasonably supposed that Nickem, 
having got the horse to fifty, would be disposed, nay 
content, to have him : not he ; have him he wiU, but 
why give fifty even, if forty will do ! " Ridiculous ! " 
some people may say : " is it to be supposed a man is 
to be further gulled, and that, thinking fifty pounds a 
miserable price, he will take ten pounds less ?" Yes, 
he will, and probably solicit Nickem to take him at 
that ; and we shall soon see one of the ways by which 
he will be made to do so. 

Reader ; did you ever hear of " manufacturing a 
com?^' Probably not; but I have, and I dare say 
should have had the thing tried with me, if I had not 
always perfectly well known whether any horse of 



THE SEIXEB DONE BUT NOT BBOWNED. 363 

mine had corns or not, and never left it to any one to* 
determine the fact for me. But, as Nickem now finds 
it judicious to manufacture one, the reader will learn 
all about it. Nickem has perfectly satisfied himself 
long since that the horse was sound, and had he been 
offered at any time fifteen or twenty pounds more 
than he was authorised to take for hinoi, he would have 
done so and pocketed the balance : — (how this may 
be done without detection I shall by-and-by explain ; 
sufficient for the present transaction is the evil there- 
of :) — but not having been offered this, and resolving 
to have him, forty is the price determined on : so now 
we will manufacture the com. 

The smith is sent for. Nickem does not compro- 
mise himself to him, as you will see. " Take off that 
shoe : I am afraid this horse has a corn." Off comes 
the shoe, and the searcher is applied. " Take down 
both heels pretty well, so as not to disfigure the foot 
too much : there, now try this heel ; I am sure it is 
very deep-seated. Go on : ah ! I was sure of it. 
There, put on his shoe." The smith perfectly well 
knows what all this is about ; but he shoes for the 
place, and knows it is as much his business not to 
make remarks, as it is to make horseshoes and corns 
when either are wanted. 

The owner is now written to, to say his horse is sold 
at fifty, Nickem regretting he could not do better. 
The owner thanks Grod he is gone at all events, though 
the price was bad. Now this philosophy and thank- 
fulness is very proper and grateful ; but he is not gone ; 
for the next day the seller receives — " Sir, I regret 
to say your horse has been returned to my stables, not 
having answered the warranty of soundness given 
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when sold. I send you Mr. the veterinary sur- 
geon's opinion. I am, Sir/* &c. 

** I certify I have this day examined a bay gelding, brought 
to me by Mr. Nickem's foreman, and find he has a com on 
his off- forefoot, and is consequently unsound. 

"Timothy Txtrnbmback, V.S." 

I fear the gentleman's feelings of thankfulness will 
be somewhat diminished by this, whatever his philo- 
sophy may be. He determines personally to see into 
the thing — that is, as far as he can, which will not 
be very far after all. 

We will leave the gentleman preparing for his jour- 
ney, and consider a little the ins and outs of these corn 
cases, for they are of very frequent occurrence. Now 
a corn is really the neatest, the least cruel, the most 
certain, and least to be disputed mode of making an 
unsound horse I know of. Veterinarians may give 
you a long account of the nature, cause, and eflfects of 
corns ; but in examining a horse, there is no need for 
this ; there it is^ and that is enough. There is a red 
mark ; a com is a red mark : and whether that has 
been produced by pressure, bruise, or by having cut 
so near the sensible part of the foot as to show the 
same thing, it returns the horse, and that is aU Nickem 
wanted. It may be asked whether a Vet may not 
be able to tell a manufactured corn from one pro- 
duced by ordinary causes ? This is not my business to 
answer or interfere with. I have only shown what I 
meant — that corns are made, and horses are returned 
in consequence of them. 

WewiU say the gentleman has arrived, and expressed 
his astonishment and chagrin very vehemently, and 
very naturally : Nickem has also expressed his chagrin 
very artijiciaUy: he has not expressed his astonishment, 
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because this is the time to remind the gentleman of a 
little observation made by Nickem at the commence* 
ment of the business, and kept in reserve for use when 
wanted, Nickem now thinks it is wanted; so says, 
" I am not so much surprised as you are, Sir, at the 
horse having this com ; for if you remember, I told 
you when I saw him out, I thought he did not run level. 
When I had him shod, I did not like to cut his foot too 
much down to examine it ; but when the veterinary 
surgeon did, he saw it directly. I am sorry to find 
I was right after all. I wish we had had him exa* 
mined at first : it would have saved trouble and time." 
" Well," exclaims the owner in despair, " what is to 
be done now ? I suppose we must sell him without 
warranting him." — "I will do that, if you please," 
says Nickem ; " but it will be a great loss and pity : 
had you not better take him home?" — "Home!" 
cries the thoroughly tired-out customer : " no ; Til sell 
him at something; will you buy him, Mr. Nickem ?" 
— Nickem declares " he never buys a horse brought 
to him for sale : he always avoids that if possible. " — 
" Well," cries the owner, " can you send for any one 
who tmU buy him at once ? " — " Why, " says Nickem, 
" there is a man likely enough to buy him, but I must 
tell you he is a confounded rogue. Would you like 
to speak to him ? " The owner would just now speak 
to the Old One, if he thought he would buy his horse. 
Nickem opens the ball with, " Mr. Meddler, I have 
sold a very fine horse for this gentleman, for fifty : he 
has been returned for a slight com ; will you buy 
him ? " Meddler shakes his head : " No, thank you, 
Mr. Nickem, I lost enough by the last horse you per* 
suaded me to buy of a gentleman." — " Well," says 
Nickem, " but we must take off a five-pound note." 
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" Yes," says Meddler, " you must take off a good 
many if I buys him." — " Nonsense ! " exclaims the 
owner, now joining in : " come, what will you give for 
him ? " — " I'd rather not make an offer," says Med- 
dler. By dint of persuasion, however. Meddler at last 
says, "Well, I'll give five-and-twenty, and no more." 
He then walks off. — " I told you, Sir," says Nickem, 
^^ he was a rogue ; but I got a gentleman out of his 
horse last week by selling him to the fellow: so I 
hoped I could you ; but I believe he did lose ten 
pounds ; so he is worse than ever now." 

" Come now," says the gentleman, " you can get 
out of the horse better of course than I can : do buy 
him yourself. What can you afford to give me?" 
After many objections, a good deal of sympathising 
with the owner, &c., Nickem says, " Well, Sir, if you 
really so earnestly wish it, I am not like Mr. Meddler ; 
I don't think so much of the corn as he did : indeed I 
should think very little of it if I had not seen the horse 
go a little tender when I first saw him out with you. 
I will take him off your hands at forty pounds ; and 
if you can bring any friend who will give me the forty 
back, he shall be very welcome to him ! " 

I think my reader wiU allow I have been as good a 
prophet in this as Yates. I have seen so many tricks 
of this sort, which have always ended very like this, 
that depend on it my supposed case is very near the 
mark. 

Having described seme of the transactions carried 
on in some repositories, and brought forward Mr. 
Nickem in the principal character of the piece, which 
may be either farce or light comedy to the actors and 
audience, but partakes a good deal of the tragic so 
£str as the author of the re;»*e8entation is concerned; 
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and who, in contradistinction £rom authors in general, 
does not feel himself under any great obligation to the 
performers for plajdng their parts so well: in fact, 
though he wad told all was done that could be done 
for his benefit^ it was himself who was done^ and his 
benefit was, as I fear such things often are, no benefit 
to any one but the lessee of the premises^ Let us, 
however, in charity hope, that whatever Mr. Nickem's 
deserts may be, he ^dll be off the stage when we 
expect the, drop scene! Our own cup of iniquity is 
ftill enough : let us, therefore, if the business of the 
stage demands Azm, mercifully direct the caU*boy, 
wherever the culprit may be, to seek hfan on the 
0. P. S. This shall not, however, deter us from being 
on our guard agauist his usual cast of character. To 
assist my reader in being so, will be my attempt in 
the following pages. 

I alluded to Nickem's managing to sell a horse for 
a much larger sum than he intended to hand over to 
the owner, and at the same time so to arrange the 
transaction as to shield himself from blame even should 
the fact come to light : but, before I explain this, jus* 
tice demands an observation or two on the subject. 

Whenever any one attempts to expose the tricks 
and nefarious practices of any particular business or 
class of men, he should be particularly careful not to 
allow it to be supposed that what he shows may be 
done, and certainly is done in some places, is the 
general practice in aZ/, or that what a Nickem may do 
is to be expected from every man filling the same 
situation in life. There are doubtless many men of 
his avocation of great respectability, and in whom we 
may implicitly trust. We may never be so unfortu- 
nate as to meet with a Nickem : if so, I allow a know- 
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ledge of his manner of managing affairs would be of 
little service to us : but, speaking as liberally as expe- 
rience will allow me, I do think the odds are nearly 
even that we do meet the prototype of friend Nickem : 
so the odds go in the same ratio that information on 
this subject may be useful. To be able to judge, by 
certain signs and appearances, of the propinquity of 
danger, is a mighty useful sort of knowledge : it does 
us no harm when no danger is nigh, and does us a 
great deal of good when it is. I remeijiber being 
quite of this opinion once under the following cir- 
cumstances: — 

I went to spend a week with a friend in the New 
Forest during the hunting season, so of course sent 
my horses down. He was located in the neighbour- 
hood of Lyndhurst : a more beautiful country cannot 
be ; that is, for those who like sylvan scenery ; better 
hounds need not be ; and better sportsmen or a more 
pleasant gentlemanlike set of men I never met in any 
place, and most delighted should I be to meet them at 
any time : but I must allow I should prefer that time 
being from April to October, as, during the other 
months, there are hounds going in other countries, 
and I have an intuitive dislike to knocking my brains 
about against the limbs of trees, breaking my horse's 
legs or shins against stumps of the same, or tumbling 
into holes and bogs. How those used to these things 
avoided them as they did, I know not ; but this I do 
know, ten minutes made me acquainted with them 
all, a degree of intimacy quite unsolicited on my part. 
We found, pug went off just as I would always wish 
to see him go (that is, in a coimtry where I could ride). 
I thought I could do so there ; and, as Pat says, a 
pretty Molly Hogan I made of myself from entertain- 
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ixkg such an opinioD. Chance gave me a capital place 
at the find, so of course, as Afresh man, I took care 
to get a good start. A splendid open glade was 
before me, a good-looking country in the distance, 
hounds going with a burning scent like a hurricane, 
myself on a thorough-bred that could, when asked, 
run a bit on the flat — what could a man ask for more 
this side of Heaven ! The horse I was on cared nothing 
about the pace, and I only thought, if this was forest- 
hunting, no man need wish for any other. I had heard 
of bogs, had been in one occasionally with the King's 
hounds, but those were black, ungentleman-like looking 
traps ; not so the beautiful sward I was racing over. 
Presently I heard, " Ware hog!^^ behind me; "hold 
hard!" It never occurred to me that I was the party 
warned, and the pace was too good to look back. In a 
few strides I was up to my horse's fetlocks ; in a few 
seconds more up to his girths, with the pleasing convic- 
tion that if there was a bottom it was a pretty consider- 
able way to it* Seeing a wide expanse of the same 
delectable green sward before me, that I now, to its 
heart's content, cursed for its treachery, as Daniel 
O'Rourke did the black eagle; and moreover, not 
knowing how far it might last, I imprudently tried to 
turn my horse round ; but a regular Hampshire chaw- 
bacon, with more sense that myself, called out, " Lay 
the whip into 'un, and coom straight out." Now, the 
laying the whip into 'un could only aflfect the head, 
neck, withers, and loins of my horse, aU other parts 
being secured from such a visitation by the New Forest 
hasty-pudding. The spurs, however, went to work, and 
no small share of resolution on the part of my nag 
brought us through, both blowing like two grampuses. 
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People may say that, professing myself a fox-hunter, 
and not more nervous than my neighbours, my first 
thought should have been which way I could again get 
to the hounds. Candour compels me to allow I made no 
such inquiry; but I instanter made another — "which 
was my way home ! " With all appendages on me I 
usually ride about list. ; I think I rode home thirteen 
at least, allowing for twenty-eight honest pounds of 
bog-adhesive mixture. I looked black enough then, 
and my friends told me I looked blue enough when 
they met me at dinner, till their hospitality made me 
take sundry bumpers to their continued and my better 
success. Success to them ! I would get into another 
bog to meet such companions. 

The next day I considered I could suit the country 
to a tittle ; so I mounted a mare I had, though not at 
all one of my sort, for she was just fast enough to 
drive a wheelbarrow ; but you could twist her round 
on a cabbage leaf, and as to fencing, nothing a quad- 
ruped, from a Hendon deer to a Skye terrier, could 
get through or over in size or intricacy came amiss to 
her. We had another glorious find : the varmint came 
almost under my mare's nose. At such a moment no 
true enthusiast in fox-hunting can be, or ought to be, 
in perfect possession of his sober senses : it is madden- 
ing. I had, however, sense enough to know that 
nothing but getting first start would do for "sober 
Mary :" so off I went by the side of the first two or 
three couple of hounds, and, without any gasconade, 
I verily believe I lay with them five hundred yards ; 
but soon I lay by the side of " prostrate Mary," for 
galloping over some dry ground covered with leaves, 
and consequently in perfect confidence of no bog being 
in the way, in went Mary up to her breast in a hole, 
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and I on her neck peeping into her ears, I suppose to 
inquire what was the matter. But, by other research, 
I found we had fallen into the rotten cavity of the 
roots of a former large tree. Poor Mary and I got on 
our legs, shook our feathers, but it was " no go : '' she 
was lame as the tree itself, and the strain and bruise 
of the muscles of the fore-arm spoiled her forest hunt- 
ing : so I had to resort to the bumpers again to keep 
the steam up that evening. 

Determined, if possible, to see a run in this country, 
I did what I considered would ensure my so doing, and 
to this purpose resolved to take as pioneer next day a 
gentleman who knew every inch of the country; but 
there is a wide difference between making resolves and 
keeping them« A most impenetrable fog came on a 
few minutes after we had found. I could see my van- 
guard for fifty yards before me, but no more. How 
he gave me the slip I know not, but I all at once 
missed him, and in his place found myself on the bank 
of an impracticable brook ; heard the hounds running 
a-head ; and there I was as much at home in point of 
knowing my locality as I should have been in the 
Ukraine. Our good stars order every thing for the 
best. I had an appointment in Northamptonshire ; so 
I left the next day, or, as the New Forest was the 
grave of one so high as Rufus, I dare say it would 
have also witnessed the demise of the humble Harby 
Hie'ovbr. 

It may be asked, what on earth has Hahby Hie'oveb's 
tumbles and mishaps in the New Forest to do with 
people's transactions with a Nickem ? Perhaps no- 
thing quoad the two or three occurrences, but a good 
deal in showing the advantages of information and 
being put on our guard ; for had I known that New 
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Forest bogs looked sometimes like a well-kept lawn, I 
should not have been half smothered in one : had I 
known the lower parts of trees were left to rot in the 
ground, I should not have ridden, like a Tommy 
Noodle, where I could not see terra jirma ; and had I 
known the country like my pioneer, I should, like him, 
have got to the hounds, and had a good day's sport 
afterwards, instead of being left staring at a river, and, 
like the babes in the wood, unwitting how to get to my 
mamma, or, perhaps, more like a stray bull, kept 
bellowing till a countryman came up, to whom I wad 
glad to give half-a-crown to put me in the high road. 
If this is not thought illustrative enough of the ad- 
vantages of knowing our danger, and the symptoms of 
its approach, I win suppose a case. AgenUemanhas 
been kicked out of his gig, and has squatted himself 
by the road-side, philosophically rubbing his shins, 
and casting his eyes on, or rather after, his horse, 
which has made off with a portion of the vehicle at 
his heels ; thus gratuitously informing the public that 
in his case (as in most of our comforts in this life) 
there is still a something left behind. Now had this 
gentleman been told that the object of a kicker is to 
get rid of the kickee and the vehicle from behind him, 
he would be quite aware that such a finale would by 
no means contribute to his interest or comfort. This 
would rouse his suspicions, keep him on the alert, and 
prevent his going to sleep. This is something got 
by information, useful though -not pleasant : but if we 
give him the further information, that before kicker 
goes to work, he will wriggle his tail, and when 
he intends beginning in earnest, will bring it close 
to his rump ; in that case, at the first wriggle, if he is 
a wise man, he will trust kicker no further ; he wiU 
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get another horse ; or, if he is forced to drive him, he 
will put on a kicking-strap that he cannot break, 
pull him on his haunches the moment the tail begins 
again ; and if he is a coachman, and has nerve, will 
lay the whip on his ears, or in road phrase " taKe an 
ear off." 

So with Mr. Nickem. I point out what he possibly 
intends doing, and some of the modes that prelude 
his kind intentions. The reader is, therefore, aware 
there may be danger, and learns the symptoms of its 
reaching him : so he can either change his customer at 
once, which would perhaps be the wisest plan, or if 
his convenience makes him use him, put on the kick- 
ing-strap the moment he begins wriggling, and pull 
him also on his haunches. Depend on it Nick will 
have discrimination enough to find out that some one 
holds the reins of his conduct who will not be trifled 
with, and who will be quite likely to " take an ear off" 
him if he begins any of his nonsense ; but with such 
a man he would know too well to (as he would pro- 
bably term it) " try it on." 

We will now see how the selling a horse for (say) 
eighty, and handing the owner over sixty (this of 
course mirms keep, commission, and simdries), is to 
be effected. 

I have shown how a horse is to be got down to a 
certain price by a regularly concerted chain of ini- 
quitous practices. In that case Nickem bought him ; 
in this he does not ; but has still by other manoeuvres 
got the owner to consent to his being sold at a less 
price than Nickem knows he shall be able to get for 
him ; or perhaps — from some dislike to the horse, the 
being obliged to leave the neighbourhood, or from a 

B B 3 



37^ KICKSM ON ANOTHEB TACK. 

variety of causes — the owner may offer to sell him 
for less than he knows he is worth : here a Mr. Med- 
dler will again come into use. 

Now, in these cases, the chance of detection of course 
depends a great deal on whether the horse is sold to 
remain in the neighbourhood or not ; and still more, on 
whether the seUer is remaining there, or going away, or 
abroad. Kthe latter, God help him ! for he is lucky if he 
does not get " a dig " to his heart's content. If he is 
likely to remain, more caution is necessary, and he may 
get off with half his skin instead of being regularly 
flayed : but in either case, Nickem " makes assurance 
doubly sure : " he won't give a chance away. Do not 
suppose you will be able to detect him in any act of 
rascality he may commit; he will be too deep for 
you : nor suppose he will even allow a trap to be laid 
for him ; he is too deep for that too. 

This reminds me of an old country gentleman who 
came to London : he had heard a great deal of the 
handy practices of pickpockets, and thought if he 
could but detect one, what a story it would be to take 
to Green Goose Hall ! His good lady, Mrs. Oakapple, 
would hail him a second Munchausen : the windmill 
exploits of La Mancha's knight, that had whilom ex- 
panded the eyes of the expanding Oakapples junior, 
would sink into insignificance before the hardihood of 
their stalwart pa, who had taken a live pickpocket ! 
But no such glorious triumph awaited the laudable 
efforts of the venerable Oakapple. Out he sallied^ 
and having heard that a well-known print and carica- 
ture shop (or rather the pathway in front of it) was 
the arena where many blue bird's-eye fogies had been 
abstracted, away he went to the scene of action, his 
nerves strung to deeds of daring, if daring might be 
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necessary; and, feeling quite certain that whatever 
any pickpocket might be up to, he should be down on 
the pickpocket, he left a good long comer of his hand- 
kerchief hanging out of his pocket, and with (as he 
thought) an apparent careless look sauntered before 
the shop ready for a grab if the trap took. Now 
mice we know have a predilection for toasted cheese, 
so have pickpockets for handkerchiefs ; but they won't 
always nibble, and it required a neater hand than 
friend Oakapple's to bait for the latter marauders. 
Judge his astonishment and mortification, when a 
knowing-looking gentleman walked up to him, looked 
him full in the face, and pointing to the decoy wipe, 
clapped him on the shoulder, saying, with a derisive 
smile, " It won't do, my old cock ! " Old cock ! what 
a term to be applied to the head of the Oakapples, a 
Justice of the Peace, and Lord of Green Goose Manor ! 
Defeated, outwitted, and beat at his own weapons, he 
could only look all he would have done; then but- 
toned up the decoy tight in his coat-pocket, determined 
that, as it was not taken as he wanted, it should not be 
taken at all, and off in high dudgeon he moved home- 
Wards: but pickpockets, like Nickem, have various 
little ways of doing business. Our worthy friend had 
not proceeded many paces homewards, growling that 
his handkerchief had remained in such security, when, 
to alleviate his chagrin on this subject, whop came a 
hand on the crown of his hat, down goes the hat over 
his eyes, and while the decoy flew out of his pocket, 
away went his watch out of his fob ; but, horror of 
all horrors ! what did he hear ? — " It toiU do now^ old 
cock ! " — On getting his hat, which from its broken 
lining had blinded him, to its proper elevation, he 
saw half a dozen blackguards, large and small, grin- 
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ning at him, when, " It will do now, old cock," from 
the crowd, sent him, regardless of mud, to the middle 
of the street, where he plunged into a cab, perfectly 
satisfied that he did not quite know all that might 
be taught him. In fact, if a man means to get among 
knowing ones, he must live some years and be pretty 
wide awake before he can venture to say of and to 
himself, " You'll do now, old cock ! " 

It will not do, however, unless I now return to Mr. 
Nickem ; and I will place him by supposition in about 
as awkward a position as possible, and one that it 
might be thought difficult to get out of. If he suc- 
ceeds in doing so with credit to himself, instead of 
being detected, we must allow he had taken a few 
more lessons in " wide-awake-ism " than the Lord of 
Goose Green Manor. Now, the term wide-awake-ism 
is rather a long one ; I allow I certainly never heard 
it used in a drawing-room, nor is it to be found in 
Johnson : it is a little manufacture or compilation of 
my own, of which I am rather proud, and for this 
reason. Although there is a most mortifying falling 
off from the talent of the worthy lexicographer to 
my own, still no half dozen words he ever wrote or 
used can convey just the same meaning. (I dare 
say, however, he never intended that they should.) If 
I wanted to convey an idea of the ridiculous, I would 
suppose the scene between the Dr. and any man who 
had told the former that he was wide awake : still to 
be so is useful sometimes ; so it will be seen it was to 
Nickem. 

He had, no matter from what cause, got leave to 
sell a gentleman's horse for sixty : the gentleman was 
leaving the town to go abroad, and had taken his 
place in the mail for that purpose. All this Nickem 
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knew : so a bungler would have made no preparations 
for any contretemps that might occur; when, as will 
be iaeen, there would have been, as sailors say, " the 
devil to pay, and no pitch hot :" but let what could 
occur, Nickem was, like Lothario^ " equal to both, and 
anned for either field." The horse was reported sold : 
the gentleman came for the balance of his sixty 
pounds : now, though the keep and commission came 
to a round sum, Nickem thought, as the gentleman 
was going away, he might as well try for a pound or 
two more: so says, "I was forced, Sir, to a little 
exceed your directions, but I thought you would not 
like to lose the sale of your horse for two pounds ; so 
I took fifty-eight : if you object to it, it shall be im- 
mediately taken oiit of my commission, as of course I 
had no right to exceed your orders ; but I did for the 
best." The gentleman, with the liberality of one, 
replies, " Oh no, Mr. Nickem ; I do not wish that ; pay 
me the balance, and I am satisfied: you were quite 
right, as I must go this afternoon." So far nothing 
could be better. K the gentleman was satisfied, 
Nickem was perfectly so : and thus we may suppose 
the matter concluded. We have seen how Nickem 
has behaved, and acquitted himself while it wias all 
fair weather : let us now see how presence of mind 
and properly-taken precaution will serve him when a 
storm seems likely to burst on his devoted head. 

The gentleman, having started on his journey, while 
they were changing horses at the first stage, happened 
to see another on his lately sold nag, and, as a man 
naturally might do, went up to his old servant, patted 
him, and said to the rider, " You have bought a horse 
lately mine : I congratulate you on your purchase ; he 
is an excellent horse : I am glad to see him in such 
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good hands, and as from going away I was obliged to 
sell him so much under his value, I am glad a gentle- 
man has got him." — " I like your horse exceedingly," 
replies the purchaser ; " but 1 think I gave as much 
as his fair value for him." — "I assure you," replied 
the first owner, " I gave ninety for him six months 
i^ince, and consider him worth it, and you have him 
at fifty-eight." — " Excuse me. Sir," said the purchaser, 
"I gave eighty guineas for him." — "Eighty I " cried 
the former: "and did you buy him at Nickem's ?" — 

"I did," says the purchaser "Then," replies the 

seller, " you must allow Mr. Nickem is neither more 
nor less than a robber and a scoundrel ! " 

"Now, Sir!" says the coachman. — "No," replies 
the gentleman, " I shall not go on." — " Right ! " cries 
the guard — exit mail. — The gentleman orders a 
chaise "directly." — "Hostler, if you please, Sir." — 
"Porter, Sir, if you please." — "Go on, boy:" and 
now exit post-chaise. — "The French swore terribly 
in Flanders," says Corporal Trim, or my uncle Toby, 
I forget which. (I dare say they did, for I have 
heard them swear pretty well in their own country,) 
but that was with a kind of shut teeth grating aacri 
sound, quite unlike the fine round volume of sound 
with which the oaths came from the mouth of our 
vengeful gentleman : the chaise could not hold them, 
so he opened the windows, and they escaped on each 
side like soap-and-water bubbles from a boy's tobacco- 
pipe. The current of air one might think during the 
ten miles would have cooled the gentleman, but it did 
not, or his anger. The curses bestowed on the well- 
known Obadiah were tolerably particular and multi- 
farious; but they were few in number and mild in 
import to those fulminated against the culprit Nickem. 
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He was to be exposed, prosecuted to the utmost 
rigour of the law, thrashed ; (only some doubts arose 
on the practicability of this latter mode of vengeance ;) 
but in his own yard he should be convicted before all 
present : in short, God knows what was not to be done. 
But, ah, what simple circumstances often turn aside 
the greatest resolves ! Up came the smoking horses 
to Nickem's gate, out jumped the gentleman, swelled 
by the pent-up passions he prepared to give vent to. 
There stood the supposed convicted felon, but with 
no apparent conscious feelings of fear or repentance 
in his countenance, no downcast look, no visible 
trepidation of manner : he saw the gentleman coming : 
the bland and seeming honest smile of Nickem, 
though it made no difference in his irate customer's 
resolves, lowered the heat of his passion from 110 
degrees to 50 of Fahrenheit : so he spake temperately, 
" Pray, Mr. Nickem, how do you account for your 
conduct respecting my horse ? " — Nickem ; " In what 
way. Sir?'* — Seller: "Why, I met the gentleman 
this day who bought, and gave eighty guineas for 
him, when as you know you told me you sold him at 
fifty-eight." — Nick: "I don't wonder at your being 
angry. Sir, at all ; I have been out of humour with 
myself ever since I sold him : I sold him to as great 
a vagabond as any in town ; and you might just as 
well, and much better, have had the eighty guineas 
than he : but you shall see I am not to blame. Mr. 
Meddler," says Nickem (addressing the latter, who I 
need not say was always as much at hand as Nickem's 
whip), " do you happen to have the receipt about you 
that you took for the chestnut horse?" — "I don't 
know, I am sure," says Meddler : " if I havn't, I have 
it at home." His well-used pocket-book comes out. 
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and out of that (after a good deal o^ apparent search) 
comes a paper: — 

" Received of Mr. Michael Meddler fifty-eight pounds for 
a chestnut gelding, warranted sound, sold for Thomas 
Tobedone, Esq. ; for N. Nickem, Gregory Gobetween." 

" That is satisfactory, certainly, Mr. Nickem," says 
the gentleman : ^^ then it appears the horse was sold 
twice?" — "Just so. Sir," says Nickem: "this fellow 
had not the horse two hours before in comes the 
gentleman you saw, and he stuck him for eighty: 
of course I could say nothing; he had a right to get 
what he chose after buying the horse. If I had been 
lucky enough to have waited, I should have got it for 
you. I could have knocked my head against the wall. 
I did not like to mention it to you, as it would do no 
good ; and as I know how I felt, I thought it no use 
to annoy you by telling you of it ! " 

Where are now all the convictions, the law-proceed- 
ings, the threatened exposures! There is the proof 
of as fair a transaction as possible. The gentleman 
even feels it due to say something in extenuation of 
his doubts of its fairness, and ends by saying in part 
apology, " You must allow, Nickem," (no Mr. now — 
we don't always Mister honest fellows,) " it did at first 
look oddl^^ Nickem allows it did look odd: the gen- 
tleman was not aware of how many odd things are 
done in some repositories ! 

The wisest, and indeed the only thing our defeated 
friend can now do is to go and make himself as com- 
fortable as he can for the evening, and again take his 
place by the next day's mail. Having discussed his 
cutlet, and being now placidly taking his wine and an 
olive, he takes out his pencil and tablets, and just 
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makes out the Dr. and contra Cr. state of his account 
so far as relates to this said horse. Nickem does the 
same thing, the statement of each being about as fol- 
lows: — 



T. tobedonb's accoukt. 



£. «. d. 



To differeoce between £90 
and £58 in priee of hone 32 



Paid Nickem commission 
Keep three weeks 
Removing shoes {Mem, never 

removed) - - - 
A diuretic (never given) 
Nagiman and helper at 

Nickem*s . . . 
Mail-fare forfeited 
Chaise 15s., boy St., hostler 

Is., porter Is. 





18 
3 

3 

1 

13 




-10 



Loss 



£41 16 6 



NtCKZM*8 ACCOUNT. 

£ t, d. 
To difference-money paid for, 
and price sold, Tobedone*s 
horse - - - - 26 
Commission - • - 2 18 
By hall and shoes - -030 
Profit three weeks* livery - .0 18 O 



Paid Meddler £5 



£29 19 
-500 



Net Profit - £34 19 



"This will do for me," cries Nick, rubbing his 
hands : he is right ; and it will do for the gentleman 
if he only goes on in the same way. But by-and-by 
we will try to put him in a better. We may in all 
cases guard against a rogue to a great degree: in 
many, we may effectually do so : but though a man 
may be a man of education, sense, and talent, if he 
pits himself against a thorough-paced rogue, on the 
score of detection^ in nineteen cases in twenty the 
practised low cunning and self-possession of the lat- 
ter will beat the other hollow. 

I have mentioned the manufacturing of corns as a 
part of the business of such an establishment as 
Nick's. I can assure my readers that the manufac- 
ture of letters and notes to suit particular occasions, 
and represented as coming from different persons, is 
quite as frequent a practice. The executive part of 
this note and letter department is carried on by the 
clerk, occasionally assisted by a "Mr. Meddler," of 
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course under the control of Nick, who would not 
commit himself by the chance of a letter of his own 
writing being brought against him. The clerk values 
his berth too much to talk, though perhaps an honest 
man himself, whose conscience often rebels against 
what he is made to do. Besides, though it might be 
proved he lorote a note, it might not be easy to 
prove he was directed to do so : and as the weakest 
generally go to the wall, Nick would be too strong 
for him ; so the result of any babbling on his part 
would only end in his being at once turned out, and 
stigmatised (from want of proof of the reverse) as 
an ungrateful scoundrel: so he is, in racing phrase, 
^^ made safe. " 

As for Meddler, Nick's first object in patronising 
him is to get him in his debt : he therefore is a tool, 
a mere slave in Nick's hands : if he dared speak, he 
would be laid by the heels, as Pat says, " in less than 
no time ; " and probably he would be subject to an 
action for defamation ; in which case his general cha- 
racter not being likely to be any strong advocate in 
his favour, he is quite aware he could have no chance : 
so he is ^^ made safe " also. 

Never therefore let a seller or buyer be misled by 
letters shown him : they are as much to be depended 
upon as are the same things sometimes manufactured 
by some dealers. If we have to do with a respectable 
man, we want no such attempted corroboratory evi- 
dence : if we meet a rogue, a letter shown by him is 
just as much proof of truth as his word or his oath, 
and these would be no proof at all. In speaking 
thus plainly, I do not feel any qualification necessary, 
as I only allude to som^ dealers and some repository- 
keepers, and quite as much to some tradesmen of any 
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sort J but particularly, however, to some of the 2b. nd. 
sort I before alluded to. 

I have only in one or two instances ever particu- 
larised (in what I have written) any individual or es- 
tablishment, unless where I felt I could indulge in the 
pleasure of doing so in terms of conomendation. 
When I have done otherwise, the persons mentioned 
or alluded to deserved much more than I said of 
them. I had a hint given me some time since, that a 
definition of the characters of the diflPerent leading 
horse-dealers in London and the country would be 
acceptable to the public, but it would be an ungra-* 
cious task, and one I should be very reluctant to un- 
dertake. Whether I may ever mention the names of 
some that I consider worthy the confidence of the 
public would be another affair. If I were a vain or 
ostentatious man, I might be tempted to do thisj as 
those gentlemen might in return immortalise my name 
by jointly purchasing a second-hand mile-stone to be 
erected to the memory of Habby Hib'oveb ; that is, if 
they could find a spot of ground sufficiently waste 
to get permission to put it up. 

I have mentioned my dislike to particularise per- 
sons and places unless in a perfectly commendatory 
way. But I wish my readers to be satisfied that all 
(and of course ten times as much as) I have stated 
may be done in repositories / know has been done j 
but I by no means wish to indicate where. The sup- 
posed cases I have stated I have seen take place. 

So long since as the year 1825, I was ordered to a 
certain part of Her Majesty's dominions where there 
was and now is one of the largest repositories known. I 
was stationed there eleven years, and having plenty 
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of time on my hands, I was every day, and sometimes 
oftener, in this establishment. It was a lounge. I 
have, moreover, bought there and sold there; and 
being always interested in those pursuits, and keeping 
my eyes and ears open, and particularly my mouth 
shut, I soon got aufait of all that was going on. 
This eleven years' investigation was a pretty good 
apprenticeship; and a close inspection of what is 
done in other similar establishments since has made 
me a match for many people: but with all due and 
proper humility, I allow I might very possibly still be 
done by Nickem, though, like many others in unequal 
contests, we would have a tussle for it. 

To show there is a fair chance of myself as well as 
many others getting an occasional " stick," I will men- 
tion how one occurred, and how I got out of it. The 
owner of the repository I now allude to was one of 
those few men of such imperturbable good humour 
that nothing could ruffle it, let him do what he 
would — and certainly some very funny things he did 
do occasionally. However victimised a man might be 
by him, the moment you came face to face with him 
his own honest-looking and good-tempered one dis- 
armed all attempts to be angry with him; and a 
thorough good-natured and good-hearted fellow he 
was in the main ; but he could not help doing you : 
it was with him a positive monomania : he could not 
be happy unless he did. People knew he would, 
yet for the life of them they could neither keep 
away from him, prevent his doing it, nor be angry 
with him when he did. The way he kept his cus- 
tomers together was this. He did you to-day : you 
grumbled at the purchase : there was no hesitation or 



TURN AND TURN ABOUT. 385 

excuse made on his part, but he said at once, " Send 
him back, 1*11 get you out of him : " and so he would. 
He would give you " a dig " to-day, and give some 
one else a double-distilled one to-morrow to get you 
out of it. The last he contrived to give to somebody he 
did not care about, or to some greenhorn whom he 
could talk into believing he had done him a favour. 
I had had so many deals with him that I thought he 
would not attempt or wish to do me : but the " ruling 
passion " once (and I must say only once) was too 
strong for him. 

I went to see a gentleman's stud sold. I saw a 
very fine brown horse that struck my fancy. I went 
up to our friend of the sunny smile, and asked about 
the horse. He was all and everything I could wish. " Is 
he sound?" said I, "and what may I bid for him?" — 
" He is sound," said Sunny, " and buy him at any- 
thing under fifty." He was knocked down to me at 
forty-eight. I followed my purchase into the stable, 
liked him much, and he was apparently as sound a 
horse as I ever saw or handled. After the sale, I 
went to the stable to get him saddled to ride him 
home. I now saw he had a favourite leg or foot 
that he was nursing under the manger. I guessed 
the truth at once, and saw that he wias lame in walk- 
ing out of the stable. It is true he was sold without 
warranty, but I bought him on Sunny's word, and I 
determined he should make it good. Not choosing 
to expose my purchase or myself before some hundred 
people, I gave him on mounting a kick with both heels, 
and cantered him out of the yard. The next morning 
I found him, of course, as lame as a tree. I got on 
him, and cantered him into as I had out of the yard, 
dismounted, turned him loose, and told Sunny, " there 
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was his recommendation ; I would not pay for him, 
would not lose by him, and, what was more, would 
neither pay for keep till he was sold nor commission 
on his sale." Sunny only laughed; accommodated 
an officer with him who was going abroad, and posi- 
tively oflfered me a profit on the price I was to have 
given for him, which, of course, I refused to take. 
He never played me a trick afterwards. I could not 
be angry with the devil, even had I lost by the trans* 
action : but I did as I have recommended others to 
do by Nick — I brought him on his haunches at once, 
and always kept the kicking-strap on : but he never 
attempted even a lift afterwards with me. 

There is another department in similar establish- 
ments that is productive in various ways of a much 
greater source of profit where a large business is done 
than people may imagine. In such a one as that I 
have alluded to, the legitimate profits of these were not 
less than from six to seven hundred a-year ; and where 
five shillings is charged for putting in harness, and 
breaks are out, perhaps, ten times a-day, the profits 
may be easily conceived. I mean, by what I desig- 
nate legitimate profits, the fairly trying and breaking 
horses to harness : what the illegitimate profits may 
be it is impossible to calculate, as they depend on cir- 
cumstances. By illegitimate profits, I mean trying 
horses in harness without the knowledge of the owner ; 
the contriving to make a horse go quietly at one time 
that is a devil incarnate at otiiers; and, vice versd^ 
making a- horse disposed to draw quietly appear and 
in fact be the very reverse — all of which little funny 
tricks are to be managed, and are managed, as may 
suit different occasions. In short, there is no branch 
of the business of a repository in which in sonie places 
a little chiselling is not made use of. 
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I have shown where it is very much to the interest 
of a Nickem to privately ascertain whether a horse left 
with him for sale ^vill go in harness or not. It may 
be easily conceived when it is desirable to make a 
vicious one go steady : this is, of course, when he is to 
be got off. When it is equally desirable that he should 
not go quietly may require a word or two of explana- 
tion : but to be able to effect this, a thoroughly prac- 
tised breaksman is required. Now a man may be a 
very good coachman, though know very little of his 
business as a breaksman ; but the latter cannot be fit 
for his business unless he is a first-rate coachman: 
and he requires much more than this : he must per- 
fectly understand the habits and tempers of young 
horses, and, indeed, of all horses: he must have a 
clear head, quick apprehension, good temper, great 
presence of mind, strong nerves, strong but light 
hands, know every contrivance to thwart the inten- 
tions of violent horses, and the mode of soothing timid 
ones : he must be able, from habit, to judge at once 
by the manners of a horse what he is likely or is pre- 
paring to do : in short, to judge at once what sort of 
a customer he has to deal with. If he is all this, and, 
moreover, a civil, sober, and honest man, he is worth 
any wages he can reasonably ask to a respectable 
dealer or repository-keeper. He must be all this to 
suit Nickem (leaving out the honesty), for, to suit 
him, he must be as great a rogue as his master : he 
must know by a turn of the eye of that master whe- 
ther a horse i^ to go quietly or the reverse : he must 
not always even wait for this : he must have quickness 
enough to judge by the circumstances of the case 
what he is to do, as well as be equal to do it ; and I 
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can assure my reader, to do it is much easier to talk 
about than to perform. But in case lie should see a 
horse of his own tried in harness, and that he may be 
able to judge whether all is being done as it should 
be, I will give him the best information experience 
enables me to do on the subject. He will then, should 
his horse not go quietly, be enabled to judge whether 
the fault is in the animal, or arises from ignorance 
or design in those about him ; that is, supposing the 
method I point out to be correct : of that others must 
judge, but I do not think I am very far astray. 

When a horse is tried for the first time, it is the 
usual practice to put him in double harness — I always 
try him first in single, for reasons I will hereafter 
give ; but this horse we will suppose to be going into 
the double-break, and that we have time to do what 
we wish. Having been always fond of this sort of 
thing, I have, of course, broke many to harness for 
my own use, ten times as many for my friends, and, 
by dint of patience and perseverance, have seldom 
been beat even by the roughest pupils. Where there 
are breaks, break-horse, breaksman, and help at hand, 
what I should do, expect, and, indeed, insist on being 
done with a horse of mine, would be this. The horse 
should be harnessed in the stable : this prevents him 
shying from the harness when being put on him. An 
open collar should be put on to avoid shoving one 
over his head and eyes to alarm him : the harness is 
then very gently put on his back ; the crupper, of 
course, unbuckles at the side, so as to allow his 
tail to be easily placed on it, and let down by de- 
grees: this being done, the horse is to be turned 
round in his stall, and, with his winkers on, put on 
the pillar reins : he thus feels the harness, and gets 
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accustomed to the winkers, which, of course, make 
every object come suddenly before him. After 
standing for a time, and reconciled to the feel of his 
new trappings, he should be led out, and let feel them 
hanging about him: then trotted, that he may also 
feel them more sensibly. When he is reconciled to 
this, and while he is being so, the break is got out, 
the break-horse in it, and placed in a situation, if pos- 
sible, where a plunge or two can do no harm. He is 
then to be led up to the break, the breaksman having 
first ascertained, if he did not know before, what sort 
of a mouth he has. This may be judged of by laying 
hold of the cross-bar of the bit. The horse^s own side 
of the driving-rein should be on him, so as only the 
coupling-rein is required to be fastened when he is 
put in. In forty-nine cases out of fifty, the driving* 
rein should be to the cheek with a raw or young horse, 
but sometimes, of course, even to the lower bar. On 
putting him alongside the break-horse, great caution 
is necessary to prevent him touching the break has- 
tily : the breaksman stands at the head of his horses 
to give directions and see how things go on : one man 
is ready to pole-piece him loosely up, while, at the 
same moment^ another puts on the outside trace ; the 
inside one is not of the same consequence, as the 
horse is now secured. A man now takes the breaks- 
man's place, caressing the young one : if he is very 
restless, let him lay hold of his ear. The breaksman 
jumps up ; his break-horse, if he is a good, quick, and 
powerful one, which he should be, either takes the 
break off quite gently, or will pull off Mr. Recruit, 
whether he likes it or not, as the breaksman wishes. 
The gentle mode, except with a very refractory cus- 
tomer, is always the best, the latter being a kill-or- 
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cure sort of business. A man rutis alongside the 
young one to encourage him, and to keep his shoul- 
der against him if he hangs too much out of harness. 
The pupil should be allowed to trot along without 
feeling either pole-piece or trace, till he begins to 
wish of his own accord to get forward ; he may then 
be allowed to do so. So soon as he has become a 
little steady, a mile is the most he should be driven, 
or his shoulders will probably be scalded. This would 
make him shy of facing the collar again, and prevent 
a lesson next day. On coming home, the greatest 
caution is required in taking him out. The coupling- 
rein and inside trace must be first undone : then the 
pole-piece and outside trace, as in putting to, and care 
taken he does not touch any part of the break in going 
off. If this is done, very few horses will do mischief 
to themselves or any thing else. 

Having got home safe with our horse in double 
harness, we wiU now put him or another in the single 
break. Of course the same routine as to harnessing 
must be gone through : he is brought with his driving 
reins on at their proper place on the bit ; the break is to 
be placed where it can be easily drawn off: not up- 
hill, or on a thick straw bed. The horse is to stand 
till he is quiet : the break is then quite noiselessly to 
be drawn up to him, and gently let down on him. Three 
men are quite necessary to put him in ; that is, two, and 
the breaksman at his head. The traces, belly-band, 
and kicking-strap must be got on as quickly but as 
quietly as possible. The gentleman is now caught, 
and with three men about him he cannot hurt or be 
hurt. One thing I forgot to mention, which should 
never under any circumstances be omitted in trying 
a horse in single harness ; I may indeed say in double. 
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A common flat-headed hempen halter should be put 
on under his winker-bridle, the rope or shank of which 
should be passed round and tied in a knot on the 
cross-bar of the bit. With this held by the man at 
his side, and a good pair of reins, there is little fear 
of a run-away, a thing most of all to be dreaded. 
The horse being in the break, the driver takes his 
place quietly; no touch of a whip, no cl — k even, to 
start him ; one man is at his side with the shank of 
the halter in his hand : another, with one hand on 
the shaft and the other on the step-iron, is ready to 
ease the break off the moment a sign from the breaks- 
man shows it is time to do so. When it is, the man 
at the horse's head moves gently on, leading (not 
pulling) the horse forward; the other pulls, but by 
no means forces the break after him. If the horse 
hesitates, let him stand till he is inclined to move ; 
when he does go, let him walk away, the man at his 
side keeping hold of the halter ; at a proper time coax 
him into a trot, the man still running by his side. 
When he goes quiet, let this man gently fasten the 
halter shank to the D of the hame, and leave the 
horse's side. He then quietly gets into the break, 
and the drive goes on. Should the horse stop, which 
is likely enough, let him stand : he will very shortly 
want to go somewhere. Let him, if it be possible, 
take any road he likes ; no matter which way he goes, 
provided he draws the break after him ; he can easily 
be turned when going ; but of all things, in harness 
or out of harness, avoid a fight with a horse till the 
last extremity. It is always a risk, and should be 
avoided. Our horse is now going gently, so we will 
take him home and get him gently out of harness. 
Having attempted to show what should be done to 
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make a horse go quiet, I will shortly show what I 
know is done to prevent his doing so. When this is 
the order of the day, as it requires a man that knows 
his business to make a restive bad-disposed horse go 
quiet, so I can assure my readers a good deal of 
knowledge of the thing is required to make a good- 
tempered one appear the reverse ; but it is to be done 
even while the owner is looking on, and (unless indeed 
he knows as much as those employed about the horse) 
it will be done without his detecting the means usedL 
It requires, however, quick fellows and workmen to 
do it, just upon the same principle, as that no half 
dozen men knowing little of music could, for the life 
of them, make half such horrible discord as the same 
mumber of perfect musicians. Discord, God knows, 
the former would treat us to, but not such discord 
as the latter could make if they chose to try. Why ? 
because the same want of knowledge that would pre- 
vent the former making harmony, would prevent their 
making the most perfect discord. 

We will try shortly if we cannot put our horse's 
temper out of tune. 

I suppose that in my general intercourse with the 
world — by world I mean mankind — it has fallen to 
my lot to meet with about the usual varieties of 
tempers incidental to my fellow-men — that is, good 
tempers, bad tempers, infernal tempers, and interme- 
diate tempers. There are some tempers so even and 
serene, that nothing short of ill-usage, injustice, or 
insult, can turn them from the even tenor of their 
way: others, that the slightest contradiction causes 
their owners to play porcupine at once, a habit that 
would be nughty pleasant in a wife, if the possibility 
existed of ladies showing temper. Then there are 
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tempers that partake so much of that of the dark gen- 
tleman of horn and hoof notoriety, that, do what you 
will, they are not to be pleased or conciliated, who, as 
it is beautifully and figuratively expressed, " get out 
of bed the wrong end first." (Qua)re, what end is 
alluded to ?) If we could suppose anything so im- 
probable and monstrous as a lady thus emerging from 
her couch, I can imagine an end on which, if presented, 
a very very leetle gentle tap or two might be allowable, 
as the only kind of pardonable or to-be-dreamt- of 
corporal punishment to be tolerated — a mode of cor- 
rection by far more manly (and agreeable), both to the 
one who administers it and the one who receives it, 
than the brutal idea of "the stick the size of a 
thumb," allowed by a judge, who could never have 
tried my plan ; for if he had, and did not prefer it, he 
must have been a very bad judge indeed, at least in 
such little or large matters (as the case might be). 
Then there is the intermediate temper, which I consider 
belongs to such as are pleased enough when every thing 
is done to please them. From what I have seen of 
men, I consider the last as very tolerable and bearable 
tempers. We are bound in this world to do what we 
consider will be likely to be pleasant to each other in 
a reasonable way ; and aU I should ask of a companion 
would be to be good-humoured when I did so. I do 
not mean, if I cut off a man's ear, and he grumbled, 
and then if I took off a piece of his nose, and he 
grumbled worse, that I should have any right to say, 
" do what I would I could not please him ; • ' but I do 
think I should not ask too much if I required good- 
humour when I did what ought to please; yet I 
have often found my expectations in this disappointed. 
Now, I do what I can to please my readers. It may 
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be that they may say my endeavours in this are ana- 
logous to the taking off the nose, because taking off 
the ear did not please : if so, the best thing I could do 
would be to take myself offy for the fault would not be 
in the reader, but in my bad judgment as to what is 
likely to please. 

Horses have their tempers as well as men: there 
are vicious, violent, and sulky tempers ; but justice to 
animal creation induces me to say, that in all domestic 
animals, the bad tempers bear no proportion at all to 
the good ; and further, I am quite certain, that, com- 
paring horses with men, I estimate both fairly in 
saying that the proportion of bad tempers in men to , 
those in horses, are ten to one in favour of the latter. 
In point of goodness of disposition between the two 
animals, the proportion, I am sorry to say, I consider 
much greater ; for there is not one horse in a hundred 
that would attempt to hurt or annoy man, unless he 
first hurts him; and very seldom even then, unless 
fright makes him do so. Now experience convinces me 
there is not one man in a hundred that will hesitate 
in hurting or annoying the horse, if interest or even 
convenience induces him to do it. I fear a very little 
more interest or convenience would render him not 
very nice about hurting or annoying his fellow-man. 
But I allow I am not one of those who look on the 
august figure of man with all that veneration this said 
august personage generally considers himself entitled 
to : I am not exactly of the opinion of the poor Indian, 

^ Who thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 
His faithful dog shall bear him company :** 

but I do consider that no greater right was awarded 
to me to ill-use an animal than was given to the 
animal to ill-use me. But we are not now on the 
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subject of ill-using animals. I am only going, as I 
proposed, to show how, by a succession of annoyances 
and rascally manoeuvres for mercenary motives, the 
temper of a fine and well-disposed animal may be 
roused to violence. Pray which is the greater brute 
in this case ? I am afraid the august personage is not 
the more respectable animal : he certainly is the greater 
rascal : but without any absolute ill-usage, we will, as 
I proposed, put the horse in harness and out of temper. 
Gutta cavat lapidem^ non vi, sed^ &c. 

We will suppose a Mr. Nickem, for some reason, 
wishes it to appear that a horse is not likely to go 
quiet in harness : we will say he wishes to buy him, 
which he perhaps might not be able to do if the owner 
thought the horse likely to make one for harness : we 
will also suppose Nickem is quite satisfied that the 
horse, if properly treated, will go quiet ; his worthy 
assistants know this too ; and they also know, if they 
allow him to do this against the wishes of master, that 
master would very soon find other assistants that 
would not : so of course the thing is settled. As the 
owner would not permit his horse to be ill-used before 
his eyes, the eflPect wanted must be produced by means 
that will not be detected by him, or at least not by 
one owner in fifty: if he should happen to be the 
fiftieth, who does know all about tV, he is no customer 
for Nickem ; for should the former put on his wide- 
awake hat, Nickem may put on his nightcap. 

Having seen a horse put in harness that is wished 
to go properly and quietly, we wiU just see the diflfer- 
ence of treatment with the one that is not to go so. 
The horse is first led from the stable to where the 
harness is hung in the yard. This a person might 
suppose is only done for convenience sake, or that it 
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was thought a more safe place than a stall from there 
being more room. A plain round (not open) collar 
is put on, taking care it is full small for his head, so 
that there may be plenty of shoving to get it over his 
eyes. Nine horses out of ten are alarmed at a halter 
being passed over their head for the first time, even if 
it is gently done : what must one be when his eyes 
are really hurt by a tight collar ? The horse naturally 
runs back to avoid it, probably against some obstacle 
behind him, and thus he is twice frightened in the 
onset. The owner probably ventures to remark, " That 
collar seems rather small for my horse, does it not ? " 
— " Oh dear no. Sir ; if it was larger it might scald 
his shoulder : large collars always are sure to do it." 
This is true enough, but open ones can be buckled to 
any size (the owner perhaps never saw one): so, after 
the horse has been shoved about sufficiently, the collar 
is got on. Then, instead of putting on his winker- 
bridle to prevent his seeing the harness ab©ut to be 
put on him, his halter only remains : my life on it he 
shies at the harness. He is then well hallooed at for 
this, and of course more frightened by that. He is now 
restless and on the qui vive^ watching every movement. 
" Hell be a rummish customer, I can see," says one of 
the fellows : and now, to show they all think so, the 
bridle is put on, curbed tight, the harness brought, 
and, instead of being gently laid, is thrown suddenly 
on his back : this of course produces a plunge : the 
man at his head cannot suffer himself to be knocked 
down and run over — (Mem. all the better if he was) — 
so he gives the horse two or three severe chucks back 
with a tightly-curbed powerful bit: back goes the 
unfortunate horse, hits something again behind him, 
again rushes forward, when he gets again punished for 
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doing this. The harness is now to be fastened, if it 
has not in the scuffle fallen off. The fellow who is to 
put on the crupper approaches the horse to do so as 
he would an enraged tiger ; lifts up his tail at arm's 
length, then jumps out of the way, as much as to sig- 
nify that he had a narrow escape with his life. The 
" terribly violent brute" is, however, harnessed: the 
fellow leads him on, pretends he has trod on his heel; 
this is an excuse for an (apparently) necessary 
snatch at the horse's mouth again, which, with the 
harness hanging about, produces ancfther bustle, and 
makes the bruised mouth still more tender. The horse 
is by these means worked up to a frenzy, and in this 
state is brought up to the double-break ; but instead 
of this being done as it ought, he is let, indeed made, 
to run against the roller-bolt. This, likely enough, 
induces him to kick at it. The fellows now all shake 
their heads at him. " I'd jist as soon you driv him as 
me, Jem," to the breaksman ; who, to show what a fine 
fellow he is, replies, " if they gived him the Devil he'd 
drive him: he arn't sure he hasn't got him now." 
The horse is now shoved against the pole: this in- 
duces him to fling himself on the outside trace. Here 
is another fright and bustle : the harness holds him it 
is true, and the only chance is his hurting himself. 
The pole-piece is put on so short that if the break- 
horse attempts to take him off, the collar comes so sud- 
denly on his withers, that he feels as if he was going to 
get his neck broke : he of course resists, hangs back, 
gets a smart stroke of the whip, plunges forward, and 
now the sore mouth tells; for the moment he feels 
the bit, he again hangs back, and, not improbably, 
throws himself down. Seeing the present state of the 
case, the owner most probably desires his horse may 
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be taken out of harness, quite satisfied he is not likely 
to go : if so, Nickem's end is answered. If the owner 
wishes him still further tried, he is pulled, pushed, and 
whipped out of the yard somehoWj should the owner 
go with them, by making the break-horse thwart every 
inclination of the other to do right ; and the unfortu- 
nate pupil being punished under the pretence he is 
trying to do wrong, he is set down as incorrigible. If 
the owner does not go with his horse, he is driven and 
brought back, two fellows running by his side pre- 
tending to be out of breath from their exertions to 
keep the vicious brute from breaking everything to 
atoms. The horse, on being taken from the break, 
naturally rushes away from it frightened to death, 
and thus corroborates the statement of those who 
went with him, that " of all the devils they ever saw 
he was the worst;" not forgetting to hint, that after 
their violent exertions a little refreshment in the 
shape of drink would be acceptable. Thus in this 
world are often the innocent sacrificed and the guilty 
rewarded ; and thus I fear it often is where man and 
man are concerned when power and villany have only 
justice to oppose them. 

Supposing Mr. Nickem has succeeded in purchasing 
this madfe-vicious horse, the owner is surprised to 
see him a few days afterwards going in harness as 
quietly as his natural good temper' would have made 
him do at first, if he had been permitted to do so. He 
expresses his surprise, but is told " they never had so 
much trouble with any horse ; did not think they ever 
should have made him go," &c. : Nickem " does not 
think any man but his breaksman could have done 
it :" so it ends in the gentleman losing heavily in the 
sale to Nickem ; Nick nicking it pretty largely in the 
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sale to some other gentleman who wants a particular 
steady horse for harness ; and Jem substantiating his 
own words that he would and could drive the devil. 

It is not merely in such places as I have represented 
that it is sometimes convenient to make a horse ap- 
pear likely to be troublesome to break, either to drive 
or ride: those gentlemen yclept horse-breakers are 
quite awake to the' trick, whether employed at a 
repository or elsewhere. Horses are broken usually 
for a certain sum, sometimes by the lesson. Now, if 
it is seen that a horse is likely to be easily broken, the 
owner, after a couple of lessons, would think that a 
little practice and gentle usage would render him all 
he wanted : this would not do for the breaker's purpose; 
so, as in the other case, he must be made trouble- 
some: and should a specified sum be agreed upon 
before he is tried, the more violent he is made ap- 
pear at first, the greater merit in the breaker in 
making him steady: so he gains the same vaunted 
character as Jem for devil driving. 

There is another little item or two on the profit 
side of the question to be remembered. If a horse 
loses flesh while breaking, it may be attributed to his 
own violence and temper ; so it is not the usual cus- 
tom of these gentry to pamper him with too great an 
allowance of oats of 401b. the bushel, so they make the 
livery profit very like 10s. per week. Then it is quite 
right young ones should be used to crowds; so, 
after a horse is quite tractable, many a half-crown 
is made by mounting or driving (some one they can 
trust with the secret) to a fight or a fair. If the owner 
sees it, the breaker has had him there to make him 
quite steady before he leaves his hands ! 

Let me tell owners another thing. In some repo- 
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sitories (but certainly never in respectable ones) many 
a man is mounted for a ride, who, if seen, is riding the 
horse on trial^ or trying to ride. I can mention an 
instance. One of these on-trial fellows had a horse 
out, and it was known he would not be back for some 
time: the owner unexpectedly and unfortunately 
(for the Nickem of the place) came in. A fool or an 
honest man, if he had been induced to do wrong, 
would be taken aback on such an occasion: not so 
Nickem : the gentleman was told at once " his horse 
was sold and gone," and that the next day he might 
have his money. He came, but the money did not : 
" the horse had shied, thrown and nearly killed the 
gentleman; but supposing he did recover, Nickem 
would lose one of his best customers ; the gentleman 
was a capital horseman, but no one could sit a horse 
that reared and fell backwards." 

No man can deny the truth of the latter truism : it 
is a summary sort of ejectment of an unpleasant oc- 
cupant of the back, which, if horses were oftener to 
adopt, would be much to their advantage, and not un- 
frequently give society a fair chance of reaping advan- 
tage also. Besides, it would save a vast deal of trouble 
in plunging, kicking, &c., which does not always suc- 
ceed : the retrograde manoeu\Te always does. People, 
like horses, often take a great deal of trouble to do 
that which might be done by some more simple pro- 
cess. I have seen a terrible scuffle made to get a 
troublesome fellow out of a house : this is bad taste 
and bad tact : how easy the thing is to be done ! Put 
the poker into the fire (if it is not there already) ; 
wait till it is a fine glowing white heat ; present it 
within a foot of the to-be-ejectee's nose, quietly and in 
a courteous manner follow him, keeping your poker 
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at the charge (no charge will be required) ; my life on 
it my gentleman makes off in any required direction. 
This reminds me of an anecdote of a servant of 
mine : it may on a similar occasion be useful to ladies, 
80 I will mention it. My wife had once been so long 
tormented by a milliner as to trimming a bonnet, that 
she determined to have it home finished or unfinished : 
she sent a note to this purpose by George (Old George 
as he was called), acquainted him with its purport, 
with directions not to return without the bonnet. On 
handing in the note, a written answer was handed to 
him : Old George knew a bonnet could not be con- 
tained in a small note, so demanded the former as an 
accompaniment. He was told to " go about his busi- 
ness" — this, to do him justice, was a useless order, 
for he never neglected it. — He considered his business 
in this case was to get the bonnet, and have it he 
would, if any human being could get it. This his 
mistress well knew, and this he took upon himself 
verbally to let Mademoiselle know. He then quietly 
sat down in the passage : he was of course ordered 
out : Old George only grinned a ghastly grin (I never 
knew him laugh). He was threatened with expulsion 
by some man to be called in : Old George only grinned 
more ghastly than before, for he was one who would 
have made most men grin who had tried this with 
him. He was at last told to " sit there till he was 
tired:" he only grinned at this either. Now George 
(whenever he could indulge in it) was a smoker : not 
one of your small Thames smokers ; no, he was a re- 
gular Great Western, Great Liverpool, nay Great 
Britain herself, and always went provided for a cloud. 
Presently Mademoiselle and half her coterie came run- 
ning do^vn. There was Old George quietly but ener* 
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getically puffing away, nearly invisible in the dense 
cloud, which had ascended, till, as a hive of bees, he 
had fairly smoked them out. Words were useless, 
excuses equally so : he " only waited for his missus's 
bonnet." To send it home unfinished was annoying 
to Mademoiselle, but the smoke was intolerable ; so of 
course the bonnet was produced, and Old George gra- 
tuitously gave one of his best Sunday grins by way of 
a dormez'Vous bien^ Mademoiselles 1 Poor George ! if 
I were to direct any man how to be most faithful and 
most honest, I would advise him to take thee as his 
model : a grateful master offers this small tribute to 
thy raemory. 

I must confess T have made tolerably free hitherto 
with Master Nickem, notwithstanding I had the law 
of libel before my eyes; but like many men pro- 
fessing heroic feelings, I am heroic when no danger 
threatens ; for who is Nickem ? If any man or men 
choose to stand up and defend him, why then, I say, 
" Bucks, have at ye all." Honest men will not : they 
will say, " Let the galled jade wince, our withers are 
unwrung." Poor Nickem ! sometimes, like the never- 
to-be-forgotten pack of Osbaldeston, with the immortal 
(would that he was!) Squire at their side, we have 
rattled thee along at the pace " that kills ;" when at 
others, like the old Southern Bluemottles of Dorking 
or Leatherhead notoriety, true to the scent, we have 
followed thee through many of the doubles thou hast 
made in any particular chase we have alluded to : but 
where the shifts of all sorts of game are combined in. 
one, I know not the kind of hound adapted to the 
sport ; so I will not promise a " kill : " all I profess to 
do is, to give an occasional burst : so here goes to 
•*f hit him off" again. 
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I have mentioned before that some Repositories 
have a regular auction once or twice a week. These 
at times are like the addenda or appendix to an au- 
thor's work, when used merely to make out a book at 
the expense of the reader; but at others, like the 
codicil to a will, producing greater effect than all the 
preceding seven skins of parchment put together. 
Also like an outrigger, ugly to look at, but useful 
when roads run bad. Or like a unicorn team, awkward 
to drive, but not to be despised when the option would 
be a heavy loaded coach and pair. Now, to do Nick 
justice, he is not disposed to be a slow coach: in 
truth, he goes over some ground rather too fast ; and 
I have been showing some of my readers how to put 
the " skid " on without hurting their fingers. If they 
incautiously hum them in taking it off^ any little boy, 
who gets threepence a week from the coachman for 
doing it, will teach them better. 

If I understand the term " auction," it was origi- 
nally meant (that must have been before the Flood) 
the putting property up for sale to be really sold to 
the highest bidder. I have no doubt but that, if pro- 
perty of any sort was sent for sale in the true spirit 
of a sale by auction, and proper time given to acquaint 
purchasers of such that it was bond Jide to hesoldy such 
property would, in the generality of cases, bring its 
fair value ; but if three or four hunters, however great 
their merits might be, were sent to be sold even by 
Mr. Tattersall, if they were unknown horses^ of course 
they would be, figuratively speaking, given away. 
Why ? Not because auctions are bad places to sell 
horses at, but because hunters are sold for their merits, 
and of course people will not bid for merits that they 
do not know exist. But supposing (may it never 
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happen to such men !) that Lords Wilton, Waterford, 
Maidstone, and many others, were induced to give up 
hunting, let their horses be sent to Tattersall's, they 
would bring all they were worth (perhaps more): 
they would bring their value, because their relative 
merits as hunters are as well known as those of Dickey 
Misfortune as a pedestrian, or Euclid as a race-horse. 
They often bring more, because men who buy such 
horses do not merely consider what the horse is worth, 
but what they choose to give to get him ; and when 
such men thus compete with each other, the price is 
sometimes astounding; and if such horsemen and 
such riders as I have mentioned and alluded to could 
be brought to the hammer, the prices they would bring 
would be a little more astounding still. 

Unquestionably a fair auction is where things are 
to be sold, and positively sold, to the highest bidder ; 
and if dealers in the property on sale could be ex- 
cluded, this might be done : but while they form a 
part of those who attend auctions, it cannot^ at least 
not in a general way. If dealers would fairly bid like 
other persons, their money is as good as that of those 
other persons ; but this they will rarely do : they are 
a clique^ a community j that hang together, know each 
other's object, and combine to bring it about : so, if 
property was always put up for unreserved sale, what 
between their hints, their advice, their ridicule, and 
their bullying, half the company would be deterred 
from bidding at all; and as dealers would not bid 
against each other, property would be all but left to 
their tender mercy. Dealers will often say they give 
more for horses at an auction than anyone else there: 
I know they do, no thanks to them : they do this when 
they arc commissioned to buy for any gentleman: 
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they will then employ each other to oppose each other, 
and this produces several good effects to them: 
it makes the public think there is no sort of combina- 
tion among them : it holds the dealer who buys the 
horse harmless, whatever he may give, as he can say 
(nay prove) that D. of such a place, E. of another, 
and F. of a third, bid nearly the sum he gave ; and 
he, and all of them, always wish a gentleman to pay 
enormously for any thing he buys that does not come 
out of their hands, as well as what does. Let any one 
watch the dealers when a horse is at auction : a bid is 
made ; he will see all their faces turned immediately 
from the horse and to the company : he will see them 
peeping and peering about, standing on tiptoe, all on 
the alert. This is to see who bids, for the who makes 
all the difference. If a dealer has bid, and they 
know he wants the horse for himself, they are not only 
still as mice, but my life on it they walk away, as much 
as to say " We would not have him at any price ; " and 
a word or quiz, loud enough to be heard, leaves the 
horse nearly in their brother dealer's hands. If they 
find he has got beyond the price their chum intends 
to give, and they find a gentleman or gentlemen (as 
they would say) " sweet upon him," back they all 
come, and run the horse up ; as the next best thing 
to throwing him into the hands of one of themselves 
is the making a gentleman pay for daring to buy of 
any one else. It may be asked if they never get 
caught in their own trap, and get a horse knocked 
down to them at more than his value ? Certainly 
sometimes they do, but very seldom; for they generally 
can judge pretty accurately by circumstances how far 
they dare go in their bidding. When, however, they 
do get caught, it is no great matter : the loss (if any) 
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is borne among the dique : so it is a mere nothing to 
each, and eventually it serves the trade. If two or 
three or more dealers know there is a horse to be sold 
that would, " at a price^^ suit each of them, do not 
flatter yourself (if you knew this) that your horse, or 
rather yourself, will get a better price on that account ; 
you will in feet get a worse ; for it then becomes the 
personal interest of all these to prevent it. He will 
be bought by any one of them fixed upon, and then 
be resold by a kind of private auction among those 
who would have been disposed to bid for him. Nor 
is it in the power of any auctioneer to totally prevent 
this combination among the trade, try what he will. 
No man endeavours to do so more than Mr. Tattersall : 
he is always ready to show dealers every proper atten- 
tion, civility, and accommodation; but his interest, 
his character, and it is only doing him bare justice to 
say, his principles, make him at aU times hostile to any 
thing he thinks looks like combination among them to 
the injury of gentlemen. If he had not done this, 
the " Comer" would long since have been deserted by 
them, instead of being, as it is, and has been for more 
than half a century, the resort of all the aristocracy 
of this kingdom, and that of others (when here) who 
make horses one of their pursuits. This would render 
any panegyric on Mr. Tattersall or his establishment 
quite useless on my part if I wished to write one, 
which I in no way contemplate. I mention the esta- 
blishment among other things : I have no earthly inte- 
rest in what I say of it. It is true I have been known 
to Mr. Tattersall from a boy (though not as Harry 
Hie'over) ; but I never received a favour from him 
in my life, and dare say never shall. It has, moreover, 
happened I never had occasion to sell or buy half a 
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dozen horses in his establishment, and certainly 
never bought as many by auction in London in any 
other: but I think my estimation of Mr. R* Tat- 
tersall is pretty near the mark, when I say I should 
as soon suspect him of making a guinea by any means 
that could be construed into bordering on what was 
dishonourable, as I could conceive him neglecting 
to make it where it was to be got in a perfectly ho- 
nourable way. I think I could scarcely prove my 
perfect conviction of his integrity more strongly. 

Mr. Dixon's Repository I have been in perhaps a 
dozen times, never but once on business ; it is quite 
out of my beat .when in London. I once attended 
the sale of a friend's horse there, received every civility 
and attention, and the horse was sold in a satisfactory 
way. Here ends my knowledge of Dixon's. Mr. 
Robinson's I never was in in my life. Aldridge's 
**wot was," I once bought a horse at, and on that 
occasion, and also once at the King Street Bazaar, I 
have great pleasure in mentioning the urbanity of 
manners of Mr. Haughton : here ends my knowledge 
of London horse auctions. Doubtless there are 
Nickems enough in London, though not at the places 
I have mentioned. 

But whether in London or the country, let us re- 
turn to friend Nickem, and see how he would manage 
with a horse placed in his hands to be sold, if not by 
private sale, by auction. I think I see him chuckling 
at this double chance afforded him. Now where there 
are a couple of hundred horses put up every week by 
auction, a man can go perfectly straightforward, and 
must make money ; but where his average is perhaps 
twenty, those twenty must be twisted and turned so 
as to stand in the place of two hundred, or how is 
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Nickem to live ? If he was an honest or honourable 
man, the twenty would starve him ! but Nick worit 
starve ; to prevent which he does nick them ; and I 
fear there are not many who would prefer losing 
their money and time as men of integrity to making 
money as he does. 

Nickem, by way of a little every-day dinner, prefers 
a dish of crimped skate, some calf's head, a teal, and 
some fritters, to pickled pork and greens : so do I ; I 
hate pork. Whether in Nickem's situation I should 
prefer eating the abomination, as an honest man, to 
dining as Nick does, my friends must judge : but at 
all events Nick does not relish the porcine dish, and 
in fact won^t eat it ; so his customers must find him 
something better. To get this, he must side with 
dealers, for they would be too strong for him. He 
goes in this case upon a liberal principle — viz. " live 
and let live" — just as a single man's servant in lodg- 
ings allows the landlady to crib his master's hyson 
(and indeed every thing else), while she in return 
never hints that Tom, or Wilson, or Morbleu, as the 
name may be, charges master nine shillings a pound 
for what he buys at seven. Thus they take their tea 
very comfortably together : this is social and liberal. 
I hope I have the germ in me of these feelings ; but I 
have a dogged kind of feeling that I must say makes 
me wish to be so when and to what extent I please ; 
or in short, as I mentioned of Liston, to " mix for 
myself." I am quite willing to let others do so ; but 
then I must not be expected to pay for the mSlangey 
as in the following case. 

I sent my groom and a helper with my horses to a 
to^vn, wishing to get a fortnight's hunting with some 
hounds I wanted to see. On bringing in his week's 
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bill there was about the usual fair charges for ale and 
an occasional glass of grog ; but one evening there 
were three glasses of brandy-punch at Is. Qd. per 
glass, and share of three bottles of mulled spiced port 
at Qs. per bottle. I thought this a leetle too strong — 
not the punch or wine, the gentlemen who partook of 
it could only judge of that — but I thought the assur- 
ance of the thing very strong indeed. The expression 
of my disapprobation was very strong also. It was 
certainly very humbly represented to nie, that he " had 
spent the evening with Lord So-and-So's servants, and 
two or three Baronets' and first-rate men's servants, 
and he thought I should not like him to be shabbier 
than they." I added, " it was a bad example to my 
other man, who was much younger." I was told, 
however, with every appearance of most indignant 
feelings, that " Tom was a very good stableman, cer- 
tainly," but as to the " example," he " hoped I did not 
think he had so far forgot himself as to introduce Tom 
to his company ! " I burst into a hearty laugh at this : 
the laugh made me allow the charge, but I informed 
my gentleman he must drop these growing aristocratic 
notions, and in future, if he mixed for himself such 
expensive ingredients, he must also pay for himself. 

Nickem likes mulled spiced port ; so do his friends 
the dealers : they also like their customers to pay for 
it, and in most cases they make them do so ; and to 
do this they must work into each other's hands. They 
of course never oppose Nickem whenever he wishes 
to buy, and he affords them every facility when they 
wish to do so. Should they both wish for the same 
horse, it is managed very easily. Whichever it is de- 
cided shall be the purchaser takes the lot, the other 
" stands in." Now standing-in (begging the gentle- 
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men's pardon for the comparison) means the same 
thing as one thief stealing the property, the other 
sharing the profits of the booty. But this is not often 
done, as Mr. Nickem is rather jealous of being knotvn 
as a purchaser; and still more jealous of putting him- 
self in the power of his friend, whose honour he knows, 
when put in competition with his interest, is about on 
a par with his own. There is, however, one little ad- 
vantage Nick has over the dealer, and of course over 
any one else purchasing and selling in his Repository, 
This I mention as a profound secret ; indeed I do not 
say it ever is done ; I merely insinuate that there is a 
bare possibility of its being distantly contemplated; 
for in fact it would be a breach of honour on Nick'a 
part towards Government ; and we must not suppose 
any tiling so truly monstrous as making a shilling at 
GoverBment's expense. None of our great men do it, 
ever have done it, or ever will in future. There are, 
I know, people who say great men have done such 
things ; nay, are daily doing so now : but those who 
promulgate such reports are only malignant, hypocri- 
tical wretches, deserving stripes, banishment, and 
evQTj misery that flesh is heir to. I do not accuse 
even Nick of such peculation, but there is no harm in 
saying what might be done. 

In some repositories the purchaser pays the auc- 
tion-duty of one shilling in the pound ; in others,^ the 
seller pays it. This, it will be seen, would mate no 
difference in the advantage Nick might contemplate. 
If the dealer buys a horse at 40Z., and has to pay the 
duty, he stands him in 421. } if he buys one where the 
seller pays it, this is considered by the seller, and he 
prices his horse accordingly : so the dealer virtually 
pays the 21. just the same, as the owner would have 
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taken 38/. ^ where he had no duty to pay. Now if 
Nick buys, he stops the 2L from the seller on pajring 
him : if the purchaser pays^ he draws it from him ; 
so either way Nick gets 21. in bia hand. Some people 
(like the malignant ones I have mentioned) might say 
they wonder if the 21. ever leaves it. I say of course 
it does ; it goes to Government, unless in the hurry 
of business he might on such an occasion forget to 
pay it over. Should he. do so, there is 22. as clear as 
21. can be. Now, in selling again, suppose Nick 
should sell a horse for a dealer at 45/., for which the 
dealer had given 40/. the same day : the dealer would, 
in one case, have to pay out of it 40^. duty, 45^. com- 
mission to Nick for selling him^ and say 2^. to Nick's 
men, making 4Z. Ts. : so he would only get 135. profit 
after all. If the dealer bought where the owner pays 
the duty, he would make 21. Is. by his purchase, but, 
in the latter case, he would have given 21. more out 
of the horse's value than where the buyer pays. So 
the 5Z. additional is not always to be got ; if he takes 
3/. advance on the price, he still makes but the 13^. 
or thereabouts. Now, if Nick buys, he has 21. in; 
hand, which he may forget to hand over ; he stops of 
course 2Z. more for selling the horse to himself. If 
he is fortunate enough to sell him at 45/., this really 
looks like 9/. made — at least many people will think 
so; but I say it is only 7/., for such is my confidence 
in Nick, that I say he will not forget the 21. duty : 
I would bet my life he would not forget it, not he!* 
Let us suppose Nickem not to be able to bring down 
the price of a customer's horse to what he wants hiia 

* Since writing the first edition of this work the auction duty 
has ceased: Nickems therefore now substitute other sources of 
profit in lieu of the one above alluded to. 
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at : he advises his being put up to auction, and says, 
" Very likely, sir, he may bring more at the hammer 
than I am offered privately." Very likely he would 
if Nick would let him ; but he worCt^ and that makes 
" all the difference." But how can he prevent persons 
bidding if they are disposed to do so ? He certainly 
could not ; but he can make them not disposed to do 
it. The dealers and Nick's friends will not of course 
do it ; persons who do not want the horse won't ; so 
it is only a few, at most three or four, or perhaps only 
one, that will. These are generally easily got over,, 
for the horse is carefully watched in the stable ; so any 
one looking at him is very soon " made aU right " by 
those employed for the purpose. The man in charge 
of him sees what is going on quick enough, so he 
works in the good cause. If any one looks at the 
horse, he steps up, begs the gentleman " not to take 
any notice of what he tells him " — (he would be wise 
if he did not) — but adds, "the pipes Avon't do for 
you, sir ;" or " the lamps are going ;" or anything he 
pleases to say : so he gets a half-crown for his honesty, 
and is thought a capital fellow, the gentleman loses 
it and a good horse into the bargain, being, however, 
perfectly satisfied that Jem, or Tom, at Nickem's, will 
always give him a hint. Doubtless he will, if he is 
fool enough to take it : not but that it is good policy 
in any man who often buys horses at any particular 
place to give these fellows five or ten shillings if a 
purchase turns out well, for you then have ten 
chances in your favour against the man who does 
not : he is sure to get " a dig " if they can put him 
in the way of it ; you will not, unless it is their 
better interest to assist you to one ; but as, gene- 
rally speaking, it would not be, your money will be 
^1 laid out. 
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Nothing can seem more fair than Nickem's pro* 
posing to give a horse the chance of the auction to 
facilitate his sale ; and so it would really be if he gave 
him a chance ; but he will not ; for the reason he re- 
commends the supposed trial is merely to damp the 
owner's hopes by letting him see that (say) 25Z. was 
all that was bid for a horse for which he expects 40/. 
If the horse belonged to Nick or his friends, he and 
they would take very good care this should not be the 
case : they would not put it in any one's power to see 
or say that only so much was offered for him ; nor need 
this be done, if the agent wishes to do his duty to his 
employer, for he can try how much is honSi fide bid, 
and if he finds a sum very short of the price asked is 
only offered, it is quite easy for him to run the horse 
up to something near the price asked. This really 
assists the sale, as people will think, if they hear 35/. 
bid by auction, that 40/. cannot be any great deal more 
than he is worth. For the auctioneer to do this, it 
may be said, is contrary to the true spirit of an auction. 
I know it is; so is people combining to get others' 
property at less than its fair value. But, if buyers will 
do what was never contemplated when auctions were 
first set going, the auctioneer is compelled to fight 
them at their own weapons ; nor is it any blot upon 
his character that he fights the good fight for his em- 
ployer. If he is forced, in some cases, to overstep the 
strict rules laid down for his guidance, in order to 
promote fair dealing, the fault is not in him, but in 
those who by their conduct compel him to do so. But 
I am now alluding to an honest, honourable man : no 
fear of Nickem incurring any censure for any one's 
interest but his own ; and though we must not, as a 
general maxim, say the end justifies the means, a 
man's motive in an act makes all the difference in the 
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culpability or justification of it. That in the long 
run " honesty is the best policy," is an allowod truism : 
but then " best policy" does not always include 
making money. Many circumstances may combine to 
prey^it a man doing this in an honourable way ; but if 
he does not make, or if he loses, money, he may pre- 
serve his character, self-esteem, and the good wishes 
and good offices of his friends; and this t^ ^^l)e8t 
policy," for which he ensures a certain good. Nickems 
think otherwise. The opinion on such subjects de- 
pends on the proper or vitiated state of men's minds- 
Many rogues do make money it is true, but not always ; 
and, as it is said in the Rehearaal^ '^ suppose the audi- 
ence should not laugh," where are you then, friend 
Nick ! The only thing for you is to tuck your coat-tails 
over your arms, and walk yourself off to your name- 
sake. You axe too known a screw to be sold even at 
your own auction, though the Devil was the auctioneer. 
I have now given many hints, many opinions, and 
some instances of what may l)e and what is done by- 
some men in the horse world. I introduced these sub- 
jects, by pledging myself to tell the truth, and nothing 
but the truth. I have done so : I have, I dare say, 
mentioned many things that a large proportion of 
readers " dreamt not of." What I have mentioned I 
know, but I have by no means mentioned aU I know* 
I have mentioned many of the motives that influence 
the actions of a certain class c^ rogues, and some of 
the means by which they bring them about : but I 
might write for the next twelve months, and still 
leave many unnoticed. I never promised or con- 
templated making any one a match for a rogue : I 
might as well attempt to teach him to write like 
Sir Walter Scott. I must go to school again myself, 
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and make much better use of my time than I have 
done, to succeed in either. I have read and have by 
heart also many of the beauties of the one : I have 
seen and have by heart also many of the rascalities o£ 
the other. I may point out to any man still less read 
than myself, the works of the one for his admira- 
tion : I may also point out to those who have seen less 
of the thing than I have done, what, by arousing 
their suspicions, may assist in saving them from 
being deceived and victimised by the other as they 
might have been by such means as I have particu- 
larised. This is all I have attempted. If we teach a 
man as many of the indications of an approaching 
storm as may induce him to get under shelter in time, 
it is enough for him, unless he wishes to become an 
astronomer or natural philosopher: so, if he is told 
enough of the practices. of such fellows as Nickem to 
shelter himself, in this case it is enough also ; for I 
presume no man would wish to study rascality . If he 
does, I am quite as incapable as I should be unwilling 
to be his tutor : in this " the patient must minister to 
himself." Should he, however, wish to prosecute his 
studies quite professionally, I shall be happy to point 
out to him several adepts who can give him that high 
finish in roguery, only to be learned under the best 
masters. Should I have the high honour of meeting 
any individual ^vishing thus to finish his education, if 
the meeting should take place in Oxford Street, or at 
the Comer (on sale days), the probability is I may be 
able to point out one who has been enthusiastic in his 
pursuit of knowledge in the art of Nickemising, and 
completed his education on the Continent : permit me 
to recommend him as a master. Nay, the lad who 
accompanies him in his gig is quite competent to bring 
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on a young pupil : the master will finish him ; so he 
will a customer, if he has much to do with him. I 
can point out many capable masters, but I love to 
notice particularly transcendent merit ! 

What information I have got in such matters as I 
have alluded to has not, I can assure my readers, 
been gained free of expense : it is a medicine I have 
been forced to swallow: some of the pills were, I 
allow, very nicely silvered, others gilt; but unfor- 
tunately, it was my silver and gold that I swallowed. 
The phials were very neatly tied down with crimson 
paper, and the labels beautifully written : this did not 
make the contents the less nauseous. I soon became 
intractable, and would swallow no more : and now, 
though not a M. D., former dosing has rendered me 
so aware of kind intentions, that the horse pharmaco* 
polist who could persuade me his bolus was a preserved 
cherry, or his dark-coloured draught Chateau Margaux, 
must know something of his business. 

If, from what I have written, I may so far have 
aroused the suspicions of my reader as to prevent his 
being improperly dosed, my time has not been ill- 
employed. If I have induced him to avoid the char- 
latan, and apply only to the honourable and able 
practitioner, I have done some good : and should he 
be so unfortunate as to unwittingly apply to the for- 
mer, if I have sho^vn him enough of the appearance 
of his drugs as to induce him to refuse a deleterious 
draught, it is well also ; but far better is it if I can 
persuade him not to trust to such knowledge, and in 
all circumstances to apply only to such men as will 
render any knowledge of the iniquitous practices of 
rogues uncalled for ; and men of honour and integrity 
are to be found in all professions, and even in trade. 
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Under any circumstances that may induce a person 
to send a horse to a repository, let me advise him 
first to consider whether he is a competent judge of 
his value (for what he may have given has nothing to 
do with it) : if he is not a judge of the value of horses, • 
in the name of common sense let him consult some 
one who really is; for as at least three-fourths of 
buyers pay more for a horse than he is worth (in the 
markef), so three-fourths expect a salesman to get 
them a price the horse will not bring when thus 
offered for sale. This ends in disappointment both 
to the agent and the owner. If you go to a respect- 
able man, tell him candidly all you know about your 
horse, his failings as well as his merits ; if he really 
knows you to be a man of good temper and good sense, 
he will (if asked) not object to give an opinion of the 
price you may expect, or something very near it : and 
under such circumstances he should be allowed a dis- 
cretionary power to either take what he considers the 
first fair offer, or to hold the horse over if he feels 
confident of getting a better. Of course this discre- 
tionary power and this attention to his advice and 
judgment, must only be awarded to a man known to 
be one of integrity. 

If you send a horse to a man to whose general con- 
duct you are a stranger, the mode of doing it should 
be this: first get the horse examined by a known 
veterinary surgeon : it is IO5. 6d. generally well laid 
out, for you may fancy you know whether he is sound 
or not : if you do, there is not one owner in ten who 
does. You may know he is not dead-lame, blind, or 
broken- winded ; but there are many things very short 
of any of these that will make a Professional very 
properly reject a horse as an unsound one. It therefore 
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saves time and expense learning this beforehand. 
Send your horse with a written description of his 
qualifications and his price ; say he will be left with 
Mr. — ^ so many days for sale ; and if not sold by 
that day, he will be fetched away. Desire no offers 
may be communicated to you, as you have made up 
your mind, and sent his lowest price ; and state he has 
passed a veterinary surgeon as sound. All this will 
show an honest man what to do ; and it will show a 
rogue you are not one to be played with. I might 
be asked whether a Nickem would not, even in this 
case, begin some of his tricks ? He mighty but I should 
say he would not : for there are so many with whom 
he can do so with impunity, that he would not run 
the risk with one where it seemed likely he could not : 
and if he has reason to think you are not one he can 
bamboozle out of 20/., he wiU rather get his commis- 
sion by selling your horse, than only get the bare 
livery ; so he will sell him, or at least try to do so. 

I have endeavoured to give my reader sufficient 
hints of the proper and improper practices of dealers 
and repository keepers to enable him to judge a little 
of what is intended by either. I have stated many 
things that may be done by any one in the horse 
trade, also many things that sometimes are done ; but 
let me entreat him not to imagine they are always 
done. 

A man conversant with the thing might write a 
treatise on the mode by which property is abstracted 
from our persons by pickpockets : this does not make 
pickpockets more numerous, nor need we clap our hands 
on our pockets whenever we meet a person in the 
street. Pockets are occasionally picked, and by pick- 
pockets ; men are occasionally robbed, and by horse- 
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dealers of different sorts: but the difference of the 
case is very wide indeed. The pickpocket knows how 
to pick your pocket, and tjoill always do it\\S he can: 
the dealer may know how to do it also in his way ; so 
does every tradesman, but they do not always do it ; 
and I am happy to say there are many who never do. 
I grant the horse trade affords great facilities for im- 
position and rascality — perhaps no trade more so: 
the greater the merit then of those men who tread a 
path so beset with temptations with credit to them- 
selves and integrity to their customers, who would 
scorn the practices of a Nickem as much as they 
would and do the perpetrators of them. Such men — 
and I could point out many — are as worthy objects 
of the esteem of the public, as they are for the imita- 
tion of their less conscientious brethren in the same 
avocation. This I give as a Hint to (in concluding the 
foregoing Hints on) Horse-dealers. 



GENTLEMEN, GENTLEMEN-JOCKS, AND 
' GENTLEMEN'S GENTLEMEN. 

In venturing my crude thoughts on Gentlemen, I am 
quite aware that to the liberality of mind that forms 
so prominent a feature in the attributes of the Gentle- 
man I alone can trust as a shield against those ani- 
madversions my incompetency to the task may subject 
me. On this liberality I throw myself in carrying 
out my very delicate task, trusting that, from the 
general tenor of my writing on less difficult subjects, 
where in the present case I may be in error, it will be 
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attributed to error of judgment only, but in no case 
to a wish to oflfend any class of society collectively. 

Some gentlemen-jocks may feel offended at what I 
may say of them : let me remind them that I speak 
collectively: nay, could bring individually some in- 
stances in refutation of my general classing of them. 
This, however, does not in any way invalidate the 
correctness of my definition en masse. 

From the gentlemen's gentlemen I expect no suf- 
frage : I neither expect nor ask it at their hands. If 
I asked any thing from them, it would be merely that 
they should fed satisfied that to the best of my ability 
and judgment I would do them justice ; but this I do 
not anticipate : for though in the play of John Bull 
we are told that "justice is justice," it is only enlight- 
ened minds that will allow it is so when levelled at 
self. 

One of the terms used in the heading of this article 
bears at once the stamp of sporting origin — namely, 
gentlemen-jocks : that of gentlemen comes before us 
in a more questionable shape : whereas the gentle- 
man's gentleman is (or rather ought to be) a kind of 
monstrosity that requires explanation. But in allu- 
gion to gentlemen as a topic for a sporting work, 
when we reflect that among the thousands that read 
such works the majority is composed of genttemen, and 
that they are the chief supporters of sporting in its 
various branches, it must be admitted that whatever 
bears relation to them is quite in place here : so, to 
carry on the chain of connection, those who make 
sporting their chief pursuit must keep animals to 
enable them to enjoy it : and as they must also keep 
persons to take care of these animals, those persons 
become objects of consideration also : but, as in duty 
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and inclination bound, let us begin with the gentle-: 
man, leaving, as they do in hospitals, the less influen- 
tial patients to wait to be operated upon — as a 
friend of mine used to say, " they will keep." He 
was a surgeon, and a very skilful one, an excellent 
fellow, and moreover a true lover of fox-hunting ; but 
the consequence of the latter propensity was, that he 
was at times, when wanted in his business, what he 
was always when going across country — very difficult 
to catch. I do not mean that he neglected his patients : 
his heart lay in too good a place for that ; but he 
sometimes, as he called it, " bottled them," if hounds 
came within his reach, that is, such patients as he 
used to say " would keep." Now I trust the gentle- 
men-jocks will keep — the gentlemen's gentlemen shall 
keep, "by G — ," as Sterne would say: so we will 
bottle them up for a time, though they may become 
a little corked by our so doing. 

In comparing any two or more objects, I conceive 
the first thing to be done is to define precisely what 
constitutes each in its separate and relative position ; 
and then I conclude, though I never learned systema- 
tically either writing or arithmetic in my life, that by 
a little addition, subtraction, and division we shall 
come at the dividend of each. 

To this end let us first consider what is a gentle- 
man ? Many may say that every one knows what, or 
rather who is and who is not a gentleman. / fancy 
/ do ; but I am quite prepared to expect that many 
who may read my ideas on the subject will say I do 
not. Probably they may be right ; but as my fancy- 
ing I do know what constitutes a gentleman is very 
far from proof of the fact, so their opinion to the con- 
trary is no certain demonstration that I do not. If 
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gentlemen ^coincide in this opinion, I bow with sub- 
mission to their decree, for they are competent judges 
of each other. 

To expect or hope for the concurrence of all classes 
in venturing an opinion on any subject would be the 
height of arrogance and folly : the very old fable of 
the old man, his son, and the ass, teaches us thus 
much; the old Latin saying, ^^frustra laboret qui 
omnibus tentat phxcere^^^ corroborates it; and daily ex- 
perience stamps the seal of conviction on our minds 
of its truth. If, however, every one suffered this to 
deter him from giving an opinion or promulgating his 
ideas on any point, the effect would be that no new 
light would be thrown on any subject. It is discus- 
sion that brings forth truth ; and he who modestly 
puts forth his opinions, and subjects them to the cri- 
ticism of those better informed, I cannot but hope 
really benefits society. I say I hope, because such 
are the feelings under which I venture my imperfect 
impressions. I cannot hold any man merely stating 
his ideas, or the impression made on his mind by any 
circumstance, to be guilty of an act of the smallest 
presumption, unless he does so in such a manner as to 
lead to the supposition that he considers his opinions 
incontrovertible, or that he wishes or expects those 
opinions to be the jfta^ by which others are to form 
theirs. Of this charge I not only hope, but confi- 
dently trust I stand acquitted in the minds of my 
readers. 1 feel at least I am innocent of such in- 
tention. 

I have to crave pardon of my readers for the egotism 
I have been guilty of; but I felt it necessary in enter- 
ing on a subject the most difficult to handle to one 
who never wishes to offend. If I should therefore 
say any thing, that, taken " ad hominem^^^ may hurt 
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the pride of any one, let me entreat him to attribute 
it to impressions made on my mind by the given opi- 
nions and sentiments of my progenitors, that have 
" grown with my growth, and strengthened with my 
strength : " if those sentiments are wrong, my teachers 
were more in fault than L 

If we were to ask fifty men in fifty different grades 
of society, and different occupations in life, each to 
give his definition of what constitutes the gentleman, 
it would be found that very few, if any of them would 
coincide in their ideas. Fifty men of the same class 
would perhaps very nearly agree on this point ; but 
unless they were of the same class, they assuredly 
woidd not Therefore the utmost any one can hope who 
ventures on so ticklish a task is, that his opinions may 
meet corresponding ones among those in a similar stand- 
ing in society to himself, be that standing what it 
may. 

When Mr. Hercules set himself about cleansing 
certain Augean stables (not kept quite as stables are 
now-a-days), it wiU be allowed he undertook a toughish 
job ; but as he was a toughish sort of gentleman, it 
only required time on his part to ensure its comple- 
tion ; and having completed it, he was certain of com- 
mendation for his pains : not so the poor wight who 
attempts describing the gentleman : he is sure of the 
labour ; also sure of the reprehension of some one ; 
but as for the commendation, he is fortunate if he gets 
it from any one. I do wish Master Hercules had un- 
dertaken this job — many may say they wish so too, 
and may also think I should have been better employed 
shovelling away while he wrote : but as he did not, 
I suppose I must attempt it. 

It is not easy to define anything definitely : some 
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may think, it is : and by way of a sample of talent, I 
will ask them to define a plum-pudding : they may 
say they could do it merely by the six following words, 
" a pudding with plums in it." This certainly is a 
plum-pudding ; but suppose I choose to make one with 
only one plum in it, this would also be a plum-pud- 
ding : if so, what becomes of their definition ? They 
may say there never was one made with only one 
plum in it : grauted ; but that is no reason there 
never may; and, in fact, let them try a school-pud- 
ding ; they will find that by way of a great treat 
they may get something very like it, and in these 
hard times, but for Sir Robert Peel's tariflF, they 
would probably, ere this, have been treated with the 
identical thing itself. 

The mentioning a plum-pudding and a gentleman 
in the same sheet may appear somewhat incongruous 
I admit ; but the incongruity is not altogether so 
great as may be at first imagined, as the latter very 
often partakes of the former in one way, and I must 
confess sometimes in another. In the first case, he is 
a pudding-eating gentleman ; in the other, a pudding- 
headed gentleman : but they bear a closer affinity 
than this, inasmuch as it requires many good and ex- 
pensive ingredients to make either a perfect plum- 
pudding or a perfect gentleman. Certes to make the 
school-pudding, the ingredients are not usually great 
in number or particularly choice in quality. Though 
no pupil of Ude or Kitchener, I will venture to give a 
receipt for a school-pudding : in fact, f could make 
one. I will afterwards try my hand at a gentleman. 
In the latter I may probably fail ; but if this dish 
were produced by some one else, I think I could form 
some faint idea of the style of man employed in its 
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concoction. But for the benefit of all or any of those 
intending to set up a school, I will give the promised 
receipt for the pudding (the old stagers know it well 
enough) : — flour (not of the best quality) in propor- 
tion to the number of boys or young ladies (for 
the latter the quality somewhat less bady but not 
much) ; water d discretion (of anybody) ; fruit a dis- 
cretion of the mistress (who is always in this most 
discreet) ; suet or any unctuous matter (the produce 
of last week's cooking) to help down the delicious 
composition; to be, informd medici^ "taken" before 
the meat — {Mem. as a choker to save the latter.) 
What a blessing of Providence the same hand does 
not make the leg of mutton ! All that can be done 
here is to get it tough enough ; but young teeth are 
tough as well as the mutton, and mutton can only be 
got tough to a certain degree, otherwise the young 
gentlemen and ladies would all come home feather 
weight " in spite of their teeth." On whatever sub- 
ject I venture to write, I always do so from practical 
experience, the only excuse I can make for writing at 
all ; so I do in this matter, having paid close upon a 
hundred a-year for such indulgence in two different 
schools ; in return for which I shall write something 
illustrative of my opinion of those finger-posts to 
juvenile minds yclept preceptors and preceptresses 
— Messieurs^ Mesdames, et Mademoiselles, au revoir. 

Let us now see what ingredients we want to make 
a gentleman. If we ascertain that, we may possibly 
do a something to alleviate those heart-burnings so 
often felt on the occasion of races to be ridden by 
gentlemen, and those by gentlemen-jocks — for I 
really consider the qualification or disqualification of 
a man to ride where gentlemen only are intended to 
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do SO, to be as clear as the difference between a knovm 
half-bred horse and the thorough-bred one — 1 say 
knovmj because we pretty well know that we do not 
know how half the half-bred ones are bred. 

1 have said it required many rare ingredients to 
make a gentleman — that is, what in every sense of 
the word must be held as a perfect gentleman. These 
ingredients I conceive to be, good family, good educa- 
tion, good society, good manners, and good conduct. 
These I consider constitute a gentleman. If we add 
to these, polished and winning address, and carriage, 
I think we see something like a perfect gentleman. 
That a man may be a gentleman without possessing 
all these advantages, or by possessing them in a very 
moderate degree, we all know, and courtesy allows the 
title to many such. Personal merit and superior 
talent very properly in many cases break down the 
barrier between the man of family and the plebeian, 
and every liberal mind must rejoice in seeing the latter 
burst those bonds that held his forefathers as serfs to 
his more aristocratic brethren. If, however, fortune 
only has elevated him (which in a commercial country 
it may do) to a rank in society to which his most 
sanguine hopes never aspired, let him remember he 
owes it to no merit of his own. If superior talents 
have done this for him, the high attributes of such a 
mind should teach him that there are numbers of his 
fellow-men in whose bosom lies the germ of all his 
qualities, but from its having fallen on a more sterile 
soil, wants the means to burst forth : and, above all, 
let him remember that no men despise the advantages 
of birth but those who do not possess them ; and that 
in those who profess to do so, it is at best but a vul- 
gar bravado, a feeble and futile attempt to depreciate 
a^lvantages they cannot enjoy. 
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I trust that those who may have so far flattered me 
as to have read my fugitive thoughts and opinions on 
various 8ubject.s, will give me credit for not intending 
to venture a treatise on the relative position of the 
gentleman and the plebeian, but will feel convinced I 
never attempt anything like a treatise on any sub- 
ject ; but as in gentlemen-riders and gentlemen-jocks, 
the term Gentleman will be brought in question, it 
becomes necessary to myself that ray ideas of what a 
gentleman is should be known, otherwise I should 
make at best but a maUhre embrouiUSe of the whole. 
Fortunate wiU it be for me, if, in treating on so deli- 
cate a subject, I escape with no stronger manifestation 
of displeasure. I have said, many or some might 
think six words would define a plum-pudding; I 
really do think I have shown they would not. Many 
think a gentleman as easily defined ; but they would 
equally find themselves in error ; for the opinions of 
the attributes of a gentleman vary in accordance with 
the source from wh^ch they emanate. Pindar tells us 
the beau ideal of one of his heroes of a gentleman was 
the eating " fat pork and riding on a gate." I once 
heard a gentleman described as " he who had money, 
and the will to spend it." The honest blufi^ country- 
man says, " he's a gentleman that keeps his horse, and 
pays everybody their own." The low tradesman thinks 
the nice young man quite a gentleman who wears showy 
waistcoats, clothes in the extreme (consequently out) 
of fashion, and pays him. The worthy keeper of an 
inferior lodging-house holds up her lodger as a gentle- 
man if he allows her to cater for him, and consequently 
keep her family out of the cribbings at his expense. 
Multifarious and equally erroneous are the opinions 
formed of gentlemen by inferior people. Erroneous 
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they must be, because the generality of such persons 
are rarely brought in contact with gentlemen, conse- 
quently have no criterion to appreciate them by. The 
three best judges of a gentleman I should say must be 
first, gentlemen, who of course judge of others by them- 
selves ; next, first-rate tradespeople, because in trade 
they are in the habit of seeing their manners and ha- 
bits ; thirdly, superior servants, who see gentlemen 
and gentlewomen (ladies, as inferior persons always 
call them) throughout the day. A cheesemonger 
would consider himself highly offended on being put 
on a par with a servant. Doubtless he is held in the 
world's estimation as the more respectable and respon- 
sible person — {Mem. quaere in both cases, but particu- 
larly in the latter? ) — but supposing him to be both, 
he is not as competent a judge of a gentleman. How 
should he be ? he probably never saw one at table or 
in a drawing-room in his life (unless he crept up the 
lamp-post to get a peep). The servant has seen the 
thing daily for years, and could gjve a tolerable high- 
life-below-stairs imitation of the manners, and cer- 
tainly of the habits of his master. Our worthy 
cheesemonger would have about as clear a conception 
of a gentleman mounting the well-lit well-aired stair- 
case lined with exotics of a woman of fashion, as he 
would have of a crocodile forcing his way through 
the reedy banks of the Nile. The Egyptian or English 
animal, placed in the situation of a gentleman, would, 
I conceive, be about equally out of their element, and 
on their names being announced would create about 
an equal sensation ; doubtless they would be the lions 
of the night. 

Supposing the sketch I have so slightly drawn of 
the gentleman to be tolerably true to nature, or rather 
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to the received opinion of society (I mean society 
composed of gentlemen), I conceive that any man, 
unless he possesses the most overweening vanity or 
obtuseness of intellect, can decide for himself how far 
he does or does not possess the requisites of a gentle- 
man, and by so doing save himself the mortification of 
repulse when he attempts to step within that magic 
circle that encompasses aristocracy. Superior talent 
and superior worth may cause his being tolerated, 
nay, invited within its prescribed limits, but neither 
gives the right to enter there. These limits are not 
like those of the rainbow, so softened down that they 
can hardly be ascertained ; but are clear and definite, 
however much personal vanity may mislead people. 
Were it otherwise, distinction in society would be 
lost. This would certainly be one mode of doing away 
with any disputes as to gentlemen, gentlemen-jocks, 
and regular jocks ; but as we have not come to that 
state yet, we will see whether there is not a better 
way of settling this oft-disputed matter. 

Whether I understand the character of a gentleman 
or not, the definition I have given must decide : but 
that of a jock I certainly can estimate, as he is neither 
more nor less than a servant regularly engaged to one 
or more persons to serve him or them, or one ready 
to be engaged by any one requiring his services. 
The first character I will not presume so far as to 
say I have defined so as to be beyond contradiction ; 
the latter I certainly have : at all events I think it 
will be conceded to me that a gentleman is not a pro- 
fessional jock, and equally that the professional jock 
is not a gentleman. We now come to that anomaly 
styled gentleman-jock. We might as well say gentle- 
man-dustman. If some gentleman who could ride a 
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race as well as a professional jockey was so reduced 
in fortune as to be obliged to have recourse to riding 
for the public as a mean of support, we might very 
fi^propriately style him a gentleman-jock, because he 
would be both a gendeman and sl jockey^ and perhaps 
such a character exists ; but in a general sense the 
term is inappropriate and absurd. If a kind of inter- 
mediate character was intended to be specified, I can 
only say I should consider him a most useless one ; 
for he would not, by habits, standing in society, or 
probably manners, be a fit associate for the gentle- 
man, nor would he, in point of ability, be able to 
compete with the jockey. To render races to be 
ridden by gentlemen select, latterly, they are in some 
cases specified to be ridden by Members of such a 
Hunt or Hunts, Members of such Clubs, or Officers : 
this I consider as hardly fair ; for a man may be a 
perfect gentleman, and not come under either of these 
denominations: he would therefore be without any 
good reason excluded. I think we might put the 
thing in a more tangible and definite position, if races 
were appointed to be ridden by gentlemen, yeomen, 
or jockeys. This would make three clearly different 
characters of riders, neither of which could interfere 
with the other. I conclude the first intention of races 
to be ridden by gentlemen was of course as a means 
of gentlemen running and riding their own horses 
among themselves, to the very proper exclusion of the 
professional rider, with whom, of course, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred, gentlemen would have no 
chance. Those appointed to be ridden by gentlemen- 
jockeys were, I suppose, intended to let in a middle 
class of persons, neither quite gentlemen nor quite 
jockeys. The instituting amusement for all classes is 
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doubtless both laudable and praiseworthy, be those 
amusements what they may ; and certainly no set of 
men have a greater right to share in sporting amuse- 
ments than respectable country yeomen, for on the 
forbearance, good humour, and good feeling of such 
men, much of the sporting amusements of the higher 
orders depend. They are therefore entitled to have 
every facility given them in enjoying similar enter- 
tainment, and races for yeomen-riders would afford 
this desideratum. There could be no objection to 
gentlemen riding with the yeomen, or gentlemen or 
yeomen riding in the same race with jockeys, if they 
wished it, or fancied themselves equal to the competi- 
tion ; but as a jockey is a definite term, there could be 
no chance of his being put up to ride with either the 
gentleman or yeoman : it therefore becomes desirable 
to prevent the yeoman attempting to ride with gentle- 
men in genUemerCs races. 

Having attempted to define the latter, let us see 
how we can define the yeoman, a character that I 
consider in his relative position in society to be as 
highly respectable as the first magnate in the land ; 
perhaps oftentimes a more useful member of that 
society : but all this does not make him a gentleman, 
or in a general way a fit associate for one. The day- 
labourer, who supports his family by the sweat of 
his brow in a decent manner, is, so far as bare respect- 
ability goes, as respectable an actor on the world's 
wide stage as the Duke of Devonshire, or any equally 
exalted character : but respectability does not make a 
gentleman : it is a term we do not use as applying to 
them (I am sorry to say we sometimes cannot) : we 
infer that a gentleman is of course respectable, and 
the saying he was so would be no more a compliment 
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to him than if, in speaking of a virtuous woman, we 
were to say she did not walk the streets or the lobbies 
of Drury Lane Theatre. 

In some corroboration of this, I beg to mention 
an anecdote of a friend of mine. He was a man 
of good family, good education, and some talent. 
On going to reside for some time in a large pro- 
vincial town in which he had no acquaintance, he 
mentioned this circumstance in the presence of a per- 
son I have named, in the course of what I have 
written, as holding a prominent situation in the sport- 
ing world as a man of business and high integrity ; so 
his business-ideas led him to think that in a letter of 
introduction given to my friend he did his best in de- 
scribing him as a very respectable man. The letter 
was open, so my friend of course saw the contents. 
Many persons would think he ought to have been gra- 
tified by such a recommendation ; so far from being so 
he flew into a great rage, on reading the ill-fated, or, 
as he considered, ill-worded letter. "Respectable!" 
cried he several times over : " respectable and be d — d 
to him ! by G— , were he a gentleman and styled me 
respectable, I would have him out. Did he suppose I 
wanted him to tell people I was not a thief? " I need 
not say the letter of introduction was never delivered. 

Respectable, so far as it regards tradesmen and 
yeomen, is as high a term of commendation as can be 
applied to them ; and if they would be content with 
being respectable, without wishing to be thought (as 
they term it) genteel^ or, in other words, gentlemen, 
their banker's account would, perhaps, often be better 
filled, and the bankrupt account in the Gazette be less 
so : but this craving for a something unpossessed ruins 
half the world, and is the means of rendering thou- 
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sands as much below respectability as my friend held 
himself above it. 

This makes the gentleman-jock want to be a 
gentleman, and creates a wrangle if refused to ride 
as such. I think I need scarcely trouble my readers 
by a description of the yeoman : by the term yeoman 
we generally mean to imply that most respectable 
set of men called, in other terms, gentlemen-farmers* 
Here, again, the term is inappropriate, for it leads 
to misconstruction. Why, in the name of common 
sense, is the term Grentleman to be tacked on ? We 
never hear of a gentlemanmercYis^t. If the term gen- 
tleman-farmer means to imply a man who farms his 
own land, or a part of it, then the owner of a two- 
acre field is a gentleman-farmer, and so is the Duke of 
Bedford : we might as well style him and others noble- 
Tw^-farmers to describe them. They are noblemen 
who choose to farm their own land, but it would be 
ludicrous to style them noble or noblemen-farmers. 
The gentleman of large landed estates who keeps all 
or a portion in his own hands, is a gentleman who 
farms those lands; but we should not call the late 
Mr.. Coke, of Norfolk, merely a gentleman-farmer ; he 
is, or was, a gentleman — the farmer need not be added : 
nor to a common farmer, because he happens to own 
the land, or a part of the land, he cultivates, can we 
appropriately add the term gentleman: he is & farmery 
and no more. Why can he not be content with so 
respectable a denomination, without aiming at a title 
to which he has no pretensions, and in doing which he 
most probably renders himself ridiculous, and chal-* 
lenges his own mortification? The gentleman is a 
gentleman, whether he farms or not ; the others are 
large or small farmers, and not gentlemen. 

VOL, I. F F 
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When I have mentioned the term yeoman, I have 
done so because I know of no other one word that could 

00 effectively describe a person as being neither of the 
lowest class, a professional jock, or a gentleman ; but 

1 trost I will put it in the power of any man of com- 
mon sense to decide for himself whether he is entitled 
to ride in a genAemarCs race or not. We will suppose 
a race to be ridden by gentlemen in Lord Wilton's 
park. Let a man wishing to ride in that ask himself 
this simple question : ^' Am I a man that the noble 
patron of the races could^ without any dereliction of 
etiquette, invite to his table to meet his lady and 
friends ?" If conscience and conmion sense say yes, 
he is fit to ride in such a race ; if conscience says no, 
he has no greater right to feel either hurt or offended 
in not being allowed to ride as a gentleman, than 
if refused a seat at the dinner table. It may be 
said he might £Emcy himself fit for both situations : if 
a man is a fool, nobody can make him otherwise, and 
he must abide the consequences : if he is a sensible 
man, the criterion I have given whereby to estimate 
his pretensions will suffice. If, from too much or too 
little modesty, he is in doubt, let him consult a gentie* 
man, and he will set him right. If he never rode for 
hire, he is certainly not professional ; if he is not fit to 
dine at a nobleman's table, he is not (in every sense) a 
gentleman. What then is he ? a man in the middle 
ranks of society — a yeoman — till we find a better 
term to designate him by ; and, consequently, if fond 
of riding races, may ride wherever he pleases, but not 
in races to be ridden by gentlemen only. 

In noblemen or genUemen's parks, taces to be ridden 
by Corinthians are all very weU, quite in character^ 
and very appropriate amusements. They may also, of 
course, add races for farmers, and tenants, yeomanry 
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cavalry races, and any races they please. Such meet- 
ings afford amudement to perhaps thousands, not 
merely on the day or days, but for months inprospectu^ 
and also in recollection. They do a great deal of good ; 
they show a wish on the part of an influential man to 
afford amusement to his tenants, neighbours, and de- 
pendents, as well as to his friends; and I glory in 
seeing a man mount a horse for one of such persons, 
and, as Lord Howth would, do his best to beat. his 
ovm friends on farmer Such-a-one's nag. This pro- 
duces a proper kindred feeling between superiors and 
their less affluent neighbours, who, if they are worth 
pleasing, will not presume on such condescension. But 
to institute races to be ridden by gentlemen on public 
race-courses, I must consider useless, if not worse ; for 
I cannot see any good that can possibly result from 
them, but a great deal of bickering, jealousy, and 
frequently dispute, is all but the sure result. I have 
heard that the coal-shipping interest is supported so 
strongly on the consideration that it is a nursery for 
seamen, a kind of papboat institution for our jolly tars. 
This I doubt not is quite right and judicious ; so would 
it be to have races for gentlemen, if we meant to make 
the occupation of a professional jock that of a gentle* 
man ; but tiU this is contemplated, I must consider 
that private race-courses are the places for races 
including private gentlemen only. Races excluding 
professional riders even on pubUc courses are quite 
proper ; it gives amusement, and gratifies the harmless 
vanity of many who may wish to be seen in silk, and 
cannot make this little display of emulation (for I 
will not call it ostentation) on private courses: but 
then let such races be open to any rider not profea- 
mortal. If a gentleman wishes to ride in these, he can 
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-do sOy and there can be no degradation in his doing it : 
if there was, he must not ride with hounds ; for whe- 
ther a man rides over a country side by side with his 
inferiors, or whether he rides over a course with them, 
cannot make any difference as to putting them on an 
quality after the chase or race is over, nor need either 
produce any intimacy during their continuance ; on the 
contrary, die bringing the noble or man of birth and 
fortune in temporary contact with the plebeian must 
produce a beneficial effect if the conduct and manners 
of the former are consistent with their station in 
society, for the latter will then see a superiority, and 
at the same time, an urbanity of manner, in his supe- 
rior, that will challenge his respect and goodwill ; at 
least, so it ought to do. I am quite one to deprecate 
the ^^ toe of the tradesman treading on the heel of the 
courtier;'' but that gentleman must possess little of 
the tact of one if he suffers the mere riding a race with 
his inferiors to bring on any improper familiarity. 
There is among gentlemen an extreme politeness that 
they know how to bring into play {when wanted)^ that 
keeps the inferior in his proper place, without his 
being able to account for his feeling flattered and kept 
at a distance by the same conduct : so any fear of the 
clashing of different classes of society by gentlemen 
occasionally riding in races with their inferiors, I can- 
not conceive as likely to occur. 

I am willing to allow, and have before said, that I 
consider we have a eew gentlemen who can ride a 
race nearly as well as our best professional jocks, and 
much better than some of the professionals ; but th^ 
number of such gentlemen (from want of practice 
only) must be very small. In a race among gentle- 
men I have often seen one or two ride beautifully; 
but I must say I cannot challenge my memory with 
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fever having seen seven or eight gentlemen ride to- 
gether where on the whole the race was even tolerably 
ridden. It is something like a provincial theatrical 
company, where two or three are equal to better things, 
the others not equal to anything. Where I knew 
every gentleman going to ride, and every horse, I 
should certainly feel great interest in the race ; and, 
though I should not tell them so, perhaps a great part 
of that interest would be the seeing how some of them 
would ride. I think I can give my reader a little hint 
if he ever contemplates a bet where gentlemen ride — 
"never mind the horse; back the man^^ — unless the 
race was between Alice Hawthorn and The Duenna 
at equal weights : even then, I think, put Lord Howth 
on The Duenna, I could mention some gentlemen who 
would get Alice Hawthorn beat ; and yet I have seen 
such men ride their own horses, and when they could, 
those of their neighbours. As to any gratification in 
seeing such a man as the latter ride, it must only be 
similar to that of seeing Romeo Coates perform for 
the amusement of the public. By having races for 
gentlemen on public courses, we only substitute a bad 
race for a good one, without producing the end in- 
tended, if anjrthing good was intended by them, 
namely, affording amusement to those who could not 
get it elsewhere. I must, therefore, consider that at 
such places the only different classification of riders 
required is professional and non-professional. We 
have no fox-hounds for gentlemen only: why then 
races? The nobleman and gentleman ride when 
with hounds with horse-dealers, tradesmen, farmers, 
butehers, and even a chimney-sweep, and no harm 
arises from it : if, therefore, they wish to ride on pub- 
lic courses, no more harm or familiarity could arise 
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from riding with the same persons in a race. In either 
situation they do not ride as companions of such per- 
sons : we might as well wish to have one side of the 
public street set apart for gentlemen. If in riding a 
race a gentleman preserves the manners and conduct 
of one, he need fear no contamination : if he does not 
so conduct himself, the contamination might be feared 
by the other party, if they do. A gentleman would 
be no better four-in-hand man from learning the low 
slang or adopting the mianners of a stage-coachman, 
nor would he be the better rider for adopting the 
manners of some jockeys. A gentleman, avoiding 
the common and most mistaken idea of some, that it 
behoves them to be all in all — the coachman or the 
common jockey, might ride by the side of either all 
his life, and would find them touch their hat to him 
as respectfully afterwards as if he had not done so. 
If a gentleman never farther derogates from his cha- 
racter than by merely riding (if he would venture to 
do so) in the same race with professional jockeys, he 
will do well enough: if he thinks not, then (and 
perhaps he does wiser) let him ride with his equals 
only, and only in places where his equals do ride. 

Public race-courises are places for the amusement of 
the public at large : that public all in some way do a 
something that supports the races, for they all cause a 
circulation of money there, consequently have a right 
to be amused. Now I imagine gentlemen in riding 
there do not contemplate amusing that public by 
making Tommy Noodles of themselves ; and if they 
fancy they gratify the public by their fine riding, I will 
venture to say nine out of ten fail in the latter way, 
however successful fchey may be in the former ; and 
I must say I should strongly advise friends (and I 
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have no right to advise any other persons) not to ride 
on a puhlic race-course unless they are good enough 
to ride with public jockeys ; otherwise they are only 
about as welcome an interruption as it would be to 
have introduced between the acts of Hamlet^ where 
Eemble and Mrs. Siddons were playing, an interlude 
for amateur actors. I never saw those great actors ; 
but I conceive they would have been good enough for 
one evening's gratification without the other intereaU 
ing addition. An amateur performance in a noble- 
man's house is an intellectual and sometimes a grati* 
fying exhibition ; but do not treat us with it at Drury 
Lane, where we expect to see Macready, Kean, and 
such performers. A gentleman's race is a very pretty 
thing in its place : it teaches men to ride ; and when 
they can ride, as some men can do, they would gratify 
the public by showing themselves; but do Aot, pray, 
inflict on us an exhibition of those who cannot, and 
whose riding would be a laughing matter to every 
one biU their horses. 

If, therefore, in any public race the only distinction 
between the jocks was professional or non-professional, 
none of the wrangles as to gentlemen-jocks would 
arise, and this is all the distinction the public wants 
or sporting requires : at least, submitting with defer- 
ence to the opinions of others, I conceive it to be so. 
I am sure of one thing ; it would prevent a great deal 
of ill-feeling among the sporting world, and to promote 
so desirable a result (or, I should rather say, to induce 
some more influential person to do so), has been my 
chief aim in writing the foregoing pages. I in no 
shape presume so far as to consider myself of import- 
ance enough to effect this. If I ever get so much 
credit as to be considered one of the wheels that set 
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the machinery in motion, my utmost hope will have 
been realised. The gist, therefore, of what I have 
written I conceive amounts to this — that races to be 
ridden by gentlemen are quite proper in their proper 
place; races to be ridden by any one but a profes- 
sional jock, equally useful and proper in theirs ; and 
of course (so long as sporting exists) races to be 
ridden by professional jocks quite necessary to the 
sporting world: but for the sake of that sporting 
world, let these several races be defined. If I have 
not shown that they may be so defined, my time has 
been thrown away, and the patience of my reader 
taxed to no purpose. I have pointed out what I con» 
Ceive to be injudicious (it requires no great ability to 
do this) : let me hope an abler pen will have influence 
enough to produce a remedy. I point out the disease, 
suggest to the best of my abilities what I consider an 
anodyne, but I submit to the physician : if he pre- 
scribes well, few of his brethren will better merit their 
guinea. 

We now come to that most strange, most monstrous 
anomaly, the gentleman's gentleman, a kind of gen- 
tleman I should never have mentioned but from the 
fear, that, unless some check-rein is put on them, they 
will not be confined to the dressing-room, but we shall 
be getting a spurious sort of them in our stables. We 
shall have riding boys wanting Mareschino before they 
go out to early exercise if the morning happens to be 
cold ; and a Whip sporting his best Havanna and flask 
of Curajoa by the covert side : so we shall then have 
genUemen^yrhv^^ : a pretty mess we shall then be in. 
Let us have gentlemen, jockeys, and servants ; but for 
God's sake no gentlemen-jocks or gentlemen's-gentle- 
men. The term certainly never was applied to ser- 
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vants generally ; and when it has been applied to a 
certain grade of menials, whether it arose from the 
affectation of some one who wished it to be thought 
he never let anything short of a gentleman "come 
between the wind and his nobility," I know not ; but 
it certainly in any case is a ridiculous term. A man 
of fortune, of course, requires his linen well aired, the 
fire in his dressing-room kept up, his clothes laid out 
ready for use, his dressing apparatus at hand, and 
many minor little offices done for him that others wot 
not of: but I must think a respectable man is equal to 
do this ; for we are not to suppose a gentleman wants 
to be edified by the opinions or sentiments of his ser- 
vant. Perhaps the term originated with some bel 
esprit among the fraternity, who enjoy the privilege 
of giving an opinion on what combination of cosmetics 
(according to the moment) may best serve their lordly 
master's complexion — " to this complexion we must 
come at last" — (God of his mercy forbid it! for 
where cosmetics are wanted it must be a bad one) — 
or the term may have had its origin from some man 
of common sense, who invented it in derision of the 
dress, manners, habits of life, contemptible and dis- 
gusting arrogance of these gentlemen : but the term 
has been used, and about as sensibly as that of gentle- 
men-jocks, be its origin what it may ; and really those 
habits of indolence, impertinence, and expense that 
formerly were confined to these gentlemen's gentle- 
men, are making inroads, ay railroads, in the minds 
of ordinary servants, and are going on under high 
pressure too. Show me a more insufferable insolent 
imp than the present " tiger," lounging by the side of 
his master like a woman of ton in her carriage : still, 
to be stylish, he must do this. It should seem that 
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some men conceiye that the more arrogant their ser* 
vants are, the more they add to their own ddatj as if 
they meant to say and let it be thought, that ^^ though 
the fellow may show impertinence to some poor devil 
of only a few hundreds a year, he dare not do so to 
m^." No doubt m^ is a most uncommonly fine fellow ; 
but where he permits his servants or his pet tiger to 
be insolent to aU but himself and immediate friends^ 
Mr. Tiger should get a sound thrashing for his trouble ; 
and if his conduct was defended, I know somebody dse 
who would well deserve the same attention. There can 
be no doubt that superior persons require superior ser- 
vants, and of course must give superior wages ; but 
where wages are given to the amount they sometimes 
are, and where idleness and impertinence are permitted 
to the extent they are, the effect on a common mind is 
to convert that most useful, valuable, and respectable 
character, a trusty servant^ into a dishonest, insolent 
profligate. Nor does it end here: not content with 
being this himself, if he comes in contact with a re- 
spectable and valuable servant, the latter is made the 
butt of the former vagabond and his companions, with 
Mr. Tiger at their head. Good servants (and there 
are plenty of them to be had if we get them from the 
right school) are inestimable treasures; as much so as 
good friends. We ought to be the friends of such, and 
consult their real comforts, and even feelings, much 
more than I suspect is often done : but the place to 
consult the feelings of the servants of many of our 
families of fashion is the carfa tail : such servants are 
the pest of the public. Show me the servants, I will 
pretty accurately guess at the habits of the family they 
serve (I should rather say are employed by). 

I remember an anecdote told me of a gentleman's 
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gentleman who went to be engaged : he was told that 
when port or sherry was left after dinner in the de- 
canters, it was allowed to be used by the superior 
servants. " Of course, Sir ! '' said he ; " and I sup-* 
pose if a friend comes in, you do not object to the 
butler drawing something better." — " Why, you im- 
pudent scoundrel I" said the gentleman; ^^my son 
here, who is a captain in the army, could not ask for 
more." — "I dare say not, Sir," said the fellow; " we 
pity many of those gentlemen, and often wonder how 
they get on at all ! " I think most persons will agree 
with me, that if the gentleman had taken such a fel- 
low into his service (and there are those who would 
have done so), he would have been rightly served if 
he had his house robbed. That a vast number are 
robbed by the connivance of such servants is well 
known. Idleness and high wages lead such minds to 
vice; that leads to extra expense; and that to the 
result I have mentioned. The master in such cases 
is more to blame than the man. From whom do such 
women as regularly frequent the lobbies get a great 
portion of their support ? Not merely from shopmen 
and apprentices, but from gentlemen's upper servants ; 
and if men of fashion were to stoop so low in their 
amours, they would much oftener than they suppose 
follow their gentlemen. 

How different are the servants of a well-regulated 
nobleman or gentleman's establishment, of which there 
are many ! These get high wages of course, and well 
many deserve them. There is an air of respectability 
in their conduct and manner which shows they know 
their duty, and that they do it : they command your 
respect by the respect they show where respect is due ; 
and whether in the house, the stables, the kennel, or 
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the garden, whatever is done is well done. Where 
the conduct of the family corresponds with their rank 
in life, that of the servants will in theirs be upon the 
same principle : where the master or family are scamp- 
ish, the servants will be the same ; and we may fairly 
describe those of such a man by saying, half the men 
are rogues, and half the women something else. If 
such heads of families knew the inferences drawn from 
the conduct of their servants, they would be convinced 
of the very bad taste they exhibit in tolerating the 
existing insolence of demeanour of their people. Idle* 
ness in a servant may be pardoned, because allowed 
habit may have brought it on; drunkenness may 
be overlooked, if we have allowed bad example to 
bring it on : even dishonesty, if it has arisen from 
improper temptation having been left in the way ; but 
impertinence in a servant to any one admits of no ex- 
cuse. I am quite sure even the apparent trifling cir- 
cumstance of permitting a certain style of dress con- 
tributes towards it» I allow that a servant's hand 
covered while waiting at table may be more congenial 
to aristocratic eyes than one bare ; but surely white 
kid gloves at 3«. 6rf., which can only be worn a very 
few times, might (with a servant) be replaced by cot- 
ton ones : and surely stockings of the same material 
would answer the purpose of silk ! Plaster your ser- 
vant all over with worsted, silver, or gold lace, if such 
is the taste of the master, and his wish to show gor- 
geous and expensive liveries; but what is worn by 
the guest I cannot but consider improper for the ser- 
vant. Give him stockings of silk, if you please, at a 
guinea a pair, but let them be something like those of 
the livery of the late Duke of St. Alban's (if I re- 
member right), black with yellow clocks. This is the 
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badge of servitude, and some badge of that sort ser- 
vants should wear. But then what would become of 
gentlemen's gentlemen? why, they would be in the 
same place where gentlemen-jocks, in racing phrase, 
should be — nowhere; and a very good place too for 
them^ though a very bad one for a promising Derby 
colt. But gentlemen's gentlemen are generally cattle 
of no promise : I wish I had the hondicappmg them* 
Though I might seriously diminish the weight of thdr 
self*es1imation, I promise them they should not carry 
a feather over the course they have hitherto run, 
I would bring them out jit to go^ but without quite 
as much ^^ waste and spare " on them. I would attend 
to their health, I warrant me. I would also attend 
to all their proper comforts and happiness ; but they 
should not become calfiah and tricky. 

Let us have gentlemen: let us have yeomen, ple- 
beians, or the middle classes (by whichever or what- 
ever name you choose to describe them) : let us have 
jockeys, and servants; but let the line of demarcation 
between the grades not be done (in stationer's phrase) 
in faint lines, but in a good honest, broad, black one. 
The higher grades would not then (as they now are 
to a certain extent) be compelled to treat the lower 
with unbecoming hauteur from a fear of a too near 
approximation; nor the lower grades be perpetually 
struggling to attain that unattainable (and to them 
unnecessary) title, '^gentleman.^^ By each adhering 
to his proper station, each would receive the proper 
respect due to that station. 

Let us therefore still have races to be ridden 
by gentlemen, races to be ridden by farmers, yeo- 
manry, and of course, as usual, races to be ridden 
by jockeys ; but in lieu of races for gentlemen-jocisj 
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let us substitute races for such and such horses, 
at such and such weights, jockeys or hired servants 
excluded. This would be aU that I conceive could be 
meant or wanted; and, doing away with the term 
genUeman-jock (which must ever be an equivocal one), 
would admit any man not hired or professional, and, 
what is much more desirable, would not admit disputes 
about qualification, as the qualification in this case 
would be clear and defined. 

Let us then hope to see gentlemen's gentlemen 
turned into servants : gentlemen-jocks may be turned 
to grass ; but as they are a kind of mongrel breed, 
let them first undergo a little operation to prevent 
their producing fresh stock. I think then, coachmen 
having left off aping the gentlemen, we may say 

" ALL mOHT." 
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AN ANECDOTE. 

Whoever has travelled the route from Calais to 
Dunkerque, must allow, if his commendations are as 
veracious as those bestowed by Sterne on the Pont 
Neuf, that it is the most delightful, cheerful, ro- 
mantic, sylvan scene, that traveller in search of the 
picturesque could wish, or poetic imagination conceive. 
It is delightful, inasmuch as you are exposed to the 
full glare of a meridian sun in summer, and enjoy the 
full benefit of a north-east wind in winter. It is 
romantic, being a dead flat all the way; sylvan, from 
not the vestige of a tree meeting the eye for twenty- 
five miles out of the thirty ; and cheerful, from the 
anticipation of meeting, if you go at the proper hour, 
a donkey with his driver, a charrette, and the diligence. 
But unless we start at particular hours, the or a donkey 
and a charrette will be about the maximum of fellow- 
wayfarers to be expected. It fell, however, to my lot 
on two occasions to have the weary monotony of this 
route broken into by incidents that would have 
proved expensive ones, had I not contrived to reim- 
burse myself by means that, though they come before 
us in rather a questionable shape, were, I hold, justi- 
fiable, on the " lex talionis " principle. 

Driving along this road of blessed memory, a 
French carrier considerately conceded to my use a 
portion of the road just one foot less than the width 
of my axletree. The consequence of the collision was 
the compressing my gig into the smallest possible 
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compass, just as we do a camp stool, the difference 
being that the stool can be opened again at pleasure, 
whereas I paid Tilbury twenty pounds to bring the 
gig again into proper form and dimension. 

On applying to the very improperly called proper 
authorities, also of blessed memory^ for redress, I was 
told, that mine being the lighter vehicle I should have 
got out of the way, and that I might think myself 
most leniently dedt with if Monsieur le Charrettier 
did not punish me for having assaulted him. I did 
not deny I had given the fellow a punch or two on 
the head, and a straight one in his stomach ; on re* 
ceiving which last visitation he bellowed as if I was 
going to murder him, and incontinently took to his 
heels, oi: rather his cart, and then set his dog at me. 
As he rose at me I gave him also a straight one in his 
throat, when like his master, he bolted. All this was 
fact. An Englishman in the Frenchman's place would 
have been ashamed to have allowed it was so, and I 
think an English magistrate would have been a little 

ashamed had he made the decision of Monsieur le • 

. Now I must most candidly confess, that though in a 
general way I like France and French people, and 
more particularly French cuisine, I did on this oc- 
casion, even in court, most energetically d French 

law, and most particularly and especially this parti- 
cular and especial French • I suppose all this 

was considered as either pleading my own cause, or 
held as complimenting the Court on its lenity, for I was 
requested to repeat it in French. This I was prepa- 
ring to do, with embellishments ; but my avocat very 
wisely advised me to hold my tongue, and said I was 
only stating I did not understand French law: 
this was quite satisfactory ; so, I suppose, in lieu of 
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damages, I got this piece of advice from the bench 
— ^^ Bfaut qvHl Vapprenne donc.^^ I thought this hint 
was quite superfluous, my first lesson having com- 
pletely enlightened me on the subject. 

My next appearance before the most worthy — ^— 
showed how little I had profited by his advice, or I 
should not have troubled him again ; but I did, and 
my present case was this : — Riding one evening after 
dark along the same delectable road, on a favourite 
English horse, down he dropped as if he had been shot, 
sending me over his ears en avant-courrier. This mis- 
hap had arisen from my (Englishman-like) taking 
the side of the pav^ in preference to the middle of the 
route. A drain had been left open of about two feet 
deep, into which my horse had gone. He was up in 
a moment : I remounted, and what I said about French 
high-roads was bad enough theUj but when I exa- 
mined my horse's knees by the first light I came to, 
and foxmd two concavities made in them something 
the size of a teacup, I fear what I said was ten times 
worse. I really now thought, that from this trap 
having been left open, and holding myself a loser 
of about thirty pounds each knee, some redress would 
be afforded me. I found, however, that redress, 
something like promotion or reward for services, was 
likely to be some time in coming, for I was first told 
I had no business riding where I did ; and secondly, 
from whom was the redress to come ? Before this 
could be got at, it was necessary to find who made the 
drain, and it behoved me to find that out. " Did 
Monsieur know who it was ? " Of course Monsieur did 
not* I saw my chance was out, but to render assu- 
rance doubly sure, out came again the infernal " 11 
faut quHl Vapprenne donc'^ 
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The prayers of the wicked are sometimes heard : I 
prayed for a chanoe to return all favours to Monsieur 
le , and it came. 

I learned that his lady had taken a mania for 
riding en Amazon^ and that her lord and master would 
give any price for a perfectly broke English horse 
accustomed to carry a lady. 

Just before I left England a very beautiful horse 
that had been carrying a friend of my wife's had un- 
fortunately gone badly broken- winded, so much so as to 
be useless. I started my groom off for this said horse, 
and he brought him back in blooming condition, and 
looking worth as much as any lady's horse could be, 
and only six years old. I got the daughter of a friend 
of mine, a girl nine years of age, to ride him about the 
town, taking care he should be seen by the lady and 
her good lord. The beauty, and docility of the horse 
in carrying a mere child, could not be resisted, so a 
note arrived filled with apologies for asking if I would 
sell " le beau cheval," in which case I was begged to 
name a price, and to pass my word that he was as 
docile as he appeared. Monsieur would only ask 
leave for a friend to look at him in the stable, who 
would bring the " ardent comptantJ' I replied by 
saying I would seU the horse, that on my honour he 
was " doux comme un agneau," a hundred and fifty 
napoleons his price, and that Monsieur's friend was 
quite welcome to see him, assuring Monsieur ^^ de ma 
parfaite consideration," &c. &c. Yes, thinks I to 
myself, you are welcome to ma parfaite considSratian ; 
but I suspect you will not get much consideratUm for 
your hundred and fifty. I have the ^'U faut qu'U 
fapprenne^^ fresh in my memory — chacun a son tour ! 
I have not spent so much money about horses without 
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being able to make a broken-winded one fit to be 
examined by your friend. 

The ** ami" came ; the " valet d'Scurie" came ; the 
saddle and bridle (such a saddle ! a kind of ^' demi- 
pique " resuscitated), the bridle half red velvet and sil- 
ver buckles, came— no matter; the money came. Out 
of kindness to the horse, I desired the French groom 
not to give him any cold water that day. Those ini- 
tiated in such matters will know why : the groom did 
not. Ilfaut quHl rapprenne^ thinks I. The groom 
mounted, rode off " en dragon," stiff as a poker, 
Monsieur Tami walking by his side, and, as I saw, 
Frenchman-like, stopping ten times in the street to 
show le beau cheval to some friend. Tout a Vheure^ 
tout a Vheurej thought I. 

The next evening Vami waited on me, begging I 
would go with him to look at the horse. " Volontiers^ 
Monsieur j^^ and away we went. I found him of course 
blowing away like a blacksmith's bellows. What was 
de mattere ? vas de horse indispose ? " Hh^ non ; Mon- 
sieuvj^ said I, " il estpomsif; voila tout.^^ " Poussif^pous- 

sifr^ cried Monsieur le . " Sacri ! do I hear 

you right? you say de hors is what you call broke in 
de vind, — do I hear dat?" — " Yes," said I, " you 
do ;" and thinks I to myself, Madame will hear it too 
occasionally if she rides him. Monsieur assured me he 
had no idea of the horse being so when he bought it. 
I freely expressed my conviction that this was cor- 
rect. Vat vas he to do? " Ce riest pas mon affaire 
cela^^ said I. 

Doubtless my reader has seen two Frenchmen in a 
passion ; but to see two most passionate ones in a re- 
gular white-heat rage is really a treat. Now, says I, 
for the coup-de-the&tre. I reminded Monsieur of 
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the broken gig and broken knee decisions; he recog- 
nized me in a moment. " Now, Monsieur," says I, 
" what have you got to say? You wanted un beau che- 
val, — ^you have him; you wanted a docile one, — ^you 
have that also ; I said nothing about his being sound : 
you have no fault to find with me." — "Jfais mtUe ton- 
nerres ! I no vant de hors broke in de vind, dat go 
puff puff all de day long." — " Cest possible" says I, 
" mats cela m^estparfaitement indifferent You trusted 
to your friend's judgments" — " Bote my friend have 
no jugement for de horse." — ^'Ilfaut^ Monsieur" said 
I, making my bow, " quHl Vapprenne done" 



THE END. 
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Sonthays Life of W«oic7 - - 21 



Stephen's Ecclesiastical Biography 21 

Tarlor'a Loyola - - - - 21 

** Woalay - - - - 21 

Tbeologia Gemaaiea ... 8 

Thumb Bible (The) - > 21 

Ursula 20 

Taung'sCKlristofHbtary - . 34 

" Mystery - - - - 34 



Pootry aad tli« Drama. 

Alkin'8(Dr.)BriUsliPQate - - 
Arnold's Mrrope . - 

** Poems .... 
BaiUie's (Joanna) Poetical Works 
Goldsmith's Poema, UlusUaied - 
L. E. L.'a Poetical Works 
Linwood'a Anthologia Oaonienala - 
Lyra Gsrmanlca - - - - 
Macaulay's Lays of Ancient Roma 
Mac Donald's Within and Without 
" Poems - - . 

Montgomery's Poctital.Wggkg* - 
Moore's Poetical Works 

•' SalecUons (illustratwl) . 
" LalURookh - - 
" Irish Melodies - - 
" National Melodise . 
** Sacred SoagaftciMjriMJc} 



Sonaa and Ballads 
, arc, by Bowdler 
ithey'a Piogtigal Works 



Shakspearc, by Bowdler 



illnstrat^^ 



Th« flMenooo In* ffonoral 
and Wathematicji. 



Arago'a Meteorological Essays 
**^ Popular Astronomy- 
Bgurne*B Gataotalnn oL Bteaaa. 

Eng:ns - • -. - 
Boyd's Naral Cadet's Manual - 
Brande's DwIiaoaryalScisBcatlte. 
« Locturea.onOrmnia Chemistry 
Cooiogton's Chaaakal Analysii - 
Cresy's Civil Engioaering 
Da-URiva^fiteatriclty - - 

OroTc'a Goirala. of Phvsiaal ! 
Herschel'sX>uUinoa of Astronomy 



Husahnldi'a AapaetSiOfWatnfa. 

•* C^Smoa - - 

HnntokUfhi - - - 
Lardnar'a Cabinet Cyolapadia 
Mareai'kfMrs.} Convorsationo. 
Morell's ElemcnteoC P ayoho l ogy. 
Moseley*sEngiMnriMDfkA««lHtaa* 
OgUrta'a Itester* BMiMer«a.Plan 



PweiM,o»FlDbviaaA.'I^ht 



r 1 



Peechel's Elemcnto of Phraico 
PhiUips'sMtncraloKj - - 
'* Guide to UeoloKT - 
PowalltUnl^ofWovUa^ - 
Smae's ElectTO-MetaUw^ - 
Steam -Engine (The) - . 
Wabb's Celeatial ObjeeU for Ccen • 
mon Telescopes . . . 



Riina Sports. 

Baker's Rifle and Hmud ia Ceylon 

Blaine'a Dictionary of Sporto - < 

CecU's Steble Praetiee - . . r 

" Stnd Fann - . - - g 

DaTy'sFishiag Bxcnnions»28eieo T 

Ephemera on Angling - - . t 

- 'sBookoTlheSnlnoa . 

Frcoman and SalTin's Faleonry - ? 

Hawker's Toung Sportoaaa. - - 5 

The HuntingFiald ... 9 

Idle *s Hinte on Shooting - - It 
Backet and the Stnd .... 

Ptactleal HorscmanaUp . . » 

Pycrori's Cricket Field - - - w 

Richardson's Honeman^ip - - IS 

Konalda* Pty-Fislier'a Ento^aibtgT IS 

Stoble Talk and Table Talk - - S 

Stonehcnge on the Dec - - - 21 

on the GfeTlMmjBd a: 

The Stnd, for PracticatI Pnzpoogs - » 



VotorlMwy 



Cecil's Stable Praetiee 

•< Stnd Farm 
Hunt's Horse and hte Maaio* 
Hnntinc-Faold(The) - 
Miles'sliong-Shosii 

*' oath«Horso*a 
Poakotand the Stmi 
Practical H< 



lOnTaPoni 



StahlaTUkand TaUc Tn|£. - 
Stonehcnge on tha Doc- « 
Stnd (Thel -^ - 

Tonatt'aWorlbonthnDag - 
Youatt'a WoiJi w tha Horse 



Voyafftts and Trarels. 

Baker'a Wandarin^aia Oylnm 
Barth'a African TraTsla 
Bwton'aBaatAtHoa - 



C 

f 
II 

» 



21 



DoMgncah'a Tasaa 

" Oasarto of North ^ 

Pirat Impfcasioas ofihe New WorM 

Forester's Sardinia and Commit - » 

HinchUfTs TraTcls in the Alp* - 9 

Howitt's ArtStndcnt in MuBidi - 1-) 

« (W,) Vtelorta - - - n 

Hue's Chinese &npi<« - - - 1- 
Hudson and Kennady'i 

Blanc - - - 
Hnmboldl^ Aepecte ^ 

HutcUaaon'eW^taen Afrlcn 

Kane'aWandenog»ofn»Ar«is« • i: 

Lady'a Tbnr-rannid Mamie llnaa - 1} 

M'Clnre'a North- Weei-PnasMn - IT 

MacDougall'sToTagaof tils jfiwilaf 11 

Mintnrn%NwwT8r&.tnDcllis . 15 
M«llhausen'sJe«ney tn ths O hnsm 

ofthePncifle .... 13 

Osbom'a Quedab - - . - i: 

Peaks. Passes, andOlaglcra - IT 

Sehener'a Geatral AmerKa > - Iv 
Senior'e Journal in J^rtmr amd' 

Greece - - - . _ i> 

SnowHiTttrradalF^Mtn - - s: 

Tcnneni'aCaylon - - - - i: 

Von Tempskf •• Mesieo - r\ 

Wanderings in Landv^'RaM - £t 

Weld's VacaUonain lw>>ndw - =4 

** P y re ne es - - - - S4 

« United States a«< 



Wortui of Fletiovk. 

Connolly's Romance of^kn Rnnka « 
Craikshank^s Pabtaffr ... 7 
HowiU's TalUngettn. - - - 10 
Mildred Norman - - - . :5 
Moore a E p tensea n .16 

Sawell'a Uitnla . . . . »i 
Sir Roger DoCOvgvlaf - - . 90 
Sketches (Tha), ThMalUoa - 98 
Bonthoy'a-TtioilooiarAa. . .21 
Ti«Uope^BarcbefltB*T»w«n . SS 



irLFHABEIICAL GATAJ.OGVE 

of 

NEVr WORKS and NEW EDITIONS 

PKIILISHED BY 

MBS6E8; LONGMAiN, aHEBN, LONOMAN, AOT) BOBHBlJa^. 

PATERNOSTER ROWt LONOONl 



Miaa Aoton'aModem Cookery finrPrivste 

FamiliM^ redueed to a Syiiam of-Eisy Pnio- 
tice in a Series of carefullj-teeted Beceipts, 
in whieh tfai»PrinoipWo£'Baron Liebigand 
other emiiient Writw* haTobeera am much as 
poflaiUa applied and' explained. Tsffmiy^re- 
TkedaMdenlaigedBdltioiik; wiitht 8 Platee, 
ooxttpming 27- Bigaree^ and 180 Woodeats. 
Pcpi 8to. 7a« ed. 

A«toi^«.Sn«lii]kBread*Bodtfor Donnttie'Uto, 
adapted to Eamilieatof erergr. grades £op. 
8to. price 49. 6d. cloth. 

The* AfiBMiooniof Idfe By tbe* Antlior 
of' Mfnimg CUud$t Seoond and< cheaper 
Bditio% reyiaad throvgtaouti Fop« SrO/ Ss. 

Agasriz.— Ant isamv^ ont Giteuficaition. 
By Louis Aoassusj 8yo« 1&»« 

Aikin..— Select Works of the British 

Poets, from B&n Jonaon to Beattie. With 
Biographical and Critical Prefilces by Dr. 
Anoir. New Edition, with Supplement by 
IxvjaY AiKiN ; consisting of ludditional Selec- 
tions from more reoent Poets. 870. 18s. 

AragoCF.)— Biogn^lihies of Distingpished 

Sei«ntifio Men. Translated bj Admiral 
W. H. SmrTH, D;a.L., P3.Ste, &cu j theBer. 
B ADEK Powell, M. A.; andRoBSBT G^sant, 
M.A., E.IUAiS. 8v«.18a«. 



Angara lI>t«twiogiaali Bwaya^ 

IlitrodiiotioQ by-Baron^HuioiouDr. Trans- 
lated undto th» Buperiiitaiuienoo of Miyor- 
GtoDenil B. SkBiHB, BA., Treaaurar and 
lK.P.B(8i 8vK>il8». 

Arago*! Popular Astronomy. Tranalirted and 
edited, by Admiral W. H. SKnB,.D.O.L., 
FvBvS. ; and &OBBBa^aBANT,M.A«,F.BA»S, 
W4th25.PlaAeaaDd.358:WoodGUJkk. 2!tqUi 
8ya».priMiS2L5». 



AmolGL— Boems. By Matttiew Arnold. 

First Sb&ibs, Third Edition. Fcp. dvo. 
prioe 6«..6d*. Secoitii Sbubs, price Ss. 

Arnold— Hdrope, a T^edy. By Mattirow 
Arnold. With a Preface and an Historical 
Introduction. Fcp. 8yo. 5s. 

Lord Bftcon's WorkSi A Mw Bdition, 

revised and elucidated; and enlarged by the 
addition of many pieces not printed before. 
Collected and edited by Bobebt Leslu 
EUiU» M.A*, EeUow of. OYiuity* CoUege» 
Cambridge;. Jambs SPiaaDiiro, M,A. of 
Trinity, College Cambridge ; and Douolas 
Dbnon HxAiTE, BmIm Barrister-at^Law, and 
late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge^- 
YoLS. I. to v., comprising the Dirision of 
Fhilotophieal Worki ; with a copious Index. 
6TQb«.aro.piice£4kGi. Yoi..yL price 18a. 
\* Vol. VIL, completing the-Biviaion of 
ZU^rtayattd Frtsf^ssiomU Wkfrki, is just ready. 

Joaimar BftiUie^' Dramatic and Poetical 

Wortoi Comprising the Plays of the Pas- 
sions, Miscellaneous Dramas, Mfetrioal Le- 
gends, Fugitive Pieeea, and Ahaly* Baee; 
with the Li£e of Joanna Baillie, Portrait, 
and Vignette. Smiare crown 8vo. 21s. 
doth ; or 42s. bound in morocco by Hfetyday. 

Baher. — The Rifle* smd liie PDoimd in 
Oeylon. By Ss W. Bakbb, Esq. New 
Bditton, with IB IlltLstrations engrayed on 
Wood. Bftp. 8to. 4e. 6d. 

Baker. — Eight Taara' Wandering! in Ceylon. 
By S, W. Baker, Esq. With 6 coloured 
Plates. 8yo. price IGe. 

Baite.'— Memoir of Gapt Wl Thornton 

Biite, B'.N. By tlie Ber. JbHN Baillie, 
Author of " Memoirs of Hbwiteon," « Me- 
moir of Adelaide Newton," Ac. Neio 
SiUi9»i yatioL ^atiwi, wad ^iIMnitoykiona. 
l^cp, 8yo,.£«i. 
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KEVr WORKS An> KBW BDITIOKS 



Barth. — Travels and Discoveries in 

North and Central Africa : Beinff the Jour- 
nal of an Expedition nndertMen under 
the auBpioea of Her Britannic Majeatj's Gk>- 
remment in the Years 1849—1855. By 
Hbnrt B abth, Ph.I)., I).O.L., Fellow of the 
Boyal Geographical and Asiatic Societies, 
&c With numerous Maps, Wood Engray- 
ings, and Illustrations in tinted Lithography. 
5 Tola. 8to. £5. 6s. cloth. 

Bayldon's Art of Valuing Bents and 

Tillages, and Claimi of Tenants upon 
Quitting Earms, at both Michaelmas and 
Lady-Day ; as revised by Mr. Dokaldsok. 
Sevemih JSditum, enUmd and adi^ted to the 
PrMent Time: With the Principles and 
Mode of Valuing Land and other Prop^y 
for Parochial Assessment and Enfranchise- 
ment of Copyholds, under the recent Acts of 
Parliament. By Bobxbt Baxxb, Land- 
Agent and Valuer. 8to. 10s. 6d. 

Bayldon's (R.) Treatise on Road Legis- 
lation and Management ; with B>emarks on 
Tolls, and on Repairing Tumpike-Boads and 
Highways. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Black's Practical Treatise on Brewing, 

based on Chemical and Economical Princi- 
ples : With Formultt for Public Brewers, and 
Instructions for Private Families. New 
Edition, with Additions. 8to. lOs. 6d. 



Blaine's EncydopsBdia of Roral Sports; 

or, a coxnplete Account, Historical, Prac- 
tical, and I)escriptiye, of Hunting, Shooting, 
Fishing, Racing, Ac. Neto Edition^ revis^ 
and corrected; with aboTe 000 Woodcut 
Illustrations, including 20 now added from 
Designs by John Lbboh. In One Volume, 
8to. price 42b. half-bound. 

Bloomfield. — The Greek Testament, 

with copious English Notes, Critical, Phi- 
lological, and Explanatory. Especially 
adapted to the use ot Theological Students 
and Ministers. By the Ber. S. T. Bloox- 
FiBLD, D.D., F.S.A. Ninth Edition, rerised. 
2 vols. 8to. with Map, price £2. Ss. 

Dr. Bloomileld'i College and School Edition of 

the Greek Testament : With brief English 
Notes, chiefly Philological and Explanatory. 
Seventh Edition; with Map and Index. 
Fcp. 8to. 78. 6d. 

Br. Bloomfield'B College and Sehool Loxioon 
to the Greek Testament. New Edition, 
carefully revised. Fcp. 8to. price lOs. 6d, 



Boome. — A Treatise on the Steam- 

Engine, in its Application to Minaa, Mills, 
Steam-Narigation^ and Railways. By the 
Artisan dub. Edited by JoHirBoTnors, C^. 
New Edition; with 83 Steel Plates and Z4B 
Wood Engraringa. 4to. price 278. 



Bonma'i Oataehiim of the Staam - 

in its various Applications to Mines, MUls, 
Steam-Navigation, Bailways, and Agricul- 
ture : With Practical Instructioos lor the 
Manufiicture and Management of Engines 
of every |class. Fourth Edition, ezilafged ; 
with 89 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. 68. 

Boyd.-- A Manual for Naval Cadets. 

Published with the sanction smd approval 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty. By JoHV M'Njull Botd, Captaia, 
B.N. With Compass-Signals in Cbloun, 
and 286 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

Brande.— A Dictionary of Science, lite- 
rature, and Art : Comprising the History, 
Description, and Soientifio Principles d 
every Branch of Human Enowled«e ; witli 
the Derivation and Definition of sJl the 
Terms in general use. Edited bj W. T. 
BBAimx, F.E.S.L. and E. ; assisted by Ds. 
J. CAirmr. Third Edition, revised and eor> 
reoted ; with numerous Woodcuts. 8to. 60lk 

Professor Brando's Lectures on Organic 

Chemistry, as ap^ied to Mannftctores; 
including Dyeing, Bleaching, Oalioo-PrinC> 
ing, Sugar-Manufacture, the Preaervatiaa 
of Wood, Tanning, Ac. ; delivered bdftne the 
Members of the Koyal InBtitation. Edited 
by J. SooTiBBir, M.B. Fcp. 8to. with 
Woodcuts, price 7s. 6d. 

Brewer. -^ An Atlas of History and Geo- 
graphy, firom the Commencement of the 
Christian Era to the Present Time : Com- 
prising a Series of Sixteen coloured Maps, 
arran^ in Chronological Order, with Blss- 
trative Memoirs. By the Bev. J. S. Bsxwzb, 
M.A., Professor of English History and 
Literature in Kings's CoUeee, London. 
Second Edition, revised and corrected. 
Boyai 8vo. I2b. 6d. half-bound. 

Brialmont— The Life of the Duke of 

Wellington. From the French of Axxhb 
Bkialmiovt, Captain on the Staff of the 
Belffian Army : With Emendations and 
Ad£tions. By the Bev. G. R. auEia, M.A., 
Chaplain-Gknend to the Forces and Pre- 
bendary of St. Paul's. With Mms, Plans 
of Battles, and Portraits. Yols. I. and 11. 
8ro. 80s. 

The Thied and FotnBTH Yolujoes (com- 
pletion) are now in the press, and will take 
up the histoiy of the Duke from the Battle of 
Waterloo, representing him as an Ambassador, 
as a Minister, and as a Citizen. 
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Brodie. — Psychological Inqoiries, in a 

Series of Essajs intended to iUostratethe 
Influence of the Physical Organisation on 
the Mental Faculties. By Sir BjBirjAXiir 0. 
BBODiB,Bart. Third Bdition. Fop.Sro.Ss. 

Pr. Thomas Bull on the Maternal Ma- 
nagement of Ohildren in Health and Disease. 
New Edition. Fcp. 8yo. 6b. 

Dr. Boll's Hints to Mothers on the Xaaaga- 
ment of their Health during the Period of 
Pregnancy and in the Lying-in Boom : With 
an Exposure of Popular I^rs in connexion 
with those suhjects, Ac.; and Hints upon 
Nursing. New Edition. Fop. 8to. 6s. 

Dr. Boll's Work on Blindness, entitled 

the Sense of Vision Denied and Lost. Edited 
by the Ber. B. G. Johns, Ohaplain of the 
Blind School, St. Geoige's Fields. With a 
brief Introductoiy Memoir of the Author 
by Mrs. Bull. Fop. 8to. 4s. 6d. 

Bnnsen. — Christianity and Mankind, 

their Beginnings and Prospects. By 
Baron 0. C. J. Bukbxk, D.D., D.C.L., D.Ph. 
Being a New Edition, corrected, remodelled, 
and extended, of Eijfpolyhu and Ms Age^ 
7 vols. 8to. £6. 6s. 

%* This Edition la oompoaed of three distfaivt woiks. 
wfaloh maj ba had Mparately, MlbUowa^- 

1. Hippolytas and hla Am{ or, the Buginninta and 
Proepecta of Chriatianlqr. S Tola. 8vo. price £1. 10s. 

2. Oatlino of the Phlloaophy of Universal Hiatoty ap- 
plied to Language and Religion : Contairiing an Ac- 
eonnt of the Alphabetical Conftreaoea. 2 vols. 8to. 
price £1. ISs. 

S. Analecta Ante-NIcauia. S toIb. 8to. price £2. 2s. 

Bnnsen. — Lyra Qermanica. Translated 

from the Gkrman by Cathibiks Wnrx- 
WOSTH. fifth Bdition of the EissT Sbbixs, 
Hymns for the Sundays and chief Festirals 
of the Christian Year. "Nev) Edition of the 
SscovD SsBiBS, the Christian Life. Fcp. 
8vo. price 6s. each Series. 

HYMNS from Lyra Oermaniea 18mo. Is. 

S* These selections of Oermnn Uymns hATe been made 
Arom collections published in tiermanT bj Baron Braaurs 
aooMi form companion v<damea to 

Theologiii Oermiaioa: Whish setteth forth 
many fair lineaments of Dirine Truth, and 
saith rery lofhr and lovely things touching 
a Perfect Lite. Translated by SuBAimA 
WnrxwoBTH. With a Fre£M>e by the Bey. 
CsABLBsKiiroflLBr; and a Letter by Baron 
BuKBXir. Third Bdition. Fop.8yo.6s. 

Bnnsen. — Egypt's Place in Universal 

History: An Historical Lirestigation, in 
Five Books. By Baron 0. C. J. Buvbbv, 
D.D., D.C.L., D.Ph. Transhited from the 
German by C. H. Oottbmll, Esq., M.A. 
With many Illustrations. Vol. I. 8to. 28s. i 
Tox^ II. price 80s. ; and Vol. m. price 26s. 



Banting.— The Life of Jabez Bnnting, 

D.D. : With Notices of contemporary Per- 
sons and Events. By his Son, Thomas 
Pbboital BiTNTnro. In Two Volumes. 
YoL. I. with Two Portraits and a Vignette, 
in post 870. price 7s. 6d. cloth; or (large 
paper and Proof Engravings) in square crown 
Sfo. 10b. 6d. 

Banyan's Pilgrim's Progress: With a 

Preface by the Key. Chablbs Kinqblbt, 
Bector of Eyersley ; and about 120 Illus- 
trations engrayed on Steel and on Wood 
from Original Designs by Charles Bennett. 
Fcp. 4to. price 21s. cloth, gilt edges. 

Bishop Butler's General Atlas of Modem 

and Ancient Geography ; oomprisinff Fifty- 
two fuU-ooloured Maps ; with complete In- 
dices. New Bdition, nearly aU re-enpayed, 
enlarged, and greatly improyed. Edited by 
the Author's Son. Boyal4to. 240. half-bound. 

/The Modem Atlas of 28 fuU- 

l coloured Maps. Boyal 8yo. 
a X 1 3 mee 12s. 

B«P«w»y<rrh^ Ancient Atlas of 24 fnU- 

f ooloured Maps. Boyal 8yo. 

\ price 128. 

Bishop Butler's Sketch of Modem and 

Ancient Geography. New Edition, titio- 
roughly reyised, with such Alterations intro- 
duced as continually pro^ressiye Discoyeries 
and the latest Information haye rendered 
neoessazy. Post 8yo. price 7s. 6d. 

Barton.— First Footsteps in East AMca ; 

or, an Exploration of Harar. By Bichabo 
F. BuBTOK, Captain, Bombay Anny. With 
Maps and coloured Plates. 8yo. 18s. 

Barton. — Personal Narrative of a Pil- 
grimage to El Medinah and Meooah. By 
StiOHABD F. BuBTOir, Captain. Bombay 
Army. Second Edition^ reyised ; with coloured 
Plates and Woodcuts. 2 vols, crown 8yo. 
price 24fl. 

The Cabinet Lawyer: A Popular Digest 

of the Laws of England, Ciyil and Criminal ; 
with a Dictionary of Law Terms, Maxims, 
Statutes, and Judicial Antiquities ; Correct 
Tables of Assessed 01?axes, Stamp Duties, 
Excise licenses, and Post-Horse Duties; 
Post-Office BMfulations s and Prison Disci- 
pline. 18th Edition, comprising the Public 
Acts of thoSession 1868. Fcp. 8yo. 10s. €d. 

Iha OaUnet OaiettMr: A Popular Gsjognt- 
phical Dictionary of AU the Countries of 
the World. By the Author of 2%« CaHnet 
Lawger. ¥op, Bro, lOs. 6d. cloth. 
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Xjoird.— Fndrie Fannmg dn America: 

'With Notes by ihe-wmy on Oanada «nd the 
United States. OBj JAUaB Oaisd, M.P., 
Author of "Enghsh Agrioultare," '<High 
£'«nniiig/' &c. .16mo. Sa. 6d. 

Gakert. — 09^ Wife's Jffuiaal.; or, 

Prayers, Thoughts, and Pongs on Sereral 
Occasions of a Matron's Life. By the Ker. 
'W. CALYaBT, K. A. Onanrantod^firom Pe- 
^fligos by the Aathor m the style of Queen 
£litmbeth*s Pra^er-Baok. .Second Edition. 
Crown Sto. 10s. 6d. 

Callow.— 'Popnter Gostthology; or, the 

Shell Cabinet arranged according to the 
.Moiieni :Bjt^m, : With a detailed Acoonint 
<>f the Animals, and.A'eomplete Deseriptiye 
List of the Families «ndxQ«Bei»of Becent 
rtad JFossal Shells. By A^mzs G^xlow. 
"Seeond Edition, mueh improTed ; with 406 
Woodaut Jlluttra^ioai. •Pest Sto.. price 14fl. 

Catz ana Tarlie*B "Book df Emblems.— 

Moral Emblems, from Jacob Catz and 
JloBBRT Farlie.; with AphorisvM, Adagts, 
.cu&d ProTerbs of all Nations. iThe Illuetra- 
tions freely rendered from designs found in 
the works of Catz and Farlie, by Jomr 
LsiOHToir, F.S.A, and engraved under his 
*8 n pe rin <eB d«n ce. Imperial %ro, -with 60 
Uarge Illostrations on Wood, and zramerouB 
*VignettcB and Tail Pieces. 

Teen. —The *tutt Tann ; or, 'Hints on 

Breeding Horses for the Turf, the Chase, and 
the Boad. Addressed to Breeders of Baoe- 
iHorses »and Hcmtars, Landed Piopiioton, 
tand especially to Tenant rFaimeia. By 
\Crcsl. AFep. Sto. with AoniiqpiMe, Ss. 

Cecil's Stable Fraotiee; or, Hints on Training 
ifor the Turf, the Chase, and the Boad; 
with Obseryations on Badng and 'Hunt- 
ing, ^Wasting, ^Baee-Biding, and 'Handi- 
capping : Addressed to Owners of Baeers, 
^Hunters, and other Holrses, and to all who 
are concerned in facing, 'Steeple-CSiasing, 
and Fox- Hunting. Second Edition. Fop. 
Svo. with Plate, price Ss. half-bound. 

iGtaapmem.— fiistoiiy .of .Gnatoviie. Adol- 

iphcn arrd of theShnrty Yeays' War up to the 
-King's Death : With >8ome sAcoouat df its 
tConalnsion by* the Beaee of Westphalia, in 
1648. By B. CBABifAar, .M.A., Vioar of 
' Lethethead. 8yo. <witih Plans,. 12s. dd. 

onicgfton. — Handbook of Chemical 

Analysis, adapted to the Unitary System of 
Notation. By F. T. CosriNeTfar, M.A., 
•F-C*. Post 8yo. 7s. 6d. Also Tabhs of 
^ Qua If fa the Jnatytis, designed as a -Com- 
panion to the HflJidbook, price 2s. 6d. 



•GoonoUy.— The lUmaBiie^of the ^ 

or, Anesdotes, iSpiaodeB, and -Soaial Inci- 
deoie of Milita^ Lile. By T. ^W. J. 
CoirHOLLT, - Quartermaster of life fiojal 
Engiacers. .2*TolB.^yo. 2 Is. 

Cknmally*8'Biitoiy of the "Boyal 'Sappers and 
Miners : Including the Services of the Corps 
in the Crimea and at the Siege of Sebastopd. 
Seemd £dUwn^ xeviaed and ^ilaigad; with 
17 coloured plates. .2 yols.^yo. price 303. 

'Oonyheai^ and fioirBon;--TbefIJfe and 

Epistles of -Saint Paul : Comprising' « com- 
plete Biography of the Apostle, and a 
Translation of his Epistles inserted in 
^C%TOnol<^ciil Order. By the "Her. W. J. 
'CoKTBAARS, ^.A.; 'and the ^Rey. ^, S. 
HoTfBOtr, OKL A. 7Mr^ ^^#t<m, rerised and 
corrected ; with ^iereral Maps and W<»d- 
mitf, «and A 'Pfotes. 2 toIs. square crows. 
8yo. 8]!s.'6d. eioth. 

'•;;♦ The 'Original "fifiition, with incw 
numertniB 'IllQstrations, in 2 riAs. 4to. .price 
'^Be.^niay tilso ^be had. 

Dr. Copland's DictiMiaisr of Ftactical 

.|l«dioina: ^Comprising ^fianaaaUSNitkologT, 
the NatoiiD -and TieataaeAt of ^^Kcmesi 
^€nrt)id Stvudtotei, and 'Hie -^iaoHien es- 
pecially incidental to dimates, to Bex, and 
to tho.dilfemt''S»paehs.dfXife ; wilh nuose- 
rooB approred ^Finnn]» of the Ifadicines 
recommended. Now complete in '^ yob. 
8yo. price £5. 'lis. cloth. 

VlAop Cotton's InstriretioniB In the 

Dootrine and Practice of Christianity. In- 
tended- chiefly as an Introduction to Oonfir- 
mation. FovriA^ESTiion, 18mo. 2a. 6d. 

Cresj'B EnoyclopsBdia jof Gi^ Engi- 
neering, Historical, Theoretical, and Prac> 
tieal. lUnstaated -by ifpwards *«f 9^000 

Woodcuts. Second JSditiont reyisad and 
brought down to the Present Time in a 
"Sup^enien t, comprising Vt^tropolftaafWiater- 
Bupply, Drainage of Towns, Railway?, 
Cubical Proportion, Hrick and Iron Con- 
'struetion, Iron"Berew Piles, Tubular'Bridg^, 
&c. 6yo. 98s. cloth. 

Crosse. -~ Memorials, Scientific and Li- 

terai7, of Andrew Orotso, 'the Eteotridan. 
Edited by Mr8.(.QB0«nz. Post .8y«. as. 6d. 

Crowe.— The History of France. By 

Etbe Eyaws Gbowb. In Fiye Yolume?. 
YoL. I. 6yo.(prife I4s, 



PUBisHELBD vt LONaiiAN, GltEEN, aitd 00. 



i GnukBhank. — The Life of Sir John 

Falstaff, illuBtrat^d in a Series of Twenty- 
four original Btchings by Ckorge Oruik- 
> shank. Accompanied by an imaginary 

Biography of the Knight by Bobebt B. 
BsouaH. Boyal'STO. price Ids. 6d. oloth. 

Lady Gust's Invalid's Book.— The In- 

yalid's Own Book : A OoUection of Bedpes 
, from yarious Books ahd yarious ^Oountries. 

By the Honourable Lidt Gust. Secend 
EdUion, Fcp. 8yo. price 28. 6d. 

Dale.— TheBomestic LItargy and Family 

Ohapkin, in Two Parte : Pabt I. Ohurch 
Seryioes adapted for Domestic Use, with 
Prayers for JLyery Day of the Week, selected 
from the Book of Oommon Prayer; Pabt 
n. an rapropriate Sermon for Eyeiy Sunday 
in the Ye«r. By the Bey. Thomas Dalb, 
M.A., Canon Besidentiary of St. Paul's. 
Seoond Edition. Poet 4to. 2l8. oloth; 
aLi.'6d. oalf j or £2. 10s. moroooo. 

^•^•^"jr \TK«.B<n«wioLiiUBaar,40i..«a. 

Davy (Dr. J.)— The Angler and 'Ms 

Friend ; or, Piscatory Colloquies and Fish- 
ing Excursions. By John Datt, M.D., 
F.B.S., Ac. Fcp. 8yo. price Cs. 

The Angltr in the Xdce District : or, ^iseatory 
Colloquies and Fishing Excursions in West- 
moreland and Cumberland. By John 
Dayt, M.D., F.B.S. Fop. 8yo. 6s. 6d. 

Be Fonblfrnqne. ~- The Acbnintotration 

and'Oiganisation of the British Army, with 
especial reference to Finance and Supply. 

By EdWABD B ABBnrGTON Db FoBBLAlf qub. 

Assistant Commissary- Gkneral. 8yo. 12s. 

De la Rhre.— A Treatise on Electricity 

in Theory and Practice. By A. Db laBitb, 
Professor in the Academy of Gbneya. Trans- 
lated for the Author by 0. V. Walkeb, 
F.B.S. With numerous Woodcut Illustra- 
tions. 3 yols. 8yo. price £3. ISs. cloth. 

Bomeneoh.— Sevan Years' Residence in 

the Gkivst Deeerts of Korth Ameriea. By 
the Aw£ Dombvboh. With a Map, and 
about Sixty Woodcut Qlustratione. 2 yols. 
8yo. [Jtut "THbdy, 



The Abbe Doxnonaeh's XiMionary Adyenturet 
in Texas and Mexico : A Personal Narratiye 
of Six Years* Sojourn in those Begions. 
Translated under the Author's superin- 
tendence. 8yo. with Map, IDs. 6d. 



The EdipBe of Taith ; or, a Visit to a 

Bel igious Sceptic. dlAEdiiion. Fcp.8yo.5B. 

l>«lBnca of Ihd Eclipse of Faith, by its 
Author: Being a Bejoinder to Professor 
Kewman's Sep^ : InoludiDg « iiiU Ihouni- 
nation of that Writer's >(£itioism on the 
•Character of Christ ; and a Chapter on the 
Aspects and Pretensions of Modem Deism. 
Second Edition, reyised. Post 8yo. 6s. 6d. 

The Englishman'^ Greek Concordance of 

the "Nem Testament : Bemg an Attempt at a 
Verbal Connexion between the Gbeek and 
the English Texts ; including a Concordance 
to the Proper Names, with Indexes, Greek- 
English and English-Greek. New Edition, 
with a new Index. Boyal 8yo. price 428. 

The EnglishMBii^ Babmw and Chaldae Con- 
oordanae of the Old Testament : Being an 
Attempt at a Yerbal Connexion between 
the Original and the Engliih Translations j 
with Indexes, a List of the Proper Names 
and their Occurrences, &o. 2 yols. royal 
(8yo.:«8. 180. 6d. j krge yttper, i^. 14e. 6d. 

Ephemera's 'Handbook of Angling; 

teaching Fly-!Fishing, Trolling, Bottom- 
Fishing, Salmon-Fishing : With the Natural 
History of Biyer-Fi8h,4md the best Modas 
df Catching them. Third Edition, corrected 
ondimproyed} with Woodcuts. Fcp.8yo.6s. 

Ephemera's Book of the Salmon: Com- 
prisiDg the Theoi^, Principles, and Prac- 
tice 01 Tly-Fisliing 'for Sslmon : Lists of 
good Salmon Flies for eyery good Bayer in 
the Empire ; the Natural History of the 
Salmon, its Habits described, and the best 
way of artificially Breeding it. Fcp. 8yo. 
wibh.ooloufad Plates, ;pmoe Ha. 

Pairbaim.— ^eitil Information for En- 
gineers : Being a "Series of Lectures deliyered 
to the Working Engineers <rf Yorkshire and 
Lancashire. With Appendices, containing 
the Besults of Eiperimental Inquiries into 
the StWTigth of Materials, the Causes of 
Boiler Eiplosions, &c. By William 
Fatbbaibn, F.B.S., F.G.S. Second JBdiiion ; 
with numerous Platesvnd Woodcuts. Crown 
8yo. price 10s. 6d. 

First Impressions of the New World on 

Two Travellers from the Old in the Autumn 
of 1858 : with Map by Arrowsmith. Post 
8yo. 8s. 6d. 

Fischer.— Francis Bacon of Verulam: 

Bealistic Philosophy and Its Age. By Dr. 
K. FiBCHBB. Translated by Jofiv Oxbn- 
POBS. Post Syo. 9s.<6d. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



Forester.— Rambles in the Islands of 

Cor«ica and Sardinia: With Notices of 
their History, Antiquities, and present 
Condition. Bj Thomas Forxstbb, Au- 
thor of Norway im 1848-1849. With 
coloured Map ; and numerous Illustrations 
in Colours and Tints and on Wood, from 
Drawings made during the Tour bj Lieut.- 
Col. M. A. BiDDTTLPH, R.A. Imperial 
8to. price 28s, 

Frazer. — Letters of Sir A. S. Prazer, 

E.C.B., Commanding the Royal Horse Artil- 
lery under the Duke of Wellington : Written 
during the Peninsular and Waterloo Cam- 
paigns. Edited by Major-Ghsneral Sabine, 
R.A. With Portrait, 2 Maps, and Plan. 
8ro. 18s. 

Freeman and Salvin.-- Falconry: Its 

Claims, History, and Praotioe. By Gags 
Eable FBBBMAy, M.A. (" Peregrine*' of (he 
Field newspaper) ; and Oapt. F. H. Saltin. 
Post 8to. with Woodcut Illustrations from 
Drawings by Wolf. 

Oarratt.— Marvels and Mysteries of In- 
stinct ; or, Curiosities of Animal Life. By 
Gbobgx Gabbatt. Second Edi/ioM, rerised 
and iniproTed ; with a Frontispiece. Fcp. 
Sto. price 4e. 6d. 

Gilbart.— A Practical Treatise on Bank- 
ing. By Jambs Williaic Gilbabt, F.R.S. 
Sixth Edition, revised and enlarged. 2 toIs. 
12mo. Portrait, ISs. 

Oilbart's Logic of Banking : a Familiar Ex- 
position of the Principles of Reasoning, and 
their application to the Art and the Science 
of Bankmg. 12mo. with Portrait, 129. 6d. 

Gleig.— Essays, Biographical, Historical, 

and Miscellaneous, contributed chiefly to the 
Edinburgh and Quarterly Bemewt, By the 
Rey. G. R, Glbio, M.A., Chaplain-General 
to the Forces and Prebendary of St. Paul's. 
2 Tols. 8to. 21s. 



co: 

1. Dr. ChAlmen. 

2. Our Defoniive Arma- 

ment. 

3. Natural Tlieology. 

4. Military Brldgea. 

5. TheWaroftlMPunjaab. 



e. Tho PariUni. 

7. General Miller. 

8. India and its Army. 

9. The Msdehenitien. 
10. Military Edacation. 



The Poetical Works of Oliver Goldsmith. 

Edited by Bolton Comnnr, Esq. Illustrated 
by Wood Enmyings, firom Designs by 
Members of the Etching Club. Square 
orown 8ro. cloth, 21b. ; morocco, £1. 16b. 

Gosse. — A Naturalist's Sojotum in 

Jamaica. By P. H. Gob8b, Esq. With 
Plates. Post 8to. price 14«. 



Greathed.— Iietters written dming the 

Siege of Delhi. By H. H. Grsathsd, lat 
of the Bengal Civil Service. £dit«d by iw 
Widow. Post 8to. 88. 6d. 

Grreen.— Lives of the Princesses of Eng- 
land. By Mrs. Mast Akkb Ktbkkt? 
Gbebn, Editor of the Letters of Royal and 
Illtatriotu Ladies, With numerous Po> 
traits. Complete in 6 toIs. post Sro. priu^e 
lOs. 6d. each. — ^Any Volume may be hsd 
separately to complete sets. 

Greyson. — Selections from the Corre- 
spondence of B. E. H. Grbtboit, Esq. 
Edited by the Author of The Eclipse cf 
FaiiA. Second Edition, down 8to. 7s.6d. 

Grove. — The Correlation of Physical 

Forces. Bj W. B. CtBOTi, Q.C, MA-, 
F.B.S., Ac. Third Edition. 8to- iwrice 7s. 

Gamey.-~St. Lonis and Henri IV. : Being 

a Second Series of Historical Sketches. 
Bt the Bey. Johk H. Gvbhit, M. A., Rector 
of St. Mary's, Marylebone. Fcp. 8to. 6&. 

SvenlDg X«ereations; or, Suiplei from tht 

Lecture-Boom. Edited by the Ber. J. H. 
GvBKXT, M.A. Crown 8to. 6fl. 

Gwilt's' Encyclopedia of Architecture, 
Historical, Theoretical, and PracticaL By 
JosBFH GwiLT. With more than 1,000 
Wood Engravings, from DesignB by J. S. 
GwUiT. Fourth Edition. 8yo. 420. 

Hare (Archdeacon).^The Life of Luther, 

in Forty-eight Historical Engnriiiga. By 
GUBTAT K5vie. With ExplanAtions hj 
Archdeacon Habb and SUBAifHA Wts^- 
WOBTH. Fcp. 4to. price 28b. 

Harford.— Life of Michael Angelo Buon- 
arroti: With Translations of manj of his 
Poems and Letters ; also Memoirs of Saro- 
narola, Baphael, and Vittoria Colonna. Bt 
John S. Harfobd, Esq., D.C.L., F.B-S. 
Second Edition, thoroughly revised; witb 
20 copperplate Engravings. 2 Tola. 8vo. Sos. 

lUiutratlonB, Arohitoctnral and PSetorial, of 
the Genius of Michael Angelo Buonarroti. 
With Descriptions of the Platea, by tlie 
Commendatore Cavika ; C. B. Cookebbxl, 
Esq., B.A. ; and J. S. Habiobd, £aq., 
D.C.L., F.B.S. Folio, 738. 6d . half-boond. 

Harrison.-~The Light of the Forge ; or, 

Counsels drawn from the Sick-Bed of K. M. 
By the Bey. W. Habbibok, M.A., Domeatic 
Chaplain to H.B.H. the DochesB of Cam- 
bridge. Fcp. 8vo. price 6s. 



FFBUBHSP BT LONGMAN, GBEBN, AND CO. 



Harry Hieover— stable Talk and Table 

Talk ; or, Spectacles for Yonnff Sportsmen. 
By Habrt Hiboybb. New Edition, 2 vols. 
Syo. with Portrait, price 24s. 

Harry Hieoyer.—TheHimtiiig<Jield. By Harry 
Hiboybb. With Two Plates. Fop. 8yo. 
6s. half-bound. 

Harry ffieoYer. — Praetioal Honemanshiv. 
By Habby Hiboybb. Second EdUion\ with 
2 Plates. Fop. 870. Ss. half-bound. 

Hany Hieovtr.— The Pooket and the Stud; or, 
Practical Hints on the Management of the 
Stable. B^ Habby Hiboybb. Third 
Bdition ; with Portrait of the Author. Fop. 
Sto. price 58. half-bound. 

Harry HieoYer.— The Stud, for Praetioal Pur- 
poses and Practical Men: Being a Ghiide 
to the Choice of a Horse for use more than 
for show. By Habby Hiboybb. With 
2 Plates. Fcp. 8yo. price 5s. hidf-bound. 

Hassall.— Adtilteratioiis Detected; or, 

Plain Instructions for the Disoorery of 
Frauds in Food and Medicine. ByAbthitb 
Hill Hassall, M.D. Lond., Analyst of The 
Lancet Sanitary Commission ; and Author of 
the Keports of that Commission published 
under the title of Food and Us Adulterationt 
(which may also be had, in 8ro. price 288.) 
With 225 Illnstrations, engrayed on Wood. 
Crown 8to. 17s. 6d. 

Hassall.— A History of the Britiah Fresh 

Water AIg» : Including Descriptions of the 
Desmiden and Diatomaoe». With upward* 
of One Hundred Plates of Figures, illus- 
trating the Tarious Species. By ABTHrB 
Hill Hassall, M.D., Author of MicrO' 
seopie Anatomy of the Jffuman Body, Ac. 2 
To£s. 8to. with 103 Pktee, price £1. 15b. 

CoL Hawker's Instractions to Toong 

Sportsmen in all that relates to Guns and 
Shooting. 11th Edition, revised by the 
Author's Son, Maior P. W. L. Hawzbb ; 
with a Bust of the Author, and numerous 
Illustrations. Square crown 8yo. 18s. 

Haydn's Book of Dignities : Containing 

Bolls of the Official Personages of the British 
Empire, Ciyil, Ecclesiastical, Judicial, Mill- 
taiy, Nayal, and Municipal, from the Earliest 
Periods to the Present Time. Together 
with the Sorereigns of Europe, from the 
Foundation of their respediye States j the 
Peerage and Nobility of Qteat Britain ; Ac. 
Being a New Edition, improved and conti- 
niMd, of Beatson's Political Index. 8to. 
price 25s. half-bound. 



Hayward. — Biographical and Critical 

Essays, reprinted from Beyiews, with Ad- 
ditions and Corrections. By A. Haywabd, 
Esq., Q.C. 2 Tols. 8yo. price 24b. 



1. Sydney Smith. 

2. Samnol Rogers. 
8. James Smith. 
4. Oeorge Selwyn. 

6. Lord Ctaeeterfleld. 
8. Lord Melboarne. 

7. Oeneral Yon Radowitx. 

8. Oouutew Hahn-Habn. 

9. De Stendahl (Henri 

Beyle). 
10. Pierre Dummt. 
IL Lord £ldoa and the 

ChanoeeoftheBar. 



12. The Crimean Campaign. 
18. American Orafcora and 



14. Jonmallam in France. 
1&. Parisian Morals and 



18. The Imitative Powers of 
Musie. 

17. British Field Sports. 

18. Science and Uteratare 

ofBtiqnefete. 

19. TheArtofDbiing. 



Sir John Herschel.— Outlines of Astro- 
nomy. By Sib Johv E. W. Hbbsohbl, 
Bart., E.H., M.A. Fj^A Sdiiion, revised 
and corrected to the existing state of Astro* 
nomioal Eiiowledge ; with Plates and Wood- 
oats. 8vo. price 18s. 

Sir John Hersehel's Sasays from the Edin- 
buryh and Quarterly Revietoe^ with Ad- 
dresses and other Pieces. 8yo. price 188. 

Hinchliff.--Sammer Months among the 

Alps : With the Ascent of Monte Bosa. 
By Thohab W. Hibohliff, of Lincoln's 
Inn, Barrister-at-Law. With 4 tinted 
Views and 8 Maps. Post 8to. price 10s. 6d. 

Hints on Etiquette and the Usages of 

Society: With a Glance at Bad Habits. 
New Edition, rerised (with Additions) by a 
Lady of Bank. Fop.Sro. price HiJf-a-Orown. 

Holland. —Medical Notes and Beflec- 
tions. By Sib Hbnbt Hollabd, Bart., 
M.D., F.B.S., Ac., Physidan in Ordinary 
to the Queen and Prmoe-Gonsort. Third 
Edition^ rerised throughout and corrected ; 
with some Additions. 8?o. 18s. 

Sir BL Hdllaad's Chapters on Xental Fhyii- 
ology, founded chiefly on Chapters contained 
in Medical Notes and Hefleetions, Second 
Edition. Post 8to. price Ss. 6d. 

Hooker.— Eew Gardens ; or, a Popular 

Guide to the Boyal Botanic Gardens of 
Kew. By Sib WiLLiAic Jaoxbov HooBBB, 
K.H., &o.. Director. 16mo. price Sixpence. 

Hooker and Amott— The British Flora ; 

comprising the PhsBnogamous or Flowering 
Plants, and the Ferns. Serenth Edition, ' 
with Additions and Corrections 1 and nu* 
merous Figures illustratiTe of the Umbelli- 
ferous Plants, the Composite Plants, the 
Glasses, and the Ferns. By SiB W. J. 
HooKBB, F.B.A. and L.8., &o. ; and G. A. 
Walkbb-Abvott, LL.D.y F.L.S. ISmo. 
with 12 Plates, price 14a. | with the Plates 
coloured, price Sis. 
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IfEW ^^WDSES A!Bi> V9fW BBITIONB 



Home's Introdndfaon to the (Grttical 

fitudy and Knowledge of the Holy -Scrip- 
tares. Tenth BdiUon^ Tevited, correoted, 
and bronght down to the preient time. 
Edited by the Key. T. Habtwsll Hosnx, 
3.D. (the Author) ; the Rev. SAJfUxi. 
BinriDSOW, D;D. of the Unmnit^ef HaUe, 
.-«nd LL.D. ; and S. FBiDXiLlTX TBXOBLXBfl, 
liL.D. With 4 Maps and 22 Vignettes and 
fS^osimilei. 4iTok. 8to. £9. I8e. 6d. 

%• 'nieiToor ToltanM may also be had upardtely aa 
followi:— 

Yoi. I.— A {hnumary of iha Etidemefor tli« OemilmiMML 
Authenticity, Uncomipted Pi e a e t f a tten, and Inaiiiratiop of 
the Holy ScTiptnres. By the B«v. T. H. Home, B.D. . 8vo. Ids. 

Vol. it.— .The Text ofthe OldT«Kfam€nt oonaldered : With 
<a Tietiee on Sacred Intcraralatifln ; and a brief Introduc- 
tion to the Oid^TiesiammU Booka and th%wA90ervpka. ByS. 
Bavidaon. D.D. (HaUe) and LL.D ^9fo. 2ta. 



vofc.ra.- 

quitiea. By the Rev. T. 



of BlbUeal Geography and Antl- 
'. Home. B.D :8to. 18a. 



ToL. IV.— An Introduction to the Textual CMttdam of the 
JVew TettametU, By the Rev. T. H. Home, B.D. The 
OMIloalt»artf««writ*0D, «ad the nMriBder miied a&d, 
editedby H. P. TraseUea. LL.D Svo.lSe. 

Home. — A Compendious Introduction 

to .the.Stu^ of .the Bible. By the Ber. , 
,T. Habtwsll Hobitb/B;!). New Edition, 
icith.Mi(ps.andIUuatration8, J.2mo.'98. 

Ho0]|ynB.— Xalpa; or, .the Chronicles of 

a Clay Farm : An Agricultural Fragment. 
JBy Cbansm Wben^oskzvs, Esq. fourth 
Edition. With 24, Woodcuts from the 
original Designs by GsOBaE Cbuikbhane. 
.l^no.ipriee 5fi. 6d. 

Howitt (A. M;)— An Axt-Stadaot :in 
Munich. By AmrA IMabt tELowsass. 2 
'<T«ls. -post 8to. piiee 14b. 

Howtti-^TheOhildwn-B^ar. By Mary 

HowiTT. With Four 'BlnBtntions, from 
.J>asigns.^y A..M JSowisr. SquarelGmo. 6s. 

Hewitt.— Tallangetta, \the flqnatter's 

Home : A fitory of Australian life. By 
William Howitt, .Author otTwo Tears in 
Tktoria, Ao. 2 toIs. post 8ro. price 18s. 

Howitt.— Xand, Luhour, and Gbld; 

or, Two Years in Victoria : With Visit to 
3ydney .and Van Diemen's Land. By 
•WILLIAH 'HowrrT, Second 'Bdiliony con- 
taining the most ^recent Information re> 
garding 'the ' Colony. 2 toIs. crown 6yo, 
- price lOs. 

!Howitt.— Visitsijo ^Remaritable •Places : 

Old Halls, Battle-Fields, andficeneff illustra- \ 
tiYC of Striking Passages m %n^h Histoir i 
andPoetiTj^ By Wiixiam Howitt. With! 
about 80 Wood ^ngnrrings. SVSw 'Titian, 
2 Tols. square crown 8to. price 26b. 



William Honitt'B Boy's Gomitiy Book: 

Being the Beal Life of « Conntrj Boy, 
written by fairrself ; exhibiting aU \he 
Amusement-8, PkasoreB, and Pnrsmta of 
Children in the Country. New Edition; 
«with 40 ^oedmito. ^q>. 8yo. prioe*.6^ 

Hewitt. —The Bnral LiliB of XnglaztO. By 
William Howitt. New Edition, cor- 
rected «nH revised; with Woodsnts by 
Bewick and Williams. Medium 8ro.:2l5.' 

The Jkbhe' Hac'41 woik-im ike Chineae 

Empire, founded on Fourteen Years' Travels 
and Besidcnce in China. PeopWs Sdiiiom^ 
with. 2 Weodout JUnstgatioaa. Grown «r . 
price Ss. 

Hnc.-Cfarteti&nity'in China, TFartaiy, 

and Thibet. By M. TAbb^ Hue, formerly 
Missionary Apostolic in China ; Author of 
The Ciinete Smpiref &c. Vols. I. aad IL 
8to. 21s. ; and Vol. III. price 10s. Bd. 

Hadflon^ Tlain Ittreotivifi ifiir Making 

Wills in conlimrmiiy with tire Jbmr. JCew 
•Edition, eorvested and tma&d. by the 
Author*; «nd ipraotioaUy illustrated l^fipe- 
dmcBS of Wills contaming maaj vaneties 
of BeqoMts, also Notes of Oasae jodicklly 
deoided sinee the Wills Avt^oanae into ope- 
ration. rF0p.:8TO.^. 6d. 

Hudson's Executor's Guide. New and 

enlarged ^di^on, 'retised by the Aatiior 
with rderenee to the latest napor t ad iQeses 
and Acts of BsriiuBent. Fep. .^6ifo.iOB. 

Hudson and £ennec^.— Where there's 

a Will there !«a Way : An Ascent of Mont 
Blanc by a. New Boute and Without GKiides. 
By the Bev. C. Hudson, M.A., and E. S. 
.KsNinsDY, B.A. Second EdUion, with Plate 
and Map. Post 8vo. 58. 6d . 

Humboldt's Cosmos. Translated, with 

the Author's .aatfaority, by Mbs. Sajuhx. 
Vo£6.L*8ndII. lemo. HaIf-4-Crown each, 
sewed ; 8s. 6d. each, cloth : or in post 870. 
.las. .each, doth. Vo(l. III. pfoat 8¥o. 
.12s. 6d. cloth : or in 16mo. Pabt I. 20. 6d. 
sewed, 8s. 6d« cloth ; andPABTH. Ss. sewed, 
^. doth. Vol. IV. Pabt I. post 8iro. 15e. 
doth] and I6mo. price '7s. 6d. .cldth, or 
.7s.. sewed. 

Suntoim^ Ik^tetB «f Siatore. Tranalfft ed, 
' withtfae Author^ au(>hofity, by MnaftiiBTTCB. 
*16mo.-price*6s. : or in i^«voia. da. 6d. ^aach, 
cloth; 2s. 6d. each,-i 



PUBLUKSD BT LONOMAK, GBEEN, akd 00. 



11- 



Humphreys. -- Parables of Our Lord, 

illniDTmited and omamontad in the style of 
the MiaBals of the Benaiasance by Hjbnby 
NoBL IIUMPHBBTB. Square fcp. 8vo. 21s. 
in maasire oaryed covara ; or 80a. -bound in 
moroooo by fia^day. 

Hunt. — Researches on Light in its 

^Chemical Kelations ; embracing a Con- 
sideration of all the Photographic Processes. 
By ROBBBIT Hinrr, E.Tl.fi. Second Edition, 
with Plate and 'Woodents. 8to. 10b. 6d. 

ft 

Hunt (Captain).--The Horse and his 

Master : With Hints on Breeding, Breaking, 
Stable- Management, Training, Elemental 
Horsemanship, Biding to Hounds, &c. By 
YsBB D. Hunt, Esq^ late 109tU £e^t.X2o. 
Dublin Militia. Pbp.'Svo. wtthlFrDiItiBpiece, 
ipnoe^. 

Hutchinson. --Impressions of Western 

Africa : With a Ilep«irt on the PeculiariMea 
of Trade up the Birers in the Bight of 
Biafra. By T. J. Hutchinson, Esq., 
British Consul for the Bight of Biafra and 
the Island of 'Fernando Po. Post 'Bro, 
price 8a. '6d. 

Idle.-Hints on 4Shaoting, Fishing, to., 

both on Sea and Land, and in the JVesh- 
Water Loohs of Scotland : Being the Expe- 
riences of C. iMiB, Ssq. Fap. ^o. ^ 

Mrs. Jameson's Legends oif the Sahits 

and Martrjnns,as rapveeanied itfOhnatian Ait: 
Forming the Fibst Sbbiba of ISmred and 
Legmdarv Art. Third Edition, rerised and 
improvea; with 17 Etchings and upwards 
of 180 Woodcuts, many of which oe vnew 
in this Edition. 2 Tok. aqnaare evown'Svo. 
price 81s. <6d. 

Ifri. Jameaon'a Lcgoids of tSia SonMtio 
Orders, as represented in Christian Art. 
Forming the SxcoKs 8BBnB«4)f Stmwi amd 
L^mdarvAri, Seeond Sdition, enltnged-; 
with 11 Btdhings 'by the Author, and 88 
Woodcuts. Square crown 8vo. ,price 28a. 



Mn. J«Buson*-a Ziegaiiii «r '4bib 

as represented in Christian ^t : forming 
the Thibd Bsbies of Sacred and LefeiuUiry 
Art, Second Edition, aorvecied and en- 
larged ; *with 87 Etohinga ^snd il86 Wood 
Engrairings. Square crown 8ro. priee 28s. 

Mrs. Jameson's CommoiqAace-'Bodk of 

Thooght-s, MeoMviaa, «nd ^Vureiea, Original 
and Selected. Pawrl. BthioaaBdOkoaoter; 
Pabt II. Lllorattae and Art. -Qeetmd Edit. 
rerised and corrected ; with Etchings and 
Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. 18s. 



Mrs. Jameson'^ Two Leotores on the 

Social Employments of Women, — Sisters of 
Charity and the Communion of Labour, New 
Edition, with a Prefatory Letter on the 
present Condition and Requirements of the 
Women of England. Fcp. 8to. 2s. 

Jaqvemet^ Gempendiom of Chronology : 

Containing the most important Dates of 
Seneral Hiatory, Political, EodeaiaatiaJ, 
and Literary, from the Creation of the 
Worlds the end of the Year 1864. ; Second 
Bdition. Port 'Sto. 'i^sv:e 7s. 6d. 

Jaqaemet*s Clifonology &r Schoola : Oontain- 
ing the most important Dates of General 
History, Political, Ecclesisastical, and 
Literary, from the Creation of the World 
«to the^Bd^tiieyaar 1857. Edited by the 
IRey. J. Alcobk, M.A. Fcp. 8yo. 8s. 6d. 

lAfd •Mfrey's Gontribntions to The 

(Edinburgh Beriew. A Kow Edition, oom- 
*plete in One Yolume, with a Portrait en- 
grayed by Heni:y Bobinaon, and a Vignette. 
Square crown Syo. 21s. cloth ; or 80s. calf.— 
Or in 3 toIs. Svo. price 42s. Comprising — 

1. 'C^eneaal Litavatuie and Literary Bio- 

graphy. 

2. History and Historical Memoirs. 
*3. Poetry. 

4. Philosophy of the Mind, Jiatapfaysics, 

and Jurisprudenca. 

5. Notels, Tales, and Prose Works df Motion. 

6. Ganeral Politics. 

7. liisoellaneoua Litavatow?, ibo. 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor's Biifelre Works : 
With Lifel)y Bishop Hbbbb. Beyised and 
ooivected by the Bav.ClHdkBuns P^as Epxv, 
FeUow of Oriel <Ocdlage, Ozfoad. Now 
complete in 10 toIs. *8to. les. 6d. aaiAu 

Keith Johnston's Kew IHcfionaiy of 

Geography, Descriptive, Pl^yaical, Statistical, 
•and Historical: Forming a complete Gene- 
Tal Gasetteer of *tiM Wtfrid. fft»w Edition, 
rectified to May 1889. In One Volume of 
1,360 -pages, comprising about S0,000 Names 
of Placaa. Svo. .SOa. doth^ or 35s. half- 
bound in 



Eime.— W«n4ei4ngs «f 'an Arlist<anoQg 

the Indians of North America ; "from Canada 
to Vancouver's Island and Oregon, through 
the Hudson's Bay Con^paoy's Territoipy, and 
back agi^. By Paul Kamb. With Map, 
ninatratioiis in Colours, and Wood En- 
gravings. 8to. 21s. 

Kemble.—The Sttsoas 'in Xn^lana : A 
Sitftoty oi the fDn^lUhHToiniionwaalthtill 
the "Norman Conquest. "By Uovttr V. Esx- 
BL«, M.A., Ac. 2 Tols. 8yo. 28s. 

b6 
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NEW WOBKS AHD NBW EDITIONS 



Eesteven.— A Mannal of the DomeBtic 

Practice of Medicine. By W.B.Kbbtktbk, 

Fellow of the Boyal College of Surgeons of 
England, &c. Square post 8to. 78. 6d. 

Eirby and Spence's Introdaction to 

Entomolo^ ; or, Elements of the Natural 
History of Inseots : Comprising an Account 
of Noxious and Useful Insects, of their Meta- 
morphoses, Food, Stratagems, Hahitations, 
Societies, Motions, Noises, Hybernation, 
Instinct, Ac. SeveiUA Sdiiion, iriih •xi A^- 
pendix relative to the Origin and Progress 
of the work. Crown 8to. 6s. 



A Lady's Toar round Monte Bosa: 

With Visits to the Italian Valleys of An- 
zasca, Mastalone, Oamasco, Sesia, IT^. 
Challant, Aosta, and Cogne : In a Series of 
Excursions in the Years 1850, 1856, 185S. 
With Map, 4 Illustrations in Colours frc-:^ 
Sketches by Mr. G. Barnard, and 8 Wcod 
Engravings. Post 8?o. 14b. 

Mrs. B. Lee's Elements of Natural His- 
tory; or. First Principles of Zoology : Ccsl- 
prising the Principles of Classification, inter- 
spersed with amusing and ^iiistraetire Ae- 
counts of the most remarkable Animals. 
New Edition; Woodcuts. Fc^.8To.7s.6d. 



LARDNER'S CABINET CYCLOPEDIA 



Of Hlftorj, Biography, litvratiire, the Arti amd Boioneof, Vatazal Bliitory, and 

A SeriM of Original Work! hy 

Thomas Kbiohtlbt, 
jobn foestbr, 
Sia Waltbe Soon, 
Thomas Mooeb, 

AND OTHBE BmINBNT WrITBBI 

Complete in isa vols. fcp. 8to. with Vignette Titles, price, in cloth. Nineteen Onineaa. 
The Works sepmrat^fy, in Sets or Series, price Three Shillings and Sixpence each Ydiuift 



Sir John Hbrschbl, 
Sir Jambs Mackintosh, 
Robbrt South by. 
Sir Datid Brbwstbii, 



Bishop Thirlwai.1, 
Thb Rbt. G. R. 6i.Bia» 
J. C. L. Db Sibmomdi, 
John Puillifb, F.R.S., GJS. 



A LUi qf ike Woaks eomponnff ike Cabikst CrcLOPiSDiA :— 



1. BeU'f History of RoMto 8 toIs. lOi. 0d. 

2. BeU'tLlvwofBritUhPoeti Svols. 7s. 

S.Bxwwsier's Optics lvol.S8.6d. 

4. Cooler's MaritinM and Inland Discovery S vols. 10s. 6d. 

5. Crowe's History of France 8 vols. 10s. 6d. 

6. De Morgan on ProbaUUtlefl 1vol. 8s. 6d. 

7. De Sismondi's History of the Italian I 

Republics lvol.88.6d. I 

8. De Sismondi's Fall of the Soman Empire 2 vols. 7s. 

9. Donovan's Chemistry 1 rol. 8s. 6d. 

10. Donovan's Domestic Economy 8 vols. 7s. 

11. IXmham's Spain and Portngal 6 vols. 17s. 6d. 

18. Dmibam's History of Denmark, Sweden, 

and Norway 8 vols. 10s. 6d. 

18. Dnnham's History of Poland 1vol. 8s. 6d. 

14. Dunham's Germanic Empire 8 vols. 10s. 6d. 

19. Donham's Europe daring the Middle 

Ages 4vols.l4c 

16. Donham's British Dramatists 8vols.7s. 

17. Donham's Lives of Early Writers of 

Great Britahi lvol.8s.6d. 

18. Fergus's History of the United States . . 2 vols. 7s. 

10. Foshroke's Grecian ft Roman Antiqoltlea 2 vols. 7s. 

20. Forster's Lives of the Statesmen of the 

Commonwealth 5 vols. I7s. 6d. 

«. Gleig's Lives of British MlUtaxy Com- 
manders 8 vols. 10s. 6d. 

28. Grattan's History of the Ketherhmds .. . 1 vol. 8b. 6d. 

28. Henslow's Botany lvol.86.6d. 

24. Hersehel's Astronomy 1vol. 8s. 6d. 

26. Hersehel's Disooorse on Natoral Phito- 

sophy t lvoL8s.6d. 

86. History of Rome 2vols.7s. 

27. History of Switieriand lvol.8B.6d. 

28. Holland's Manoikctores In Metal 8 vols. 10s. 6d. 

20. James's Lives of Foreign Statesmen .... 6 vols. 17s. 6d. 

80. Kater and Lardner's Medhanics lvoL8s.6d. 

81. Kdghtley's Outlines of History lvol.aB.6d. 

82. Lardhar's Arithmetie lvoL8s.6d. 

83. Lardner's Geometry lvol.8s.6d. 



84. Lardner on Heat IvoLSS^fiJ. 

85. Lardner's Hydrostatics and Pneomatlcs 1 toL 3s. 6d. 

86. Lardner and Walker's Stootrieity and 

Magnetism f vtda. 7i. 

37. Maddutoah. Forster, and Conrtenay's 

Lives of British Statesmen 7 vols. 2i5. «d: 

88. Maoklntoah. Wallace* and BeU'a History 

of England 10nila.8Ss. 

80. Montgomeiy and Shelley's eminent It*- 

lion, Spanish, and Portuguese Authors S vols. 1^ Cd. 

40. Moore's History of Ireland 4to1s.14«. 

41. Nioolaa's Chronology of History 1 v«l. So. Sd. 

48. PhilUps's Treatise on Geology S vols. 7s. 

48. PoweU's History of Natural Philosophy 1 toL Is. 6d. 

44. Porter's Treatise on the ManaJhetore of 

Silk lvol.3a.6d. 

45. Porter's Manufhotures of Poredain and 

Glass lvtoLaa.«d. 

46. Bosooe's British Lawyers lvoLSa.6d. 

47. Scott'a Hlstoiy of Scotland 2vQla.78. 

48. Shelley's Lives of eminent Franch 

Authors 2 vols. 7ft. 

40. Shookard and Swainson's Insecte 1vol. 8a. 6d. 

60. Southey's Llvee of British Admirals .... 5 vola. 17a. U 

51. StebUng's Chnrch History tv«lB.7a. 

58. Stebbing's History of the Befotmatlon. . 8 Tola. 7a. 
53. Swainson's Discourse on Natural Histoiy 1 toL Sa. 6d. 
64. Swainson's Natural History and Claaal- 

flcation of Animals lToLSa.6d. 

56. Swainson's Habits and Instincts of 

Animals lTDl.8a.ftL 

56. Swainson's Birds 2vo]a.7a. 

67. Swainson's Fish, Beptllea, fto. 2Tola.78. 

56. Swainson's Quadrupeds lToLSa.6d. 

SO. Swainaon's Shells and ShaU*Flah lvoL8a.ed. 

60. Swainaon'a Animals in Menagarlea lTQL8a.6d. 

61. Swainaon's Taxidermy and Biography of 

Zoologiata lToLS8.6d. 

08. Thlrlwall's History of Grseoe 8to1s.S8^ 
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The Letters of a Betrothed. Fcp. 8yo. 

price 58. cloth. 

Letters to my Unknown Friends. By 

a Ladt, Autiior of Lettert on Soppiness. 
Fourth Edition. Fop. 8to. 5s. 

L.E.L.— The Poetical Works of Letitia 

Ehzabeth Landon ; oomprising the ImprO' 
viseUriee^ the Fetutian Bracelet, the Oolden 
Violei, the 2V0»fta^«r, and Poetical Bemains. 
New Edition j with 2 Vignettes by B. Doyle. 
2 Tolfl. 16mo. 10s. cloth ; morocco, 21s. 

Dr. John Lindley's Theory and Practice 

of Horticulture ; or, an Attempt to explain 
the principal Operations of Gkffdening upon 
Physiological Grounds: Being the Second 
Edition of the Theory of HortUmlture^ much 
enlarged ; with 98 Woodcuts. Sto. 21fl. 

Dr. John Lindley's Introduction to 

Botany. Kew Edition, with Cbrreotions and 
copious Additions. 2 toIs. Sto. with Six 
Plates and numerous Woodcuts, price 24i. 

Dr. John Lindley's Synopsis of the 

British Flora arranged according to the 
Natural Orders; containing Yasculares or 
Flowering Plants. Third Edition {^^vmiAd), 
Fcp. 8to. 69. 

Linwood.— Anthologia Ozoniensis, sive 

Florilegium e Lusibus poetiois diTersorum 
Oxonienrium Qmcis et liatinis decerptum. 
Curante Gttliblho Likwood, M Jl., iSdis 
GhriBti Alumno. 8to. price 14a. 

Lorimer's (C.) Letters to a Toong Master 

ICariner on some Subjeots connected with 
hiaCUling. New Edition. Fop. 8to. 5s. 6d. 

London's Encyclopeedia of Agriculture: 

Compriaing the Theory and Practice of the 
Valuation, Transfer, Laying-out, Improve- 
ment, and Management of Landed Property, 
and of the OaltiTation and Economy of the 
Animal and Vegetable Productions of Agri- 
culture. New and cheaper Edition; with 
1,100 Woodcuts. 8to. Sis. 6d. 

Loudon's EncyclopsDdia of Gardening: 

Comprising the Theory and Practice of Hor- 
ticulturo. Floriculture, Arboriculture, and 
Laadscape-Gaidening. With many hundred 
Woodcuts. Corrected and improved by 
Mb8. LouDOir. New 4ad cheaper Edition. 
8to. 81s. 6d. 

Loudon's Encydopsedia of Trees and 

Shrube, or Arboretum et IMieetum Briton" 
iiuwmabridged: Containing the Hardy Trees 
and Shrubs of Great Britain, Natire and 
Foreign, Scientiacally and Pqpulariy De- 
scribed. With about 2,000 WoodcuU. 
8to. price 60s. 



Loudon's Encyclopaedia of Plants : Com- 
prising the Specific Cliaracter, Description, 
Cultiire, History, Application in the Arts, 
and erery other desirable Particular respect- 
ing all the Plants found in Great Bntain. 
New Edition, corrected by Mbs. Loudon. 
With upwards of 12,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 
£3. 18s. 6d.— Second Supplement, 2l8. 

Loudon's EncyclopsBdia of Cottage, 

Farm, and Villa Arohitecture and Furniture. 
NewEdition, edited by Mbs. LouDOK; with 
more than 2,000 Woodcuts. Syo. 63s. 

Loudon's Hortus Britannicus ; or, Cata- 
logue of all the Plants found in Great 
Britaia. New Edition, corrected by Kss. 
LoiTDOV. 8to. 81s. 6d. 

Mrs. Loudon's Lady's Country Compa- 
nion; or. How to Enjoy a Country Life 
Bationally. Fourth Edition, with Plates 
and Woodcuts. Fcp. 8to. 6s. 

Mrs. Loudon's Amateur Gardener's 

Calendar, or Monthly Guide to what should 
be aroided and done in a Ghoden. New 
Edition, Crown 8to. with Woodcuts, 79. 6d. 

Low'sElements of Practical Agriculture; 

comprehending the Cultiration of Plants, the 
Husbandry of the Domestio Animals, and 
the Economy of the Farm. New Edition ; 
with 200 WoodcuU. 8to. 21s. 

Macaulay.— Speeches of the Bight Hon. 

Lord Maoaulay. Coireoted by Htmselm. 
8ro. price 12s. — Lord Macaulay's Speeches 
on Parliamentaiy Beform, 16mo. price Is. 

Macaulay. — The History of England 

from the Accession of James IL By 
the Bight Hon. Lobd II^oaitijlt. New 
Edition. Vols. I. and n. 8to. price 82s. ; 
Vols. III. and IT. price 866. 

Lord Macaulay's History of England 

from the Accession of James XI. New 
Edition of the first Four Volumes of the 
8to. Edition, rerised and corrected. 7 yoIs. 
post 8?o. price 6s. each. 

Lord Macaulay's Critical and Historical 

Essays contributed to The Edinburgh 
Beriew. Four Editions, as follows :^ 

I. A Lna^sT Bditxov (tha WtMU in S toIs. 8ro. 
price 96». 

1 Coinp]«UlnOvaYoLiJic>,with Fortnit uid Tlff- 
nette. Sqoar* erounk 8to. price 21a. doth; or 
SOi.cair. 

8. Another Nbw Boznov, in S Tob. fop. Svo. price 
ni. doth. 

4. The PiOPLs's Editiov, in t toU. crown 8to. price 
8e. doth. 
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NEW WOEKS AXJ> HDW BBIXIOKB 



Macaolayr-Laye of Andent^me, with 

Imy and the Armada, By the Bight 
Hon. Lord Maca.ut.at. New Edition, 
lemo. price 48. 6d. cloth; or lOs. 6d. 
bound in morocco. 

Lord Iffacaalay's Lays of Ancient Rome. 

"With numorons lUustratione, Original and 
from the Antique, drawn on Wood by 
George Scharf, jun., und engraved by Samuel 
Williams. Wow Edition. Fcp. 4to. price 
2I0. boards ; or 42s. bound in morocco. 

Mac Donald. — Poems. By George 

Mao Don aid, Author of Within and With' 
out, Fcp. 8vo. 7s. 

Mac Donald.— Within and Wthont : A 
Dramatic Poem. By Gbobob Mao Donald. 
Secand Edition^ revised. Pep. 8vo. 4fl. 6d. 

ttacDongall.— The Theory ofWar Hhis- 

trated by numerous Examples from His- 
tory. ByLieutenant' Colonel MaoDouoall, 
Commandant of *the Staff College. Second 
SdiHon, rovised. Post Bvo. wi<*i 10 Plans 
of Battles, price 10s. 6d. 

XaoDongaU. - The Campaigns of Hannibal, 
arranged and eritirally eomidered, '•k- 
pnasly fer the n0e of Students «f Military 
Histoiry . By Lieat.-Col. P. 'L. MAoDouaaLL, 
Commmidant of the €taff OoUoige. 'Post 
8to. with Map, 7«. 6d. 

MDongall.— The Bventfd Voyage of 

S.M. Diseowry Ship Resolute to the Arctic 
Begiona in Search pf 3ir Jahn Franklin and 
the Misting Crews of H,M. IMscovery "Ships 
Erebus and Terror, 1852, 1853, 1854. By 
asOB«E ¥. M'Boo«A];.ii, Master. With a 
coloured Chart; 8 Illufttrations in tinted 
Litho^p^pl^y I md 22 Woodouta. dvo. price 
^s..oloth. 

Sir James Mackintosh's Miscellaneous 

Worfce: Indudiaig'his'OiMitribtttionB to The 
Edinburgh Review. Oomplele in One 
Volume ; with Portrait and Yignette. 
-Square crown Svo. 21s. doth*; onr-SOs. bound 
in calf: or in 3 vols. fop. 9vo. ^Is. 

ttr l^aam HaddAtoah's HlBtixy '«f En^^Uad 
-from the Earliest Times to tiie final Esta- 
blishment df the Reformation. Libiaiy Edi- 
tion, JMvised. 2 vols. 8vo. 21s. 

'M'CnBocfa's Dictionary, Practical, Theo- 
retical, and Historical, of Conmieroe and 
Commercial Navigation. Illustrated with 
Maps and Plans. New Edition, revised and 
adapted to the Present Time ; containing 
much additional Information. {Jttst ready. 



M'Cniloch's Bhstionary, OeogiapMcal, 

Statistical, and Historical, of the Tanoas 
Countries, Places, and principal Natural 
Objects in the World, lliastrated with Six 
large Maps. New Edition, Teriaed; with a 
Supplement. IS T«b. 8yo.*priee'63e. 

Magoire.— Rome; its Rnler and its In- 
stitutions. By John Fbanoia Magcibs, 
M.P. Second £dUion, revised and enlarged ; 
with a new Portrait of Pope Pius IX 
8Bt. 66. Post 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

Mn. llaro^'s OonversHrtiimB^Dii SlatuKd 

Philosophy, 4n which'the filenetlks of that 
Science 8S« familiarly expfauned. mrirtccntfi 
Edition, enhn^ed «ad eoneetod; <mlh 34 
Plates. *Fop. 8to. priioe 10s. (Sd. 

Xrfl. MMXtmVM Oon^vsnotms on Cbemistiy, 
in which the Elements of that Science 
are familiarly explained and illustrated bj 
AiqMxriments. Kew Edition, enlaxiged azid 
improved. 2 toIs. fcp. 8to. price 14s. 

Marshmem.— The liilb and Tinee of 

Carey, Marshman, and Ward : Bmbraciog 
the Mistory of the Serampore MissiotL 
By John Clabk Mabshm ak. 2 T(^ 8ro, 
^rioe 258. 

Martineau.— Btaflies of Chri^anity: 

A Series of Original Papers, now first col- 
lected or new. By Jakes 'MAJiTiHSAr. 
Crown 8vo. 78. 6d. 

KnrtiiMaii. — XniMivmira^ftor .the Gkitotian 
Life: Diacwurses. By Javes BlABXiBKAr. 
2 Yols. post 8vo. 78. 6d. each. 

Martinean.— Hymns for the Christian 

Church and Home. Collected and edited bT 
Ja.M:E8 Mabtikeau. Eieventh Edition, I2mQ. 
ds. 6d. oloth, or Ss. calf ; EiTthMdiiion^ 32mo. 
Is. 4d. oloth, or la.^.<roaii. 

Kartineau.— MisceUaniei : Compriain^ Essayi 
on Br. Priestley, Arnold's Life and r^tfrre- 
mondence^ 'Choroh and Stai«, l%«odore 
Parker^ Disamrse &f BgHgion^ *'^Bkmfm of 
Tfedth," *the Chureh of Bnghrad, and the 
Battle Of the Churohwi. By JaXss 1£as- 
TisrsAtr. Post "©ro. 'ds. 

Maunder^ Scientific oasid Idteraiy Trea- 

<aiiry : A. new and popular finoyclopcadia of 
Scienoe and ^he Btttos-Lettrea.; including 
all bronchos Of SoMnee, and every aabieci 
comMOted with Litonriture ^and Avt. ^ew 
fidition. ^ep. 8vo. price lOs. cloth.; iKHind 
in roan, 12s. ; calf, 12s. 6d« 
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- Maundert Biographical Treasurjr; con- 

mBting of Memoirs, 'Sketohee, and brief 
Notices of abore 11^,060 IBminent Pevsons of 
All Ages and Nations, from the Earliest 
Period of History: Forming -a complete 
Popular Dictionary of Universal Biography. 
Eleventh Edition, revised, corrected, and ex- 
tended in a Supplement to the Present 
Time. Fcp. 8vo. lOs. cloth ; bound in roan, 
12s. ; calf, 128. Bd. 

MHUii i h irti Tn^Ava^ of SnowledgB, and 

Libmiy df Aefefenee. Compruingni Eng- 
lish BiotionaTY and 0vammar, a iJnheTsal 

I Gnctleer, a Classioal DictioiMi7, a Chrono- 
logy, a Law Dictionary, a Synopfia •of rthe 
Peerage, numerous useful Tables, &o. Kew 

' Edition, entirely reconstruoted and re- 
printed ; revised and improved by *B. !B. 
WooDWABD, B.A. !Fi8.A. : Assistefd by J. 
Morris, Solicitor, Lomdon; snd'W.HiroBBS, 
F.B.G.S. Fcp. 8vo. IQs. cloth; bound in 
roan, 12e.;i»tf,.128.-Ba. 

Mannder's TreaBuxy of Natural History ; 

or, a Popular Dictionary of Animated 
' Nature : In which the Zoological Charaoter- 
i«tioB that distinguieh 'the dflferent Ckwsea, 
Genera, and Speoiea, ore oombiiied miih a 
Tniety of interesting rhfoimation-iUiistnitive 
.of the Habits, Instincts, and-Qeneral Eco- 
nomy of the Animal Kingdom. With 000 
Woodcuts. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. price 
lOs. cloth ; roan, 12s. $ calf, I2s. 6d. 

Mauniter^fi JSistoxioal Tveaaory,; cam- 

prising a €kneral Introduotoiy -iOuiliiie of 
U nivcvsal Histevy, Ancient and Modem, 
and a Series of eeparate Hifltoriee<«f every 
principal Nation that exists ; their Aise, 
Progress, and Present Condition, the Moral 
find Social Character of their reapective In- 
habitants, their Belisien, Mannevs and Cus- 
toms, &». VewBiution ; Tevisedthroogh- 
out, with a new QtwrnoAL IsroKX.. QTop. :6vo. 
lOs. dotii I -roan, tSs. j wdf, 12s.^. 

Maunder's Geographical Treasoiy. — 

The Treasury of Gbography, Phvsical, His- 
torical, Descriptive, and Political ; contain- 
ing a succinct Account of Every Country in 
the World: Preceded by an Introductory 
Outline of the History of Geography . a 
Familiar Inquiry into the Varieties of Bace 
and Lan^age exhibited by different Nations; 
and a View of the Relations of Geography 
to Astronomy and Physical Science. Com- 
pleted by Willi ah Hughes, F.R.G.S. Nftc 
Mdiiion \ with fj Maps and 16 Steel Pktee. 
JFop. 6vo. lOs.^lolh; iBomiylAs. ; jaalf, I2a.^d. 

Mildred IVorman -tiie Fozarene. By a 

VfovKiSGt Mak. Crown 8vo. I(s. 



Meiivate. — A Histoiy of the RamanB 

under the Empire. By the R«v. CrableS 
Mebitalk, B.D., kte Fellow of St. John's 
College, Cambridge. 8vo. with Maps. 

Vols. I, and II. comprUing tho History to tho Fall of 
JmMm»Camr. Seoond Bdition »». 

ToL.ni. to the MtebUthaMnt of the Monanby by Au- 
ffuUu*. Second Edition I4a. 

Vols. IV. and V. from Augustus to Claudiu*, B.C. 27 to 

Aj). »i m. 

Vol. VI. tmai the-IUifln of Am>,a..D. U, to tluvJUtf of 
Jenualem^ a.D. 70 16«. 

Xerivale.— The Fall of the Roman Repablic : 
A i9hort History of the Last Centniy of 
the Commonwealth. By the Rev. C. Mbbi- 
VALB, B.D. Kew Edition. 12mo. 7s. 6d. 

Meriivale (Miss).~Chri8tian Records : 

iShort 'Histo^ of Apostolic Ago. By L. j1. 
Mbutaia. .Flip. 8vo. .7a. .6d. 

MQeB.— The "Horse's Toot, and How to 

Keep it Sound. Bighth EdUion ; with an 
Appendix on Shoemg in general, and Hnnten 
in particular, 12 PhUes and 12 Weodoat'S. 
By W. MnOB, Bsq. Iiiiperial*8vo. IBs. 6d. 

V Two Caets or Models of Off Pore Teet, No. 1. Skodjbr 
AU PKrpow*. No. i. Shod wUk Leather, on Mr. win'% pbm. 
XMS be nad, price Si. eaob. 

ICilea.'— A n»iii Trwrtlie mn Hme4RiMlBg. 
By William MiLM^Beq. ^ifih Plates and 
Woodcuts. New Edition, Post 6vo. 9b. 

Milner's Histoiy^of the Chnrch of Cbiiat. 

With Additions by the late Rev. laAlO 
MiLirBB, D.D., f .B.0. A New Edilfani, 
revised, «with additional Notes by the Ber. 
T. £I«ANXHAM,B.D. 4iToh!!8vo..prinefiai. 

Mintam.— Prom 'Kew York to Delhi by 

way of Rio da Janeiro, Australia, and China. 
By RoBEBT B. MiNTUHN, Jun. With 
coloured ftonte-Map of India. Post 8vo. 
j)rice 7s. -6d. 

MolKiatiMn.'— Diary of a Jonroeyfrom 

the Mississippi to the Coasts of the Pacific, 
with a United States Oovemment Expedi- 
tion. By B. MdiXHATTVBK, Topograj^ioil 
Draughtsman tmd Naturalist to theEiqp©- 
dition. With an Introduction by Baron 
iHmiBoiXDT $ <» Map, eolound lUastratioiM, 
tmd WoodooAe. £w)eb. 8vo. 863. 



James Montgomery's Poetical Works: 

Collective Edition ; with the Author's Aute- 
'biogrsphical Trefaces, complete in One 
"Volume ; with Portrait and \^i;^ette. Square 
crown "SvD. -price IDs. 6d. cloth ; morocco, 
2ls. — Or, in 4 vols. fop. 8vo. with Portrait, 
and 7 other Plates, prioe 14s. 
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NBW WORKS AND NBW EDITIONS 



Moore.— The Power of the Soul over the 

Body, oonsidered in relation to Health and 
MonlB. By Geosox Moosb, M.D. If/th 
Edition. Fop. 8to. 6«. 

Xoore-lCan and his Kotivai. Bj Oeorge 
MOOBS, M.D. Third E^Hon. Fop.Syo. 68. 

Xo<»e.-The Vm of tha Body in relation to the 
Mind. By 0BOB&I Moosi, M.D. l^ird 
EdUion. Fop. 8yo. 60. 

Moore.— Memoirs, Journal, and Corre- 

BDondenoe of Thomas Moore. Edited by 
the Bight Hon. Lobd Jokv Bttbsxll, M.P. 
With Portraits and Vignette lUnstrations. 
8 Tols. poet 870. price IDs. 6d. each. 

Thomas Moore's Poetical Works: Com- 
prising the Author's Autobiographioal Pre- 
faces, Utest Corrections, and Notes. Yarious 
Editions of the separate Poems and oomplete 
Poetical Works, as follows ;— 

LALLA ROOKH, Strno. ruby type 1 

LALLA BOOKH, ISmo. YigiMtke 2 6 

ULLLA. BOOKH, iqaara crown 8?o. PUtM 16 

LALLA BOOKH, fcp. 4to. with Woodcol lUnttn- 

ttiMU fay TxinnuH in the ptms. 

IRISH MELODIES, ttmo. raby type 1 

IBISH MELODIES, Iflmo. Ylgnctto S 6 

IRISH MELODIES, aquuv orown 8to. FUtat 21 

IBISH MELODIES, iUiutratod by Mi.ci.nB, niper- 

royslSvo. SI 6 

SONGS, BALLADS, and SACKED SONQS, 32mo. 

mby type 2 6 

SONOS, BALLADS, and SACRED SONGS, 16mo. 

Vignette 5 

POETICAL WORKS, People't Edit. 10 Paxts, each 1 

POETICAL WORKS, Cabinet Edition, 10 You. ea. 8 6 

POETICAL WORKS, TraveUer*! Edit., crown 8vo. 12 6 

POETICAL WORKS, Libraxy Edition, medinm Svo. 21 
SELECTIONS, entiUed "POETRY and PICTURES 

from THOMAS MOORE." fcp.4to. with WoodEnge. 21 

MOORE'S EPICUREAN. 16mo. Yignette 5 

Editiotu printed with the Mutie, 

IRISH MELODIES. People's Edition, anall 4to. . . IS 

IRISH MELODIES, imperial. 8to. amaU moaio aiae 81 6 
HARMONISED AIRS from IRISH MELODIES, 

imperial8vo 15 

NATIONAL AIRS. People's Edition, 10 Nob. each.. 1 

NATIONAL AIRS, imperial 8vo. small music size.. 31 6 
SACRED SONGS and SONGS from SCRIPTURE, 

imperial8ro 16 

No Edition of Thomas Moore's Poetical 
Works, or of any separate Poem of Moore's, 
can be published oomplete except bj Messrs. 
Longman and Co. 

Morell.~Element8 of Psychology : Part 

I., containing the Analysis of the InteUectnal 
Powers. By J. D. M!obbll, M.A., One of 
Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. Post 
8to. 7s. 6d. 



Morning Clouds. By the Aaihor of 

Tke Afternoon ofLi/e. Second and cheaper 
Edition, reyised t]m>ughout. Fcp. 8 to. 5s. 

Morris (F. 0.)— Anecdotes in Ifatnral 
History. By the Ber. P. O. Morris, B JL, 
Sector of Nunbumholme, Yorkshire, Author 
of "History of the Nests and Eggs of 
British Birds," &c. Fop. 8yo. [Jugt read^. 

Morris (J.) -The Life and Martyrdom 

of St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and Legate of the Holy See. Bj 
John Morris, Oanon of Northamptoo. 
Poet 8yo. 9a. 

Morton.— The Besonrces of Estates : A 

Treatise on the Agricultural Improyement 
and G^eneral Management of Landed 
Property. By Johw Lockhabt Mosto5. 
Ciyu and Agricultural Bngineer ; Author 
of Thirteen Highland and Agricoltaral 
Society Prize Bssays. With 25Illustratiozu 
in Lithography. Koyal 8yo. 31b. 6d. 

Moseley.— The Mechanical Principles of 

Engineering and Architecture. By H. 
MOBBLBT, M Jl., F.B.S., Oanon of Bristol, 
Ac. Second Edition, enlarged; yrith nu- 
merous Corrections and Woodcuts. 8yo.2^ 

Memoirs and Letters of the late Colonel 

Armini MouKTAnr, Aide-de-Gamp to the 
Qmeen, and Adjutant-G^eneral of Her Ma- 
jesty's Forces in India. Edited by Mrs. 
MoTTKTAiv. Second Edition, reriseci; with 
Portrait. Fcp. 8yo. price 6s. 

More.— A Critical History of the Lan- 
guage and Literature of Ancient Ghreeee. 
By William Mttbe, M.P. of Galdirell. 
Second Edition. Vols. I. to III. Sto. price 
36s. 5 Vol. IV. price ISs. ; Vol. V. price ISs. 

Murray's Encyclopsdia of Geography ; 

comprising a complete Description of the 
Earth : Exhibiting its BeUtion to the 
Heayenly Bodies, its Physical Structure, the 
IN^atural History of each Country, and the 
Industry, Commerce, Political Institutions, 
and Ciy'il and Social State of All Nations. 
Second Edition ; with 82 Maps, and upwards 
of 1,000 other Woodcuts. 8yo. price 60a. 

Neale.— The Closing Scene; or, Chris- 
tianity and Infidelity contrasted in the Last 
Hours of Bemarkable Persons. By the 
Bey. Erskivx NXALB, M.A. NewBditwas. 
2 yob. fcp. 8yo. prioe 6s. each. 
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Normanby (Lord).— A Tear of Revolu- 
tion. fVom a Journal kept in Paris in the 
Year 1848. By the Marquis of Nobhaitby, 
K.O. 2 Tob. 8vo. 248. 

Ogilvie. — The Master-Boilder'B Plan; 

or, the Principles of Organic Architecture 
as indicated in the Typical Forms of Animals. 
By George OaiLTiE, M.D. Post 870. 
with 72 Woodcuts, price 69. 6d. 

Oldacre.— The Last of the Old Squires. 

A Sketch. Bj Ckdbio Oldaobb, Esq., of 
Sax - Normanbury, sometime of Ohriat 
Church, OxoD. Crown 8to. price 9s. 6d. 

Osbom. — Quedah ; or, Stray Leaves 

from a Journal in Malayan Waters. By 
Captain Shbbabd OsBOHir, B.N., C.B., 
Author of Stray Leavet from an Arctic Jour- 
nal^ &o. With a coloured Chart and tinted 
Illustrations. Post 8yo. price IO0. 6d. 

Osbom.— The Discovery of the North- 
west Passage by H.M.S. JnvestigeUor^ Cap- 
tain B. M'Clubb, 1850-1854. Edited by 
Captain Shxbasd Osbosn, C.B., from the 
Logs and Journals of Captain B. M'Clnre. 
Third Edition, rerised ; with Additions to 
the Chapter on the Hybernation of Animab 
in the Arctic Begions, a Geological Paper 
by Sir Bodebiok I. Mubchibon, a Portrait 
of Captain M'Clure, a coloured Chart and 
tinted Illustrations. 8to. price 150. 

Owen.— Lectures on the Comparative 

' Anatomy and Physiology of the InTertebrate 
Animals, deliyered at the Boral College of 
Surgeons. By Biohasd Owxir, F.B.S., 
Hunterian Professor to the CoUege. Second 
Edition, with 235 Woodcuts. 8to. 21fl. 

Proftwor Owon'i LMtnnt on the ComparatiTO 

Anatomy and Physiology of the Vertebrate 
Animals, delirored at the Boral College of 
Surgeons in 1844 and 1846. With numerous 
Woodcuts. Vol. I. 8to. price 14a. 

Memoirs of Admiral Parry, the Arctic 

Navigator. By his Son, the Ber. E. Pasbt, 
M.A. of Balliol College, Oxford ; Domestic 
ChapLiin to the Lord Bishop of London. 
Sixth Edition ; with a Portrait and coloured 
Chart of the North-West Passage. Fcp. 
8to. price 58. 

Pattison.— The Earth and the Word; 

or. Geology for Bible Students. By S. B. 
Pattibon, F.G.8. Fcp. 8to. with coloured 
Map, 88. 6d. 



Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers : a Series of 

Excursions by 

F.V.IUWKIHS,M.A. 
T. W. Ui]rcHi.irv. M.A. 
E. S. KawvBDT, ]i.A. 
W. Mathkwd. iun., M.A. 
A. C. IUksat. F.B 8. A G.S. 
A. Wills, of the Middle Tern- 

pl^, Barrltter-at-Law, and 
J. Tyvsall, F.R.8. 



£. L. AiUB. M.A. 

£. AlTDBBSOir, 

J. BA.LL, M.B.I.A. 
C. H. BuiniTrsT, M.A. 
Rev. J. Ll. Datixs, M.A. 
B. W. E. F0B8TBS, 
Bev. J. F. Habdt, B.D. 



Edited by John Ball, M.B.I.A., P.L.S., 
President of the Alpine Club. Second 
Edition; with 8 Illustrations in Chromo- 
lithography, 8 Maps iUustratiye of the 
Mountain-Explorations described in the 
Tolume, a Map illustratire of the Ancient 
Glaciers of part of Caemaryonshire, various 
Engrayings on Wood, and seyeral Diagrams. 
Square crown 8yo. 2l8. 

%* The EiQHT Swiss Maps, accompanied 
by a Table of the Hbights of MouKTAiiis, 
may be had separately, price 8s. 6d. 

Dr. Pereira's Elements of Materia 

Medica and Therapeutics. Third EdiUon^ 
enlarged and improved from the Author's 
Materials, by A. 8. Tatlob, M.D., and 
G. O. Bbxs, M.D. : With numerous Wood- 
cuts. Vol. I. 8yo. 288. ; Vol. II. Pabt I. 
21s. J Vol. IL Pabt II. 26s. 



Br. Pereira'i Leoturet <m Polarised Light, 

together with a Lecture on the Microscope. 
2d Edition, enlarged from Materials left 07 
the Author, by the Bey. B. Powbll, M.A., 
&c. Fcp. 8to. with Woodcuts, 7b. 



Perry.— The Franks, iirom their First 

Appearance in History to the Death of King 
Pepin. By Waltbb C. Pbubt, Barrister- 
at-ijaw, Doctor in Philosophy and Master 
of Arts in the ITniyersity of GOttingen. 
8yo. price 12s. 6d. 



PescheFs Elements of Physics. Trans- 
lated from the German, with Notes, by 
B. Wbst. With Diagrams and Woodcuts. 
3 Tols. fcp. 8yo. 2l8. 



Phillips's Elementary Introduction to 

Mineralogy. A New Edition, with extensiye 
Alterations and Additions, by H. J. Bbooxs, 
F.B.8., F.G.S. i and W. H. Millbb, M.A., 
F.G.S. With numerous Wood Engrayings. 
Post 8yo. 18s. 



Phillips.— A Guide to Geology. By John 

Phillips, M.A.,F.B.8.,F.G.8., Ac. Fourth 
Edition, corrected to the Present Timei 
with 4 Plates. Fop. 8yo. 5s. 
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NEW WOBXS AXB NEW EDITIOKS 



PiesBQ'B GhymicBl, NgtUBl, and i>hyBi- 

cal Magic, for the Instruotion «nd Enter- 
tainment of JuTeniles during the Holiday 
Vacation. "With 80 Woodcuts and an In- 
yifiibte Portrait of the Author. iFcp. Sto. 
3e.-6d. harlequin cloth. 

Piesse's Art df Perfamery, and Methods 

of Obtaining the Odours of Plants : With 
Tntftnictions for theManufactureof Pcrfnmes 
fbr the Handkerchief, Scented Powders, 
Odorous Vinegars, Dentifrices, Pomatums, 
Cosm^tiques, ^erfhmed Soap, &c. ; and an 
Appendix on 'the Colours of ^'lowers. Arti- 
ficial ■Pruit Essences, 4o. Second Edition^ 
Tcrised and improred ; with 46 Woodcuts. 
Crown Sto. 8s. 6d. 

Pitt—How to iBrew good Beer : a com- 
plete Guide to the Art of Brewing Ale, 
Bitter Ale, Table Ale, Brown Stout, Porter, 
and Table Beer. To which are added Prac- 
tical Instructions for making Malt. By 
'^OKS PtTT, Butter "to Sir William R. P. 
*Qmt7, Bart. ^cp-'BYo. 4s. ed. 

^Porter.— fltetoiy T)f ito BM^ts of 

Itfalta, or the Order of the Hospital of St. 
'John of Jerusalem . By M^or WHirwOETH 
PoBTBB, Eoyal Engmeers. With 5 Illus- 
trations. 2 Tols. 8to. 24s. 

¥oweIl.--9h»ay« on 'On SMrtt of the 

Indnfltrre Philosoiihy,'the Unity ef Worlds, 
and the Philosophy of Creatimi. By the 
Rer. Badsk Powbei., M.A.,F.R;S.,P.B. A.S., 
E.G.S., SoYilian Profenor of Geometry in the 
University of Oxford. Second Edition, re- 
Tised. Crown Sto. with Woodcuts, 12s. 6d. 

Univistiait&lyiwifhoiitJadalinL: A 8«Miiid fitriai 
'fl^ Bvsays on the Unity of Worlds and of 
NsturB. BytkeBev. Baion^owsiiI.jM.A., 
4ui, Crown.^n). 7^. 6d. 

The Order of Nature considered in reference to 
the Claims of Revelation : A Third Series 

>af Vlssfl^ «on the iUnidy 4>f Woride and of 
NatuK. By the .Rav. (Ba2»k Poweli., 

.M.A., &o. Csown 8vo. 12i. 

Pycroft. — The Collegian's Guide; or, 

Recollections of College Days : Setting forth 
the Advanttgee and Smnptatione of a rUtii- 
versity Edueation. ^Qy the Rev. J.^xobott, 
.B.A. Second Edilwn. Eop. 8fo. 

Pyoroft's Course of English Reading, adapted 
to every taste and capacity ; or. How and 
What to Read : With Literary Anecdotes. 
New Edition. Fcp..8vo. price 5s. 

Pyeroftts OriolMtJiField ; or, the fleftnueand 
History of the Gkime of Oricket. Third 
Edition, greatly improved; with ^lai^es and 
Woodcuts. Eep.Svo. prioe 6s. 



_es (A. Be). — Rambies of a 

NaturmlUton the Coaets of fPrance, -flpain, 
and Sicily. By Hl, I>e QUATEBRiftEs, 
Member of the Institute. Translated by 
E. C. Otte. 2 vols, post 8vo. ISs. 

Raikes (T.)— Tortion of the Journal kept 

by TH01CA8 RATKEg, Esq., froml83I to IWT: 
Comprising Reminiscences of Social and 
PoUtical Life in London and ParM during 
that period. New Edition^ complete in 
2 vols, crown 8vo. with 3 Portraits, price 
las.oloth. ^ 

Ridh's UlaBtroted Gompoiiioii to the 

Latin Dietionaryand Gh'eek Lexicon : Form- 
ing a Glossary of all the Words representing 
Visible Objects connected with the Arts, 
Manufactures, and Every -Bay Life of the 
Ancients. With about 3,090 WoodcuU 
from the Antique. Post 8vo. 21s. 

Richardson. -^Fovrtoeii Tvktb' Expe- 
rience of Cold Water : Its Uses and Abuses. 
By Captain M. Riohajudsost, late of the 
wh Liglit Dimgoons. Post 8vd. with 
Woodouts, ^^rice^. 

BorsemaiiBUp,; vor, the Avt of ISidmg 

and Msnaginga HoMe,^«di4»ted to the-Ouid- 
anae of \LadiB8 «ad •Cbotdemen on Che Road 
«ad in tfaB<FieId: With Instraoiions for 
'Biitriking-m*0olt8 wad Yeung Horaea. By 
Copkrin M. SiCHiiBDMir, iate of «the 4th 
Light {Dragoona. With£,Platoa. Bqaait 
crown 8vo. 14s. 

Riddled Gppioas and XIritical Latin- 

English LaKieon, founded on the Gvman- 
Latin Dietienaries «of Dr. William Frmmd. 
Jiear Edition. Poat 4to...8lB. 6d. 

Riddle's Complete Latin-English and 

.Biigliah<<Lattn Diotiomry, for the iMe tff 
>CoUeg« 4md Sohaola. By the Re^. ^, E. 
RuxDDE, M.A. of 3t. Edmund Hail, Oxford. 
N€w and eheapar^AiiiUMMiy^ieviMd and .cor- 
rected. .-870.218. 

RATMTfitAiv /The Enribh-Latin Dictionary. 7«. 
Beparately \ The Lafin-EnKllah Dictionary, 15b. 

lUdOle's Tonng Scholar's Latin-ISnglish 

and English -Latin Dictionary. Nirw and 
cheaper Edilinny revised and oorreoted. 
Square 12mo. IDs. 6d. 

iaa____*^i„ f The Latin-English Dtrtionary, 6a. 
Separately iTheEngliaii-Latin Dictlonaiy.Sa. 

Riddle's DUmoad Latia^-EngliidL Biotiaftary. 

A Gkiide to the Jliefning, ^Quality^, and 
right Aoeentuation of Latin^Claaaioal -Words. 
Royal 32mo. price 4e. 
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RlTers'sIRose-AinsKtear^sGtiide-; einitain- 

ing Ample Deeeriptiom of all'thefineleading 
'yari^ties of Hoses, reguhrrfy okssed iu^iheir 
respective Families; tiieir Histoiy and 
Mode of Culture. Fop. 8ro. 8b. 6d. 

-Dr. £. Robinson's Greek and English 

Lexicon to the Greek Testament. A Kew 
Fdition, in great^part re-^written. 8to. Ids. 

Mrr'HemyBogers'sdBsflc^s Belaotedfieom 

Contributions to the Edwkurgh Review. 

• Second Edition. -3 vok. fqp. 8yo. .price-^ls. 

■18. Vanity and Glory of 

Literature. 
14. TTUnanontane Dcnbts. 



l.-ThoiBM Fuller. 

2. Andrew M&rvell. 

3. Martin Luth«r. 
-4. .LeibniU. 

5. Pascal. 

6. Plato and Socratta. 

7. Dcscartea. 

8. John Ix)cke. 

9. Sydney -labillh't Lt«* 

turea. 

10. Snglish Lan^tMge 

(Btraotore). 

11. £i»ll8h Laflg:aage 

(HlatoiTX 

12. The British Pulpit. 



16. £i«ht of Printte- Judg- 
ment. 

16. The Oxfind Traelarlan 

Schools. 

17. Becent- Developments 

ofTractartaniBxa. 

18. Reason andTalth. 

19. SevoiuUon sad Re- 

form. 
SO. Treatment of Crimi- 

mlfl. 
21. ProTentlon of Crime. 



-SamfreTitogerB's <R«eoUedliDiis of Per- 
sonal and OonTersational Intereoune 'with 

•CHxai^n JiscBsFox, i 'PtnrcB TAi.ismiirx>, 

Edmtthd BuRKi, I Lord Erskiitr, 

Hbitrt Orattax, I Sir Waltbr Scott, 

•RicB^n> PmMKMr, I Lord QRBiryu.LB,taiia 

Joan HoR^rx loou, ' | J>\rut ov WxuhurfiwoB'. 

Sesond JEdiiiou, IB'cp.^Bvo. .5fl. 

JDr. Koget% ThwanniB of JUiglish Words 

mood Phraies olassiibd.tnid «mmgedifO'as to 
fiiellitate the fixpreedon of Q[deas«nd assist 
in Literary Composition. £agiiih fifcUtion, 
reyised and improved. Crown 8to. IDs. 6cI. 

HoncddB's Tly-«dher^ Ufftomotegy: 

With coloured Representations of the 
IS^atiiral and Artificial Insect, and a few Ob- 
servations and Instructions on Trout and 
Grayline Fishing. FtfUh Edition, thoronghlv 
revised by an Experienced Fly -Fisher ; witn 
.20 new . oolonred JPlafes. 8vo. 14m. 

Howfoii's Debater: ASeiteB (tf oomplete 

Debates, Outlines of Debates, and Questions 
for Discussion; with ample 'References to the 
best Sources of Information. New Edition. 
Ttrp. 6vo. es. 

Russell (Br.)— IThe IiiflB of Cardinal 

Mezsofanti t With an Introduotory Memoir 
of eminent Linguists, Ancient and Modem. 
By 0. W. Russell, D.D., Prendent of St. 
Patrick's College, Maynooth. With Portrait 
and Facsimiles. 8vo. 12s. 

SchOTzer.— Travels in the Free Btates of 

CV'iitral America ; Nicaragaa, Honduras, 
and San Salvador. By Dr. Oabl Boderzeb. 
With a coloured Map. 2 vols.>post Svo. Ids. 



I ISrs. ScfaimmelPenninok's >Wiitting8 and 

Life, 'edited by her relation, >OnBJexiAS± C. 

*Xife 0f Vaxy Anne BdhinunelPeuiLlnok. Third 
and cheaper Sdition, with Corrections and 
Additions ; complete in One VDlame,*with 
Portrait .JE^ost 8fo. 10*. Orf. 

iieleist Kemoirs of Port-Boyal. lb nv^ihh fire 
added Tour to Alet, Visit to Port-Royal, 
Gift of an Abbess, Biographical Notices, Ac. 
from original Documents. F^k Edition^ 
reidsed 3 vols, post-dvo. 21* . 

the TrinelplM 6t Beauty, m maniAMtad 

Nature, Art, and Human Character : with 

a Classification of Deformities ; II. An 

Essay on the Temperaments (with Illtli- 

I trations) ; III. Thoughts on Grecian «nd 

i Gothic Architecture Post 8vo. 12*. 6e/. 

I Dr.li^hmitz's&hoolfiistoryof Qreace, 

from '«he 'Earliest Times to the Takine of 
I .Corinth by the Romans, SiO. 146, mau4y 
^based on "Biihop Tfairlwall^ Histonr of 
vGxaeee. ^/4h JidUiim, wiih ^Nine .newlhip. 
^ementaiy ^Chapters on the Civilisflttioti, 
Religion, Literature, and Arts of the Aji- 
cient' Greeks, eoHferlbttted by C&ribtophis 
Knioht Watsok, M,A., Trin. Coll. Camb. ; 
and Ulustrat^ with a^ap of Athensand 1:37 
Woodcuts, designed 'from the Antique by 
G. Soharf, jun., F.S.A. 12mo. 7s. 6d. 

Meoffem (DrO --i^AJectile Weapons of 

War and Explosive Compounds. By J. 
ScoFPXBN, M.B. Lond., late Profiwsor .of 
^Chemistry 'in the Aldersgate Cottege of 
Medicine. TinrrM ^t^'^Tif, 'brought up to the 
present time in a Bupplemertt. Pwt ^vo. 
with Woodcuts, .9s. 6d. 
SUPFLEKENT, containing new resources of 
Warfare 2*. 

Senior.— Journal -kept in Tui*key and 

Ghrecee in the Autumn of 1€&7 .and .the 
beginning of 1858. By Nassau W. Senior, 
Esq. With 2 'Maps and 2 Views in chromo- 
lithography. Post 8vo. 12d. 

Bowdler's Family Shakspeare : In which 
*Bothtng is tidd^dto the Original Text; but 
:those fwufds and expseaaions ate &mUfed 
'which* oauBot withjpropriety be -read aloud. 
mnstnAwl with ffhiHy^six Vignettes en- 
IffTflved on Wood from original Designs :by 



G. COOKB, B.A. 
X. COOKR, 
S. HOWARD, R.I. 
H. BIXGLBTOir, 
B. SMIRKS, R#a. 



T.8T01<SAKD,«.A. 
a. THOMiOV, R.A. 
B. WESTALL, R.A. 
R. WORDFORSB, B.A. 



Neio Edition^ printed in a more convenient 
form. 6 vols. fcp. 8vo. price 30s. cloth; 
separately, 6s. each. 

•^* The LiBRABT Edition, with the same 
Illustrations, in One Volume, medium ^yo, 
price 21s. cloth. 
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NEW WOEKB Ain> NBW EDITIONS 



Sewell (Miss).— New and cheaper Col- 
lected Edition of the Tales and Stories of 
the Author of Amy HerberL Complete in 
9 Tola, crown 8vo. price £1. lOa. doth ; or 
each work, comprised in a single yolume, 
may be had separately as follows : — 

AMYHERBEBT 28. 6d. 

G-EBTRUDE 28. 6d. 

The EARL'S DAUGHTER 2s. 6d. 

The EXPBEIENCE of LIFE 28. 6d. 

OLEVE HALL 8b. 6d. 

IVORS ; or, the TWO COUSINS 3s. 6d. 

KATHARINE ASHTON 3s. 6d. 

MARGARET PERCIVAL Bs. Od. 

LANETON PARSONAGE 4e. 6d. 



"rpO tbe thoroughness 
•L and intogrity, the ab- 
Bolate rectitnde incaleated 
In thought, word, and deed, 
and to the tender charity ex- 
tended to the erring and re- 
pei^anL we are inclined to 
attribate the hold theee 
works take on readers of all 
daases and all ages. The 



Sure transparent sincerity 
lUs even on those who are 
apt to find aur work whose 
aim and otdect are religions, 
heavy and uninteresting. 
Tk« r«-fmMicatMm of ttsse 
work* in an eaatlif aeotmSbU 
Mm U a bendU ofuDkieh W4 
cannot ooor-mHauU* tko $oUd 
aaoantaff«$,** QJiOJIB. 



AUo by the Author of Amy Herbert^ 

Ursnla : A Tale of English Country Life. 

2 Tola. fop. 8yo. prioe I2a. doth. 

History of the Early Chnrch, from the 

First Preaching of the Gospel to the Gouncil 
ofNicea. 18mo. 'te. 6d. 

Self-Examination before Confirmation : 

With Devotions and Directions for Con- 
firmation-Day. 32mo. Is. 6d. 

Readings for a Month preparatory to 

Confirmation : Compiled from the Works of 
Writers of the Early and of the English 
Church. Fop. 8to. prioe 4s. 

Readings for Every Day in Lent: Com 

Jiled from the Writings of! 
'▲TLOB. Fop. Sto. prioe 6b. 



Sharp's New British Gazetteer, or Topo- 
graphical Dictiouarj of the British Islands 
and Narrow Seas : Comprising concise De- 
scriptions of aboat Sixty Thousand Places, 
Seats, Natural Features, and Objects of Note, 
founded on the best authorities. 2 toIs. 
8to. prioe £2. 16b. 

Short Whist; its Rise, Progress, and 

Laws : With Obserrations to make anj one a 
Whist-Plajer. Containing aJso the Laws of 
Piquet, Cassino, Ecarte, Cribbage, Back- 
gammon. By Major A. New Edition; to 
which are added. Precepts for Trros, by 
Mrs. B. Fcp.8vo.8s. 



Simpson.— Handbook of Dining; or, How 

to Dine, theoreticallj, phiiosophicallj, and 
historically oonsiderMl : Based chiefly upon 
the FAytioloyie du OoiU of Brillat-SaTarin. 
By Leonabd Fbaitois Sikpsok, M.R.3X. 
Fcp. 870. 58. 

Sinclair. — The Jonmey of Ufe. By 

CATHXsnni SiKOLAiB, Author of The Bun- 
netaofltfe. New Edition. Fcp.Sro. Ss. 

Sir Boger De Coverley. From the Spec- 
tator. With Notes and Dlustrations, bj 
W. Hbnbt Wills ; and 12 Wood EngraT- 
ings &om Desigps by F. Tatuib. Scwond 
and cheaper Edition. Crown 8to. 10a. 6d. ; 
or 21s. in morocco by Hayday. — An Sdition 
without Woodcuts, in 16mo. price 1b. 

The Sketches: Three Tales. By the 

Authors of Amy Herbert, The Old MtaCt 
Hornet and Hawketone, Third Edition ; with 
6 Illustrations. Fcp. 8to. price 4b. 6d. 

Smee's Elements of Electro-Mfi^dlnrgy. 

Third Edition, rerised, correoted^uid con- 
siderably enlarged ; with Electrotypes and 
numerous Woodcuts. Post 8to. 1Q&. 6d. 

Smith (G.) — History of Wesleyan Me- 
thodism. By GXOBGB SlCTTH, FXS., 
Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, &c. 
Voii. I. Wesley and hie Timee ; and Yoi. 
II. The Middle Age of MHftodiem, from tbe ^ 
Death of Wesley in 1791 to the ConfBr- 
enoe of 1816. Crown 8to. price lds.6d. 
each Tolume. 

Smith (J.) —The Voyage and Shipwreck 

of St. Paul : With Dissertations on tbe life 
and Writings of St. Luke, and the Shipa and 
Navigation of the Ancients. Bj Jamis 
Smith, of Jordanhill, Esq., F.B.S. Second 
Edition; with Charts, Views, and Wood- 
cuts. Grown 8yo. 8s. 6d. 

A Memoir of the Rev. Sydney SmitiL 

By his Daughter, Lady Hoixajo). Witk 
a Selection from his Letters, edited br 
Mbb.Austik. New Edition, 2 Tola. 8to. 2df. 

The Bev. Sydney Smith's Miscellaneous 

Works : Including his Gontributiona to Tbe 
Edinbiurgh Beriew. Four Sditions : — 

1. A LiBBABY Edition (the Fourth\ in 3 
Yols. 8to. with Portrait, 868. 

2. Complete in Oks Yolums, with Portrait 
and Vignette. Square crown 8to. prki 
21s. cloth ; or 80s. bound in calf. 

8. Another Nxw Edition, in 3 Tola. icp. 
8to. prioe 2l8. 

4. The People's EDirioir, in 2 rola. crowi 
8to. price 88. cloth. 



puBLisnxD BT LONGMAN, OBEEN, jjtd CO. 
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The Rev. Sydney Smith's Elementary 

Sketohes of Moral Philosophj, deUrered at 
tiie Boyal Institution in the Yean 1804, 
1805,andl806. Third Edition. Fcp.8yo.78. 

Snow.— Two Tears' Croise off Tierra 

del Fuego, the Falkland Islands, Fataffonia, 
and the Biver Flate : A Narrative of Life 
in the Southern Seas. By W. Fabkbb 
Skow, late Commander of the Mission 
Yacht J/Zett Gardiner; Author of "Voyage 
of the Frinee Afbert in Search of Sir John 
Franklin." With 8 coloured Charts and 6 
tinted Illustrations. 2 vols, post 8yo. 24s. 

Eobert Sonthey's Complete Poetical 

Works ; containing all the Author^s last In- 
trodactions and Notes. The JAbraTy SeU' 
Uan, complete in One Volume, with Por- 
trait and Vignette. Medium 8to. price 21s. 
cloth ; 42s. bound in morocco. — Also, the 
First eolUeted Edition^ in 10 toIb. fcp. 8to. 
with Portrait and 19 Vignettes, price SSs. 

Sonthey's Doctor, complete in One 

Volume. Edited by the Bey. J. W. Wixtbb, 
BJ). With Portrait, Vignette, Bust, and 
coloured Plate. Square crown 8yo. 21s. 

Sonthey's Life of Wesley ; and Bise and 

Progress of Methodism. Fourth and cheaper 
Edition, with Notes and A.dditions. Edited 
by the Author's Son, the Bey. C. C. 
SouTHET, M.A. 2 yols. crown Syo. 128. 

Spencer.—Essays : Scientific, Political, 

and Speculatiye. By Hbbbbbt Sfbkcbb, 
Author of SocitU Siaiics. Beprinted chiefly 
from Quarterly Beyiews. 8yo. price 12s.cloth. 

Spencer.- The Pxinoiples of Piyohology. By 
Hbbbbbt Sfbkcbb, Author of Social Siaiics. 
8yo. price lOs. doth. 

Stephen.— Lectnres on the History of 

France. By the Biffht Hon. Sib Jamxb 
STBFHBir,K.CJ3.,LL.D.,Profe8sor of Modem 
History in the XJniyersity of Cambridge. 
Third Edition. 2 yols. 8yo. price 248. 

Stephen.— Essays in Ecclesiastical Bio- 
graphy ; from the Edinburgh Beyiew. By 
theBight Hon. Sn Jambs STBPHBir,K.C.B., 
LL.D., Professor of Modem History in 
the XJniyersity of Cambridge. Third Edi- 
tion. 2 yols. 8yo. 248. 



1. Hildebnmd. 

2. Saint FrancU of As8i«i. 

3. The Foondera of Jcnilt- 

Imi. 

4. Martin Lather. 

5. The Freudi B«n«dio- 

tlnM. 

6. The Port Royalists. 



7. Richard Baxtmr. 

8. The BrangelioBl 



Sao- 



9. William Wllberihroe. 

10. The Clapham Seot. 

11. The Uiatoiiaa of En- 



12. The Epilogn*. 



Stonehenge. — The Dog in Health and 

Disease t Comprising the Natural History, 
Zoological Classification, and Varieties of 
the Dog, as well as the yarious Modes of 
Breaking and Using him for Hunting, 
Coursing, Shooting, £c. ; and including the 
Points or Characteristics of Toy Dogs. By 
STOVBHBNaB. With about 70 Dlostrations 
enp«yed on Wood. Square crown 8yo. 
pnoe 16«. half-bound. 

Stonehenge's Work on the Greyhound : Being a 
Treatise on the Art of Breeding, Bearing, 
and Training Qreyhounds for Public Bun- 
ning; their Diseases and Treatment: Con- 
tainin|f also Bules for the Management of 
Coursmg Meetings, and for the Decision of 
Courses. With Frontispiece and Woodcuts. 
Square crown 8yo. 21s. 

Stow.— The Training System of Edaca- 

tion ; including Moral School Training for 
large Towns, and the Normal Seminary for 
Training Teachers to conduct the System. 
By David Stow, Esq., Honorary Secretaiy 
to the Normal Seminary, G^lasgow. Eleyenth 
Edition, enlarged ; with Plates and Wood- 
outs. Post 8yo. prioe 6s. 6d. 

Strickland. — Uvea of the Queens of 

England. By Agnbs STBiOEiJLin). Dedi- 
cated, by express permission, to Her Ma- 
jesty. Embellished with Portraits of eyery 
Queen, engrayed from the most authentic 
sources. Complete in 8 yols. post 8yo. price 
7s. 6d. each. — Any Volume may be had 
9eparaiely to complete Sets. 

Memoirs of Bear- Admiral Sir William 

Symonds, Knt., C.B., E.B.S., Sunreyorof 
the Nayy, from 1832 to 1847 : With Cor- 
respondence and other Papers relatiye to 
the Ships and Yessels constructed upon his 
Lines, as directed to be published under his 
Will. Edited by Jahbs A. Shabp. With 
Sections and Woodcuts. 8yo. price 21s. 

Taylor.— Loyola: and Jesnitism in its 
Budiments. By Isaac Taylob. Post 8yo. 
with Medallion, 10s. 6d. 

Taylor.—- Wesley and Methodism. By 
Isaac Tatlob. Post 8yo. Portrait, lOs. 6d. 

Tennent — Ceylon: an Account of the 

Island, Physical, Historical, and Topo- 
graphical: with copious Notices of its 
Natural History, Antiquities, and Produc- 
tions. Illustrated by 7 Mi^s, 17 Plans and 
Charts, and 101 Engrayings on Wood. By 
Sir J. ExBBSON Tbkkbvt, K.C.S., LL.D., 
&o. 2 yols. 8yo. 
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THE TRAVELLER'S LIBRARY. 



Summary of the CorU^ti of the TRAVBLLBB'S- LIBRARY.. eomfdeU im 1j02 
Farts, price One Shilling each^ or in SrO Volumes, priee> 2««.6dL eaeh^in^datkr-^ 
To be had also, in complete Sets only, ai Five Gmmaepmr Sei^, bomnd imcMk^ 
lettered, t«;25 Yolume*, classified ae/olkme:-^ 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS'. 



IN EUROPS^. 

A OONTlNKIftAl* TOITR «x J. BARROW. 

^%^^^^ZiS^ ^:"' } - "• «*"«• 

BlirTTA.NV AND THT5 BHtLK BY I.HOPE. 

BKlTTANf ANDTHECEAi^a BT I.HOPE. 

COJtSICA r F, OREOOROVIUS. 

•'l\*'BVv^"£fe^ '"^.^..^') •• "r8.I^O. 

ICKLANfl BT P. MILEd. 

KOKWAV, A llKS"inFlW7K IN bt8. LAIIfG. 

K^lliWAY^ UAUBLrSl^ IN 17 T. F0RB8TER. 

iUTSlsiA , . BT THE MARQl IS DE CU8T1NE. 
Rim«lA AND TliUKEY .. BIT .1 R. 1I*OULLOOH. 

«r. PBTnatiHi^nat dy m. jbrrma^nn. 

THE fttTsstAN» OF TJIK SOUT*!. Bi 8. BROOKS. 
^ISSSwTAJNS^*' «WIW^J ^^ jj FERGUSON. 

MfiNT UtANr, AfiCKNT OF BT J, AULDJO. 

^^K^TH F A i% ^""^^'^ji^T F. VON T8CHUDI. 
VISIT TO THE VAL'IWiST ,_ - i»Arwic« 



IN ASIA. 

0ffiliiA.iJtffDTHI9nr BTvniAfiHr BUG. 

STRIA AND.PAtLBSTINB "EOTHEN." 

THAPHIUPIONR ISLANQSjJIT^* GIR0NI£RE« 

IN AFRICA. 

AFBIOAN WANDERINOS bt M. WERNE. 

MOROCCO BT X. DlTRRIEl'. 

IflOER EXPLORATION.. BT T.J. HUTCH1N80N» 
THR ZUX4US or NATAL BT Q. IL MASON. 

IN AMERICA. 

BRAZIL BT E. WILBERPORCE. 

CANADA BtA. M. JAJIESOX. 

OCRA , btAV« H( HURLBUr. 

NORTH AMERICAN WILDS .... btC.LANIIAN. 

IN AUSTRALIA. 
AUSTRALIA COLONIES bt W. HUGHES. 

ROUND THE WORLD. 
A LADrS VOYAGE btIDA PFEIFFSR. 



HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 



MSMOIR OF THS DUKE OH WELLINGTON. 
THE UFE OF MARSHAL 1 bt theREV^T. 0. 



TURENNB. 



C0CKAVN». 



SflHAMVL .... BT BQDEN8T£DT.An> YfAGiWR. 
FERDINAND I. AND MAXIMI- \ __ «* ^jw- 

LLANII ; " BANJOS. 

FRANCIS ARAOO^ AUTOBIOORAPHT. 
THOMAS HOLCROFT'S MEMOIRS. 



GHESTORFIELD A SSLWTN, BT A. HATWARD. 
SWIFT AND RICHARDSON, BT LORD JEFFREY. 
DEFOB AND CHURCHILL .... BT J. FORSTCR. 
ANEODOTES OF DR. JOHNSON, bt MRS.PIOZZL 
TURKEY AND CHRISTENDOM. 
LEIPSIC CAMPAIGN, bttbb REV..G. R. OLEIG. 
AN ESSAY ON THE UFE AND) bt HENRY 
FULLBB/ B0G£R8. 



GHNIUS OF THOMAA i 



ESSAYS BY LORD MACAULAY. 
WARRBN HASKNGS; 
LORD OLIVE. 
WILLIAM PITT. 
THE BARL OF CHATHAM. 
RANKE'S- HISTORY OF TH& POPES, 
GLADSTONE ON CHURCH AND STATE. 
ADDIHON'8 LIFE AND WRITINOSi 
HORACE WALPOLEk 
LORD BACON. 



LORD BTRON. 

COMIC DRAMATISTS OF THE RESTORATION. 
FREDERIC THE GREAT. 
HALLAM*8 OONSTITUTfOMAL HfSTORF. 
CROKER'SKDITiON OF BOS WELL'S- LIFE OF 
JOHNSON. 



LORD MACAULAT^S SPEECHES ON PARLIA- 
MENTARY. REFORM. 



WORKS OF nonoN* 



THE LOVE SVORYtTMMSOUVHBY'S DOOn^Ri 
SLR ROGER DB COVBBLBY. . . . } SP^ATOR 
MEMOIRS OF A MAJTRB-D'AtRMKSi bv DUMAS. 
^O^G^MAN .t } »* =• SOUVESTRE. 



AN ATTIC PHILOSO-V »▼ k. qniTVlSftTRE 

PHBR IN PARIS . . / " ^ SOUVESTRE. 

SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S. NARRAXIVH OF' 



NATURAt HISTORY, &c. 



NATURAL HISTORY OF \ ,^ nn t itvmt* 
CREATION J i^M. iJt iVAJUr. 

INDJCATIONS OF DiSTINCT. BK DR. L. KEMP. 



ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH; Ac. btDR. Q:WryB»ih 
OUR COAL*FiELDS AND OUR OOAL^MTS. 
CORNWALI4 ITS MINES. JMINERii^.Ao. 



MISOeUUANEOUS WORKS. 



LBCTURBS AlfD AI^MSSBBl^f^l^^g; <>' 

^^^f?.*^^^ ^'ROM SFDNBTi 81«nrH'Sn 

WRITINGS. 
PRINTJNO BTJL. STARK. 



RAILWAY MORAifl AND) _» rpiipn«im»- 

RAILWAY. PBLIOT | . . BT 11. bfWfUS^ 

MORMONISM . . Be«BB REV. Wh Ji OONTilKAA&i 
LONDONi btJ.R,M*CULL0Q£ 
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Thirlwall.— TheHiBtoiyofGreocei By 
the- Bight- Bev. the Lobix BtflBOP of* St. 
Bayid's (the Ber. Connop Thiriwall). 8 
▼olft. 8^0. with Maps, M. — An Bdltion in 
8 ToU; fcp. 8¥o. with Vignette OStlee, 28e; 

Thomson!8 Seasons. Bdlted; by^Btdton^ 

OOBKBT, Esq. Illustrated* with 77 fine 
Wood Engraving* ttom Dfeigm- hj Sfom- 
bers of the Etching Club. Square orown-dro. 
2l8. cloth ; oP'BSl^. hound in morooee* 

Thomson (the Bev. Dr.)— An Ontiine of 

the necessary Laws of Thought : A Treatise 
on Pure and Applied Logic. By William 
Thomson, D.D., Provost of Queen's College, 
Oxfoxd. 4iA Mition* Fcp..8fo. 78. 6d. 

Thomsott'is Tables* of Interest; at Three, 

Four, Four-and-a-Half, and Five per Cent., 
from One Pound to Ten Thousand, and from 
1 to 366 Days, in a regular progression of 
aingle Bays ; witii Intereet at all the above 
Bates, from One to Twelve ^ Months^ and 
frt>m One to Ten Yeans. Also, numerous 
other Tables of Exchangw, Time, and Dis- 
QQcnte^ HFew Edition. ISnio. piioe 8«» 

The Thumb Bible ; or, Verbum Sempi- 

temum. By J. Tatlob. Being an Epi< 
tome of the Old and New Testaments in 
English Verse. Beprinted from the Edition 
of 1693 ,• bound and clasped. 64mo. Is. 6d. 

Todd (Dr.) -The Cyclopadia of Anatomy 

and Physiology. Edited by Bobbbt B. 
Todd, M.D., P.B.S., Ac, Physician to 
King's College Hospital; late Professor of 
General and Morbid Anatomy in King's 
College, London. Assisted in the various 
departments by nearly all the most eminent 
cultivators of physiologioal science of-* the 
present age. Now complete in 5 vols. 8vo. 
pp. 6,350. illustrated with 2,853 Wood- 
outs, price £6. 6s. cloth. 

Tooke.— History of Prices, and of the 

State of iiie Circulation, during the Nine 
Years from 1848 to 1866 induaive. Form- 
ing Vols. V. and VI. of Tooke's Hitiory of 
Prices from 1792 to the Present Time\ and 
comprising a copious Itadex to the whole of 
the Six Volumes. By Thomas Toozs, 
F.B.S. and Wiluam Niwmaboh. 2 vols. 
8to. price 62s» 6d. 

Xcevelyan. (Sir C.) — Original Papers 

illustrating the History of the Applioation 
of the Boman Avlplwbet to the Languages 
of India. Edited by Movibb WIlliajcs, 
M.A., late Professor of Sanskrit in the 
Bast-India OoUege, Haileyburv. 8vo. with 
Map, 128. 



TroUope.— The WanlMi : a Novel; By 
AjfTHOKYTBOLLOPa. N«w and oheapea> Edi- 
tion. Cirown 8vo. prioe Ss. 6d. olotn*. 

Trollope's Barchetter Towen, a Sequel to the 
Warden, New and cheaper Bdition^. oam^ 
plate in One Volumei* Grown 8vo..68k 

Sharon Ttimoifs History of the An^^o- 
Saxons, from the Earliest JBeriod to the 
Norman Oonouest . Seventh Edition, revised 
by the BeV. ». Tubnzb. 8 vols. 8vo. 88$. 

Dr. Ttiiton's Manual of the* Land and 

Fresh-Water Shells of Great Britain : With 
Figures of each of the kinds. New Edition, 
with Additions, by Dr. J. B. Qbat, F.B.S., 
&c.. Keeper of the Zoological Collection in 
the British Museum*. Crown. 8vo. wiUx Vk 
coloured. Plates, price 15 b. doth. 

Dr. nre's Dictionai^ of Arts, Mannfltc- 

tures, and Mines : Containing a clear Expo- 
sition of their Principles and Practice. 
Fourth Edition, much enlarged ; most of 
the Artioles being entirely re-writtea», and 
many new Articles added. With nearly 
1,600 Woodcute« S.vola. 8vo. price 608. 

Uwins.— Memoir and ComeBfiond^nce of 

Thomaa. Uwine, B.A., late Keeper of the 
Boyai Galleries and of the National Galleiy, 
&o. Edited l^. Mrs. Uwzna. 2 vols* post 
8vo. 18s. 

Van Der Hoeven's Handbook of Zoology. 
Translated by the Benr. Wiluam Cl&bbi» 
M.Di, F.B.S., &c. PrpjCMMor- of. Anatomy 
in the Univeraity of Cambridge. 2 vols. 
8vo. wdth 24 Platea of Figurea^ price 60s. 
doth; or separately, Vol. I. Invertf^rata^ 
SOs., and Vol. II. Vertebrata, SOs. 

Vehse.— Memoirs of the^Comt^ Aristo- 
cracy, and Diplomaov of Austria. By J)r, E. 
Vehse. Translated from the German, by 
FsAKZ Demmxbb. 2 vole, post 8vo. 21s. 

Von Xampfihy. — Mltla.;. oiv Incidents 

and Personal Adventures on a Journey in 
Mexico, Guatemala, and Salvador, in the 
7ett^l853tol866i ByG.F.VoirTEMSftKY. 
With Mvpi Illustrations in colouns, and 
Woodeuts,. dvo. I80. 

Wade.-* England's Greatness: Ita^Btee 

and Progress- inGovemment, Laws, Beligion, 
and Social Life; Agrieulture, Commerce, 
and MJsnu&cturea^ Science, Litrraturi^and 
the Arts, from the Earliest Period to the 
Peace of Paris^ By John Wapb, Author of 
the Oabitut Lawyer^ te. Post 8ro. lOih 6d. 

Wanderings in the Land of Ham. By a 
Dav OBTBit of Japhxt. Post 8vo. 8s. 8d. 
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Waterton.— EssayB on Natural History, 

chiefly Omitholoffy. By 0. Watxbtov, Esq. 
With the Autobiography of the Author. 
2 yoIb. fcp. 8to. 10b. 

Wat«rtoa's Biaayi on Katnnl Hif tory. Third 
Series ; with & Continuation of the Auto- 
biography, and a Portrait of the Author. 
Second EdUion^ Fop. Sto. price 6». 

Watson's Gybele Britannica ; or, British 

Plants and their G^graphical Belations. 
By Hbwktt Cottbbll Watson. 4 vols. 
8to. price 428. cloth ; or each toI. separately, 
price lOs. 6d. The fourth Tolume is de- 
voted to general views and tabular sum- 
maries, showing the phy to -geography of 
Britain under various aspects. 

Webb. — Celestial Objects for Common 

Telescopes. By the Bev. T. W. Webb, 
M.A., F.R.A.S., Incumbent of Hardwick, 
Herafordshira. With Woodcuts, and a Map 
of the Moon 12 inches in diameter engraved 
on Steel. 16mo. 7b. 

Webster and Parkes's EncyclopsBdia of 

Domestic Economy j comprising such sub- 
jects as are most immediately connected with 
Housekeeping: As, The Construction of 
Domestic Edifices, with the Modes of Warm- 
ing, Ventilating, and Lighting them — A de- 
scription of the various articles of Furniture, 
with the nature of their Materials — ^Duties of 
Servants — &c. Kew Edition; with nearly 
1,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. price 60s. 

Weld. — The Pyrenees, West and East, 

a Summer Holiday in 1868. By Chablbs 
BiCHABD Weld, Barrister-at-Law. With 
8 Illustrations in Chromo-xylography from 
Drawings by the Author. Post 8vo. 12s. 6d. 

Weld^s Vaoation Tour in the United States 
and Canada. Post 8vo. with Map, 10s. 6d. 

Weld's Vaoationi in Ireland. Post Sto. with 
View. 10s. 6d. 

Willich's Popular Tables for ascertain- 
ing the Value of Lifehold, Leasehold, and 
Church Property, Benewal Fines, &c. ; the 
Public Funds ; Annual Average Price and 
Interest on Consols from 1731 to 1868 ; 
Chemical, Qeographical, Astronomical, Tri- 
gonometrical Tables; Common and Hy- 
perbolic Logarithms; Constants, Squares, 
Cubes, Boots, Beciprocals ; Diameter, Cir- 
cumference, and Area of Circles ; Length of 
Chords and Circular Arcs ; Area and Dia- 
gonal of Squares ; Diameter, Solidity, and 
Superficies of Spheres; Bank Discounts; 
Bullion and Notes, 1844 to 1859. Fonrlh 
JEdiliofi, enlarged. Post 8vo, price lOs. 



WUmot's Abridgement of Blackstone's 

Commentaries on the Laws of England, in- 
tended for the use of Young Persons, and 
comprised in a series of Letten from a Father 
to his Daughter. 12mo. price 6s. 6d. 

Wilson's Bryologia Britannica: Con- 
taining the Mosses of Great Britain and 
Ireland systematically arrangedanddescribed 
according to the Method of Bruch and 
Schimper; with 61 illustrative Plates. Being 
a New Edition, enlarged and altered, of the 
Museohffia Britanmoa of Mesan. Hooker and 
Taylor. 8vo. 42s.; or, with the Plates 
coloured, priob £4. 46. cloth. 

Tonge.— ANew English-Greek Lexicon 

Containing aU the Greek Words used by 
Writers of good authority. By C. D. 
YovGB, B.A. Second EdUion^ revised and 
corrected. Post 4to. price 21s. 

Tonge's Kew Latin Gradus : Oontaining 
Eveiy Word used by the Poets of Roo<i 
authority. For the use of Eton, West- 
minster, Winchester, Harrow, Chartnhouse, 
and Bugby Schools; King's College, Lon- 
don; and Marlborough College. SixiA 
Bdition, Post 8vo. price 9s.; or with 
Affeitdix of EpiiheU ciassiiied, 12s. 

Tonatt's Work on the Horse, comprising 

also a Treatise on Draught. With numeroas 
Woodcut Illustrations, chiefly from Designs 
by W. Harvey. New Edition, revised and 
enlarged by B. N. Gabriel, M.B.C.S.. 
C.V.8., Secretary to the Boyal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. In One Volume, 8ro. 
price 10«. 6^. cloth. 

Tonatt — The Dog. By William Touatt A 
New Edition; with numerous Engravings, 
from Designs by W. Harvey. 8vo. 6s. 

Young. — The Christ of History: An 

Argument grounded in the Facta of Hi* 
Life on Earth. By Johk Toitno, LLJ). 
Second Edition. Post 8vo. 7a. 6d. 

Toung.— The Mystery; or, Evil and God. By 
John Young, LL JD. Post 8vo. 7s. 8d. 

Zumpt's Grammar of the Latin Lan- 
guage. TrauBlated and adapted for the 
use of English Students by Db. L. Schxitz, 
F.B.S.E. : With numerous Additions and 
Corrections by the Author and Translator. 
4th Edition, thoroughly revised. 8vo. 14.-*. 

iSeplemher 1859. 
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